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MATTHEW

CHAPTER 1
The genealogy of Jesus

he book of the generation of

Jesus Christ, the son of Dav-
id, the son of Abraham.
2 Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac be-
got Jacob, Jacob begot Judah and
his brothers. 3 Judah begot Pe-
rez and Zerah of Tamar and Pe-
rez begot Hezron, Hezron begot
Ram. 4 Ram begot Amminadab,
Amminadab begot Nahshon,
Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salm-
on begot Boaz of Rahab and
Boaz begot Obed of Ruth and
Obed begot Jesse. 6 Jesse begot
David the king. And David begot
Solomon of her that had been the
wife of Uriah.

7 And Solomon begot Rehobo-
am, Rehoboam begot Abijah,
Abijah begot Asa. 8 Asa begot
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat be-
got Joram, Joram begot Uzziah.
9 Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham
begot Ahaz, Ahaz begot Heze-

kiah. 10 Hezekiah begot Man-
asseh, Manasseh begot Amon,
Amon begot Josiah. 11 Josiah
begot Jechoniah and his broth-
ers, at the time of the captivity
in Babylon.

12 And after the captivity in
Babylon, Jechoniah begot Sheal-
tiel, Shealtiel begot Zerubba-
bel. 13 Zerubbabel begot Abiud,
Abiud begot Eliakim, Eliakim
begot Azor. 14 Azor begot Sadoc,
Sadoc begot Achim, Achim be-
got Eliud. 15 Eliud begot Eleazar,
Eleazar begot Matthan, Mat-
than begot Jacob. 16 Jacob begot
Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom was born Jesus, who is
called Christ.

17S0 all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen
generations and from David to
the captivity in Babylon fourteen
generations and from the captiv-
ity in Babylon to the Christ four-
teen generations.

1:1 The Gospel records are transcripts of how e.g. Matthew preached the
Gospel. Matthew begins his explanation of the Gospel [“good news”] by
demonstrating that Jesus was the descendant of Abraham and David. This
is important because the Gospel was contained in the promises to those men
(Gal. 3:8) that they would have a literal descendant, who would be God’s
Son, Jesus. Therefore Jesus didn’t exist as a physical person before He was

born; He had our human nature.
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The birth of Jesus

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ
was as follows. When his moth-
er Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came to-
gether, she was found with child
of the Holy Spirit. 19 And Joseph
her husband, being a righteous
man and not willing to make
her a public example, decided to
send her away secretly. 20 But as
he thought on these things, an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying: Joseph you
son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. 2! And she shall
give birth to a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus; for it is he
that shall save his people from
their sins. 22 Now all this hap-
pened so what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet might
be fulfilled, saying: 23 The vir-
gin shall be with child and shall
give birth to a son; and they shall

MATTHEW 1:18-2:2

call his name Immanuel, which
means God with us. 24 And
Joseph woke from his sleep and
did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him, and took Mary as
his wife. 25 But he did not have
sexual intercourse with her until
she had given birth to a son; and
he called his name Jesus.

“An angel of the Lord appeared
to [Joseph]” 1:20

CHAPTER 2
Wise men visit baby Jesus
ow when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem in Judea in the
days of Herod the king, astrolo-
gers from the east came to Jeru-
salem, saying: 2 Where is he that
is born King of the Jews? For we

1:19 Joseph could have told others of her situation, and made her a “public
example”, or put her through the “law of jealousy” of Numbers 5. But exactly
because Joseph was truly “righteous”, he didn’t do that. He was sensitive to
her- as we should be to others who are caught up in situations beyond our full

understanding.

1:20 Conceived- Jesus began within Mary. He didn’t pre-exist. He was born

‘of her’ (1:16).

1:21 ‘Jesus’ means ‘Saviour’; ‘Christ’ means ‘Anointed’.



MATTHEW 2:2-2:14

saw his star in the east and have
come to worship him. 3 And
when Herod the king heard it,
he was disturbed and all Jerusa-
lem with him. 4 And gathering
together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ should
be born. 5 And they said to him:
In Bethlehem of Judea. For thus
it is written through the prophet:
6 And you Bethlehem, land of
Judah, are in no way least among
the princes of Judah. For out of
you shall come forth a Ruler,
who shall be shepherd of My
people Israel.

7Then Herod secretly called
the Magi and learned from them
exactly what time the star ap-
peared. 8 And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said: Go and
search carefully for the young
child, and when you have found
him, bring me word, that I may
also come and worship him.

7

9 And they, having heard the
king, went their way; and the
star which they saw in the east
went before them until it came
and stood over where the young
child was. 10 And when they saw
the star, they rejoiced with ex-
ceedingly great joy. 11 And they
came into the house and saw the
young child with Mary his moth-
er; and they fell down and wor-
shipped him, and opening their
treasures they offered to him
gifts, gold and frankincense and
myrrh. 12 And being warned in a
dream that they should not return
to Herod, they departed for their
own country by another route.

13 Now when they had departed,
an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying: Arise
and take the young child and his
mother and flee into Egypt and
stay there until I tell you, for
Herod will seek the young child
to destroy him. 14 And he arose

2:5 Through the prophet- The prophets wrote the words of God, not just their
own words. Hence the significance of through. The Bible is the inspired word

of God.

2:6 Jesus came forth “out of” Bethlehem- He didn’t come down from Heaven
as a person. Note how Matthew so often shows that Jesus fulfilled Old Testa-

ment prophecies.

2:8 The Magi didn’t obey the King, because God told them not to (:12). We
shouldn’t always do what those in authority tell us, if it contradicts God’s

word (Acts 4:19).
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“The Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream”2:13

and took the young child and his
mother by night and departed
into Egypt, 15 and stayed there
until the death of Herod, that it
might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: Out of Egypt
did I call My son.

16 Then Herod, when he saw
that he was deceived by the Magi,
was furious and sent out soldiers
and slew all the male children
that were in Bethlehem and in all
the borders of it aged two years
and under, according to the time

MATTHEW 2:14-2:23

which he had determined from
the Magi. 17 Then was fulfilled
that which was spoken through
Jeremiah the prophet, saying:
18 A voice was heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children;
and she would not be comforted,
because they are not.

19 But when Herod was dead,
an angel of the Lord appeared in
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, say-
ing: 20 Arise and take the young
child and his mother and go
into the land of Israel, for they
are dead that sought the young
child’s life. 2! And he arose and
took the young child and his
mother and came into the land of
Israel. 22 But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Ju-
dea instead of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there. And
being warned by God in a dream,
he withdrew into the region of
Galilee, 23 and he went and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth. That it
might be fulfilled which was spo-

2:14 He arose- Joseph’s immediate obedience to God’s word is emphasized

(as 1:24; 2:20)- an example to us.

2:15 Out of Egypt- As Israel were called out of Egypt. All God’s children are
to leave ‘Egypt’- which is often a symbol of the world.

2:20-22 Joseph was told that it was safe to return. But he doubted. And so
God made a concession to his weakness by telling him to go and live in Gali-

lee.



MATTHEW 2:23-3:12

ken through the prophets, that he
should be called a Nazarene.

CHAPTER 3

John the Baptist baptizes Jesus

And in those days came John the
Baptist, preaching in the wilder-
ness of Judea, saying: 2 Repent!
For the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. 3 For this is he that was
spoken of through Isaiah the
prophet, saying: The voice of one
crying in the wilderness — Make
ready the way of the Lord. Make
his paths straight.

4 Now John wore a garment of
camel’s hair and a leather girdle
about his loins and his food was
locusts and wild honey. 5 Then
Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the
region around the Jordan went
out to him. 6 And they were bap-
tized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

9

7 But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming
to his baptism, he said to them:
You offspring of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the an-
ger to come? 8 Bring forth there-
fore fruit worthy of repentance.
9 And think not to say within
yourselves: We have Abraham as
our father, for I say to you, that
God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham.
10 And even now the axe lies at
the root of the trees. Therefore,
every tree that does not bring
forth good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 11 I indeed
baptize you in water to repent-
ance, but he that comes after me
is mightier than I, whose shoes I
am not worthy to carry. He shall
baptize you in the Holy Spirit
and fire; 12 whose fan is in his
hand, and he will thoroughly

3:6 Baptized... in the river- Baptism [Greek baptizo] means to dip, to im-
merse- not to sprinkle. So baptism was performed in a river. Note 3:16 out
of the water.

3:7 Offspring of vipers- They were the descendants of the snake spoken of
in Gen. 3:15. There will always be opposition between those in Christ, the
descendant of the woman, and the descendants of the snake. We will be tem-
porarily wounded by them, but we will triumph in the end.

3:9 Within yourselves- The Bible is aware of how we are likely to respond.
God’s concern is with our state of mind, how we think within. For this is the
ultimate source of human sin.

3:12 Unquenchable fire- not literally. A symbol of complete destruction (Jer.
17:27).
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cleanse his threshing-floor and
he will gather his wheat into the
barn; but the chaff he will burn
up with unquenchable fire.

13 Then Jesus went from Gali-
lee to the Jordan, to John, to be
baptized by him. 14 But John
would have stopped him, saying:
I need to be baptized by you, and
yet you come to me? 15 But Je-
sus answering said to him: Per-
mit it now, for thus it becomes us
to fulfil all righteousness. Then
he permitted him. 16 And Jesus
when he was baptized immedi-
ately came up out of the water,
and the heavens were opened
to him and he saw the Spirit of
God descending as a dove and
coming to rest on him. 17 And
a voice came from the heavens,
saying: This is My beloved Son,
in whom [ am well pleased.

MATTHEW 3:12-4:6

CHAPTER 4

Jesus is tempted

Then was Jesus led up by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the Devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty
days and forty nights, afterwards
he hungered. 3 And the tempter
came and said to him: If you are
the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread. 4 But
he answered and said: It is writ-
ten, Man shall not live by bread
alone but by every word that pro-
ceeds out of the mouth of God

5 Then the Devil took him into
the holy city and set him on the
pinnacle of the temple, ©and
said to him: If you are the Son
of God, cast yourself down. For
it is written, He shall give His
angels charge concerning you,
and on their hands they shall

3:15 Jesus was baptized as an adult by immersion- as an example to us. We
should also be baptized.

4:1-8 ‘The Devil” doesn’t exist as a fallen Angel or evil cosmic being- see the
“Doctrinal Summary”.

Jesus “was in all points tempted like as we are” (Heb. 4:15), and: “every man
is tempted... of his own lust, and enticed” (James 1:14). We are tempted by
the “devil” of our own mind, and so was Jesus. We are not tempted by an evil
being prompting us to sin — sin and temptation come “from within, out of the
heart of man” (Mk. 7:21).

The temptations cannot be literal:

4:8 implies that Jesus was led up a high mountain to see all the kingdoms of
the world in their future glory “in a moment of time” (Mk. 4:5). There is no
mountain high enough to see all the world- the earth is a sphere.



MATTHEW 4:6-4:17

carry you up, lest you dash your
foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said
to him: Again it is written, You
shall not make trial of the Lord
your God.

8 Again, the Devil took him to
an exceeding high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and the glory of them.
9 And he said to him: All these
things will I give you, if you
will fall down and worship me.
10 Then said Jesus to him: Away
with you Satan! For it is written:
You shall worship the Lord your
God and Him only shall you
serve.

11 Then the Devil left him, and
angels came and ministered to
him.

11

Jesus begins to preach

12 Now when he heard that John
was imprisoned, he withdrew
into Galilee. 13 And leaving
Nazareth, he went and dwelt in
Capernaum, which is by the sea,
in the borders of Zebulun and
Naphtali. 14 That it might be ful-
filled which was spoken through
Isaiah the prophet, saying: 15 The
land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, toward the sea, on the
other side of the Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles- 16the people
dwelling in darkness have seen a
great light, and for those dwell-
ing in the region and the shadow
of death, on them a light has
dawned. 17 From that time began
Jesus to preach and to say: Re-

- Comparison with Luke 4 shows that the temptations are described in a
different order. Mk. 1:13 says that Jesus was “in the wilderness forty days,
tempted of Satan”, whilst Mt. 4:2-3 says that “when he had fasted forty
days... the tempter (Satan) came to Him...”. Thus these same temptations kept
repeating themselves- e.g. to turn stones into bread.

- It’s unlikely the devil led Jesus through the wilderness and streets of Jerusa-
lem and then they scaled a pinnacle of the temple together, all in view of the
inquisitive Jews.

- If the devil is a physical person who has no respect for God’s Word and is
interested in making people sin, then why would Jesus quote Scripture to
overcome him? According to the popular view, this would not send the devil
away. Jesus quoted a Bible passage each time. Ps. 119:11:”Your word have I
hid in my heart, that I might not sin”.

- Jesus was “led of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil”.
How could the Spirit of God lead Jesus to be tempted by a superhuman being
existing in opposition to God. He had just received the power of the Spirit
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pent! For the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.

18 And walking by the sea of Gal-
ilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
who is called Peter and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into
the sea, for they were fishermen.
19 And he said to them: Follow
me, and I will make you fishers
of men. 20 And they immediately
left the nets and followed him.

21 And going on from there he
saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee and John his
brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets;
and he called them. 22 And they
immediately left the boat and
their father and followed him.

Jesus heals many

23 And Jesus went about in all
Galilee, teaching in their syna-
gogues and preaching the gos-
pel of the kingdom and healing
all manner of disease and all
manner of sickness among the
people. 24 Then his fame went
throughout all Syria; and they

MATTHEW 4:17-5:6

brought to him all sick people
who were afflicted with various
diseases and torments, and those
who were demon possessed,
epileptics, and paralytics; and he
healed them 25 And great crowds
followed him, those from Galilee
and Decapolis and Jerusalem and
Judea and from the other side of
the Jordan.

CHAPTER 5

Jesus preaches about Kingdom
life

And seeing the crowds, he went
into the mountain and when he
had sat down, his disciples came
to him. 2And he opened his
mouth and taught them, saying:

3 Blessed are the poor in spir-
it, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they that hunger
and thirst after righteousness, for

they shall be filled.

(3:16). Now He was tempted to use
buildings unharmed etc.

it to turn stones into bread, jump off

5:5 Inherit the earth- The Kingdom of God will be established here on earth
at the return of Christ. ‘Inheritance’ refers to the promises to Abraham that

his children would inherit the earth.

Eternity on earth and not Heaven is

promised to those “in Christ” and thus Abraham’s children.



MATTHEW 5:7-5:21

7 Blessed are the merciful, for
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of
God.

10 Blessed are they that have
been persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when men
reproach you because of me, and
persecute you and falsely accuse
you of all sorts of evil. 12 Rejoice
and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven;
for likewise they persecuted the
prophets that preceded you.

13 You are the salt of the earth,
but if the salt has lost its savour,
with what shall it be salted? It
becomes good for nothing but to
be thrown out and trodden under
the feet of men.

14 You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hid.
15 Neither do men light a lamp
and put it under a basket but on
the stand; and it shines for all that

13

are in the house. 16 Likewise, let
your light shine before men, that
they may see your good works
and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.

Jesus interprets the Law of
Moses

17 Think not that I came to de-
stroy the law or the prophets. I
came not to destroy but to fulfil.
18 For truly I say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not
one jot or one tittle shall in any
way pass from the law, until all
things be accomplished. 19 Who-
ever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments and
shall teach men to do so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever shall do and
teach them, he shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For 1 say to you, that unless
your righteousness shall exceed
that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you shall in no way enter into the
kingdom of heaven.

21 You have heard that it was
said to those of old: You shall

5:15 If a candle is put under a bucket, it will go out. If we don’t publically
witness to our faith, we will lose it. We can’t be secret Christians.

5:17 The Mosaic law was fulfilled by Christ in His death (Col. 2:14-17). We
therefore don’t need to keep that law, nor the Sabbath.
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not kill, and whoever shall kill
shall be in danger of the judg-
ment. 22 But [ say to you, that
everyone who is angry with his
brother shall be in danger of the
judgment, and whoever shall say
to his brother Raca shall be in
danger of the council, and who-
ever shall say, Moros shall be in
danger of the fire of Gehenna.

23 If therefore you are offering
your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has
something against you, 24 leave
your gift before the altar and go
your way. First be reconciled to
your brother and then come and
offer your gift.

25 Agree with your adversary
quickly, while you are with him
in the street. Lest the adversary
deliver you to the judge and the
judge deliver you to the officer
and you be thrown into prison.
26 Truly I say to you, you will
never get out until you have paid
the last penny.

27You have heard that it was
said: You shall not commit adul-
tery. 28 But I say to you, that
everyone that looks on a woman
lusting for her, has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his
heart.

MATTHEW 5:21-5:36

29 And if your right eye causes
you to stumble, pluck it out and
throw it away, for it is profitable
for you that one of your mem-
bers should perish and not your
whole body be thrown into Ge-
henna. 30 And if your right hand
causes you to stumble, cut it off
and throw it away, for it is prof-
itable for you that one of your
members should perish and not
your whole body go into Ge-
henna.

311t was also said: Whoever
shall send away his wife, let him
give her a contract of divorce.
32 But I say to you, that everyone
that divorces his wife, except for
the cause of sexual immorality,
makes her commit adultery; and
whoever shall marry a divorced
woman commits adultery.

33 Again, you have heard that
it was said to them of old: You
shall not swear falsely, but
shall perform your oaths to
the Lord. 34 But I say to you:
Swear not at all, neither by the
heaven, for it is the throne of
God, 35 nor by the earth, for it
is the footstool of His feet. Nor
by Jerusalem, for it is the city
of the great King. 36 Neither
shall you swear by your head,



MATTHEW 5:36-6:3

for you cannot make one hair
white or black. 37 But let your
Yes mean Yes, and your No,
No. For whatever is more than
these comes from evil.

38 You have heard that it was
said: An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth. 39 But I say
to you: Do not resist him that
is evil but whoever hits you on
your right cheek, turn to him
the other also. 40 And if anyone
wants to sue you and take away
your coat, let him also have your
cloak. 41 And whoever shall
compel you to go one mile, go
with him two. 42 Give to the one
who begs from you, and do not
refuse the one who would bor-
row from you.

43 You have heard that it was
said: You shall love your neigh-
bour and hate your enemy.
44 But I say to you: Love your
enemies and pray for them that
persecute you, 45 that you might
be sons of your Father who is
in heaven. For He makes His

15

sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the just
and the unjust. 46 For if you
love them that love you, what
reward have you? Even the tax
collectors do the same! 47 And
if you greet your brothers only,
what do you more than they.
The tax collectors do likewise.
48 You therefore must be per-
fect, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.

CHAPTER 6

Jesus denounces hypocrisy
Take heed you do not do your
good deeds before men, to be
seen by them. Else you have no
reward with your Father who
is in heaven. 2 When therefore
you do alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hyp-
ocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, that they may
have glory from men. Truly I
say to you, they have received
their reward. 3 But when you
do alms, do not let your left

5:45 Makes His sun- God hasn’t wound the world up and left it ticking. Eve-
ry action within creation is consciously from Him. We are therefore never far
from Him- just feel Him acting in nature.
6:3 Left hand know- Don’t be conscious of your good works. Do them and
forget them. Those accepted into God’s Kingdom will honestly not remember
the times they fed the hungry (Mt. 25:37).
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hand know what your right
hand does, 4 that your alms may
be in secret, and your Father
who sees in secret shall reward
you.

5And when you pray, you
shall not be as the hypocrites.
For they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and in the
corners of the streets, that they
may be seen by men. Truly I
say to you, they have received
their reward. 6 But you, when
you pray, enter into your room
and shut your door, pray to your
Father who is unseen, and your
Father who sees in secret shall
reward you.

Jesus teaches how to pray

7And in praying do not use
vain repetitions, as the Gentiles
do, for they think that they shall
be heard for their much speak-
ing. 8 Therefore, do not be like
them! Even before you ask Him,
your Father knows what things
you need.

MATTHEW 6:3-6:18

91In this manner you should
pray: Our Father who is in heav-
en, let Your Name be glorified.
10 Your kingdom come. Your
will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven. ! Give us this day our
daily bread. 12 And forgive us
our debts, as we also have for-
given our debtors. 13 And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

14 For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you. 15 But if
you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Fa-
ther forgive your trespasses.

More about hypocrisy

16 Moreover when you fast, do
not look gloomy like the hypo-
crites. For they disfigure their
faces, so that their fasting may
be seen by men. Truly I say to
you, they have received their
reward. 17 But you, when you
fast, anoint your head and wash
your face, 18 so you will not be

6:4 Shall reward- when Jesus returns to establish God’s Kingdom on earth. “I
come quickly and my reward is with me” (Rev. 22:12).
6:10 On earth- We pray for the Kingdom of God to come on earth, i.e. for

Jesus to return soon.

6:18 Not be seen- We must consciously try to conceal our good works so that
other people do not notice them. When was the last time you did this?



MATTHEW 6:18-6:29

seen by men to fast, but by your
Father who is unseen; and your
Father, who sees in secret, shall
reward you.

Jesus teaches about treasure in
heaven

19 Do not store up for yourselves
treasures upon the earth, where
moth and rust consume, and
where thieves break in and steal.
20 But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where nei-
ther moth nor rust consumes, and
where thieves cannot break in or
steal. 21 For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.

Jesus teaches about light and
darkness

22 The lamp of the body is the
eye. If therefore your eye is
healthy, your whole body shall
be full of light. 23 But if your eye
is bad, your whole body shall be
full of darkness. If therefore the
light that is in you is darkness,
how great is the darkness!
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Jesus teaches about money and
possessions

24 No one can serve two mas-
ters; for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and de-
spise the other. You cannot serve
God and money.

25 Therefore I say to you: Do
not be anxious for your life;
what you shall eat, or what you
shall drink. Nor for your body;
what you shall wear. Is not the
life more than the food, and the
body more than the garment?
26 Look at the birds in the sky;
they do not sow, nor do they
reap or gather crops into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of much more
value than they? 27 Which of
you by worrying can add one
cubit to his stature? 28 So why
do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin! 29 Yet I say to you,
that even Solomon in all his glo-

6:24 Few would say they “hate” God. But if we love wealth [“mammon”],

then in His eyes, we do.

6:26 Father feeds them- As 5:45, God is consciously in contact with His cre-
ation, and has some kind of relationship with the animals (Job 41:1-5). 7:1
Judge not- The Greek word translated “judge” can mean both to condemn,
and to make a judgment of right and wrong. We must not condemn others,
but we must judge between right and wrong.
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ry was not arrayed like one of
these. 30 Now if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which
is here today but tomorrow is
thrown into the furnace, will He
not more surely care for you, O
you of little faith! 31 Therefore,
do not be anxious, saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall
we drink? or, How shall we be
clothed? 32 For the Gentiles cla-
mour for all these things; even
though your heavenly Father
knows you have need of them
all. 33 So seek first His king-
dom, and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added to
you. 34 Therefore do not be anx-
ious about tomorrow, for tomor-
row will care for itself. Each
day has enough trouble of its
own.

CHAPTER 7

Jesus teaches about pre-judging
1 Judge not, that you be not
judged. 2 For with what judg-
ment you judge, you shall be
judged, and with what measure
you use, it shall be applied to
you. 3 And why do you see the
splinter that is in your brother’s
eye but ignore the plank that is
in your own eye? 4 Or how will
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you say to your brother: Let me
remove the splinter in your eye,
when you have a plank in your
own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first
remove the plank from your own
eye and then shall you see clear-
ly to remove the splinter in your
brother’s eye. ¢ Do not give that
which is holy to the dogs, nor
cast your pearls before the pigs,
lest they trample them under
their feet and turn and tear you
to pieces.

“...the splinter that is in your
brother’s eye” 7:4

Jesus teaches about His
generous Father in heaven

7 Ask and it shall be given you.
Seek and you shall find. Knock
and it shall be opened to you.
8 For everyone that asks re-
ceives, and he that seeks finds,
and to him that knocks it shall be
opened.

9 Which one of you, if his son
asks him for bread, will give him
a stone? 10 Or if he shall ask for
a fish, will give him a serpent?
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ILIf you then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more shall
your Father who is in heaven
give good things to them that ask
Him.

12 Therefore, whatever you
want men to do to you, do also
to them, for this is the Law and
the Prophets.

Jesus teaches how to test for
good and evil

13 Enter in by the narrow gate,
for wide is the gate and broad is
the way that leads to destruction,
and many are they that enter in
thereby. 14 For narrow is the gate
and straight the road that leads to
life, but few are they that find it.

15 Beware of false prophets
who come to you in sheep’s
clothing but inwardly are raven-
ous wolves. 16 By their fruits you
shall know them. Do men gather
grapes from thorns, or figs from
thistles? 17 Even so every good
tree brings forth good fruit but
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the corrupt tree brings forth evil
fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a cor-
rupt tree bring forth good fruit.
19 Every tree that does not bring
forth good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore
by their fruits you shall know
them.

21 Not everyone that says to
me: Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven, but he
that pleases my Father who is
in heaven. 22 Many will say to
me in that day: Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name
and in your name cast out de-
mons and in your name do many
mighty works? 23 And then will
I tell them: I never knew you.
Depart from me, you that work
iniquity.

24 Everyone therefore that hears
these words of mine and does
them, shall be like a wise man
who built his house upon the
rock. 25 And the rain descended
and the floods came and the

7:14 The majority are usually wrong in spiritual matters.

7:22 Lord, Lord- There will be people who called Jesus “Lord” and who
thought they did miracles in His Name who will be rejected at the last day.
They actually did “iniquity”. Possessing the gifts of God is no guarantee of

salvation.

7:25 Floods came- The day of judgment will be like a storm which shakes us
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winds blew and beat upon that
house; and it did not collapse,
for it was founded upon the rock.
26 And everyone that hears these
words of mine and does not obey
them, shall be like a foolish man
who built his house upon the
sand. 27 And the rain descend-
ed and the floods came and the
winds blew and slammed against
that house; and it collapsed, and
great was its collapse.

28 And it came to pass, when
Jesus had finished these words
that the crowds were astonished
at his teaching. 29 For he taught
them as one having authority and
not as their scribes.

CHAPTER 8

Jesus heals a leper

And when he had come down
from the mountain, great crowds
followed him. 2And a leper
came to him and knelt before
him, saying: Lord, if you desire,
you can make me clean. 3 And
he stretched out his hand and
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touched him, saying: I do desire.
Be made clean! And immediately
his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And
Jesus said to him: See you tell no
one, but go show yourself to the
priests and offer the gift that Mo-
ses commanded, for a testimony
to them.

Jesus commends a Roman
soldier

5And when he was entering
into Capernaum, there came to
him a centurion, begging him,
6 saying: Lord, my servant lies in
the house paralysed, grievously
tormented. 7 And he said to him:
I will come and heal him. 8 And
the centurion answered and said:
Lord, I am not worthy that you
should come under my roof, but
only say the word and my serv-
ant shall be healed. 9 For I also
am a man under authority, hav-
ing under myself soldiers and
I say to one: Go! And he goes.
And to another: Come! And he
comes. And to my servant: Do

to the core and reveals who we really are. True spiritual progress is slow- like
bashing away at the rock of our hard hearts. Quick spiritual progress is likely

to be a building upon sand.

8:3 Touched him- All would’ve been shocked. Touching a leper made a per-
son ritually unclean, and risked contracting the illness. Jesus did this to show
the extent to which He did not believe in “guilt by association”.
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this! And he does it. 10 When Je-
sus heard this, he was astonished
and said to those following him:
Truly I say to you, I have not
found anyone in Israel with such
great faith.

1T And I say to you, that many
shall come from the east and
the west and shall sit down with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven, 12 but
the sons of the kingdom shall
be cast into the outer darkness.
There shall be the weeping and
the gnashing of teeth.

13 And Jesus said to the centu-
rion: Go your way. As you have
believed, so it is done for you.
And the servant was healed in
that hour.

Jesus heals many sick people

14 And when Jesus had entered
Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s
mother lying sick with a fever.
15 And he touched her hand and
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the fever left her, and she arose
and ministered to him.

16 And when evening had come,
they brought to him many pos-
sessed with demons, and he cast
out the spirits with a word and
healed all that were sick, 17 so
that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet, saying: He took our in-
firmities and bore our diseases.

Jesus calms a great storm at sea

18 Now when Jesus saw great
crowds about him, he gave com-
mandment to depart to the other
side. 19 And there came a scribe
and said to him: Teacher, I will
follow you wherever you go.
20 And Jesus said to him: The
foxes have holes and the birds of
the sky have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his
head. 21 And another of the dis-
ciples said to him: Lord, permit
me first to go and bury my father.

8:16, 17 ‘Demon possession’ was the language used in the first century to
describe mental illness. Note the parallel between ‘casting out demons’ and
being cured of disease. ‘Demons’ don’t in fact exist- see the “Doctrinal Sum-

mary”.

8:22 Jesus, the Lord of all grace, can at times be very demanding. He wants
our immediate response. Likewise He exaggerated the situation in v. 21- He
did often have somewhere to sleep, e.g. the home of Martha and Mary, but

that night perhaps He had nowhere.
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22 But Jesus said to him: Follow
me, and leave the dead to bury
their own dead.

23 And when he had boarded
a boat, his disciples followed
him. 24 And without warning, a
furious storm arose on the sea,
so much so that the boat was
covered with the waves; but he
slept. 25 And they came to him
and awoke him, saying: Save us
Lord! We perish! 26 And he said
to them: Why are you fearful? O
you of little faith! Then he arose
and rebuked the winds and the
sea, and there was a great calm.
27 And the men marvelled, say-
ing: What manner of man is this,
that even the winds and the sea
obey him?
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Jesus heals a mad man

28 And when he had arrived on
the other side, in the country of
the Gadarenes, there met him
two possessed with demons,
coming out of the tombs, ex-
ceedingly fierce, so that no one
could go that way. 29 And they
cried out, saying: What have we
to do with you, you Son of God?
Have you come here to torment
us before the time? 30 Now there
was afar off from them a herd of
many pigs feeding. 31 And the
demons begged him, saying: If
you cast us out, send us away
into the herd of pigs. 32 And he
said to them: Go. And they came
out and went into the pigs, and
the whole herd rushed down the

8:23 His disciples followed him- The impression is given of them walking
behind Him. They are symbols of us all.

8:25 Awoke Him- Jesus surely only appeared to be sleeping, in a small boat
about to sink. But as in our lives, He appears silent only to bring us to the
point of realizing our desperation for Him.

8:25 O you of little faith! — Remember the Gospel records were written by the
disciples. They are transcripts of their preaching to others. They appealed for
others to believe in Christ by pointing out how they had themselves been of
such weak belief in Christ. Such humility, recounting our failures to others, is
what makes our witness powerful rather than pretending we are perfect. Self-
righteousness turns people off.

8:32 Jesus agreed to the mad man’s request in order to provide him with a
visual aide memoire for the rest of his life. Mental illness is usually intermit-
tent, and the man needed assurance that this time the cure was total. His ill-
ness may have been caused from eating pig meat.
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hill into the sea and perished in
the waters.

33 And they that fed them fled,
and went away into the city and
told everything, including what
had happened to them that had
been possessed with demons.
34 And all in the city came out to
meet Jesus, and when they saw
him they begged him to depart
from their borders.

CHAPTER 9
Jesus heals and forgives a
paralysed man
And he entered into a boat and
crossed over and came into his
own city.

2And they brought to him a
paralysed man, lying on a bed;
and Jesus seeing their faith said
to the paralysed man: Son, be
of good courage. Your sins are
forgiven. 3 And certain of the
scribes said within themselves:
This man blasphemes. 4 And Je-
sus knowing their thoughts, said:
Why do you think evil in your
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hearts? 5 For which is easier to
say, Your sins are forgiven, or,
Arise and walk? 6 But so you
may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive
sins, he then said to the paralytic:
Arise, take up your bed and go
to your house. 7And he arose
and departed to his house. & But
when the crowds saw it they
were afraid and glorified God,
who had given such authority to
men.

Jesus mixes with social outcasts

9 And as Jesus left there he saw
a man called Matthew sitting at
the tax office, and he said to him:
Follow me. And he arose and
followed him.

10 And it came to pass, as he
sat eating in the house, many
tax collectors and sinners came
and sat down with Jesus and his
disciples. 11 And when the Phari-
sees saw it, they said to his dis-
ciples: Why does your Teacher
eat with the tax collectors and

9:2 Jesus seeing their faith- He cured and forgave a person because of the
faith of third parties. If our faith can influence the eternal destiny and wellbe-
ing of others, then we should be making every effort for them, in prayer and
practically. Either our efforts and prayers can be a factor in others’ salvation
and blessing, or they are not. They are. So we should give our lives to prayer

and care for others.
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sinners? 12 But when he heard it,
he said: They that are sick need a
doctor, not they that are healthy.
13 Go and learn what this means:
I desire mercy and not sacrifice.
I come not to call the righteous
but sinners.

14 Then the disciples of John
came to him, saying: Why do
we and the Pharisees often fast
but your disciples do not fast?
15 And Jesus said to them: Can
the sons of the bride chamber
mourn while the bridegroom
is with them? But the days will
come, when the bridegroom
shall be taken away from them,
and then they will fast.

16 No one puts a piece of un-
shrunk cloth onto an old garment,
for the patch tears away from
the garment, and a worse tear is
made. 17 Neither do men pour
new wine into old wineskins. If
they do, the skins will burst, the
wine will run out and the wine-
skins will be ruined. No, they
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pour new wine into new wine-
skins, and both are preserved.

Jesus raises a dead girl back

to life

18 While he spoke these things to
them, a ruler came and knelt be-
fore him, saying: My daughter is
even now dead, but come and lay
your hand upon her that she shall
live. 19 And Jesus rose and fol-
lowed him, as did his disciples.

20 And a woman who had an
issue of blood for twelve years,
came behind him and touched
the border of his garment. 2! For
she said within herself: If I only
touch his garment I shall be
healed. 22 But Jesus turning and
seeing her, said: Daughter, be
of good courage. Your faith has
healed you. And the woman was
healed at that moment.

23 And when Jesus came into
the ruler’s house and saw the
flute-players and the crowd mak-
ing a tumult, 24 he said: Leave!

9:13 Not to call the righteous but sinners- All are sinners, it’s just that some
think they are righteous. We will never be good enough for God, never mor-
ally ready enough for baptism- but the whole purpose of Jesus is to save us

who are sinners.

9:17 The new wine represents the new covenant in the blood of Jesus; the old
wine is the old covenant, Moses’ law. If we have received the new wine of
Jesus, we must change- otherwise it will destroy us.
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For the little girl is not dead but
sleeps. And they laughed at him
in scorn. 25 But when the crowd
had been put outside, he entered
in and took her by the hand, and
the little girl arose. 26 And the
fame thereof went into all that
land.

Jesus heals two blind men and
a dumb man

27 And as Jesus passed on from
there, two blind men followed
him, crying out, and saying:
Have mercy on us, son of David!
28 And when he had arrived into
the house, the blind men came to
him, and Jesus said to them: Do
you believe that I am able to do
this? They say to him: Yes Lord.
29 Then he touched their eyes,
saying: According to your faith
be it done to you. 30 And their
eyes were opened. And Jesus
strictly ordered them, saying:
See that no one knows it! 3! But
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they went and spread abroad his
fame in all that land.

32 And as they were leaving, a
dumb man who was possessed
with a demon was brought to
him. 33 And when the demon
was cast out, the dumb man
spoke and the crowds marvelled,
saying: Such a thing has never
been seen in Israel! 34 But the
Pharisees said: By the prince of
the demons he casts out demons.

Jesus preaches with
compassion

35 And Jesus went about all the
cities and the villages, teaching
in their synagogues and preach-
ing the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all manner of disease
and all manner of sickness.

36 But when he saw the crowds,
he was moved with compassion
for them, because they were dis-
tressed and scattered, as sheep
not having a shepherd. 37 Then

9:35 The theme of Christ’s preaching was “the gospel of the Kingdom”, the
good news [‘Gospel’] of having God as our King now, and looking forward
to the return of His Son to establish God’s Kingdom physically here on earth
for ever.

9:37 The symbols suggest that the harvest is lost and spoilt because there
aren’t enough workers to harvest it. The harvest refers to converts, spiritual
fruit being given to God, the owner of all. God in some ways chooses to be
limited by us. There will be some who will not be harvested for God be-
cause the church didn’t make enough effort for them, or there were simply
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said he to his disciples: The har-
vest indeed is plentiful, but the
labourers are few. 38 Therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out workers into His har-
vest.

CHAPTER 10
Jesus authorises his disciples to
preach and heal people
And he called to him his twelve
disciples and gave them author-
ity over unclean spirits, to cast
them out and to heal all man-
ner of disease and all manner of
sickness. 2 Now the names of the
twelve apostles are these. The
first Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother. James
the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother. 3 Philip and Bartholom-
ew. Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector, James the son of Al-
phaeus, and Thaddaeus, 4 Simon
the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot
who betrayed him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out
and ordered them, saying: Do not
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go unto the Gentiles and do not
enter into any city of the Samari-
tans. 6 Instead go to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel. 7 And as
you go, preach, saying: The king-
dom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
the lepers, cast out demons.
Freely you received, freely give.
9 Acquire no gold, nor silver, nor
brass for your purses, 19 no wal-
let for your journey, neither two
coats, nor shoes, nor staff; for the
labourer is worthy of his food.

11 And into whatever city or
village you shall enter, search
out who in it is worthy, and stay
with them until you go. 12 And
as you enter into the household,
greet it. 13 And if the household
be worthy, let your peace come
upon it, but if it be unworthy, let
your peace return to you. 14 And
whoever shall not receive you,
nor hear your words, as you go
out of that household, or that
city, shake off the dust of your
feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it shall

not enough of us to reach them. “Few” in Greek can also imply weak, as well

as numerically few.

10:11 Until you go- Jesus wished to focus upon families and homes, which
later developed into the house churches of the later New Testament. His fo-
cus is still very much on the family unit as the foundation for His church.

10:15 More tolerable- There will be degrees of reward and punishment at
the day of judgment when Jesus returns. All our behaviour in this life will be
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be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day
of judgment, than for that city.

16 T am sending you out as sheep
in the midst of wolves. Therefore
be wise as serpents and harmless
as doves.

17 But beware of men, for they
will deliver you up to councils
and in their synagogues they will
scourge you. 18 Yes and before
governors and kings you shall be
brought for my sake, for a testi-
mony to them, and to the Gen-
tiles. 19 But when they deliver
you up, do not be anxious how or
what you shall speak, for it shall
be given to you at that time what
to speak. 20 For it is not you that
speaks, but the Spirit of your Fa-
ther that speaks in you.

21 And brother shall deliver up
brother to death and the father
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his child, and children shall rise
up against parents and cause
them to be put to death. 22 And
you shall be hated of all men for
my name’s sake; but he that en-
dures to the end, the same shall
be saved. 23 But when they per-
secute you in this city, flee into
the next. For truly I say to you,
you shall not have gone through
the cities of Israel, until the Son
of Man comes.

24 A disciple is not above his
teacher, nor a servant above his
lord. 251t is enough for the dis-
ciple that he be as his teacher,
and the servant as his lord. If
they have called the master of
the house Beelzebub, how much
more them of his household!

26 Therefore fear them not. For
there is nothing covered that
shall not be revealed, and noth-

judged sensitively, nothing will be overlooked and everything will receive an

appropriate response.

10:16 Wise as serpents- We are not asked to be naive; but the opposite.

10:23 Gone through the cities of Israel- This may imply there will be perse-
cution of believers and also a strong witness to the Jews in Israel immediately
prior to Christ’s return. We should be prepared.

10:25 We should therefore not be surprised to be persecuted; in fact we
should expect it, because if this world treated Jesus as they did, they will treat
us the same.

10:26 Revealed — at the day of judgment (1 Cor. 3:13). If we will be revealed
for who we really are eternally, there’s no point in acting out a false image to
our brothers and sisters in this life.
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ing hid that shall not be known.
27 What 1 tell you in the dark-
ness, speak in the light, and what
you hear in the ear, proclaim
upon the house-tops. 28 And do
not be afraid of those that kill
the body but are not able to kill
the soul, but rather fear Him who
is able to destroy both soul and
body in Gehenna.

29 Are not two sparrows sold for
a very small coin? And not one
of them shall fall on the ground
without your Father. 30 But the
very hairs of your head are all
numbered. 3! Therefore, fear not.
You are of more value than many
Sparrows.

32 Therefore, everyone who
shall confess me before men, I
will also confess him before my
Father who is in heaven. 33 But
whoever shall deny me before

MATTHEW 10:26-10:40

men [ will also deny him before
my Father who is in heaven.

34 Think not that I came to send
peace on the earth. I came not to
send peace but a sword. 35 For
I came to set a man at variance
against his father and the daughter
against her mother, and the daugh-
ter in law against her mother in
law. 36 And a man’s foes shall be
they of his own household.

37 He that loves father or moth-
er more than me is not worthy
of me, and he that loves son or
daughter more than me is not
worthy of me. 38 And he that
does not take his cross and fol-
low after me, is not worthy of
me. 39 He that finds his life shall
lose it, and he that loses his life
for my sake shall find it.

40 He that receives you receives
me, and he that receives me re-

10:27 Proclaim upon the housetops — This is alluding to 1 Sam. 9:15,25,
where God speaks “the word of the Kingdom” in Samuel’s ear, and then he
speaks that word to Saul on the housetop. The Lord is saying that in essence,
we are all in Samuel’s position; we hear the word of this world’s salvation,
the word about “the Kingdom” as it was for Saul, and that very fact is in itself
the imperative to overcome our natural reservations and share it with those
for whom it is intended- even if, as with Saul, we consider them unlikely and
unspiritual hearers.

10:28 Gehenna was the rubbish dump outside Jerusalem. The fires were al-
ways burning there because new garbage was always being thrown onto it. It
became a symbol of complete destruction. Some Bibles translate it [wrongly]
as “hell”.
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ceives him that sent me. 4! He
that receives a prophet in the
name of a prophet shall receive
a prophet’s reward, and he that
receives a righteous man in the
name of a righteous man shall
receive a righteous man’s re-
ward. 42 And whoever gives one
of these little ones even a cup of
cold water because he is a disci-
ple; truly I say to you, he will by
no means lose his reward.

CHAPTER 11

And it came to pass when Jesus
had finished commanding his
twelve disciples, he departed
from there to teach and preach in
their cities.

Jesus talks about John the
Baptist

2Now when John heard about
the works of the Christ while in
prison, he sent word by his dis-
ciples 3 and said to him: Are you
he that comes, or look we for an-
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other? 4 And Jesus answered and
said to them: Go and tell John the
things which you hear and see.
5The blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear and
the dead are raised up; and the
poor have good tidings preached
to them. ©And blessed is he,
whoever shall find no cause to
stumble over me.

7And as these went their way,
Jesus began to say to the crowds
concerning John: What did you
go out into the wilderness to see?
A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But
what did you go out to see? A man
clothed in soft garments? Those
that wear soft garments are in
king’s houses. 9 But what did you
go out to see? To see a prophet?
Yes! And I say to you, much more
than a prophet! 10 This is he, of
whom it is written: Listen, I send
my messenger before your face;
he shall prepare your way before
you. ! Truly I say to you, among

10:40 Peoples’ attitude to us is their attitude to Jesus. This means that we, as
baptized into the body of Christ, are Him to this world. Our behaviour should

be appropriate to this.

11:1 Their cities- Jesus encouraged people to preach to their network of
friends and relatives, in their home areas; He visited those places to back up
their witness. Witnessing to friends and family is the most difficult yet most

important witness we make.
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those that are born of women
there has not arisen a greater than
John the Baptist. Yet he that is the
least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.

12 And from the days of John
the Baptist until now the king-
dom of heaven suffers violence
and men of violence take it by
force. 13 For all the prophets and
the law prophesied until John.
14 And if you are willing to re-
ceive it, this was Elijah that has
to come. 15 He that has ears to
hear, let him hear.

16 But unto what shall I liken
this generation? It is like chil-
dren sitting in the marketplaces,
who call to their fellows 17 and
say: We piped to you and you did
not dance. We wailed and you
did not mourn. 18 For John came
neither eating nor drinking and
they say he has a demon. 19 The
Son of Man came eating and
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drinking and they say, Look, a
gluttonous man and a drunkard,
a friend of tax collectors and sin-
ners! But wisdom is justified by
her children.

Jesus reproves towns who fail
to respond

20 Then he began to chastise
the cities wherein most of his
mighty works had been done,
because they had not repented.
21 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe
to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works had been done in
Tyre and Sidon which were done
in you, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
22 But I say to you, it shall be
more tolerable for Tyre and Si-
don in the day of judgment than
for you. 23 And you Capernaum,
shall you be exalted to heaven?
You shall go down to Hades, for
if the mighty works had been

11:11 Whoever is least in the Kingdom of God in the future will be greater,
spiritually, than John the Baptist was in his human life. We learn from this
that there will be degrees of reward in God’s Kingdom- one star will shine
brighter than another (1 Cor. 15:41), some will rule over ten cities, others
over five (Lk. 19:17-19). Do we have the spiritual ambition to want to shine
then as much as possible? If we love and seek God’s glory, then we will want
to extend it as far as possible, reflecting it as far as we can.

11:12 Men of violence — The image is of commandos storming a city. What-
ever our position in life, we now have a cause to totally give ourselves to- to
enter and take the Kingdom of God for ourselves.
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done in Sodom which were done
in you, it would have remained
until this day. 24 But I say to you,
that it shall be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for you.

Jesus prays and appeals to his
followers

25 At that time Jesus answered
and said: I thank you, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that
You did hide these things from
the wise and prudent, and did
reveal them to babes. 26 Yes Fa-
ther, for so it was well-pleasing
in Your sight. 27 All things have
been delivered to me by my Fa-
ther, and no one knows the Son
save the Father. Neither does
anyone know the Father, save the
Son and to whomsoever the Son
wishes to reveal Him.

28 Come to me all you that la-
bour and are heavy laden, and
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“Come to me... | will give you
rest” 11:28

I will give you rest. 29 Take my
yoke upon you and learn from
me, for I am meek and lowly in
heart, and you shall find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.

CHAPTER 12

Jesus challenges the Pharisees
about the Sabbath

At that time, on the Sabbath day,
Jesus went through the grain-
fields, and his disciples were
hungry and began to pluck ears
of grain to eat. 2 But the Phari-
sees, when they saw it, said to
him: Look, your disciples do
what is unlawful on the Sabbath.

11:27 Reading the Bible alone will not reveal the Father to us. There’s also an
element of grace- Jesus reveals His Father to those whom He chooses.

11:30 The heavy weight remains, but Jesus is a yoke, binding us together
with many others, and so the weight seems far lighter to us. The purpose of
the body and person of Christ is to bind us together with other believers- with
all the personal problems and conflicts this can create. Christianity isn’t in-
tended to be lived in isolation from others.

12:1 Jesus and the disciples were prefigured by David and those who fol-
lowed him (12:3). Those who followed David were those in debt and ‘dis-
tressed’ (1 Sam. 22:2). It is the desperate and broken who follow Jesus today.
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3 But he said to them: Have you
not read what David did when
he was hungry, and they that
were with him- 4how he en-
tered into the house of God and
ate the showbread, which it was
not lawful for him to eat, neither
for them that were with him, but
only for the priests? 5 Or have
you not read in the law, that on
the Sabbath day the priests in the
temple profane the Sabbath and
are guiltless? © But I say to you,
that one greater than the temple
is here. 7 But if you had known
what this means, I desire mercy
and not sacrifice, you would not
have condemned the guiltless.
8 For the Son of Man is lord of
the Sabbath.

9 And he departed from there
and went into their synagogue,
10 and saw a man having a with-
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ered hand. And they asked him,
saying: Is it lawful to heal on the
Sabbath day? So that they might
accuse him. 11 And he said to
them: Which of you, if having
only one sheep, and it falls into
a pit on the Sabbath day, will
not grab hold of it and lift it out?
12 How much then is a man of
more value than a sheep! There-
fore it is lawful to do good on the
Sabbath day. 13 Then said he to
the man: Stretch out your hand.
And he stretched it out and it
was restored whole, as the other.
14 But the Pharisees went out and
took counsel against him, how
they might destroy him.

15 And Jesus perceiving it with-
drew from there; and many fol-
lowed him and he healed them
all, 16 and charged them that they
should not make him known.

12:11 The man who had only one sheep was poor; that was why he was so
concerned to rescue his only sheep. Yet he represents God and Jesus in their
constant search for us. They therefore identify themselves with the very poor-
est of society. God is in search of man; and we search for Him. Hence the joy
of our meeting with Him in baptism.

12:14 Then- The pure grace and love of Jesus often produces a harsh reaction
and rejection from those who refuse to be moved by it. We can’t be passive
to it.

12:16 Jesus sometimes did ask people to tell others about what He had done
for them. Maybe He asked the extroverts to be quiet, and the introverts to
tell others? The preaching of the Gospel in the right spirit is something done
against our will; it’s difficult (1 Cor. 9:17).
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17 That it might be fulfilled which
was spoken through Isaiah the
prophet, saying: 18 Look at My
servant whom I have chosen, My
beloved in whom My soul is well
pleased. I will put My Spirit upon
him and he shall declare judg-
ment to the Gentiles. 19 He shall
not strive, nor cry aloud, neither
shall anyone hear his voice in the
streets. 20 A bruised reed he shall
not break and a smoking wick he
shall not quench, until he sends
forth judgment to victory. 21 And
in his name shall the Gentiles
hope.

Jesus heals and is slandered by
the Pharisees

22 Then was brought to him one
possessed with a demon, blind
and dumb, and he healed him,
so much so that the dumb man
spoke and saw. 23 And all the
crowds were amazed, and said:
Can this be the son of David?
24 But when the Pharisees heard
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it, they said: This man does not
cast out demons but by Beelze-
bub the prince of the demons.

25 And knowing their thoughts,
he said to them: Every kingdom
divided against itself is brought
to desolation, and every city
or house divided against itself
shall not stand. 26 And if Satan
casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then shall
his kingdom stand? 27 And if 1
by Beelzebub cast out demons,
by whom do your sons cast them
out? Therefore shall they be your
judges. 28 But if I by the Spirit
of God cast out demons, then is
the kingdom of God come upon
you.

29 Or how can one enter into the
house of the strong man and ruin
his goods, except he first bind
the strong man? And then he will
ruin his house.

30 He that is not with me is
against me, and he that does not
gather with me scatters.

12:20 Jesus tries to fan into life whatever weak spirituality a person has, rath-
er than expecting perfection at His first encounter with them. We should treat

people likewise.

12:28 The kingdom of God will be established literally on earth when Jesus
returns; but the essence of the Kingdom is that God is King and that is true
today. The sphere of His rulership and authority in the lives of His people can

be understood as His Kingdom.
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31 Therefore I say to you: Every
sin and blasphemy shall be for-
given to men, but the blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit shall not
be forgiven. 32 And whoever
shall speak a word against the
Son of Man, it shall be forgiven
him; but whoever shall speak
against the Holy Spirit, it shall
not be forgiven him, neither in
this age, nor in the age to come.

33 Either make the tree good
and its fruit good, or make the
tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt;
for the tree is known by its fruit.
34 You offspring of vipers, how
can you being evil speak good
things? For out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaks.
35 The good man out of his good
treasure brings forth good things,
and the evil man out of his evil
treasure brings forth evil things.

36 And T say to you, that every
idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account of it in
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the day of judgment. 37 For by
your words you shall be justified
and by your words you shall be
condemned.

Jesus speaks of signs, unspirit-
ual attitudes and his true family
38 Then certain of the scribes
and Pharisees answered him,
saying: Teacher, we would see
a sign from you. 3% But he an-
swered and said to them: An evil
and adulterous generation seeks
after a sign, and there shall no
sign be given it, except the sign
of Jonah the prophet. 40 For
as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the
whale, so shall the Son of Man
be three days and three nights
in the heart of the earth. 4! The
men of Nineveh shall stand up
in the judgment with this gen-
eration and shall condemn it, for
they repented at the preaching of
Jonah; and, behold, one greater

12:32 This is only true for those who saw the miracles of Jesus and blas-
phemed them. But if a person stops going against the clear evidence provided
by the Holy Spirit that Jesus is God’s Son, then he is no longer blaspheming

the Holy Spirit.

12:34 Therefore control of our thinking is so important. The environment we
chose, what music we listen to, affects our thinking.
12:36 The judgement process will involve a recall of our words- and we shall

have to explain them.
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than Jonah is here! 42 The queen
of the south shall rise up in the
judgment with this generation
and shall condemn it, for she
came from the ends of the earth
to hear the wisdom of Solomon;
and, behold, one greater than
Solomon is here!

43 When the unclean spirit has
gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seek-
ing rest, but finds none. 44 Then
it says: I will return to my house
from which I came out. And
when it comes, it finds the house
empty, swept, and put in order.
45 Then it goes and brings with it
seven other spirits more evil than
itself, and they enter and dwell
there, and the last state of that
person is worse than the first. So
also will it be with this evil gen-
eration.

46 While he was yet speak-
ing to the crowds, his mother
and his relatives stood outside,
seeking to speak to him. 47 And
someone said to him: Look, your
mother and your relatives wait
outside, wanting to speak to you.
48 But he answered and said to
him that told him: Who is my
mother? And who are my rela-
tives? 49 And he stretched out
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his hand towards his disciples,
and said: Behold, my mother
and my relatives! 50 For whoever
shall please my Father who is in
heaven, he is my brother and sis-
ter and mother.

CHAPTER 13

Jesus speaks in parables.

The parable of the sower

On that day Jesus went out of
the house and sat by the sea side.
2And great crowds gathered
about him, so that he got into a
boat and sat down, and the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And
he spoke many things to them
in parables, saying: Listen, the
sower went out to sow. 4 And
as he sowed, some seeds fell by
the way side and the birds came
and devoured them. 5 And oth-
ers fell upon the rocky places
where they had not much earth,
and immediately they sprang up,
because they had no deepness of
earth. 6 And when the sun had
risen, they were scorched, and
because they had no root, they
withered away. 7 And others fell
upon the thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. 8 And
others fell upon the good ground
and yielded fruit, some a hun-
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dredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
9 He that has ears, let him hear.
10 And the disciples came and
said to him: Why do you speak
to them in parables? 11 And he
answered and said to them: To
you it is given to know the mys-
teries of the kingdom of heaven,
but to them it is not given. 12 For
whoever has, to him shall be giv-
en and he shall have abundance,
but whoever has not, from him
shall be taken away even what he
has. 13 Therefore I speak to them
in parables, because seeing, they
see not, and hearing, they hear
not, neither do they understand.
14 And in them is fulfilled the
prophecy of Isaiah, which said:
By hearing you shall hear and
shall in no wise understand, and
seeing you shall see and shall
in no wise perceive. 15 For this
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people’s heart has grown dull,
and with their ears they can bare-
ly hear, and their eyes they have
closed, lest they should see with
their eyes and hear with their
ears and understand with their
heart and repent, so that I should
heal them.

16 But blessed are your eyes, for
they see; and your ears, for they
hear. 17 For truly I say to you,
that many prophets and righteous
men desired to see the things
which you see and saw them not,
and to hear the things which you
hear and heard them not.

18 Hear then the parable of the
sower. 19 When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and under-
stands it not, then comes the evil
one and snatches away that which
has been sown in his heart. This
is he that was sown by the way

13:9 Not everyone has the capacity to hear and understand the Gospel; not
all have faith (2 Thess. 3:2). But those of us who do should use the potential
we’ve been given.

13:11 The parables weren’t stories with an obvious, easy to understand mean-
ing. Jesus used them in order to filter out those who didn’t want to understand.
For them the parables were confusing and obscured His message. There’s an
upward spiral and also a downward spiral in our relationship with God.
13:12 How can a person who has nothing have what he has taken away from
him? Maybe Jesus meant us to read in an ellipsis: ‘the person who [thought
he] had nothing [even though he does], will have even that taken from him’.
This would be like the one talent man of Mt. 25:24. People have more than
they think; for God’s generosity is greater than we imagine.
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side. 20 And he that was sown
upon the rocky places, this is he
that hears the word and immedi-
ately with joy receives it. 21 Yet
he does not have root in him-
self, but endures for a while, and
when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the word, im-
mediately he stumbles. 22 And he
that was sown among the thorns,
this is he that hears the word, and
the care of the world and the de-
ceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful.
23 And he that was sown upon the
good ground, this is he that hears
the word and understands it- who
truly carries fruit and brings it
forth, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty.

Other parables of the kingdom

24 He set another parable before
them, saying: The kingdom of
heaven is likened to a man that
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sowed good seed in his field.
25 But while his men slept, his
enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went
away. 26 But when the plants
sprang up and brought forth
fruit, then the weeds appeared
also. 27 And the servants of the
householder came and said to
him: Sir, did you not sow good
seed in your field? How then
has it weeds? 28 And he said to
them: An enemy has done this!
And the servants said to him:
Then do you want us to go and
gather them up? 29 But he said:
No. Lest in gathering the weeds
you root up the wheat along with
them. 30 Let both grow together
until the harvest, and in the time
of the harvest I will say to the
reapers, Gather up the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to
burn them, but gather the wheat
into my barn.

13:21 Trial comes into our lives soon after baptism, as Israel were ‘baptized’
in the Red Sea (1 Cor. 10:1,2) and very soon encountered problems in the

wilderness [no food or water].

13:28 Jesus foresaw that His followers would have a tendency towards trying
to do God’s judgment for Him; He explains (:29) that it’s not possible for us
to judge who is who. It’s therefore a fact that there will be insincere people
growing within the field of the church, next to those who are sincere. They
have an appearance of growth. But we must leave them until harvest- the

return of Jesus.
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31 He set another parable be-
fore them, saying: The king-
dom of heaven is like a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took
and sowed in his field. 32 Which
indeed is smaller than all seeds,
but when it is grown it is greater
than the herbs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the sky
come and lodge in its branches.

33 He told them another par-
able: The kingdom of heaven is
like the yeast which a woman
took and hid in three measures of
flour until it was all raised.

34 All these things spoke Jesus
in parables to the crowds, and
without a parable he said nothing
to them. 35 This was to fulfil what
was spoken by the prophet: I will
open my mouth in parables; I
will utter things hidden from the
foundation of the world.

36 Then he left the crowds and
went into the house. And his
disciples came to him, saying:
Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field. 37 And he an-
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swered and said: He that sows
the good seed is the Son of Man.
38 The field is the world and the
good seed, these are the sons of
the kingdom; and the weeds are
the sons of the evil one. 39 The
enemy that sowed them is the
Devil, the harvest is the end of
the world, and the reapers are
angels. 40 As therefore the weeds
are gathered up and burned with
fire, so shall it be at the end of
the world. 4! The Son of Man
shall send forth his angels and
they shall gather out of his king-
dom all things that cause stum-
bling and them that do iniquity,
42 and shall cast them into the
fiery furnace. There shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
43 Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. He who has ears,
let him hear.

44 The kingdom of heaven is
like a treasure hidden in the field,
which a man found and hid, and
in his joy he went and sold all

13:32 From tiny beginnings- reading a Bible, noticing an advertisement,
meeting someone ‘by chance’- we will come to eternity. We will be a refuge
for others then. We will look back on this life and it will seem so dispropor-

tionate- that we got ‘there’ from ‘here’

13:39 Angels- First we will know that Jesus has returned is that our Angel
will be standing next to us and inviting us to go meet Him.
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that he had and bought that field.

45 Again, the kingdom of heav-
en is like to a man that is a mer-
chant seeking fine pearls. 46 And
having found one pearl of great
price, he went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

47 Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was cast
into the sea and gathered fish of
every kind. 48 When it was full,
men drew it ashore and sat down
and sorted the good into con-
tainers but threw away the bad.
49 So shall it be in the end of the
world. The angels shall come
forth and separate the wicked
from among the righteous, 50 and
shall cast them into the fiery fur-
nace. There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

51 Have you understood all
these things? They said to him:
Yes. 52 And he said to them:
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Therefore every scribe who has
been made a disciple of the king-
dom of heaven is like a man who
is a householder, who brings out
from his treasure things new and
old.

Jesus visits His home town

53 And it came to pass, when Je-
sus had finished these parables,
he departed from there. 54 And
coming into his hometown he
taught them in their synagogue,
so much so that they were aston-
ished, and said: From where has
this man received this wisdom
and these mighty works? 35 Is
this not the carpenter’s son? Is
not his mother called Mary? And
his brothers, James and Joseph
and Simon and Judas? 56 And
his sisters, are they not all with
us? From where then did this
man get all these things? 57 And

13:46 Often Jesus intends us to think how the stories continue or end. So,
what did the man do now? No wealth or possessions, just one stone. Surely
he looked at it and loved it and treasured it more than anything else. This
should be our attitude to the Kingdom of God.

13:50 Banging teeth is a symbol of anger with oneself.

13:55 Jesus never sinned, neither in commission nor omission, for all those
30 years He lived amongst them in Nazareth. But they never noticed He was
anything special. This isn’t only an essay in His utter humanity. It challenges
us, for whenever we appear righteous in the eyes of the world, they perceive
it and dislike it. But somehow the perfection of Jesus wasn’t noticeable.
Hence He was indeed perfect.
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they were offended by him. But
Jesus said to them: A prophet is
not without honour, except in his
hometown and in his own house.
58 And he did not do many
mighty works there, because of
their unbelief.

CHAPTER 14

Herod murders John the
Baptist

At that time Herod the tetrarch
heard the report concerning Je-
sus, 2and said to his servants:
This is John the Baptist! He has
risen from the dead and therefore
do these powers work in him.

3 For Herod had arrested John
and bound him and put him in
prison for the sake of Hero-
dias, his brother Philip’s wife.
4 For John had said to him: It is
not lawful for you to have her.
5 And though he wanted to put
him to death, he feared the peo-
ple, because they held him to
be a prophet. ¢ But at Herod’s
birthday party, the daughter of
Herodias danced before all and
pleased Herod. 7 Whereupon he
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promised with an oath to give
her whatever she should ask.
8 And she, being encouraged by
her mother, said: Give me here
the head of John the Baptist on
a platter. 9And the king was
grieved, but for the sake of his
oaths and of his dinner guests, he
commanded it to be given. 10 He
sent word and had John behead-
ed in the prison. 11 And his head
was brought on a platter and
given to the girl, and she brought
it to her mother. 12 And his dis-
ciples came and took away the
corpse and buried him, and they
went and told Jesus.

Jesus feeds 5000 men plus their
Sfamilies

13 Now when Jesus heard this,
he withdrew from there in a boat
to a deserted place to be alone;
but when the crowds heard, they
followed him on foot from the
cities. 14 When he went ashore
he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion on them and healed
their sick. 15 And when evening
had come, the disciples came to

14:4 Should we therefore also rebuke unbelievers for their breaking of God’s
law? God feels every breach of His law, by whomsoever. His sensitivity, and
thereby His pain, sorrow and joy at obedience is far greater than we can per-

ceive.
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him, saying: This place is de-
serted and the day is now over.
Send the crowds away, that they
may go into the villages and buy
for themselves food. 16 But Je-
sus said to them: They need not
go away. You give them some-
thing to eat. 17 And they say to
him: We have here only five
loaves and two fishes. 18 And
he said: Bring them here to
me. 19 And he commanded the
crowds to sit down on the grass;
and he took the five loaves and
the two fishes and looking up
to heaven, he blessed and broke
and gave the loaves to the dis-
ciples and the disciples to the
crowds. 20 And they all ate and
were filled, and they collected
what was left over of the bro-
ken pieces- twelve baskets full!
21 And they that ate, besides
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women and children, were about
five thousand men.

Jesus walks on the water

22 Immediately he made the
disciples get into the boat and
go ahead of him to the other side
of the sea, while he dismissed
the crowds. 23 And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to
pray. When evening came, he
was there alone. 24 But the boat
was now in the middle of the
sea, beaten by the waves, for the
wind was against them. 25 And
in the fourth watch of the night
he came to them, walking upon
the sea. 26 And when the dis-
ciples saw him walking on the
sea, they were disturbed, saying:
It is a ghost! And they cried out
for fear. 27 But immediately Je-

14:16 Jesus knew this was impossible for them to do. But He asks them to do
it, in order they might learn that whatever little we have can be used by Him;
and He challenges our faith and horizons likewise.

14:19 The food was mediated through the disciples; just as His salvation of
others is mediated to them through our hands. Note the similarities with how
Jesus ‘broke bread’ at the communion service. The way Jesus prayed with
open eyes looking up to Heaven reflects His good conscience with God. Can
we do that?

14:23 The way Jesus sent the people away is a window into the power of His
personality, the strength of His will and mind.

14:26 The disciples went back to their beliefs in ghosts. People still hold
wrong understandings even after they come to Christ.
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sus spoke to them, saying: Be of
good cheer. It is I! Be not afraid.

28 And Peter answered, and
said: Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you by walking
on the water. 29 And he said:
Come. And Peter got out of the
boat and walked upon the water
to go to Jesus. 30 But when he
saw the wind was strong, he was
afraid; and beginning to sink,
he cried out, saying: Lord, save
me! 31 And immediately Jesus
stretched out his hand and took
hold of him and said to him: O
you of little faith, why did you
doubt? 32 And when they board-

“Jesus stretched out his hand
and took hold of him” 14:31
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ed the boat, the wind ceased.
33 And they that were in the boat
worshipped him, saying: Of a
truth you are the Son of God.

34 And when they had crossed
over, they came to land at Gen-
nesaret. 35 And when the men of
that place recognised him, they
sent word to all in that region
and brought to him all who were
sick, 36 and they pleaded with
him that they might only touch
the fringe of his garment. And
as many as touched it were made
well.

CHAPTER 15

Jesus criticises traditions that
do not honour God

Then there came to Jesus Phari-
sees and scribes from Jerusalem,
saying: 2 Why do your disciples
transgress the tradition of the
elders? For they do not wash
their hands when they eat bread.
3 And he answered and said to
them: Why do you also trans-
gress the commandment of God
because of your tradition? 4 For

14:28 If- Peter knew that only Jesus would ask such a demanding thing.
That’s His style. We see it in our lives too.

14:30 Peter only saw the wind because he must’ve taken his eyes off Jesus
and looked at something blowing in the wind- maybe he looked back to the
boat. We too will sink if we take our eyes off Jesus.



MATTHEW 15:4-15:18

God said: Honour your father
and your mother, and he that
speaks evil of father or mother
must surely die. 3> But you say:
Whoever shall say to his father
or his mother: That with which
you might have been profited by
me is given to God- © he shall
not honour his father. Thus you
have made void the word of God
because of your tradition. 7 You
hypocrites, well did Isaiah proph-
esy of you, saying: 8 This people
honours me with their lips but
their heart is far from me. 9 But
in vain do they worship me,
teaching doctrines which are the
precepts of men.

Jesus teaches about the source
of evil

10 And he called to himself the
crowd, and said to them: Hear
and understand. 11 It is not what
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enters into the mouth which de-
files the man, but what proceeds
out of the mouth, this defiles the
man.

12Then came the disciples,
and said to him: Do you know
that the Pharisees were offended
when they heard this saying?
13 But he answered and said:
Every plant which my heav-
enly Father did not plant shall
be rooted up. 14 Let them alone.
They are blind guides. And if the
blind are guided by the blind,
both shall fall into a pit.

15 And Peter answered and said
to him: Explain to us the parable.
16 And he said: Are you still
without understanding? 17 Do
you not understand, that what-
ever goes into the mouth passes
into the belly and is expelled?
18 But the things which proceed
out of the mouth come forth out

15:6 Traditions are dangerous. God’s commandments are intended to have an
effect upon our lives; human traditions tend to find an easier way, whereby
His commands lack cutting edge in our lives.

15:9 Note the parallel between doctrines and commandments (:6). Under-
standing correct doctrine is important because doctrine shapes our lives; it is
a commandment.

15:16 We feel Jesus’ frustration with the disciples. He expected them to have
reached a higher point of perception than they had. He may set similar bench-
marks for us, as any good teacher does, and be disappointed at the slowness
of our growth. Matthew was telling his hearers that he too, and all the found-
ers of the early church, had been terribly slow to understand, and had been a
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of the heart, and it is they that
defile the man. 19 For out of the
heart come evil thoughts, mur-
ders, adulteries, sexual immo-
rality, thefts, false witness and
slander. 20 These are the things
which defile the man - but to eat
with unwashed hands does not
defile the man.

Jesus goes to other countries.
He heals a Gentile girl

21 And Jesus went away from
there and withdrew to the district
of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a Ca-
naanite woman from that region
came out and was crying: Have
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is severely
oppressed by a demon. 23 But
he did not answer her. And his
disciples came and begged him,
saying: Send her away, for she
cries out after us. 24 But he an-

MATTHEW 15:18-15:30

swered and said: I was only sent
to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel. 25 But she came and
knelt before him, saying: Lord!
Help me! 26 And he answered
and said: It is not right to take
the children’s bread and cast it
to the dogs. 27 But she said: Yes,
Lord. But even the dogs eat of
the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table. 28 Then Jesus an-
swered and said to her: O wom-
an, great is your faith. Be it done
to you even as you wish. And her
daughter was healed from that
moment.

Jesus heals many Gentiles

29 And Jesus departed from
there and came near to the Sea
of Galilee; and he went up the
mountain and sat there. 30 And
there came to him great crowds,
having with them the lame, blind,

great disappointment to Jesus. He preached the Gospel with humility and an
awareness of his own weakness.

15:19 Sin comes from within; nothing outside of us, e.g. demons or spirits,
can enter us and possess us, thereby making us sin. The source of sin is inter-
nal and not external. The real battle is for self control and spiritual minded-
ness. See notes about Satan.

15:27 The dogs were the Gentiles; crumbs were the miracles; the masters
were the Jews; the meal or table was Jesus’ fellowship and ministry to the
Jews. She showed humility and faith by saying this; she knew that even the
miracle she so sought was a mere crumb of what Jesus was offering Israel.
They refused so much.
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dumb, maimed and many others;
and they put them down at his
feet, and he healed them; 3! so
much so that the crowd won-
dered, when they saw the dumb
speaking, the maimed whole, the
lame walking and the blind see-
ing. And they glorified the God
of Israel.

Jesus feeds 4000 Gentile men
plus their families

32 Then Jesus called his disciples
to him, and said: I have compas-
sion on the crowd because they
have been with me now three
days and have nothing to eat.
I am unwilling to send them
away hungry, lest they faint on
the way. 33 And the disciples
said to him: Where can we get
so many loaves in this deserted
place to fill so great a crowd?
34 And Jesus said to them: How
many loaves have you? And they
said: Seven, and a few small
fish. 35 And he commanded the
crowd to sit down on the ground.
36 He took the seven loaves and
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the fish; and he gave thanks and
broke the bread and gave it to the
disciples, and the disciples gave
them to the crowds. 37 And they
all ate and were filled, and they
collected what was left over of
the broken pieces- seven bas-
kets full! 38 And besides women
and children, they that had eaten
were four thousand men. 39 And
he sent away the crowds, board-
ed the boat and went into the re-
gion of Magdalla.

CHAPTER 16

Jesus describes the Pharisees
and Sadducees as evil and
leaves again

And the Pharisees and Sadducees
came to test him, and asked him
to show them a sign from heav-
en. 2 But he answered and said
to them: When it is evening, you
say: It will be fair weather, for
the sky is red. 3 And in the morn-
ing: It will be foul weather today,
for the sky is red and threatening.
You know how to interpret the
appearance of the sky, but you

15:32 Jesus perceived that the crowd was hungry. Jesus is the same today
as He was then (Heb. 13:8). He’s just as perceptive to our needs as He was

then.

15:39 See on 14:23. The power of Jesus’ personality and words deeply im-

pressed Matthew.
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cannot interpret the signs of the
times. 4 An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and
there shall be no sign given to it
except the sign of Jonah. And he
left them and departed.

Jesus teaches the meaning of
yeast

5 When the disciples reached
the other side, they had forgot-
ten to bring any bread. ¢ And
Jesus said to them: Take heed
and beware of the yeast of the
Pharisees and Sadducees. 7 And
they discussed this among them-
selves, saying: We did not bring
any bread. 8 And Jesus, aware of
it, said: O you of little faith! Why
do you discuss among yourselves
that you have no bread? 9 Do
you still not understand? Do you
not remember the five loaves for
the five thousand, and how many
baskets you gathered 10 nor the
seven loaves of the four thousand
and how many baskets you took
up? 11 How is it that you fail to

MATTHEW 16:3-16:17

understand that I did not speak
about bread? Beware of the yeast
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
12 Then they understood that he
told them not to be careful con-
cerning the yeast in bread but of
the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

Jesus leaves Israel again

and tests His disciples’
understanding

13 Now when Jesus came into
the region of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, saying:
Who do men say that the Son of
Man is? 14 And they said: Some
say John the Baptist, some El-
ijah, and others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets. 15 He said to
them: But who do you say that
I am? 16 And Simon Peter an-
swered and said: You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.
17 And Jesus answered and said
to him: Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood
has not revealed it to you but my

16:11 Again note Jesus’ frustration with His followers’ lack of understand-
ing. We should so seek to understand Him, for clearly it’s pleasing to anyone
who loves us that we understand them. See on 15:16.

16:12 Doctrine is compared to yeast; it influences a large mass of dough, out
of proportion to its own volume. This is the power and importance of doc-

trine. We must understand correctly.
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Father who is in heaven. 18 And
I also say to you, you are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of the
grave shall not prevail against it.
19T will give to you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven; whatever
you shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever
you shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. 20 Then he or-
dered the disciples to tell no one
that he was the Christ.

Jesus teaches His disciples
about His forthcoming death
and resurrection

21 From that time Jesus began
to explain to his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be
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raised 22 And Peter took him and
began to rebuke him, saying: Be
it far from you, Lord. This shall
never happen to you! 23 But he
turned, and said to Peter: Get
behind me, Satan. You are a hin-
drance to me, for you are not set-
ting your mind on the things of
God, but on the things of man.

24 Then said Jesus to his disci-
ples: If anyone wants to be my
follower, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow
me. 25 For whoever would save
his life shall lose it, and whoev-
er shall lose his life for my sake
shall find it. 26 For what shall a
man be profited if he shall gain
the whole world and forfeit his
life? Or what shall a man give
in exchange for his life? 27 For
the Son of Man shall come in
the glory of his Father with his

16:18 The rock was the rock of Peter’s belief that Jesus was God’s Son (:16),
and Peter’s personal preaching of it. ‘Peter’ means ‘rock’; it was a nickname,
something like ‘Rocky’.

16:19 This was promised to all the disciples- Mt. 18:18. The Roman Cath-
olics misuse this verse to claim that Peter and therefore the Pope has this
power. But there’s no reason to think that any authority was passed on from
Peter, nor the other disciples, to any subsequent generation.

16:23 Peter is called ‘Satan’, ‘an adversary’, showing that ‘satan’ doesn’t
mean a sinful Angel. The word simply means ‘an adversary’. Jesus turned to
speak to Peter- Peter had been walking behind Jesus- and tells him to really
‘get behind me’. Hence He says in v. 24 that to follow behind Him means
taking up a cross. Peter didn’t want Jesus to die on the cross because this
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angels, and then shall he repay
every man according to his
deeds. 28 Truly 1 say to you:
There are some standing here
who will not taste death until
they see the Son of Man coming
in his kingdom.

CHAPTER 17

Jesus is transfigured

And after six days Jesus took
with him Peter and James and
John his brother, and led them up
a high mountain by themselves.
2 And he was transfigured before
them, and his face shone as the
sun and his garments became
white as the light. 3 And there
appeared before them Moses
and Eljjah talking with Jesus.
4 And Peter said to Jesus: Lord,
it is good for us to be here. If it
pleases you, I will make here
three tabernacles- one for you
and one for Moses and one for
Elijah. 5 While he was yet speak-

MATTHEW 16:27-17:9

ing, a bright cloud overshad-
owed them, and a voice came out
of the cloud, saying: This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Hear him! ¢ And when
the disciples heard it, they fell
on their face and were terrified.
7And Jesus came and touched
them, and said: Arise and be
not afraid. 8 And lifting up their
eyes, they saw no one, save Je-
sus only.

9 And as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus commanded

“Jesus came and touched them”
17:7

meant that those who followed Jesus should also likewise die. But Jesus tells
him to really get behind Him, to be a real follower of Him, not just externally
but in the spirit of carrying His cross. Peter failed badly here, so soon after
his spiritual peak of 16:17,18. Our spirituality- and that of our brethren- goes

up and down dramatically.

16:28 This is a reference to the transfiguration which we now read of in chap-

ter 17.

17:9 “The vision” [Gk.]. Moses and Elijah weren’t literally there, they were

seen by the disciples in a vision.
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them, saying: Tell the vision to
no one, until the Son of Man be
risen from the dead. 10 And his
disciples asked him: Why do the
scribes say that Elijah must first
come? ! And he answered and
said: Elijah indeed comes and
shall restore all things. 12 But I
say unto you, that Elijjah came
already and they knew him not,
but did to him whatever they
would. Likewise shall the Son
of Man suffer by their hands.
13 Then understood the disciples
that he spoke to them of John the
Baptist.

Jesus heals an epileptic and
teaches about faith

14 And when they came to the
crowd, a man came up to him

49

and knelt before him, saying:
15 Lord, have mercy on my son,
for he is epileptic and suffers
terribly. For often he falls into
the fire and often into the wa-
ter. 16 So I brought him to your
disciples but they could not cure
him. 17 And Jesus answered and
said: O faithless and perverse
generation! How long shall 1 be
with you? How long must I tol-
erate you? Bring him here to me.
18 And Jesus rebuked him; and
the demon went out of him and
the boy was cured from that mo-
ment.

19 Then came the disciples to
Jesus privately, and said: Why
could we not cast it out? 20 And
he said to them: Because of your
little faith. For truly I say to you:

17:11 An Elijah prophet will come to Israel in the last days to prepare them
for the return of Christ, just as John the Baptist tried to prepare them for His
first coming [see Malachi 4].

17:15 Lunatic [Gk.]- someone struck by the moon. The belief that the moon
struck people at night causing them to go mad was a wrong understanding.
But Jesus didn’t explicitly correct this. He showed by the magnitude of His
miracle that such beliefs, whether or not they had any truth in them, were
irrelevant compared to God’s power. Hence references to demon possession
decrease throughout the Gospels and New Testament- it became apparent that
they don’t exist, or if they do, they are irrelevant compared to God’s power.
17:17 Again Jesus shows His frustration with their lack of spiritual percep-
tion- see on 15:16; 16:11. To be frustrated isn’t sinful- for Jesus never sinned.
If He so desires understanding from us- let’s give ourselves to trying to un-
derstand. And surely He will help us if we ask Him.



50

If you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you shall say to
this mountain, move from here
to there, and it will move. Noth-
ing shall be impossible for you.
21 But this kind will not go out
except by prayer and fasting.

Jesus repeats that He is to die
and rise again

22 And while they stayed in Gali-
lee, Jesus said to them: The Son
of Man shall be delivered up into
the hands of men, 23 and they
shall kill him, and the third day
he shall be raised up. And they
were greatly distressed.

Jesus teaches about the true
fireedom of sons of God

24 And when they arrived in Ca-
pernaum, they that collected the
tribute money came to Peter, and
said: Does not your teacher pay
the tribute money? 25 He said:
Yes. And when he came into the

MATTHEW 17:20-18:3

house, Jesus spoke to him first of
all, saying: Simon. What do you
think? The kings of the earth,
from whom do they receive toll
or tribute? From their own chil-
dren, or from strangers? 26 And
when he said ‘From strangers’,
Jesus said to him: Therefore the
children are free. 27 However,
not to give offence to them, go to
the sea, cast a hook and take the
first fish that comes up, and when
you open its mouth you will find
a coin. Take that and give it to
them for me and for yourself.

CHAPTER 18

Jesus teaches about greatness
and humility

At that time the disciples came to
Jesus, saying: Who then is great-
est in the kingdom of heaven?
2 And he called to himself a little
child and set him in the midst of
them, 3 and said: Truly I say to
you, except you turn and become

17:20 Just a small amount of real faith is very powerful. Faith is so powerful
that you don’t need much of it- just a little of the real thing is quite enough.

17:25 Jesus paid tribute tax even when He didn’t have to and when the rea-
soning behind the demand for it was wrong. We should do the same. We can-
not change geopolitics now; we must wait for His return and the coming of

God’s Kingdom.

17:27 Jesus was very sensitive to not making people spiritually stumble.
Even people whom we would consider as disinterested in His Gospel.
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as little children, you shall in
no wise enter into the kingdom
of heaven. 4 Whoever therefore
shall humble himself as this lit-
tle child, the same is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And
whoever shall receive one such
little child in my name receives
me. ©But whoever shall cause
one of these little ones that be-
lieve in me to stumble, it would
be better for him that a great
millstone should be hung about
his neck and that he should be
drowned in the depths of the
sea. 7 Woe to the world because
of temptations to stumble! For
it is necessary that the tempta-
tions occur, but woe to that man
through whom the temptation
comes!
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8 And if your hand or your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off
and throw it away. It is better
for you to enter into life maimed
or lame, rather than having two
hands or two feet to be thrown
into the perpetual fire. 9 And if
your eye causes you to stumble,
pluck it out and throw it away. It
is better for you to enter into life
with one eye, rather than having
two eyes to be thrown into Ge-
henna.

10 See you do not despise one of
these little ones. For I say to you,
that in heaven their angels do al-
ways see the presence of my Fa-
ther who is in heaven. ! For the
Son of Man came to save those
which were lost.

18:3 Conversion has various levels. The disciples had been converted, but
there was a higher level of conversion- to become like children. Baptism isn’t
the end of our conversion- it’s part of the process.

18:5 Jesus invites us to see Him as represented by the child. In the 1% Century
world, children and women were considered as non-persons. But Jesus paid
great attention to them and showed how He valued them as persons.

18:6 Such drowning in the sea as a millstone is Babylon’s judgment (Rev.
18:21). Those who make others sin or stumble will share in Babylon’s pun-
ishment at the last day- they will be “condemned with the world” (1 Cor.
11:32). Those rejected by Jesus will be sent back into the world they so
loved- and share its judgment.

18:8 Everlasting fire is symbolic of total destruction. Jerusalem was punished
with this (Jer. 17:27)- but there is no eternal fire there today. Don’t read ‘eter-
nal fire’ literally.
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Jesus teaches that God searches
for lost sheep

12 What do you think? If a man
has a hundred sheep and one of
them has gone astray, does he
not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of
the one that went astray? 13 And
if he finds it, truly I say to you,
he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that never
went astray. 14 So it is not the
wish of your Father who is in
heaven that one of these little
ones should perish.

Jesus teaches about sin and
forgiving each other

I5And if your brother sins
against you, go show him his
fault, between you and him
alone. If he hears you, you have
gained your brother. 16 But if
he does not hear you, take with

MATTHEW 18:12-18:21

you one or two others, that at the
mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.
17 And if he refuses to hear them,
tell it to the church, and if he
refuses to hear the church also,
let him be to you as the Gentile
and the tax collectors.

18 Truly I say to you: Whatever
things you shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever things you shall re-
lease on earth shall be released
in heaven. 19 Again I say to you,
that if two of you shall agree on
earth as touching anything that
they shall ask, it shall be done
for them by my Father who is
in heaven. 20 For where two or
three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of
them.

21 Then Peter came and said
to him: Lord, how often shall

18:17 Unto you- you singular [Gk.]. This passage speaks about personal
disagreements. If you follow this process, the end result is that you person-
ally will treat the other person as a Gentile and tax collector- both of which
groups Jesus especially sought to minister to and win for Him. It doesn’t
speak about a church disfellowshipping an individual.

18:20 Jesus is with us all the time individually, but He is especially with us
when we gather together. Hence the importance of believers meeting together
rather than believing in isolation.

18:21 Sin against- Peter refers back to v. 15. Jesus seems to be saying that
we can go through the process He outlines in :15-17. But the higher level is
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my brother sin against me and I
forgive him? Until seven times?
22 Jesus said to him: I do not say
to you until seven times, but un-
til seventy times seven.

23 Therefore is the kingdom of
heaven likened to a certain king
who would make a reckoning
with his servants. 24 And when
he had begun to reckon, one
was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents. 25 And
since he could not pay, his mas-
ter ordered that he be sold with
his wife and children and all that
he had, and payment to be made.
26 The servant therefore fell on
his knees, saying: Lord, have pa-
tience with me and I will pay you
all that T owe. 27 And the lord of
that servant, being moved with
compassion, released him and
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forgave him the debt. 28 But that
servant went out and found one
of his fellow-servants, who owed
him a hundred denarii, and he
laid hold on him and took him by
the throat, saying: Pay what you
owe. 29So his fellow-servant
fell down and begged him, say-
ing: Have patience with me and
I will pay you. 30 But he refused
and had him cast into prison, un-
til he should pay that which was
due. 31 When his fellow servants
saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their master
all that had taken place. 32 Then
his lord summoned him and said
to him: You wicked servant; be-
cause you pleaded with me I for-
gave you all that debt. 33 Should
not you also have had mercy on

to forgive unconditionally. If somebody sins against us 490 times / day and
claims each time to have repented, it’s clear their repentance is insincere.
Jesus is saying we should forgive people without trying to assess nor believe
the sincerity of their repentance. For the nature of the forgiveness we show
others is what we will be shown.

18:24 There’s an element of unreality in this story. How could a person amass
such a huge debt? Only because the King kept on and on lending to him,
knowing the man could never repay. This speaks of God’s forgiveness of us
and the enormity of our debt to Him. Realizing our sinfulness will motivate
us to forgive others.

18:31 When we see unreasonable behaviour from our brethren, the response
is to tell it to the Lord. He knows about it already, but it’s good for us psycho-
logically to tell the story to Him in prayer.
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your fellow-servant, even as I
had mercy on you? 34 And his
lord was angry and delivered him
to the jailors, until he should pay
all that was due. 35 So also my
heavenly Father will do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother from your heart.

CHAPTER 19

Jesus is tested by the Pharisees

about interpretation of the Law
of Moses — divorce

And it came to pass when Jesus
had finished these words, he de-
parted from Galilee and came
into the region of Judea on the
other side of the Jordan. 2 And
great crowds followed him; and
he healed them there.

3 And Pharisees came up to him
and tested him, by asking: Is it
lawful to divorce one’s wife for
any cause? 4 And he answered

MATTHEW 18:33-19:9

and said: Have you not read, that
He who made them from the be-
ginning made them male and fe-
male, 5 and said: For this cause
shall a man leave his father and
mother and shall cleave to his
wife, and the two shall become
one flesh? 6 So they are no more
two but one flesh. What therefore
God has joined together, do not
let man separate. 7 They said to
him: Why then did Moses com-
mand to give a certificate of di-
vorce and to put her away? & He
said to them: Moses for your
hardness of heart allowed you to
send away your wives, but from
the beginning it has not been so.
9 And I say to you, whoever shall
send his wife away, except for
“porneia” and shall marry an-
other, commits adultery; and he
that marries a divorced woman,
commits adultery.

19:5, 6 Often partners don’t psychologically ‘leave’ their parents, and only
when this is done can they cleave to their partner. As they try to do this, so
God will confirm them in ‘joining’ them. Partners are glued together [Gk.]
by God in His own way- often through life circumstances overruled by Him.
Adultery is therefore so wrong. It’s a fighting against God’s work in a cou-
ples’ life.

19:8 God makes concessions to human weakness. He knows the mind of
those He has created. He sets an ideal standard but is willing to accept a
lower achievement from us in practice. But this is no reason to abuse this.
If we love God we will try to live life on the higher levels rather than be
minimalists.
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10 The disciples said to him: If
such is the case of a man with
his wife, it is better not to marry.
11 But he said to them: Not all
men can receive this saying, but
they to whom it is given. 12 For
there are eunuchs that were born
so from their mother’s womb,
and there are eunuchs that were
made eunuchs by men, and there
are eunuchs that made them-
selves eunuchs for the kingdom
of heaven’s sake. He that is able
to receive it, let him receive it.

Jesus welcomes children

13 Then little children were
brought to him, so that he should
lay his hands on them and pray;
but the disciples rebuked them.
14 But Jesus said: Let the lit-
tle children come to me and do
not prevent them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of heaven.
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15 And he laid his hands on them
and departed from there.

Jesus teaches a young man the
cost of true discipleship

16 And someone came to him
and said: Teacher, what good
thing shall I do, that I may have
eternal life? 17 And he said to
him: Why do you ask me about
what is good? There is only One
who is good. If you would enter
life, keep the commandments.
18 He said to him: Which? And
Jesus said: You shall not kill, you
shall not commit adultery, you
shall not steal, you shall not bear
false witness, 19 honour your fa-
ther and mother and, you shall
love your neighbour as your-
self. 20 The young man said to
him: All these things have I ob-
served from my youth. What do
I still lack? 21 Jesus said to him:

19:11 There are different levels. Some people can live on a higher level than
others spiritually, especially in this area of marriage and human relationships.
We must bear this in mind when forming opinions about those in the church
who fail in these areas.

19:17 Jesus is at pains to show that He is not God Himself. The man wanted
to know what he could do to be perfect. Jesus was perfect; but even then, His
standing with God was only what it was by God’s grace.

19:20 The young man said he had kept the commandments from his youth.
That’s youthful arrogance! But Jesus loved him (Mk. 10:21) rather than con-
demning his obvious arrogance and self-contradiction.

19:21 This was a specific command to the young man; it’s not a global com-
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If you would be perfect, go sell
your possessions and give to the
poor, and you shall have treas-
ure in heaven, and come follow
me. 22 But when the young man
heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he was one that
had great possessions.

23 And Jesus said to his dis-
ciples: Truly I say to you: It is
hard for a rich man to enter into
the kingdom of heaven. 24 And
again [ say to you: It is easier
for a camel to go through a nee-
dle’s eye, than for a rich man to
enter into the kingdom of God.
25 And when the disciples heard
it, they were surprised, saying:
Who then can be saved? 26 And
Jesus looking upon them said to
them: With men this is impossi-

MATTHEW 19:21-19:30

ble, but with God all things are
possible.

27 Then asked Peter, saying:
We have left all and followed
you. What then shall we receive
as a reward? 28 And Jesus said
to them: Truly I say to you: You
who have followed me, in the
regeneration when the Son of
Man shall sit on the throne of
his glory, you also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And
everyone that has left houses, or
brothers, or sisters, or father, or
mother, or children, or lands, for
my name’s sake, shall receive
a hundredfold and shall inherit
eternal life. 30 But many shall
be last that are first, and first
that are last.

mand to all Christians to sell literally all they have. The example of converts
in the later New Testament shows that they didn’t do this. “The poor” are
often poor because of their own bad decisions. But Jesus says that we should
still be generous to them with all that we have, rather than blaming them for
having got themselves into the hole they have. If a person’s in a hole, how-
ever they got there, they still need our help out of it. Just as God does to us.
19:24 The needle gate was the small gate in a city wall through which only
people could walk. For a camel to pass through it, it had to kneel down and
have all its baggage unloaded- and even then it could only just squeeze
through. We must shed our wealth and humble ourselves if we are to enter
the Kingdom.

19:25 The disciples held the common but wrong idea that wealthy people
were wealthy because God had blessed them. Jesus here totally deconstructs
the ‘prosperity Gospel’.
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CHAPTER 20

Jesus’ parable of the labourers
in the vineyard

For the kingdom of heaven is
like a master of a house who
went out early in the morning to
hire labourers for his vineyard.
2 And when he had agreed with
the labourers for a denarius a
day, he sent them into his vine-
yard. 3 And he went out about
the third hour and saw others
standing in the marketplace idle.
4 And to them he said: You go
also into the vineyard and what-
ever is right I will give you. And
they went their way. 5 Again he
went out about the sixth and
the ninth hour and did likewise.
6 And about the eleventh hour he
went out and found others stand-
ing, and he said to them: Why do
you stand here idle all the day?
7They said to him: Because
no one has hired us. He said to
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them: You go also into the vine-
yard. 8 And when evening came,
the owner of the vineyard said
to his steward: Call the labour-
ers and pay them their wages,
beginning from the last to the
first. 9 And when they who
were hired about the eleventh
hour came, they each received
a denarius. 10 And when the first
came, they supposed that they
would receive more, but like-
wise each received a denarius.
1T And when they received it,
they grumbled at the master of
the house, saying: 12 These last
have spent only one hour but
you have made them equal to us,
who have borne the burden of
the day and the scorching heat.
13 And he answered and said to
one of them: Friend, I do you no
wrong. Did you not agree with
me for a denarius? 14 Take that
which is yours and go your way.

20:2 The penny represents salvation.

20:6 Those who don’t serve Christ are standing around doing nothing- no
matter their intellect and full diaries. It was only the old and weak who were
not taken by anyone to work. But they wanted to work- so they stood there
all day in the hope someone might be desperate enough for workers that he
would take them. God is desperate for workers, and we who are called to
Christ in these last days are those weak workers. Like those called at the last
moment in Lk. 14:23 are the street people and desperate. That’s us.

20:8 We are ‘called’ by the Angel appearing when Christ returns to gather us
to judgment.
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It is my wish to give to this last
even as | gave to you. 15 Is it not
lawful for me to do what I wish
with my own money? Or is your
eye evil, because I am good?
16 So the last shall be first and
the first last.

Jesus repeats His teaching
about His death and
resurrection

17 And as Jesus was going up
to Jerusalem he took the twelve
disciples aside, and on the way
he said to them: 18 Listen, we
go up to Jerusalem, and the Son
of Man shall be delivered to the
chief priests and scribes; and
they shall condemn him to death,
19 and shall deliver him to the
Gentiles to mock and to scourge
and to crucify; and the third day
he shall be raised up.

Jesus rebukes those who

seek power and teaches the

importance of being a servant
20 Then the mother of the sons

of Zebedee came to him with

her sons, kneeling before him

MATTHEW 20:14-20:27

and asking a certain thing of
him. 2! And he said to her: What
do you desire? She said to him:
Command that in your kingdom
these my two sons may sit, one
on your right hand, and one
on your left hand. 22 But Jesus
answered and said: You do not
know what you ask. Are you
able to drink the cup that I am
about to drink? They said to
him: We are able. 23 He said to
them: You shall drink my cup
indeed - but to sit on my right
hand and on my left hand, is not
mine to give, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared
by my Father.

24 And when the ten heard it,
they were moved with indigna-
tion concerning the two broth-
ers. 25 But Jesus called them to
himself, and said: You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them and their great ones
exercise authority over them.
26 1t shall not be so among you.
But whoever would be great
among you- must be your serv-
ant. 27 And whoever would be

20:14 The implication could be that this man is ‘fired’- he must go his way,
away from Jesus, because he thought that he was more worthy than the weak,
sick, old or lazy workers who had also been hired. Such spiritual snobbism is

so repellent to Jesus.
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first among you shall be your
slave. 28 Even as the Son of Man
came not to be ministered to, but
to minister, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.

Jesus heals two determined
blind men

29 And as they went out from
Jericho, a great crowd followed
him. 30 And two blind men who
were sitting by the way side, when
they heard that Jesus was passing
by, cried out, saying: Lord, have
mercy on us, you Son of David.
31 And the crowd rebuked them,
that they should hold their peace;
but they cried out the more, say-
ing, Lord, have mercy on us, you
Son of David! 32 And Jesus stood
still and called them, and said:
What do you desire I do for you?
33 They said to him: Lord, that
our eyes may be opened. 34 And
Jesus, being moved with com-
passion, touched their eyes; and
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immediately they received their
sight and followed him.
CHAPTER 21
Jesus enters Jerusalem in
triumph

And when they drew near to Je-
rusalem and came to Bethphage,
to the mount of Olives, then Je-
sus sent two disciples, 2 saying
to them: Go into the village in
front of you, and immediately
you will find a donkey tied, and
a colt with her. Untie them and
bring them to me. 3 And if any-
one says something to you, you
shall say: The Lord has need of
them. And immediately he will
send them. 4 Now this happened
so that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken through the prophet,
saying: 5 Tell the daughter of
Zion: Look, your King comes
to you, meek and riding upon an
ass and upon a colt the foal of an
ass.

20:28 A radical inversion of human values. We are here to serve, to give; not
to be served, get wealthy or receive some benefit for ourselves. The very op-

posite of the ‘prosperity Gospel’.

20:32 Why ask this, when the answer was obvious? To focus those men upon
their own need. Jesus does the same with us; through His word and hand in
our lives, He brings us to perceive how much we want what we say we want.
21:5 A humble King was a contradiction in terms. A King was supposed to
ride upon a battle horse, not a donkey. It’s like a President arriving in a bat-
tered 20 year old small car, rather than a cavalcade of Mercedes.



60

6 And the disciples went and
did as Jesus directed them, 7 and
brought the ass and the colt and
put on them their garments; and
he sat thereon. 8 Most of the
crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them
on the road. 9 And the crowds
that went before him and that
followed shouted: Hosanna to
the Son of David! Blessed is he
that comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!

10 And when he had arrived in
Jerusalem, all the city was stirred,
saying: Who is this? !l And the
crowds said: This is the prophet
Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.

Jesus clears the temple and
heals people there

12 And Jesus entered into the
temple of God and cast out all
them that sold and bought in the
temple. and overthrew the tables
of the money-changers and the

MATTHEW 21:6-21:19

seats of them that sold the doves.
13 And he said to them: It is writ-
ten, my house shall be called a
house of prayer; but you make it
a den of robbers.

14 And the blind and the lame
came to him in the temple and
he healed them. !5 But when the
chief priests and the scribes saw
the wonderful things that he did
and the children that were cry-
ing in the temple and saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David!,
they were moved with indigna-
tion, and said to him: 16 Do you
hear what these are saying? And
Jesus said to them: Yes. Did you
never read: Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings you have
perfected praise? 17 And he left
them and went out of the city to
Bethany and lodged there.

Jesus condemns a fig tree

18 Now in the morning as he re-
turned to the city, he became hun-
gry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the

21:9 The crowd were so fickle. A few days later they would cry “Crucify
him!”; and 6 weeks later claim to have accepted the preaching of Peter. Fick-
leness is part of our nature; what God and Jesus desire, as we do in any rela-
tionship, is stability, loyalty to the end, faithfulness.

21:14 The blind and lame had been banned from the temple due to a Jewish
misapplication of 2 Sam. 5:8. But Jesus welcomed into God’s house those

whom man had banned from it.

21:18 He hungered for spiritual fruit on Israel, the fig tree. He was prepared
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roadside, he went to it and found
nothing thereon but leaves only;
and he said to it: Let there be no
fruit from you again. And imme-
diately the fig tree withered away.
20 And when the disciples saw it,
they marvelled, saying: How did
the fig tree immediately wither
away? 21 And Jesus answered and
said to them: Truly I say to you, If
you have faith and doubt not, you
shall not only do what is done to
the fig tree, but even if you shall
say to this mountain: Be taken up
and cast into the sea, it shall be
done. 22 And all things, whatever
you shall ask in prayer, believing,
you shall receive.

Jesus is challenged by the
authorities in the temple

23 And when he had entered into
the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching, and
said: By what authority do you
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do these things? And who gave
you this authority? 24 And Jesus
answered and said to them: I also
will ask you one question, which
if you tell me, I likewise will tell
you by what authority I do these
things. 25 The baptism of John,
where was it from? From heav-
en or from men? And they dis-
cussed it among themselves, say-
ing: If we shall say, from heaven,
he will say to us, why then did
you not believe him? 26 But if
we shall say, from men, we fear
the crowd, for all hold John as a
prophet. 27 And they answered
Jesus and said: We do not know.
He replied to them: Neither will
I tell you by what authority I do
these things.

Jesus’ parable of the two sons

28 But what do you think? A man
had two sons, and he came to the
first, and said: Son, today go and
work in the vineyard. 29 And he

to eat even the unripe fruit which the leaves promised to be there. He cursed
it because there was an appearance of fruit, i.e. it had leaves, but in reality
there wasn’t even the beginnings of spiritual fruit. He is satisfied with even
our immature spirituality- if we do at least something (Mt. 25:27).

21:22 We should visualize the answer to our prayers and act and feel as if
they have been answered. But this verse is only part of the overall Bible
teaching about prayer- we can only pray with such confidence if we know it

is according to God’s will (1 Jn. 5:14).
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answered and said: I will not; but
afterward he repented and went.
30 And he came to the second and
said likewise. And he answered
and said: I go sir; but did not go.
31 Which of the two did the will
of his father? They replied: The
first. Jesus said to them: Truly I
say to you, that the tax collec-
tors and the prostitutes go into
the kingdom of God before you.
32 For John came to you in the
way of righteousness and you
did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes be-
lieved him; and afterwards when
you saw it, you still did not re-
pent and believe him.

Jesus’ parable of the vineyard
and the husbandmen

33 Hear another parable. There
was a man that was master of a

MATTHEW 21:29-21:40

house, who planted a vineyard
and set a hedge about it and dug
a winepress in it and built a tow-
er, and let it out to husbandmen;
and went into another country.
34 And when the harvest season
drew near, he sent his servants to
the husbandmen, to get his fruit.
35 And the husbandmen took his
servants and beat one and killed
another and stoned another.
36 Again, he sent other servants
more than the first, and they did
the same to them. 37 And last of
all he sent his son to them, saying:
They will respect my son. 38 But
the husbandmen, when they saw
the son, said among themselves:
This is the heir. Come, let us
kill him and take his inheritance.
39 And they took him and threw
him out of the vineyard and killed
him. 40 When therefore the owner

21:30 Often parables present two kinds of people- those who appear to
be righteous and aren’t; and those who are openly disobedient but repent.
Churches seem full of the first category, but these aren’t those whom God ac-
cepts. We have to accept that we are serious sinners, and repent.

21:35 These servants represent God’s prophets whom He sent to Israel in the
Old Testament.

21:37 Here is the hopefulness of God. On one hand, He knew from the be-
ginning that Israel would reject and kill His Son. But He had such hope that
they would not. The God who is omnipotent sometimes and in some ways
limits His power; and He does the same with His knowledge, His omnis-
cience. He has entered into relationship with us and therefore He has in a way
limited Himself in order to conduct that relationship with us on a legitimate,
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of the vineyard shall come, what
will he do to those husbandmen?
41 They said to him: He will mis-
erably destroy those miserable
men and will let out the vineyard
to other husbandmen, who shall
pay him the fruits in their sea-
sons. 42 Jesus said to them: Did
you never read in the scriptures:
The stone which the builders re-
jected, the same was made the
head of the corner. This was the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvel-
lous in our eyes. 43 Therefore say
I to you: The kingdom of God
shall be taken away from you and
shall be given to a nation bring-
ing forth the fruits of it. 44 And
he that falls on this stone shall be
broken to pieces, but on whomso-
ever it shall fall, it will scatter him
as dust.

45 And when the chief priests
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and the Pharisees heard his
parables, they perceived that he
spoke of them. 46 And although
they were seeking to arrest him,
they feared the crowds, because
they held him to be a prophet.

CHAPTER 22

Jesus’ parable about the
wedding feast

And Jesus answered and spoke
again in parables to them, say-
ing: 2 The kingdom of heaven
is likened to a certain king, who
made a marriage feast for his
son, 3 and sent out his servants
to call them that were invited
to the marriage feast, but they
would not come. 4 Again he sent
other servants, saying: Tell them
that were invited: Look, I have
made ready my dinner. My oxen
and my fatlings are killed and

meaningful level. Hence we read of God’s shock, hurt and surprise at human
actions.

21:44 This refers to how the image of Daniel 2, representing the kingdoms
of men, is to be ground to powder by the return of Christ to the earth. He will
judge those who reject Him along with the world whose ways they so loved
(1 Cor. 11:32). We either fall upon Christ and are broken, through recogniz-
ing our sins (1 Pet. 2:8); or He will fall upon us and break us at the last day.
So there is a logic to all this- we must be broken people now, or we will
be broken then. The true community of believers is one of broken men and
women.

22:4 Everything was ‘ready’ for God’s Kingdom in the first century, but the
Jews rejected it.
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all things are ready. Come to the
marriage feast! 5 But they made
light of it and went their ways,
one to his farm, another to his
business, ¢ while the rest seized
his servants, treated them shame-
fully, and killed them. 7 The king
was angry, and he sent his armies
and destroyed those murderers
and burnt their city. 8 Then he
said to his servants: The wedding
is ready, but they that were invit-
ed were not worthy. 9 Therefore,
go to the main roads and as many
as you shall find, invite them to
the marriage feast. 10 And those
servants went out into the high-
ways and gathered together as
many as they found, both bad
and good; and the wedding was
filled with guests.

MATTHEW 22:4-22:16

11 But when the king entered
to see the guests, he saw there
a man who was not wearing a
wedding-garment. 12And he
said to him: Friend, how did you
come in here without a wedding-
garment? And he was speech-
less. 13 Then the king said to the
servants: Bind him hand and foot
and throw him outside into the
darkness, where there shall be
the weeping and the gnashing of
teeth. 14 For many are called but
few chosen.

The Pharisees try to trap Jesus
— Tribute money to Caesar

15 Then the Pharisees went and
plotted how they might trap him
in his talk. 16 And they sent to
him their disciples, along with

22:5 Just as people today allow the busyness of their lives to stop them from
responding to the Gospel.

22:7 Jerusalem was burnt by the Roman armies in AD70. They were God s
armies in the sense that He controlled and used them. Those who persecute us
are also in a sense directly under God’s control.

22:10 There will be both bad and good people who accept the invitation;
just as the weeds grow together with the wheat in the field of the church (Mt.
13:29). We shouldn’t be surprised at the sense that this is the case; but it’s not
areason to leave the church. We will not find any pure church.

22:11 The wedding garment represents the righteousness of God which is
given to us when we are clothed with Christ in baptism. In weddings of those
days, the white wedding garment was given to the guests as they entered the
feast. To refuse it was arrogant- presumably the person thought that his own
clothes were better than the wedding garment offered by the host.
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the Herodians, saying: Teacher.
We know that you are true and
teach the way of God in truth
and care not for anyone, for you
regard not the person of men.
17Tell us therefore, what you
think. Is it lawful to give tribute
to Caesar, or not? 18 But Jesus
perceived their wickedness and
said: Why do you test me? You
hypocrites! 19 Show me the trib-
ute money. And they brought to
him a denarius. 20 And he said to
them: Whose is this image and
superscription? 2! They said to
him: Caesar’s. He then said to
them: Therefore give to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.
22 And when they heard it, they
marvelled and left him and went
away.

The Sadducees try to trap

Jesus — resurrection

23 The same day Sadducees, that
say that there is no resurrection,
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came to him; and they asked
him: 24 Teacher. Moses said
that if a man dies having had no
children, his brother shall marry
his wife and raise up seed to
his brother. 25 Now there were
with us seven brothers; and the
first married and died having
no seed, and thus left his wife
to his brother. 26 In like manner
the second also and the third, to
the seventh. 27 And after them
all, the woman died. 28 In the
resurrection therefore, whose
wife shall she be of the seven?
For they all had her. 29 But Je-
sus answered and said to them:
You are mistaken, as you nei-
ther know the scriptures, nor
the power of God. 30 For in the
resurrection they neither marry,
nor are given in marriage, but
are like the angels in heaven.

31 But as touching the resurrec-
tion of the dead, have you not
read what was spoken to you by
God, saying: 32 1 am the God of

22:21 The coin had Caesar’s image on it and therefore should be given to
him. Our bodies are what has God’s image on it, and we should give them

to God.

22:30 We are to be made as the Angels; we will be eternal and unable to
sin, therefore the Angels are like that today. There are no sinful Angels in

Heaven.

22:32 Those men are dead and unconscious, but their memory lives on with
God, to the extent that when He says “I am [still, now, today] the God of...
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Abraham and the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob? He is not
God of the dead, but of the liv-
ing. 33 And when the crowds
heard it, they were astonished at
his teaching.

A Pharisee Lawyer tries to
trap Jesus — The greatest
commandment

34 But when the Pharisees
heard that he had put the Sad-
ducees to silence, they gathered
together. 35 And one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question,
testing him: 36 Teacher, which
is the greatest commandment in
the law? 37 And he said to him:
You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all
your mind. 38 This is the great
and first commandment. 39 And
the second is like it: You shall

MATTHEW 22:32-22:46

love your neighbour as yourself.
40 On these two commandments
hang the whole law and the
prophets.

Jesus tests the Pharisees —
Who is the Son of David?

41 Now while the Pharisees
were gathered together, Jesus
asked them a question, saying:
42 What do you think of the
Christ? Whose son is he? They
said to him: The son of David.
43 He said to them: How then
does David in the Spirit call him
Lord, saying: 44 The Lord said
to my Lord, sit at my right hand
until I put your enemies under-
neath your feet. 45 If David then
calls him Lord, how is he his
son? 46 And no one could say a
word in reply. From that day no-
body dared to ask him any other
questions.

Jacob”, He means that He visualizes Jacob as actually alive. Jacob will be
resurrected and given eternal life when Jesus returns; but God speaks about
those things which are not yet as if they are, because the future is totally as-
sured from His perspective (Rom. 4:17).

22:39 The Jews were always arguing about which commandment was most
important. Jesus answers by saying that there are two commandments which
are in fact one- to love God and to love our neighbour. His point is that these
two can’t be separated. We can’t be Christians in isolation from people; we
can’t love God and be indifferent to our neighbour.

22:45 The Jews thought that David was greater than Messiah; Jesus is saying
that it’s the other way around.
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CHAPTER 23
Jesus warns the people
about the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees
Then Jesus spoke to the crowds
and to his disciples, saying:
2 The scribes and the Pharisees
sit on Moses seat. 3 Therefore
all things whatever they tell
you, do and observe; but do not
you copy their works, for they
say and do not. 4 Yes, they bind
heavy burdens and lay them on
men’s shoulders; but they will
not move them with their finger.
5 But they do all their works to
be seen by men. For they make
their phylacteries wide and the
tassels on their garments long,
6 and they love the chief place at
feasts, and the chief seats in the
synagogues, 7 and the salutations
in the marketplaces, and to be
called of men, Rabbi.

8 But you are not to be called
Rabbi- for one is your teacher,
and all you are brothers. 9 And
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call no one on the earth your fa-
ther- for one is your Father, He
who is in heaven. 10 Neither be
called masters - for one is your
master, the Christ. 11 But he that
is greatest among you shall be
your servant. !2And whoever
shall exalt himself shall be hum-
bled, and whoever shall humble
himself shall be exalted.

13 But woe to you, Scribes and
Pharisees. Hypocrites! You shut
the kingdom of heaven in peo-
ple’s faces. For you neither enter
yourselves nor allow those who
would enter to go in. 14 Woe to
you Scribes and Pharisees. Hyp-
ocrites! For you devour widows’
houses, while for a pretence you
make long prayers. Therefore
you shall receive greater con-
demnation.

15Woe to you, Scribes and
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
compass sea and land to make
one proselyte, and when he has
become so, you make him two-

23:9 The practice of calling a priest ‘Father’ is therefore totally wrong.
23:13 We can both enable and hinder others from entering God’s Kingdom.
Causing others not to enter the Kingdom by our words, actions or example is
one of the most serious sins. The Pharisees were a very small group, but the
Gospel records give much time to describing Christ’s interaction with them-
for legalism and discouraging others from entering the Kingdom is such a
serious sin, which we can so easily commit.
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fold more a son of Gehenna than
yourselves.

16 Woe to you, you blind guides,
who say: Whoever swears by the
temple, it is nothing; but who-
ever swears by the gold of the
temple, he is bound by his oath.
17 You blind fools! For which is
greater, the gold, or the temple
that has made the gold sacred?
18 And, Whoever shall swear by
the altar, it is nothing! But who-
ever shall swear by the gift that is
upon it, he is bound by his oath.
19 You blind men! For which is
greater: the gift, or the altar that
makes the gift sacred? 20 He
therefore that swears by the altar,
swears by it and by all things on
it. 21 And he that swears by the
temple, swears by it and by Him
that dwells in it. 22 And he that
swears by heaven, swears by the
throne of God and by Him that
sits on it.

23 Woe to you Scribes and Phar-
isees. Hypocrites! For you tithe
mint and anise and cumin, yet
have left undone the weightier
matters of the law, justice, mercy
and faith. These you ought to
have done, and not to have left

MATTHEW 23:15-23:31

the other undone. 24 You blind
guides, that strain out the gnat
and swallow the camel! 25 Woe
to you Scribes and Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you cleanse the
outside of the cup and of the
platter, but within they are full
of extortion and excess. 26 You
blind Pharisee! Cleanse first the
inside of the cup and of the plate,
that the outside of it may become
clean also.

27Woe to you, Scribes and
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs,
which outwardly appear beauti-
ful but inwardly are full of dead
men’s bones and of all unclean-
ness. 28 Even so you also out-
wardly appear righteous to men,
but inwardly you are full of hy-
pocrisy and iniquity.

29 Woe to you, Scribes and
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you
build the tombs of the prophets
and garnish the tombs of the
righteous, 30 and say, If we had
been in the days of our fathers,
we would not have been part-
ners with them in shedding the
blood of the prophets. 31 There-
fore you witness to yourselves,

23:22 God is a personal being, located in Heaven- not a whisp of ‘spirit’ nor

an abstraction.
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you are the sons of them that
slew the prophets. 32 Fill up
then the measure of your fa-
thers’ iniquity.

33 You serpents, you offspring
of vipers, how shall you es-
cape the judgment of Gehenna?
34 Therefore, look, I send to
you prophets and wise men
and scribes. Some of them you
shall kill and crucify, and some
of them you shall scourge in
your synagogues and persecute
from city to city. 35 That upon
you may fall the guilt for all
the righteous blood shed on the
land, from the blood of Abel the
righteous to the blood of Zacha-
riah son of Barachiah, whom you
slew between the sanctuary and
the altar. 36 Truly I say to you, all
these things shall come upon this
generation.
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Jesus laments over Jerusalem
370  Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
which kills the prophets and
stones those sent to her! How
often would I have gathered your
children together, even as a hen
gathers her chickens under her
wings- but you were not willing!
38 Behold, your house is left to
you desolate. 39 For I say to you,
you shall not see me from this
time forward, until you shall say:
Blessed is he that comes in the
name of the Lord.

CHAPTER 24

Jesus predicts the temple
destruction, His return

and the end of the age

And Jesus came out of the tem-
ple and was going on his way
when his disciples came to him
to show him the buildings of the

23:33 An allusion to the promise in Eden of Gen. 3:15. All who oppose Jesus
are the descendants of the serpent, and those in Christ, as the descendants of
the woman, will overcome them in the end after suffering from them in the
short term.

23:37 Did Jesus think up this idea from watching the hens in his mothers’
yard in Nazareth?

23:39 This may mean that when Jesus returns, those who rejected Him will
be resurrected and then will recognize Him. But it will be too late. At the day
of judgment, nobody will be indifferent. People may shrug their shoulders
now or even reject Jesus, but in that day they will desperately want one thing-
to be with Him. But for those who rejected Him in this life it will be too late.
Hence the rejected will bang their teeth in self-hatred.
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temple. 2 But he answered and
said to them: Do you not see all
these things? Truly I say to you.
There shall not be left here one
stone upon another, which shall
not be thrown down.

3 And as he sat on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came to him
privately, saying: Tell us, when
shall these things be? And what
is the sign of your coming and of
the end of the age?

4 And Jesus answered and said
to them: Take heed that no one
lead you astray. 5 For many shall
come in my name, saying: [ am
the Christ, and shall lead many
astray. © And you shall hear of
wars and rumours of wars. En-
sure you are not alarmed, for this
must happen- but the end is not
yet. 7 For nation shall rise against
nation and kingdom against
kingdom, and there shall be fam-
ines and earthquakes in various
places. 8 But all these things are
the beginning of the birth pains.
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9 Then shall they deliver you up
to tribulation, and shall kill you;
and you shall be hated by all
the nations for my name’s sake.
10 And then shall many stum-
ble and shall deliver up one an-
other, and shall hate one another.
11 And many false prophets shall
arise and shall lead many astray.
12 And because iniquity shall be
multiplied, the love of the ma-
jority shall grow cold. 13 But he
that endures to the end, the same
shall be saved. 14 And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached
in the whole world for a testi-
mony to all the nations- and then
shall the end come.

15 Therefore, when you see
the abomination of desolation,
which was spoken of through
Daniel the prophet, standing
in the holy place (let him that
reads understand), 10 then let
those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. 17 Let him that is on
the housetop not go down to take

24:2 This was fulfilled by the gold of the temple melting and running down
between the stones, so that the Romans literally threw down every stone to

extract the gold.

24:14 This implies that the return of Christ to some extent depends upon our
taking the Gospel to all the world. It must be preached for a witness to the
world- not all will respond, but all nations will hear. The advent of the inter-

net has enabled this.
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out things that are in his house.
18 And let him that is in the field
not return back to take his cloak.
19 But woe to them that are with
child and to them that give suck
in those days! 20 And pray that
your flight is not in the winter,
nor on a Sabbath. 2! For then
shall be great tribulation, such
as has not been from the begin-
ning of the world until now, no,
nor ever shall be. 22 And except
those days had been shortened,
no flesh would have been saved-
but for the elect’s sake those days
shall be shortened.

23 Then if anyone shall say to
you, Here is the Christ, or an-
other, Here is the Christ- do not
believe them! 24 For there shall
arise false Christs and false
prophets, which shall show great
signs and wonders so as to lead
astray- if possible- even the
elect. 25 Listen, 1 have told you
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beforehand. 26 Therefore, if they
shall say to you: Look, he is in
the wilderness! Do not go. Look,
he is in the inner chambers! Do
not believe it. 27 For as the light-
ning comes from the east and is
seen even to the west, so shall the
coming of the Son of Man be.

28 Wherever the carcase is,
there will the eagles gather to-
gether.

29 But immediately after the
tribulation of those days, the sun
shall be darkened and the moon
shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven and
the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken. 30 And then the sign
of the Son of Man shall appear in
heaven. Then all the tribes of the
earth shall mourn, and they shall
see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. 31 And he shall
send forth his angels with a great

24:22 Although there are some stated conditions for the return of Christ to
return (see :14), God will shorten the days. 2 Peter 3 says that there is also a
delay, so that more may believe. So there are various apparently conflicting
factors at work in determining the actual date for Christ to return. The short-
ening of the days will be because of the prayers of the faithful for Christ to
return soon; or in order to save the faithful from falling away, so great will be
the temptations and pressure of the last days.

24:31 The Angels will gather us from all over the world- there will be true
believers world-wide, as a result of the witness of v. 14.
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sound of a trumpet and they shall
gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.

32 Now from the fig tree learn
her parable. When her branch
has become tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that
the summer is near. 33 Even so
you also, when you see all these
things, know that he is near- at
the doors. 34 Truly I say to you,
This generation shall not pass
away until all these things are ac-
complished. 35 Heaven and earth
may pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.

Jesus warns that the time
of the end is only known to God
36 But of that day and hour no
one knows, not even the Angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father.
37And as were the days of
Noah, so shall be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in
those days which were before
the flood, they were eating and

MATTHEW 24:31-24:45

drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah
entered into the ark, 39 and they
did not realize until the flood
came and took them all away. So
shall the coming of the Son of
Man be. 40 Then two men shall
be in the field. One shall be taken
and one left. 4! Two women shall
be grinding at the mill. One shall
be taken and one left.

42 Therefore, stay awake! For
you do not know on what day
your Lord comes. 43 But know
this! That if the master of the
house had known in what watch
the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken
into. 44 Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not
expect.

Jesus describes the wise and
prepared servant

45 Who then is the faithful and
wise servant, whom his lord has
set over his household to give

24:32 The fig tree represents Israel; fruit on the fig tree speaks of the spiritual
fruit of repentance. When at least some Jews repent and accept Christ- which
is already happening- this will be a sign that we are in the last generation.
24:40, 41 As often in His teaching, Jesus balances examples from the worlds
of both men and women. Such was His valuing of all people.



MATTHEW 24:4-25:9

them their food in due time?
46 Blessed is that servant, whom
his lord when he comes shall
find so doing. 47 Truly I say to
you, that he will set him over
all that he has. 48 But if that evil
servant shall say in his heart:
My lord’s coming is delayed,
49 and shall begin to beat his
fellow-servants and shall eat
and drink with the drunkards,
50 the lord of that servant shall
come in a day when he does
not expect him and in an hour
when he does not know, 5! and
will cut him in pieces and put
him with the hypocrites. There
will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.

CHAPTER 25
Jesus’ parable of 10 virgins
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heaven be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. 2 And
five of them were foolish and
five were wise; 3 for the foolish,
when they took their lamps, took
no oil with them, 4 but the wise
took flasks of oil along with
their lamps. 5 Now while the
bridegroom was delayed they all
became drowsy and slept. ¢ But
at midnight there was a cry:
Look! The bridegroom! Come
out to meet him. 7 Then all those
virgins arose and trimmed their
lamps. 8 And the foolish said to
the wise: Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.
9 But the wise answered: Per-
haps there will not be enough
for us and you. Instead, you
should go to them that sell oil

Then shall the kingdom of|and buy some for yourselves.

24:48 The Lord does delay His coming- the same Greek word is found in 25:5
describing how the bridegroom [Jesus] delays His coming. See on 24:14.
25:4 Again there are two groups in the parable- the weak, who knew their
weakness and took extra oil with them, knowing they’d likely not stay awake;
and the arrogant self-assured, who didn’t think they would fail.

25:5 There is a delay in Christ’s return- see on 24:14.They all fell asleep-
but we should be awake and watching when Christ returns (1 Thess. 5:6-8).
The last generation before Christ returns will be spiritually weak and sleepy
saved only by their recognition of their weakness and lack of oil [a symbol
of spirituality?].

25:6 Midnight- an element of unreality in the parable. The bridegroom comes
at a most unlikely time- as Christ will.
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10 And while they went away to
buy, the bridegroom came- and
they that were ready went in
with him to the marriage feast,
and the door was shut. 11 After-
ward came also the other vir-
gins, saying: Lord, Lord, open
to us. 12 But he answered and
said: Truly I say to you, I do not
know you. 13 Therefore, stay
awake! For you do not know the
day nor the hour.

MATTHEW 25:10-25:21

Jesus’ parable about the

servants and the talents

14 For it is as when a man, going
into another country, called his
own servants and delivered to
them his goods. 15 And to one he
gave five talents, to another two,
to another one- to each accord-
ing to his abilities; and he went
on his journey. 16 Immediately
he that received the five talents
went and traded with them and
made another five talents. 17 In
like manner he also that received
the two gained other two. 18 But
he that received the one went
away and dug in the earth and hid
his lord’s money. 19 Now after a
long time the lord of those serv-
ants came and made a reckoning
with them. 20 And he that re-
ceived the five talents came and
brought another five talents, say-
ing: Lord, you gave me five tal-
ents. Look, I have gained anoth-
er five talents. 21 His lord said to
him: Well done, good and faith-
ful servant. You have been faith-
ful over a few things, so I will

25:11 Some who call Jesus “Lord” will be rejected. Nobody will be passive
in that day- all will wish to be accepted by Jesus.

25:15 Each of us have different abilities given us to use in His service. We all
have something. Pray that God shows you what abilities He has given you,
what is His hope and expectation for you.
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set you over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord! 22 And
also he that had received the two
talents came and said: Lord, you
gave me two talents. Look, I
have gained another two talents.
23 His lord said to him: Well
done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a
few things, so I will set you over
many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord! 24 And also he that
had received the one talent came
and said: Lord, I knew you are
a hard man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where
you did not scatter seed. 25 And
I was afraid and went away and
hid your talent in the earth. Here,
have what is yours. 26 But his
lord answered and said to him:
You wicked and slothful servant,
you knew that I reap where I did
not sow and gather where I did
not scatter seed. 27 You should
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have deposited my money with
the bankers, so that on my return
I would have collected my own
money with interest. 28 So take
the talent from him and give it
to him who has the ten talents.
29 For to everyone that has shall
be given, and he shall have abun-
dance, but from him that has not,
even what he has shall be taken
away. 30 And cast out the unprof-
itable servant into the outer dark-
ness. There, shall be the weeping
and the gnashing of teeth.

Jesus’ parable about the sheep
and goats

31 But when the Son of Man
shall come in his glory and all
the Angels with him, then he
shall sit on the throne of his
glory. 32 And before him shall
be gathered all the nations, and
he shall separate them one from
another, as the shepherd sepa-

25:22 The Greek word translated “gained” is elsewhere used about gaining
people for Christ.

25:27 Under the Law of Moses, Jews weren’t supposed to lend their money
for interest. But Jesus is saying that the man should’ve done at least some-
thing, even if it wasn’t the best. He will explain to the rejected how they
could’ve entered His Kingdom- but it will be too late. Hence the gnashing
of teeth.

25:31 The throne of Jesus is the throne which God promised to give David’s
great descendant, i.e. Jesus. This throne or place of rulership was literally in
Jerusalem, on this earth (Lk. 1:32).
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rates the sheep from the goats.
33 And he shall set the sheep on
his right hand and the goats on
the left. 34 Then the King shall
say to those on his right hand:
Come, blessed of my Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the
world. 35 For I was hungry and
you gave me to eat. [ was thirsty
and you gave me drink. I was a
stranger and you welcomed me.
36 Naked and you clothed me. I
was sick and you visited me. |
was in prison and you came to
me. 37 Then the righteous shall
answer him, saying: Lord, when
did we see you hungry and fed
you? Or thirsty and gave you
drink? 38 And when did we see
you as a stranger and welcome
you? Or naked and clothed you?
39 And when did we see you sick,
or in prison and came to you?
40 And the King shall answer and
say to them: Truly I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of
these my brothers, even the least,
you did it to me. 4! Then he shall

MATTHEW 25:32-26:1

also say to them on the left hand:
You who are cursed, depart from
me, to the perpetual fire which
is prepared for the Devil and his
messengers. 42 For [ was hungry
and you did not give me any-
thing to eat. [ was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink. 431
was a stranger and you did not
welcome me. Naked and you did
not clothe me. Sick and in prison
and you did not visit me. 44 Then
they shall also answer, saying:
Lord, when did we see you hun-
gry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and
did not minister to you? 45 Then
he shall answer them, saying:
Truly 1 say to you, inasmuch
as you did not do it to one of
these least, you did not do it to
me. 46 And these shall go away
into eternal punishment; but the
righteous into eternal life.

CHAPTER 26

Jesus predicts two days to His
death

And it came to pass, when Jesus

25:37 The righteous did their good works unconsciously, and so totally can’t
remember them that they disagree with Jesus about these things- they really
will be genuinely persuaded they hadn’t done them!

25:40 The least of Christ’s brethren may refer to the spiritually weakest. Our
attitude to them is our attitude to Christ- see too 1 Cor. 12:23.
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had finished all these words, he
said to his disciples: 2 You know
that after two days the Passover
comes, and the Son of Man will
be delivered up to be crucified.

3 Then the chief priests and the
elders of the people gathered at
the court of the high priest, who
was called Caiaphas. 4 And they
plotted together how they might
seize Jesus using trickery and kill
him. 5 But they said: Not during
the feast, lest a riot arise among
the people.

Jesus is anointed with precious

ointment

6 Now when Jesus was in Beth-
any, in the house of Simon the
leper, 7a woman came up to
him with an alabaster flask of
very expensive ointment, and
she poured it on his head as he
reclined at table. 8 But when the
disciples saw it, they were indig-
nant, saying: To what purpose
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is this waste? 9 For this might
have been sold for much and
given to the poor. 10 But Jesus
perceiving it, said to them: Why
do you trouble the woman? For
she has done a good work upon
me. !l For you always have the
poor with you, but you will not
always have me with you. 12 For
in that she poured this ointment
upon my body, she did it to pre-
pare me for burial. 13 Truly I say
to you: Wherever in the whole
world this gospel is preached,
what this woman has done shall
also be spoken of as a memorial
to her.

Judas Iscariot decides to betray
Jesus to the priests

14 Then one of the twelve, who
was called Judas Iscariot, went
to the chief priests, 15 and said:
What are you willing to give
me if [ will deliver him to you?
And they paid him thirty pieces

26:5 The crowds were very pro Jesus, but soon shouted “Crucify Him!”. We
must try not to be so fickle, even though it’s how we tend to be by nature.
26:8 Disciples- the other records say that Judas said this. One person can so
easily negatively influence a whole group of believers.

26:13 This incident is mentioned in all the Gospel records, confirming our
thesis that the Gospels are transcripts of the actual Gospel message which the
authors usually preached.

26:15 This suggests that Judas’ motivation was largely financial. Hence his
throwing down of the pieces of silver in disgust at himself. So many have
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of silver. 16 And from that time
onward he sought opportunity to
betray him.

Jesus’ last supper with His
disciples

17 Now on the first day of un-
leavened bread the disciples
came to Jesus, saying: Where
do you want us to prepare the
Passover for you to eat? 18 And
he said: Go into the city to a cer-
tain man, and say to him: The
Teacher said, My time is at hand.
I will keep the Passover at your
house with my disciples. 19 And
the disciples did as Jesus direct-
ed them, and they prepared the
Passover.

20 Now when evening had
come, he was dining with the
twelve disciples. 21 And as they
were eating, he said: Truly I say
to you: One of you shall betray
me. 22And they were exceed-
ingly sorrowful, and all began to
say to him: Is it [, Lord? 23 And
he answered and said: He that
dipped his hand with me in the

MATTHEW 26:15-26:30

dish, the same shall betray me.
24 The Son of Man goes, even
as it is written of him, but woe
to that man through whom the
Son of Man is betrayed! It would
have been better if that man had
not been born. 25And Judas,
who betrayed him, answered and
said: Is it I, Rabbi? He said to
him: You have said it.

26 And as they were eating,
Jesus took bread and blessed
and broke it, and he gave it to
the disciples, saying: Take, eat.
This is my body. 27 And he took
a cup and gave thanks and gave
it to them, saying: All of you,
drink it. 28 For this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for the remission
of sins. 29 But I say to you, I
shall not drink of this fruit of
the vine from this time forward,
until that day when I drink it
anew with you in my Father’s
kingdom.

30 And when they had sung
a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.

betrayed Christ for the passing wealth of this world.

26:26 The original breaking of bread was part of a meal.

26:29 Alluding to how the priest on duty wasn’t allowed to drink alcohol.
Jesus intended us to understand that He will literally drink wine again with us
when He returns, at the marriage supper of the Lamb.
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Jesus predicts that Peter will
deny he knows Jesus

31 Then Jesus said to them: You
will all fall away because of me
this night. For it is written: I will
smite the shepherd and the sheep
of the flock shall be scattered
abroad. 32 But after I am raised
up, I will go ahead of you into
Galilee. 33 But Peter answered
and said to him: If they all fall
away because of you, I will nev-
er fall away. 34 Jesus said to him:
Truly I say to you, that this night,
before the cock crows, you shall
deny me three times. 35 Peter
said to him: Even if I must die
with you, I will not deny you.
Likewise said all the disciples.

Jesus prays in Gethsemane

36 Then Jesus went with them
to a place called Gethsemane;
and he said to his disciples: Sit
here, while I go yonder and pray.
37 And he took with him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee and
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began to be sorrowful and deep-
ly distressed. 38 Then he said to
them: My soul is exceeding sor-
rowful, even to death. Stay here
and watch with me. 39 And he
went forward a little and fell on
his face and prayed, saying: My
Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass away from me. Never-
theless, not as I will but as You
will.

40 And he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping, and
said to Peter: What! Could you
not watch with me for one hour?
41 Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.

42 Again a second time he went
away and prayed, saying: My
Father, if this cup cannot pass,
except I drink it, Your will be
done. 43 And he came again and
found them sleeping, for their
eyes were heavy. 44 And he left
them again and went away and

26:38 Jesus almost died from sorrow, sorrow that Israel had rejected God’s
salvation. His heart so bled for others’ response to the Gospel, as should

ours.

26:39 How long did it take Jesus to pray these words? Were there minutes
between each word or clause? Our salvation hung in the balance as He strug-
gled. The will of God was clearly not the same as the will of Jesus in all
things- Jesus was certainly not God in person.
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prayed a third time, saying again
the same words.

45 Then he came to the disciples
and said to them: Sleep on now
and take your rest.

Jesus is arrested by the priests
and their people

The hour is at hand and the
Son of Man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. 46 Arise! Let
us be going. He that betrays me
is nearby. 47 And while he yet
spoke, Judas, one of the twelve,
came; and with him a great
crowd with swords and staves,
from the chief priest and elders
of the people. 4 Now he that
betrayed him gave them a sign,
saying: Whomsoever I shall kiss,
that is he. Take him. 49 And im-
mediately he came to Jesus,
and said, Greetings, Rabbi; and
kissed him. 50 And Jesus said to
him: Friend, do what you came
to do. Then they came and laid
hands on Jesus and took him.

Jesus reproves a disciple for
using force
51 And one of those with Jesus

MATTHEW 26:44-26:57

stretched out his hand and drew
his sword, and struck the serv-
ant of the high priest and cut
off his ear. 52 Then said Jesus
to him: Put away your sword
into its place, for all that take
the sword shall perish with the
sword. 53 Do you think I cannot
ask my Father and He shall, even
now, send me more than twelve
legions of Angels? But how then
will the Scriptures be fulfilled,
which say that it must happen
this way? 55 In that hour Jesus
said to the mob: Have you come
out as against a robber with
swords and staves to seize me?
I sat daily in the temple teaching
and you did not take me. 56 But
all this is happening so that the
scriptures of the prophets might
be fulfilled. Then all the disci-
ples left him and fled.

The priests seek for

an excuse to condemn

Jesus to death

57 And they that had taken Jesus
led him away to Caiaphas the
high priest, where the scribes
and the elders were gathered

26:45 Jesus said this to them as they slept, as if talking to His own sleeping

children.

26:52 A solid argument against Christians taking weapons.
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together. 58 But Peter followed
him afar off, to the court of the
high priest; and entered in and
sat with the officers, to see the
end.

59 Now the chief priests and
the whole council sought false
witness against Jesus, that they
might put him to death. 60 And
they did not find any, though
many false witnesses came. But
afterwards came two, 6l and
said: This man said, I am able to
destroy the temple of God and
to build it in three days. 62 And
the high priest stood up and said
to him: Do you answer noth-
ing? What is it that these testify
against you? 63 But Jesus held
his peace. And the high priest
said to him: I bind you under
oath to the living God, tell us
whether you are the Christ, the
Son of God. 64 Jesus said to
him: You have said it; neverthe-
less I say to you, from this time
forward you shall see the Son of
Man sitting at the right hand of
power and coming on the clouds
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of heaven. ©5Then the high
priest tore his garments, say-
ing: He has spoken blasphemy.
What further need have we of
witnesses? You have now heard
the blasphemy. 66 What is your
judgement? They answered and
said: He is worthy of death.

67 Then they spat in his face
and beat him with their fists, and
some slapped him with the palms
of their hands, 08 saying: Proph-
esy to us, you Christ! Who is he
that struck you?

Peter denies he knows Jesus

69 Now Peter was sitting out-
side in the courtyard, and a
maid came to him, saying: You
also were with Jesus the Gali-
lean. 70 But he denied before
them all, saying: I do not know
what you say. 7! And when he
went out to the entrance, an-
other maid saw him and said to
the bystanders: This man was
with Jesus of Nazareth. 72 And
again he denied with an oath:
I do not know the man. 73 And

26:60 The Jews had a strange desire to still keep the Law and to be legally
correct- whilst destroying the innocent Son of God. This kind of paradox and
gross internal contradiction is so often seen in religious people.

26:73 Jesus and His followers were distinguished by their Galilean accents.
Another window into the humanity of Jesus.
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after a little while they that
stood by came and said to Pe-
ter: Of a truth you also are one
of them, for your dialect makes
you known. 74 Then he began
to curse and to swear: I do not
know the man! And immedi-
ately the cock crowed. 75 And
Peter remembered the words
which Jesus had said: Before
the cock crows, you shall deny
me three times. And he went out
and wept bitterly.

CHAPTER 27

Jesus is brought

to Pilate the governor

Now when morning had ar-
rived, all the chief priests and the
elders of the people took counsel
against Jesus to put him to death.
2 And they bound him and led
him away, and delivered him up
to Pilate the governor.

MATTHEW 26:73-27:3

(]
2)

“They bound him...” 27:2
Judas Iscariot commits suicide
3 Then Judas, who betrayed him,
when he saw that he was con-
demned, changed his mind and

brought back the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests and the

26:74 These oaths weren’t expletives. They were calling down various types
of Divine condemnation upon himself if he had ever known Jesus. Peter’s
bitter weeping in v. 75 is similar to the weeping which Jesus often predicted
would be experienced by those whom He rejects at the last day. Peter con-
demned himself in this life- but repented and was saved. We either go through
that process now, in contrition for our sins- or then at the day of judgment

when it’s too late to change the verdict.

27:3 Judas realized his condemnation and had a change of mind; parallel
with Peter (see on 26:74). The difference was that Peter believed in God’s

grace but Judas wouldn’t.
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elders, 4 saying: I have sinned in
that I betrayed innocent blood.
But they said: What is that to
us? See to it yourself. 3 And he
threw the pieces of silver into
the sanctuary and departed, and
he went away and hanged him-
self.

6 And the chief priests took the
pieces of silver and said: It is
not lawful to put them into the
treasury, since it is the price of
blood. 7 And they took counsel
and bought with them the pot-
ter’s field, to bury strangers in.
8 Therefore that field is called
to this day, The field of blood.
9 Then was fulfilled what was
spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet, saying: And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the
price of him on whom a price
had been set by some of the sons
of Israel. 10 And they gave them
for the potter’s field, as the Lord
directed me.
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Jesus is silent before the
governor

11 Now Jesus stood before the
governor, and the governor
asked him: Are you the King of
the Jews? And Jesus said to him:
You say it. 12 And when he was
accused by the chief priests and
elders, he said nothing. 13 Then
Pilate said to him: Do you not
hear how many things they tes-
tify against you? 14 And he gave
him no answer, not even one
word, so much so that the gover-
nor was astonished.

15 Now at the feast the gover-
nor was accustomed to release
for the crowd any one prisoner
whom they wanted. 16 And they
had then a notable prisoner
called Barabbas. 17 Therefore,
when they were gathered togeth-
er, Pilate said to them: Who do
you want me to release to you?
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ? 18 For he knew that they

27:5 The way Judas threw down the money suggests he now despised those
few coins, for which he had betrayed Jesus and lost his eternal salvation.
27:14 The self controlled silence of Jesus was amazing. May it be our inspi-
ration in times of provocation.

27:17 Pilate appears to genuinely want to save Jesus, and to be the victim
of manipulation. Yet history records that he was a conscienceless man who
murdered people at will, having no respect at all for justice nor the value of
life. The ‘contradiction’ is only explicable by the strange effect which Jesus’
righteousness, love and perfection can have on even the hardest character and
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had delivered him up out of
envy.

19 And while he was sitting on
the judgment seat, his wife sent
a message to him, saying: Have
nothing to do with that righteous
man, for I have suffered many
things this day in a dream be-
cause of him.

Jesus is condemned to be
crucified and is mocked

20 Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowds that
they should ask for Barabbas,
and destroy Jesus. 2! But the
governor answered and said to
them: Which of the two do you
want me to release to you? And
they said: Barabbas! 22 Pilate
said to them: What then shall I
do to Jesus who is called Christ?
They all said: Let him be cruci-
fied! 23 And he said: Why, what
evil has he done? But they cried

MATTHEW 27:18-27:29

out exceedingly, saying: Let him
be crucified!

24 So when Pilate saw that he
was gaining nothing, but rather
that a riot was beginning, he took
water and washed his hands be-
fore the crowd, saying: I am in-
nocent of this man’s blood. See to
it yourselves. 25 And all the peo-
ple answered and said: His blood
is on us and on our children.
26 Then he released Barabbas to
them, but Jesus he scourged and
delivered to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the gov-
ernor took Jesus into the Pra-
etorium, and the whole battalion
gathered around him. 28 And
they stripped him and put on him
a scarlet robe. 29 And they plait-
ed a crown of thorns and put it
upon his head and a reed in his
right hand, and they knelt down
before him and mocked him,
saying: Hail, King of the Jews!

most damaged conscience. For the example of Pilate shows that everyone has
a conscience.

27:23 This is the same crowd that just recently had been crying “Hosanna!”,
and whom the Jews feared as supportive of Jesus. We tend to be so fickle in
our loyalty to Jesus.

27:25 The fact the Jews said this doesn’t mean it happened; for God doesn’t
punish the children for the sins of their fathers (Ez. 18:1-10).

27:29 There is a set of nerves just beneath the scalp which the thorns
would’ve intentionally pierced as they hit Him on the head with the crown on
(:30). Jesus would’ve been bleeding profusely down His back as a result.
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30 And they spat upon him and
took the reed and struck him on
the head. 31 And when they had
mocked him, they took the robe
from him and dressed him in his
own garments, and led him away
to crucify him.

32 And as they came out, they
found a man of Cyrene, Simon
by name, whom they forced to
carry the cross.

Jesus is crucified

33 And when they came to a
place called Golgotha, that is to
say, the place of a skull, 34 they
gave him wine to drink mingled
with gall. And when he had tast-
ed it, he would not drink it.

35 And when they had cruci-
fied him, they divided his gar-
ments among them by casting
lots. 36 And they sat there and
watched him. 37 And over his
head they put the written accusa-
tion against him, which read: This
is Jesus, the King of the Jews.
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38 Two robbers were crucified
with him, one on his right hand
and one on his left.

39 And they that passed by de-
rided him, wagging their heads,
40 and saying: You that would de-
stroy the temple and rebuild it in
three days, save yourself. If you
are the Son of God, come down
from the cross. 4! In like man-
ner also the chief priests with the
Scribes and elders mocked him,
saying: 42 He saved others; he
cannot save himself. If he is the
King of Israel, let him now come
down from the cross, and we will
believe in him. 43 He trusts in
God, let Him deliver him now- if
He desires him. For he said: I am
the Son of God. 44 And the rob-
bers also that were crucified with
him cast upon him the same re-
proach.

45 Now from the sixth hour
there was darkness over all the
land until the ninth hour. 46 And
about the ninth hour, Jesus cried

27:34 Because He wanted to share completely in our feelings; nobody, there-
fore, can say that Jesus doesn’t know how they feel. Maybe nobody on earth

does; but He knows.

27:44 The one thief’s repentance was therefore literally a last minute repent-

ance just before he died.

27:46 The Old Testament is clear that God will not forsake those faithful to
Him, but will forsake those who sin. Jesus felt forsaken by God. He felt as if
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with a loud voice: Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? That is, My God,
my God, why have you for-
saken me? 47 And some of them
standing there, when they heard
it, said: This man calls Elijah.
48 And immediately one of them
ran and took a sponge, and filled
it with vinegar and put it on a
reed and gave it to him to drink.
49 And the rest said: Let him be.
Let us see whether Elijah comes
to save him.

50 And Jesus cried again with
a loud voice and yielded up
his spirit. 31 And the veil of the
temple was torn in two from the
top to the bottom; and the earth
quaked and the rocks were split.

MATTHEW 27:46-27:56

52 And the tombs were opened
and many bodies of the saints
that had fallen asleep were
raised, 33 and coming forth out of
the tombs after his resurrection
they entered into the holy city
and appeared to many. 54 Now
the centurion and those that were
with him watching Jesus, when
they saw the earthquake and the
things that happened, were ter-
rified, saying: Truly this was the
Son of God.

55 And many women were there
watching from afar, those who
had followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering to him. 56 Among
whom were Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James

He had sinned, even though He hadn’t. This was because of the intensity of
His association with us who have sinned, just as men like Daniel and Nehe-
miah spoke and felt to God as if they had sinned Israel’s sin. So even when
we fail, Jesus still knows how we feel in the separation from God which sin
brings. He never sinned, but in His final horror of aloneness He felt as if He
had.

27:48 The reeds in that area aren’t very long. Therefore Jesus’ cross was
not that large. The Catholic impressions of a cross towering far above us is
wrong. His feet would’ve been only a metre above the ground; remember
how He communicated with Mary and John.

27:55 From Galilee- The idea is that they didn’t just follow Him when the
going was good, amidst the crowds of Galilean peasants who thronged Him;
but also followed to the cross. We too are to follow the Lamb wherever He
leads.

27:56 Mary the mother of James- A reference to Mary the mother of Jesus;
for He had two half brothers called James and Joses (Mt. 13:55).
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and Joses, and the mother of the
sons of Zebedee.

Jesus is buried and His tomb
sealed

57 And when evening had come,
there came a rich man from Ar-
imathaea, named Joseph, who
also was a disciple of Jesus.
58 This man went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus.
Then Pilate commanded it to be
given him. 39 And Joseph took
the body and wrapped it in a
clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it
in his own new tomb, which he
had hewn out in the rock; and he
rolled a great stone as the door of
the tomb, and departed. 61 And
Mary Magdalene was there and
the other Mary, sitting opposite
the tomb.

62 Now the next day, which is
the day after the Preparation, the
chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered together before Pilate,
63 saying: Sir, we remember
that that deceiver said when he
was still alive, After three days
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—

“...sitting opposite the tomb”
27:61

I will rise again. 64 Therefore,
command that the tomb be made
secure until the third day, lest
his disciples come and steal him
away and say to the people, He
is risen from the dead; and so
the last error will be worse than
the first. 65 Pilate said to them:
You have a guard. Go make it
as secure as you can. 66 So they
went and made the tomb secure
by sealing the stone and setting
a guard.

27:58 Only close relatives could beg the body of the crucified. But this was
how Joseph felt. He wanted to associate the dead body of Jesus with his own
dead body, laying Jesus where his body should lay. This was the essence of
baptism, whereby we identify ourselves with the death of the body of Christ

(Rom. 6:3-5).
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CHAPTER 28
Jesus is raised to life
Now after the Sabbath, toward
the dawn of the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the
tomb. 2 And there was a great
carthquake, for an Angel of the
Lord descended from heaven and
came and rolled away the stone
and sat upon it. 3 His appearance
was as lightning and his garment
white as snow, 4 and for fear of
him the guards trembled and be-
came like dead men.

5And the angel said to the
women: Do not be fearful, for I
know you seek Jesus, who has
been crucified. ¢ He is not here,
for he is risen, even as he said.
Come see the place where the
Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and
tell his disciples that he has risen
from the dead, and that he goes
ahead of you into Galilee. There
you shall see him. Look, I have
told you.

MATTHEW 28:1-28:14

8 And they departed quickly
from the tomb with fear and
great joy, and ran to bring this
message to his disciples. 9 And
Jesus met them, saying: Greet-
ings! And they came and took
hold of his feet and worshipped
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them:
Fear not. Go tell my brothers to
go to Galilee and there shall they
see me.

The Jews try to cover up the
truth about the resurrection

1T Now while they were going,
some of the guard came into the
city and told the chief priests all
the things that had happened.
12 And when they were assem-
bled with the elders and had
taken counsel, they gave much
money to the soldiers, 13 say-
ing: You are to say that his dis-
ciples came by night and stole
him away while we slept. 14 And
if this comes to the governor’s
ears, we will appease him and

28:1 The other Mary is surely a reference to Mary the mother of Jesus- see

on 27:56.

28:7 The Lord’s original intention to meet His followers in Galilee (as in
28:10) seems to have been changed. Presumably because even in Divine na-
ture, He was simply so excited and eager to get together with His brethren.
28:8 Women weren’t valid witnesses in first century legal circles. But Jesus
chose women to be the primary and initial witnesses of His resurrection.
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keep you out of trouble. 15 So
they took the money and did as
they were told; and this story has
been spread among the Jews to
this day.

Jesus commissions His disciples

16 But the eleven disciples went
into Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had told them to go.
17 And when they saw him, they
worshipped him; but some doubt-
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ed. 18 And Jesus came to them
and spoke to them, saying: All
authority has been given to me
in heaven and on earth. 19 There-
fore go and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all things whatever 1
commanded you; and I am with
you always, even to the end of
the age.

28:17 The doubt and unbelief of the disciples is a strong theme in all the res-
urrection accounts. Yet these are transcripts of the preaching of the Gospel by
the apostles. They were emphasizing how they had had difficulty believing
these things, and had been incredibly slow and dumb to grasp what had hap-
pened. And on this basis their appeal for others to believe had more power
to 1t.

28:19 As the good news of the Lord’s resurrection had been spread from the
women to the disciples, now it was to be spread by all the disciples world-
wide. The Gospel preaching of Matthew concludes with an appeal for bap-
tism. Acts records how people were baptized into the name of Jesus- for the
Name of the Father has been given to Him.

28:20 After baptism there was to be a teaching of the baptized person.
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CHAPTER 1
John the Baptist
he beginning of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.

2 Just as it is written in Isaiah
the prophet: Look, I send My
messenger before your face, he
will prepare your way. 3 The
voice of one crying in the wil-
derness: Make ready the way
of the Lord, make his paths
straight. 4 John came and bap-
tized in the wilderness, preach-
ing the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins. 5 And
there went out to him all the
country of Judea and all they of
Jerusalem: and they were bap-
tized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

6 And John was clothed with
camel’s hair and had a leather

girdle about his waist, and ate
locusts and wild honey. 7 He
preached, saying: There comes
after me he that is mightier than
1, whose shoelaces I am not wor-
thy to stoop down and untie. 81
baptized you in water, but he
shall baptize you in the Holy
Spirit.

9 And it came to pass in those
days that Jesus came from Naza-
reth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the river Jordan.
10 And immediately coming up
out of the water, he saw the heav-
ens open and the Spirit as a dove
descending upon him. 11 And a
voice came out of the heavens:
You are my beloved Son; in you
I am well pleased.

12 And the Spirit immediately
drove him into the wilderness.
13 And he was in the wilderness

1:3 The way of Jesus was prepared in the wilderness by John baptizing peo-

ple in the wilderness (:4).

1:5 John baptized in a river- by immersion, not sprinkling of water.

1:7 Truly preaching Christ involves telling others of our own unworthiness.
1:10 Up out of — Baptism is by immersion, not sprinkling. Jesus was baptized
as an adult to set us an example- that we also should be.

1:12 Immediately- Many such words occur in the early chapters of Mark
(1:10,18,20,21,28,29,42). The impression is created of a hectic, exhausting
time for Jesus with everything moving at high speed. When we’re in those
situations, remember that He knows how it feels.
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forty days tempted by Satan, and
he was with the wild beasts; and
the angels took care of him.

Calling the disciples

14 Now after John was deliv-
ered up, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of God,
IS and saying: The time is ful-
filled and the kingdom of God
is at hand. Repent and believe in
the gospel.

16 And passing along by the sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon and
Andrew the brother of Simon
casting a net into the sea, for
they were fishermen. 17 And Je-
sus said to them: Follow me, and
I will make you fishers of men.
18 And immediately they left the
nets and followed him.

19 And going on a little further,
he saw James the son of Zebedee
and John his brother, who also
were in the boat mending the nets.
20 And immediately he called
them; and they left their father
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Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants and went after him.

21 And they went into Caper-
naum; and immediately on the
Sabbath day he entered into the
synagogue and taught. 22 And
they were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority, and not as
the scribes. 23 And immediately
there was in their synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit; and
he cried out, 24saying: What
have we to do with you, Jesus,
you Nazarene? Have you come
to destroy us? I know who you
are- the Holy One of God. 25 And
Jesus rebuked him, saying: Hold
your peace and come out of him.
26 And the unclean spirit, tear-
ing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. 27 And
they were all amazed, so much
so they questioned each other,
saying: What is this? What a new
teaching! With authority he com-
mands even the unclean spirits

1:16 Jesus called them at the most inconvenient time- just as they were cast-
ing their nets. But they let the nets sink, v. 18, and followed Him. Jesus too
calls us to uphold His principles and do His work often at the most humanly

inconvenient moments.

1:27 The authority and credibility of Jesus’ teaching was given by His works.
And so with us. Teaching people ideas about God will have little power nor
conviction until they see them lived out in our lives.
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and they obey him! 28 And the
report of him went out immedi-
ately everywhere into all the re-
gion of Galilee and thereabout.

At Simon’s home

29 And immediately, when they
had come out of the synagogue,
they came into the house of Si-
mon and Andrew, with James
and John. 30 Now Simon’s wife’s
mother lay sick of a fever, and
immediately they told him about
her. 31 And he came and took her
by the hand and raised her up;
and the fever left her, and she
served them.

32 When evening came, and
when the sun had set, they
brought to him all that were
sick and those possessed with
demons. 33 And all the city was
gathered together at the door.
34 And he healed many that
were sick with various diseases
and cast out many demons; and
he did not permit the demons to
speak, because they knew him.

MARK 1:27-1:43

35 And in the morning, a great
while before daybreak, he rose
up and went out, and departed
into a deserted place; and there
prayed. 36 And Simon and they
that were with him followed after
him. 37 And they found him, and
said to him: All are seeking you.
38 And he said to them: Let us go
elsewhere, into the next towns,
so that I may preach there also;
for this is why I came. 39 And
throughout all Galilee he went
into their synagogues, preaching
and casting out demons.

Healing a leper

40 And a leper came to him, beg-
ging him as he knelt down before
him, saying to him: If you will,
you can make me clean. 4! And
being moved with compassion,
he stretched out his hand and
touched him, and said to him: I
will. Be cleansed. 42 And imme-
diately the leprosy departed from
him and he was made clean; and
43 he immediately sent him away

1:35 This regular quiet time with God at the start of busy days was the key to
the Lord’s spiritual success, as it can be for ours.

1:41 Touching the leper would’ve been a very radical thing to do. The man
had probably not been touched by a human being for many years. We too
should be unafraid to be associated with those whom others are scared of and

have rejected.
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with a stern warning, 44 saying
to him: See you say nothing to
anyone, but go show yourself
to the priest and offer for your
cleansing the things which Mo-
ses commanded, for a testimony
to them. 45 But he went out and
began to proclaim it freely and to
spread the news, so much so that
Jesus could no more openly enter
into a city, but stayed in deserted
places. But still they came to him
from every quarter.

CHAPTER 2

Healing a paralyzed man

And after some days, when he
entered again into Capernaum,
it became known that he was
in the house. 2 And many were
gathered together, so that there
was no longer room, not even
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about the door; and he spoke the
word to them. 3 And they came,
bringing to him a paralyzed man,
carried by four of them. 4 And
when they could not come near
to him for the crowd, they un-
covered the roof where he was;
and when they had broken it up,
they let down the bed whereon
the paralyzed man lay. 5 And Je-
sus seeing their faith, said to the
paralyzed man: Son, your sins
are forgiven.

6 But some of the scribes sitting
there questioned in their hearts:
7Why does this man speak so?
He blasphemes. Who can forgive
sins but one- God! 8 And imme-
diately Jesus, perceiving in his
spirit what they questioned with-
in themselves, said to them: Why
do you question these things in

1:44 Nobody was cleansed of leprosy and so the priests would’ve been
amazed that someone was bringing them the offering proscribed in the Law
for a cleansed leper. Jesus would’ve appeared unrealistically hopeful in think-
ing that the priests might respond; as they were the very class who were op-
posed to Him and later killed Him. But His hopefulness for people worked-
many of the priests did later repent and accept Him (Acts 6:7).

2:5 The man was healed because of the faith of his friends. To some extent
we can save others, obtain their forgiveness or bring about their betterment
in this life. As this is the case, we should give ourselves to prayer and caring
practical effort for others; for we really can make a difference to the salvation
of others.

2:8 Was this ability to read others” minds given to Jesus as a blast of in-
sight from the Holy Spirit? Or was there a process of perception going on,
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your hearts? ¥ Which one is eas-
ier to say to the paralyzed man?
Your sins are forgiven; or to
say, Arise, pick up your bed and
walk- ? 10 But so you may know
that the Son of Man has author-
ity on earth to forgive sins (he
said to the paralyzed man): 111
say to you! Arise, pick up your
bed and go to your house. 12 And
he arose and immediately picked
up the bed, and went out in full
view of them all. They were all
amazed and glorified God, say-
ing: We have never seen any-
thing like this before!

The call of Levi

13 And he went out again by
the sea side; and all the crowd
went to him and he taught them.
14 And as he passed by, he saw

MARK 2:8-2:17

Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting
at the tax office; and he said to
him: Follow me. And he arose
and followed him.

15 And it came to pass, that as
he was dining in Levi’s house,
many tax collectors and sinners
sat down with Jesus and his dis-
ciples. For there were many, and
they followed him. 16 And the
scribes of the Pharisees, when
they saw that he was eating with
the sinners and tax collectors,
said to his disciples: How is it
that he eats and drinks with tax
collectors and sinners? 17 And
when Jesus heard it, he said to
them: They that are whole have
no need of a doctor, but they that
are sick. I came not to call the
righteous but sinners to repent-
ance.

whereby His intense sensitivity to others, even His enemies, enabled Him to
know their minds?

2:14 Tax collectors were seen as collaborators with the Romans and were
hated. Jesus also called a Zealot, a hard line nationalist terrorist, to His group
of followers (Lk. 6:15). The body of Christ is comprised of people very dif-
ferent from each other. Yet our tendency is to attend a church or group com-
prised of those from our own class, background and personality type. But the
body of Christ is so different.

2:16 In 1* century Palestine, to eat with someone was a sign that you fel-
lowshipped them. Jesus ate / fellowshipped with sinners in order to bring
them to Him; rather than only fellowshipping those whom He considered fit
for His table. His ‘table manners’ were deeply controversial and offensive to
traditional Jews and were a factor in their mad hatred of Him.
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Old and new wine

18 And John’s disciples and the
Pharisees were fasting; and they
came, and said to him: Why do
John’s disciples and the disciples
of the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples do not fast? 19 And Je-
sus said to them: Can the sons
of the bride chamber fast while
the bridegroom is with them?
As long as they have the bride-
groom with them they cannot
fast. 20 But the days will come
when the bridegroom shall be
taken away from them. In that
day, they will fast.

21 Nobody sews a piece of un-
shrunk cloth onto an old gar-
ment; or else the new piece pulls
away from the old, and the tear
is made worse. 22 And no one
puts new wine into old wine-
skins, otherwise the new wine
bursts the wineskins, the wine is
spilled, and the wineskins are ru-
ined. New wine must be put into
new wineskins.

23 And it came to pass, that he
was going on the Sabbath day
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through the grain fields; and his
disciples began, as they went, to
pluck the ears of grain. 24 And
the Pharisees said to him: Look,
why do they do on the Sabbath
day what is not lawful? 25 And
he said to them: Have you never
read what David did when he
had need and was hungry- he and
they that were with him? 26 How
he entered into the house of God
when Abiathar was high priest
and ate the showbread, which it
is not lawful to eat except for the
priests, and gave also to those
that were with him?

27 And he said to them: The
Sabbath was designed for man,
and not man for the Sabbath.
28 Therefore the Son of Man is
lord even of the Sabbath.

CHAPTER 3

Healing a withered hand

And he entered again into the
synagogue; and there was a man
there who had a withered hand.
2 And they watched him, wheth-
er he would heal him on the

2:25 What David did when he was needy and hungry justified what Jesus did;
we have an insight here into His poverty.

2:28 Jesus is greater than the Sabbath; we don’t need to keep the Sabbath
today (Col. 2:14-17) because Jesus has fulfilled all the Jewish regulations.
3:2 Jesus appears to have intentionally sought controversy over the Sabbath
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Sabbath day- so that they would
have an excuse to accuse him.
3 And he said to the man that
had the withered hand: Come
here. 4 And he said to them: Is
it lawful on the Sabbath day to
do good, or to do evil? To save a
life, or to kill? But they remained
quiet. 5 And he looked around at
them with anger, grieved at their
hardness of heart, and said to
the man: Stretch out your hand.
He stretched it out, and his hand
was restored. © And the Phari-
sees went out and immediately
took counsel against him with
the Herodians, how they might
destroy him.

Establishing a core group of
disciples

7And Jesus with his disciples
withdrew to the sea; and a great

MARK 3:2-3:13

crowd from Galilee and from
Judea followed, 8 and from Jeru-
salem and from Idumaea and on
the other side of the Jordan and
about Tyre and Sidon, a great
crowd, hearing what great things
he did, came to him. 9 And he
told his disciples to have a boat
ready for him because of the
crowd, in case they crushed him.
10 For he had healed many; so
much so that as many as had
illnesses pressed upon him that
they might touch him. 1! And
whenever the unclean spirits saw
him, they fell down before him
and cried, saying: You are the
Son of God! 12 And he strictly
ordered them not to make him
known.

13And he went up into the
mountain and called to himself
whomever he would; and they

issue. On some things (e.g. the popular belief in demons) He didn’t challenge
His audience; but on issues of legalism, He did.

3:10 The desire to touch Jesus and His desire to touch people comes out fre-
quently in the Gospels. People believed that through touching a holy man,
they would receive blessing; rather like Catholics and Orthodox travel far to
touch relics. Jesus went along with this, but always emphasized that it was
faith in Him, and His Father’s power, which were responsible for the miracle,
and not the touching in itself.

3:13 He alone went up into the mountain and then sent word to His followers
to come to Him. They had to make quite some effort to come to Him. He thus
filtered out those who really wanted to come to Him from those who were
merely inquisitive. He does the same with people today.
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came to him. !4And he ap-
pointed twelve, that they might
be with him, and that he might
send them out to preach, 15 and
to have authority to cast out
demons. 16 And Simon he sur-
named Peter. 17 And James the
son of Zebedee and John the
brother of James he surnamed
Boanerges, which means, sons
of thunder. 18 And Andrew and
Philip and Bartholomew and
Matthew and Thomas and James
the son of Alphacus and Thadd-
acus and Simon the Cananaean,
19 and Judas Iscariot, who also
betrayed him. And then he went
home.

20 And the crowd gathered
again, so many people that they
could not so much as eat bread.
21 And when his family heard it,
they went out to seize him, for
they were saying: He is out of
his mind.

False allegations from the
scribes

22 And the scribes that came
down from Jerusalem said: He
has Beelzebub, and by the prince
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of the demons he casts out the
demons. 23 And he called them to
him, and said to them in parables:
How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 And if a kingdom be divided
against itself, that kingdom can-
not stand. 25 And if a family be
divided against itself, that family
will not be able to stand. 26 And
if Satan has risen up against him-
self and is divided, he cannot
stand, but has an end.

27 But no one can enter into the
home of a strong man and spoil
his goods, except he first bind
the strong man; and then he will
spoil his home.

28 Truly I say to you: All the
sins of the sons of men shall be
forgiven and their blasphemies
with which they shall blaspheme.
29 But whoever shall blaspheme
against the Holy Spirit is never
forgiven but is guilty of an eter-
nal sin. 30 He said this because
they had said: He has an unclean
spirit.

31 And then came his mother
and his brothers and standing
outside, they sent a message to
him, calling him. 32 And a crowd

3:26 If Satan... Satan as a personal sinful being doesn’t exist [see notes at the
end], but Jesus reasoned with them within the frames of their beliefs, even if
those beliefs were wrong. He met people where they were, as He does today.
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was sitting about him, and they
said to him: Look, your mother
and your brothers are outside
looking for you. 33 And he an-
swered them, saying: Who is my
mother and my brothers? 34 And
looking round on them that sat
round about him, he said: Behold
my mother and my brothers!
35 For whoever shall do the will
of God, the same is my brother
and sister and mother.

CHAPTER 4
The parable of the sower
And again he began to teach by
the sea side. There gathered to
him a very great crowd, so he
entered into a boat and sat in
the sea, and all the crowd were
gathered along the shore. 2 And
he taught them many things in
parables, and said to them in his
teaching:

3 Listen! Behold, the sower
went forth to sow. 4 And it came
to pass, as he sowed, some seed

MARK 3:324:12

fell by the wayside and the birds
came and devoured it. 3> And
other fell on the rocky ground,
where it had not much earth;
and immediately it sprang up,
because it had no depth of soil.
6 And when the sun had risen,
it was scorched; and because it
had no root, it withered away.
7And other fell among the
thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked it, and it yielded no
fruit. 8 And others fell into the
good ground and yielded fruit,
growing up and increasing; and
brought forth, thirtyfold and six-
tyfold and a hundredfold. 9 And
he said: Who has ears to hear,
let him hear.

10 And when he was alone, they
that were about him with the
twelve asked him about the para-
bles. 11 And he said to them: To
you is given the mystery of the
kingdom of God; but to those
that are without, all things are
done in parables- 12 that seeing,

3:33 This must’ve been so painful for Mary to hear. This is one of a number
of conflict points between Jesus and Mary during His ministry. It seems she
had a mid-life crisis of faith, but returned to full belief after His resurrection.
Mary wasn’t the sinless superhuman which some believe she was.

4:10 Jesus revealed Himself to those who bothered to come to Him and en-
quire further (as in v. 34)- see on 3:13. Those with a merely passing interest

in Him will not find Him.
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they may see and not perceive,
and hearing they may hear and
not understand; lest they should
turn again and it should be for-
given them.

13 And he said to them: Do
you not understand this par-
able? And how will you under-
stand all the parables? 14 The
sower, sows the word. 15 And
these by the way side, where the
word is sown, represent those
who, when they have heard,
have Satan immediately come
and take away the word which
has been sown in them. 16 And
these in like manner are they
that are sown upon the rocky
places, who, when they have
heard the word, immediately
receive it with joy. 17 But they
have no root in themselves and
only endure for a while. Then,
when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the word, im-
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mediately they stumble. 18 Oth-
ers are represented by those
that are sown among the thorns.
These are they that have heard
the word, 19 and the cares of
the world and the deceitfulness
of riches and the lusts of other
things entering in, choke the
word and it becomes unfruitful.
20 And these are they that were
sown upon the good ground:
such as hear the word and accept
it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.

The purpose of the parables

21 And he said to them: Is a
lamp brought in to be put under
a basket, or under a bed, and not
on a lamp stand? 22 For there is
nothing hid, save that it should
be manifested; neither was any-
thing made secret but that it
should come to light.

23 If anyone has ears to hear, let

4:14 The word of God is a seed- we are born again by it, it has the power
of life within it (1 Pet. 1:23). The Bible is on one level black print on white
paper; but it is so very much more, unique amongst literature to the point that
it shouldn’t really be classified as ‘literature’ in the secular sense. God’s word
gives life to people. It should be our meditation all the day as it was for David
(Ps. 119:97).

4:19 Wealth is deceitful in that we think that money can buy all things; it
can’t.

4:22 If throughout eternity we will be shown to be who we really are, it’s
senseless to be hypocritical now.
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him hear. 24 And he said to them:
Pay attention to what you hear.
What measure you use shall be
applied to you, and more shall
be given to you. 25 For he that
has, to him shall be given. And
he that has not, from him shall
be taken away even that which
he has.

26 And he said: So is the king-
dom of God, as if a man should
cast seed upon the earth. 27 He
sleeps and rises, night and day,
and the seed sprouts and grows;
he does not know how. 28 The
earth produces by itself, first
the blade, then the ear, then the
full grain in the ear. 29 But when
the grain is ripe, immediately he
puts forth the sickle, because the
harvest comes.

30 And he said: To what shall
we compare the kingdom of
God? Or in what parable shall we

MARK 4:23-4:36

set it forth? 31 It is like a grain of
mustard seed, which, when it is
sown upon the earth, though it
is smaller than all the seeds that
are upon the earth, 32 yet when it
is sown, grows up and becomes
greater than all the herbs, and
puts out great branches so that
the birds of the sky can lodge un-
der the shadow of it.

33 And with many such parables
he spoke the word to them, ac-
cording as they were able to un-
derstand it. 34 Without a parable
he did not speak to them, but in
private he explained all things to
his own disciples.

Jesus calms the storm

35 And on that day, when evening
had come, he said to them: Let
us go over to the other side of the
lake. 36 And leaving the crowd,
they took him with them in the

4:24 The measure we apply to God’s word will have a recompense. If we pay
little attention to it, we will be given little; if we give our mind and life to it,
then we will receive an appropriately large recompense.

4:29 As soon as the harvest is ripe, it’s harvested. This could mean that once
the body of Christ has matured to the level God expects, Jesus will return,
and the harvest of judgment will begin.

4:33 Jesus spoke to people as they were able to hear it, not as He was able
to expound to them. The fact we know more than some other people doesn’t
mean we must tell them all we know. We should be sensitive to them and at
times restrain our superior knowledge, because our end aim is their spiritual
growth to the glory of God.
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boat, just as he was. And other
boats were with him. 37 And
there arose a great wind storm
and the waves slammed into the
boat, so much so that the boat
was now filling. 38 And he was in
the stern, asleep on the cushion;
and they awoke him, and said
to him: Teacher, do you not care
that we perish? 39 And he awoke
and rebuked the wind, and said
to the sea: Peace! Be still. And
the wind ceased and there was
a great calm. 40 And he said to
them: Why are you fearful? Do
you still not have faith? 41 And
they feared exceedingly, and said
to each other: Who then is this?
Even the wind and the sea obey
him!

CHAPTER 5
Jesus heals a mad man
And they came to the other side
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of the sea, into the country of
the Gerasenes. 2 And when he
got out of the boat, immediately
there met him out of the tombs
a man with an unclean spirit,
3 who had his dwelling in the
tombs; no one could any more
bind him, even with a chain.
4 For he had often been bound
with shackles and chains, but
he wrenched the chains apart,
and he broke the shackles in
pieces. No one had the strength
to subdue him. 5 Always, night
and day, in the tombs and in the
mountains, he was crying out
and cutting himself with stones.
6 And when he saw Jesus from
afar, he ran and worshiped him,
7and crying out with a loud
voice, he said: What have I to
do with you, Jesus, you Son of
the Most High God? I solemnly
implore you by God, do not tor-

5:4 The man’s illness had bad episodes, it was intermittent. He had thought
many times that he was cured of it, that he could be restrained- but then it
broke out again. So the herd of pigs were sent over the cliff as a dramatic aide
memoire which he would never forget, showing how permanent and total was

his cure.

5:6 The sick man worshipped Jesus by recognizing Him as Son of God (v.7).
And yet, in his illness, he also spoke aggressively to Jesus. But God under-
stands mental illness and focused on the positive, accepting the correct parts
of his understanding as “worship”. Men other than Jesus are described as
being ‘worshipped’; the fact Jesus also was worshipped doesn’t mean He was

God Himself.
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ment me. 8 For Jesus had said
to him: Unclean spirit, come
out of the man! 9 And he asked
the spirit: What is your name?
And the spirit replied: My name
is Legion. For we are many.
10 And he pleaded earnestly
with him not to send them out of
the country.

11 Now there was there on the
mountain side a great herd of
pigs feeding. 12 And they plead-
ed with him, saying: Send us into
the pigs, let us enter into them.
13 So he gave them permission.
And the unclean spirits came
out, and entered the pigs; and
the herd, numbering about two
thousand, rushed down the hill
into the sea and were drowned in
the sea

14 And they that fed them fled
and told it in the city and in the
country. And they came to see
what it was that had happened.
15 And they came to Jesus and

MARK 5:7-5:20

saw him who had been pos-
sessed with demons, that pre-
viously had the legion, sitting,
clothed and in his right mind-
and they were afraid. 16 And
they that saw it described to
them what had happened to
him that was previously pos-
sessed with demons, and about
what had happened to the pigs.
17 And they began to beg him to
depart from their borders.

18 And as he was entering into
the boat, he that had been pos-
sessed with demons pleaded with
him that he might go with him.
19 But Jesus did not permit him.
Instead he said to him: Go to
your home, to your family, and
tell them how great things the
Lord has done for you and how
he had mercy on you. 20 And he
went his way and began to pub-
lish in Decapolis the great things
Jesus had done for him, and all
men marvelled.

5:9 My name... We are many- The man was schizophrenic, thinking he was
possessed by multiple personalities. The language of demon possession is
used to describe mental illness; demons don’t ultimately exist.

5:20 The man was told to go and witness to his family, but instead he went
around the 10 cities of the Decapolis preaching. Often when a command is
given to preach, God’s people don’t obey it fully. The command to go and
teach the Gentiles wasn’t obeyed by the apostles initially- they only went to
the Jews. Those told not to tell others of their healing often did. And do we
obey the call we have received to share the good news as God wishes?



MARK 5:21-5:35

Jesus heals Jairus’ daughter

21 And when Jesus had crossed
over again by boat to the other
side, a great crowd was gathered
to him; and he was by the sea.
22 And there came one of the rul-
ers of the synagogue, Jairus by
name; and seeing him, he fell at
his feet, 23 and implored him ear-
nestly, saying: My little daughter
is at the point of death. I beg you
to come and lay your hands on
her, that she may be made whole
and live. 24 And Jesus went with
him; and a great crowd followed
him, and they pressed upon him.

25And a woman, who for
twelve years had an issue of
blood, 26 and had suffered many
things of many physicians, and
had spent all that she had and
was nothing bettered but rather
grew worse, 27 having heard the
things about Jesus, came from the
crowd behind him, and touched
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his garment. 28 For she said: If
touch but his garments, I shall be
made whole. 29 And immediately
the fountain of her blood was
dried up, and she felt in her body
that she was healed of her illness.
30 And immediately Jesus, per-
ceiving in himself that the power
proceeding from him had gone
forth, turned towards the crowd
and said: Who touched my gar-
ments? 31 And his disciples said
to him: You saw the crowd press-
ing upon you and you ask, Who
touched me? 32 And he looked
around to see who had done this
thing. 33 But the woman, fearing
and trembling, knowing what
had been done to her, came and
fell down before him and told
him all the truth. 34 And he said
to her: Daughter, your faith has
made you whole. Go in peace
and be free of your illness.

35 While he was still speaking,

5:28 The woman had the common idea that merely touching a holy man
would give her healing. Jesus didn’t refuse her because she understood
wrongly; but He explained that it was her faith and not the touch in itself
which had cured her (v. 34). See on 7:33.

5:31 The disciples are almost ridiculing Jesus. Yet Mark’s account of the
Gospel includes this, as if to say to his audience: ‘Look how badly we treated
the Lord Jesus, how we misunderstood Him, what a low level we were on
compared to Him!”. And this integrity, humility and human honesty was what
made their message so attractive and credible to their hearers.
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some came from the ruler of the
synagogue’s house, saying: Your
daughter is dead. Why do you
trouble the Teacher any further?
36 But Jesus, not heeding the
word spoken, said to the ruler of
the synagogue: Fear not, only be-
lieve. 37 And he permitted no one
to follow him, save Peter, James
and John the brother of James.
38 And they came to the house
of the ruler of the synagogue;
and he saw a tumult, and many
weeping and wailing greatly.
39 And when he had entered, he
said to them: Why make you a
tumult and weep? The child is
not dead but sleeps. 40 And they
laughed at him with scorn. But
he, having put them outside,
took the father of the child and
her mother and those that were
with him, and went to where
the child was. 4! And taking the

MARK 5:35-6:3

child by the hand, he said to her:
Talitha cumi, which means, little
girl, I say to you, rise! 42 And im-
mediately the girl got up and be-
gan walking (for she was twelve
years of age), and they were im-
mediately overcome with amaze-
ment. 43 And he strictly ordered
them that no one should know
about this, and told them to give
her something to eat.

CHAPTER 6

Jesus in Nazareth

And he left there and went to his
hometown; and his disciples fol-
lowed him. 2 And on the Sabbath
he began to teach in the syna-
gogue; and many who heard him
were astonished, saying: Where
did this man get all this? What is
this wisdom given to him? What
mighty works are done by his
hands! 3 Is this not the carpenter,

5:40 Jesus was ‘laughed to scorn’- implying He had the usual human reac-
tions of embarrassment and awkwardness. He really had our nature.

5:43 Note His thoughtfulness in reminding them to give her something to
eat. She’d been dead, so she’d not eaten for some time. This same thoughtful,
sensitive Jesus is the same today and forever (Heb. 13:8).

6:1 His own country is another indication of Christ’s humanity (also in v.
4). He “came to His own” (Jn. 1:11). He had a home area, and spoke with a
Galilean accent.

6:3 The translation “carpenter” is unfortunate. The Greek tekton can mean
any manual worker. He could’ve been a stonemason or a casual building la-
bourer.
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the son of Mary and brother of
James, Joses, Judas and Simon?
And are not his sisters here with
us? And they were offended by
him. 4 And Jesus said to them:
A prophet is not without hon-
our, save in his hometown, and
among his own kin, and in his
own family. 5 And there he could
not do his mighty work, except
that he laid his hands upon a few
sick people and healed them.
6 And he marvelled because of
their unbelief. And he went round
about the villages teaching.

Jesus sends out the disciples

7And he called the twelve and
began to send them out in pairs;
and he gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. 8 And he in-
structed them that they should
take nothing for their journey,
except a staff. No bread, no wal-
let, no money in their purse; 9 but
to go wearing sandals, and not to
wear two coats. 10 And he said to
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them: Whenever you enter into
a house as a guest, remain there
until you leave town. 1!l And
whatever place shall not receive
you and they will not hear you,
as you leave there, shake off the
dust that is under your feet for a
testimony against them. 12 And
they went out and preached
that all should repent. 13 And
they cast out many demons and
anointed with oil many that were
sick, and healed them.

Herod and John the Baptist

14 And king Herod heard of it,
for Jesus’ name had become well
known; and he said: John the
Baptist has risen from the dead,
and that is why these powers
work in him. 15 But others said:
It is Elijah; and others said: It
is a prophet, even as one of the
prophets. 16 But Herod, when he
heard of it, said: It is John, whom
I beheaded; he is risen.

17 For Herod himself had had

6:10 Jesus loves families and homes, and wanted them to be the nucleus for
the new community He was developing.

6:12 Repentance means ‘a change of mind’. It doesn’t as a word necessarily
refer to stopping sinning- God is described as ‘repenting’. We may be simply
too weak to stop sinning; but we can repent in that we change our mind, we
strongly repudiate our sins, we try not to do them, our deepest heart is with

the Lord and not with the flesh.
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John arrested and thrown into
prison to please Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife; for he had
married her. 18 For John said to
Herod: It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’s wife. 19 And
Herodias set herself against him,
and desired to kill him; but she
could not, 20 for Herod feared
John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and kept
him safe. And when he heard
him, he was much perplexed,;
and he heard him gladly.

21 But an opportunity came
when Herod on his birthday gave
a banquet for his nobles, mili-
tary commanders and the lead-
ing men of Galilee. 22 And when
the daughter of Herodias came in
and danced, she pleased Herod
and his dinner guests, and so
the king said to the girl: Ask of
me whatever you will, and I will
give it to you. 23 And he made
an oath to her: Whatever you
shall ask of me, I will give it to
you, to the half of my kingdom.
24 And she went out and said to
her mother: What shall I ask?
And she said: The head of John
the Baptist. 25 And she rushed to
the king and asked, saying: Here
and now, | want you to give me

MARK 6:17-6:34

on a platter the head of John the
Baptist. 26 And the king was ex-
ceeding sorry; but for the sake of
his oaths and his dinner guests,
he could not reject her request.
27 And immediately the king
sent a soldier of his guard and
commanded that he bring John’s
head. And the soldier went to the
prison and beheaded John, 28 and
brought his head on a platter and
gave it to the girl; and the girl
gave it to her mother.

29 And when his disciples heard
of it, they went and took his
corpse and laid it in a tomb.

Jesus feeds 5000 men

30 The apostles returned to Je-
sus and told him all that they had
done and taught. 3! And he said
to them: Come, we shall depart
for a deserted place and rest for a
while. For there were many com-
ing and going, and they had no
leisure time, even to eat. 32 And
they went away in the boat to a
deserted place. 33 Now many saw
them going and recognised them,
and they ran there on foot from
all the towns and got there ahead
of them. 34 And when Jesus came
ashore, he saw a great crowd,
and he had compassion on them,
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because they were as sheep with-
out a shepherd. And he began to
teach them many things. 35 And
when the day was far spent, his
disciples came to him and said:
The place is deserted and the day
is now far spent. 36 Send them
away, that they may go into the
country and villages round about
and buy themselves something to
eat. 37 But he answered and said
to them: You give them some-
thing to eat. And they said to him:
Shall we go and buy two hundred
denarii worth of bread and give
it to them to eat? 38 And he said
to them: How many loaves have
you? Go and see. And when they
knew, they reported: Five loaves
and two fishes. 39 And he com-
manded that all should sit down
in groups upon the green grass.
40 And they sat down in groups
of hundreds or of fifties. 4! And
he took the five loaves and the
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two fishes, and looking up to
heaven, he blessed and broke the
loaves; and he gave them to the
disciples to set before them; and
the two fish he divided among
them all. 42 And they all ate and
were filled. 43 And they collected
twelve basketfuls of leftovers,
and also of the fish. 44 There
were five thousand men that ate
the loaves.

Jesus stills a storm

45 And immediately he made
his disciples get into the boat and
to go without him to the other
side to Bethsaida, while he sent
the crowd away. 46 And after he
had taken leave of them, he de-
parted into the mountain to pray.
47 And when evening had come,
the boat was in the midst of the
sea and he was alone on the land.
48 And seeing they were having
difficulty rowing, for the wind

6:37 Jesus asks the question to try to elicit faith and spiritual ambition from
the disciples. But they couldn’t see beyond the immediate problems. The
possibility that Jesus could do a miracle and multiply what little bread they
had... just didn’t occur to them. All they could think of was the cost of buy-
ing the bread.

6:41 Blessing and breaking bread, then giving it to the disciples, is so similar
to the last supper. Through the breaking of bread, we show our faith in the
fact that Jesus provides for our needs.

6:48 Jesus made as if He would walk past them in order to make them cry
out to Him for help. Because so far they’d not thought of praying to Jesus
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was against them, about the
fourth watch of the night he went
to them, walking on the sea; and
he would have passed by them.
49 But they, when they saw him
walking on the sea, supposed
that it was a ghost and cried
out. 50 For they all saw him and
were disturbed. But he immedi-
ately spoke to them and said to
them: Be of good courage! It is
I! Be not afraid. 51 And he got
into the boat with them, and the
wind ceased. And they were ut-
terly amazed, 52 because they did
not understand the miracle of the
loaves; their heart was hardened.

53 And when they had crossed
over, they landed at Gennesaret
and anchored there. 54 And when
they got out of the boat, the

MARK 6:48-7:2

people immediately recognised
him, 55 ran through that whole
surrounding region, and began
to carry about on beds those
who were sick to wherever they
heard he was. 56 And wherever
he went, into villages, or into
cities, or into the country, they
laid the sick in the marketplaces,
and pleaded with him that they
be allowed to touch the fringe
of his garment. And as many as
touched him were cured.

CHAPTER 7

Controversy with the Pharisees
The Pharisees and some of the
teachers of the law who had
come from Jerusalem gathered
around Jesus; 2and they saw
that some of his disciples ate

for help, because He wasn’t with them. He works like that with us today,
bringing us into situations which have no human way out, and appears to
ignore us- only so that we will pray and call out to Him the more fervently.
This is one reason for the apparent silence of God which we find so difficult
to accept.

6:52 They didn’t reflect upon the miracle, and so they lacked faith to face
the next trial which came along in their lives. The incidents in our lives are
arranged by God in a certain order. We are intended to reflect upon the great
things He has done in our experience, not just benefit from them and go on-
wards in life without remembering them or thinking about them. Ingratitude
and lack of reflection on life’s events are typical of human beings; and we
must try to do better.

6:56 They thought that by touching a holy man they would be cured. This is a
wrong idea, but Jesus went along with it. See on 5:28.
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with unclean hands, that is, un-
washed. 3 The Pharisees, and all
the Jews, do not eat unless they
first wash their hands, observing
the tradition of the elders; 4 and
when they come from the mar-
ket place, they do not eat unless
they first purify themselves; and
there are many other traditions
which they observe, the washing
of cups and pots and vessels of
bronze. 3> And the Pharisees and
the scribes asked him: Why don’t
your disciples walk according to
the tradition of the elders, but eat
their bread with unclean hands?
6 And he said to them: Well did
Isaiah prophesy of you hypo-
crites, as it is written: This peo-
ple honour me with their lips but
their heart is far from me. 7 But
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in vain do they worship me,
teaching as their doctrines the
precepts of men. 8 You leave the
commandment of God and cling
to the tradition of men.

9 And he said to them: You are
good at rejecting the command-
ment of God so that you can es-
tablish your tradition! 10 For Mo-
ses said: Honour your father and
your mother, and, He that speaks
evil of father or mother, let him
be put to death. 11 But you say:
If a man tells his father or his
mother: Whatever you would
have gained from me is Corban
(that is to say, an offering to
God), 12 you no longer let him to
do anything for his father or his
mother- thus 13 making void the
word of God by your tradition

7:6 Isaiah spoke to the people of his generation, but Jesus says he spoke
about those of the first century. God’s word is living and relevant and speaks
to each of us. Thus the Old Testament ceases to be mere history- it is speak-
ing to us today.

7:7 The fact people worship God doesn’t mean they are therefore with God-
there’s such a thing as worshipping Him in vain, if we have the wrong under-
standing of Him.

7:9 The Jews would’ve been shocked to hear that they rejected God’s com-
mandments. Jesus’ generation were one of the most Torah observant there
has been in Israel’s history. But to follow human tradition as well as God’s
commandments is to effectively reject them. The Bible presents human fail-
ure in very stark terms.

7:11 We shouldn’t try to get around God’s intentions by legalistic interpreta-
tions.
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which you have delivered; and
you do many similar things.

The source of sin

14 And again he called to him
the crowd, and said to them: Hear
me all of you, and understand.
15 There is nothing from outside
the man that going into him can
defile him; but the things which
proceed out of the man are those
that defile the man. 16 If anyone
has ears to hear, let him hear.

17 When he had entered a house
away from the crowd, his disci-
ples asked him about the parable.
18 And he said to them: Are you
without understanding also? Do
you not perceive that whatever
from without goes into the man,
it cannot defile him; 19 because it
does not go into his heart but into
his belly and is eliminated [this
he said, thus making all foods
clean]. 20And he said: That
which proceeds out of the man is
what defiles the man. 2! For from
within, out of the heart of men,
proceed evil thoughts, fornica-
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tions, thefts, murders, adulteries,
22 covetousness, wickedness, de-
ceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blas-
phemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All
these evil things proceed from
within and defile the man.

Jesus responds to requests for
healing

24 From there he arose and went
to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
And he entered a house and
wanted no one to know it; but he
could not be hidden. 25 But im-
mediately a woman, whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit,
having heard of him, came and
fell down at his feet. 26 Now the
woman was a Greek, a Syrophoe-
nician by race. And she pleaded
with him to cast out the demon
from her daughter. 27 And he
said to her: Let the children first
be filled, for it is not right to take
the children’s bread and cast it to
the dogs. 28 But she answered and
said to him: Indeed, Lord. But
even the dogs under the table eat
of the children’s crumbs. 29 And

7:18 It’s good to try to imagine the tone of voice with which Jesus said these
written words. Was it with frustration, anger, sadness or disappointment?
7:19-21 Sin comes from within. The human mind is a constant source of
temptation. This is the real ‘Satan’ or adversary which we face.

7:29 Jesus is so thrilled when people understand correctly.
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he said to her: For this saying go
your way. The demon is gone out
of your daughter. 30 And when
she had come to her house, she
found the demon gone out, and
her daughter lying on the bed.
31And again he left from
the borders of Tyre and came
through Sidon to the Sea of Gali-
lee, through the midst of the bor-
ders of Decapolis. 32 And they
brought to him one that was deaf
and had an impediment in his
speech; and they begged him to
lay his hand upon him. 33 And he
took him aside from the crowd,
and in private put his fingers
into his ears, and he spat, and
touched his tongue; 34 and look-
ing up to heaven, he sighed, and
said to him: Ephphatha, that is,
Be opened. 35 And his ears were
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opened, and the impediment of
his tongue was loosed, and he
spoke plainly. 36 And he ordered
them that they should tell no one.
But the more he ordered them,
the more widely they proclaimed
it. 37 And they were astonished
beyond measure, saying: He has
done all things well. He even
makes the deaf hear and the
dumb speak.

CHAPTER 8

The feeding of the 4000

In those days, when again a great
crowd had gathered and they had
nothing to eat, he called his dis-
ciples to him, and said to them:
21 pity the crowd, because they
have continued with me for three
days and have nothing to eat.
3And if I send them away to

7:33 The saliva of Jesus represents His words. The people thought that mere-
ly touching a holy man would effect a cure (v. 32). So Jesus shows that actu-
ally far more intimate contact with Him is required than mere touch of itself.
He puts His hands in the man’s ears and spits onto his tongue. See on 5:28.
7:34 Jesus could pray with eyes open looking up at the sky. Can we do this?
He sighed, as He groaned whilst healing Lazarus (Jn. 11:38). This may have
been the intensity of His prayer- and even now He prays for us in Heaven
with such groaning (Rom. 8:26). In this sense Jesus is the same today as He
was then (Heb. 13:8). Or His sighing and groaning may have been the result
of how deeply He entered into others’ situations, and so longed for the pain
of humanity to end.

7:37 He has done all things well — Echoes the comment on creation, that it
was “very good”. Jesus was and is making a new creation, of people.
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their homes without food, they
will faint on the way; for some of
them have come from far away.
4And his disciples answered
him: Where shall one be able to
find bread for these men here in
such a desolate place? 5 And he
asked them: How many loaves
have you? And they said: Seven.
6 And he commanded the crowd
to sit down on the ground, and he
took the seven loaves and having
given thanks, he broke them and
gave them to his disciples to set
before them; and they set them
before the crowd. 7 And they had
a few small fishes; and having
blessed them, he commanded to
set these also before them. 8 And
they ate and were filled, and they
gathered seven baskets of broken
pieces that remained over. 9 And

MARK 8:3-8:15

they were about four thousand;
and he sent them away. 10 And
immediately he got into the boat
with his disciples and went into
the region of Dalmanutha.

11 And the Pharisees came and
began to question him, seeking
of him a sign from heaven, test-
ing him. 12 And he sighed deeply
in his spirit, and said: Why does
this generation seek a sign? Tru-
ly I say to you, No sign shall be
given to this generation. 13 And
he left them, and again got into
the boat and departed for the oth-
er side of the lake.

14 And they forgot to take bread;
and they did not have more than
one loaf in the boat with them.
15 And he ordered them, saying:
Take heed! Beware of the yeast
of the Pharisees and the yeast of

8:3 This situation is similar to that of 6:37. Jesus was hoping the disciples
would have learnt from the experience they had then of Him multiplying
their bread. This is why life situations repeat, in essence; because God plans
them all for our spiritual education. We are intended to learn from one experi-
ence in order to spiritually succeed the next time that situation occurs. Sadly
it seems the disciples didn’t learn, just as we often don’t.

8:12 No sign- The four Gospels are parallel accounts of the same incidents.
In Matthew’s record, we read that Jesus said they would be given no sign
except the sign of Jonah (Mt. 12:39; 16:4). This shows that we have to read
the whole Bible to get the complete message. We have to make some effort
to understand. God wants us to read His word carefully, just as we appreciate
it when someone listens to us carefully rather than assumes they understand
what we’re saying when they don’t.
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Herod. 16 And they reasoned one
with another, saying: It is be-
cause we have no bread. 17 And
Jesus perceiving it said to them:
Why do you so reason, because
you have no bread? Do you not
yet perceive nor understand? Is
your heart so hardened? 18 Hav-
ing eyes, can’t you see? And
having ears, can’t you hear? And
do you not remember? 19 When
I broke the five loaves among
the five thousand, how many
baskets full of broken pieces did
you gather? They said to him:
Twelve. 20 And when the seven
among the four thousand, how
many basketfuls of broken piec-
es did you gather? And they said
to him: Seven. 21 And he said to
them: How is it that you do not
yet understand?

The identity of Jesus
22 And they went to Bethsa-
ida. And they brought to him a
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blind man, and begged him to
touch him. 23 And he took hold
of the blind man by the hand
and brought him out of the vil-
lage; and when he had spat on
his eyes and laid his hands upon
him, he asked him if he saw any-
thing. 24 And he looked up, and
said: I see men. But I see them as
trees, walking. 25 Then Jesus put
his hands on his eyes again and
made him look up. And his sight
was restored, and he saw every-
one clearly. 26 And he sent him
away to his home, saying: Do
not even enter into the village.

27 And Jesus went with his dis-
ciples into the villages of Caesa-
rea Philippi, and on the way he
questioned his disciples, saying
to them: Who do men say that I
am? 28 And they told him, say-
ing: John the Baptist, and oth-
ers, Elijah; but others, one of the
prophets. 29 And he asked them:
But who do you say that [ am?

8:17 Jesus had twice taught them in the feeding miracles that physical bread
is no issue to Him. He was disappointed they hadn’t reflected further about
this- for they were still thinking about bread on the literal, physical level.

8:23, 25 The two stage healing process was for the man’s benefit, not because
Jesus was limited in power. The man was given sight, but he had never seen
trees nor people before- and so he confused them. He needed to have the gift
of understanding / interpretation also. The man was taught by this that even if
we are given the one thing we so desire, this isn’t enough. We need Jesus to

give us understanding.
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Peter answered and said to him:
You are the Christ! 30 And he
ordered them that they should
tell no one about him. 31 And he
began to teach them that the Son
of Man must suffer many things,
and be rejected by the elders and
the chief priests and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32 And he spoke these
things openly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33 But he, turning about and
seeing his disciples, rebuked Pe-
ter, and said to him: Get behind
me, Satan! For you are mindful
of the things of men instead of
the things of God.

34 And he called to him the
crowd with his disciples, and
said to them: If any of you wants
to be my follower, let him deny
himself and take up his cross

MARK 8:29-9:1

and follow me. 35 For whoever
would save his life shall lose it,
and whoever shall lose his life
for my sake and the gospel’s, he
shall save it! 36 For what does it
profit a man to gain the whole
world, and forfeit his life? 37 For
what should a man give in ex-
change for his life? 38 For who-
ever shall be ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, the Son
of Man also shall be ashamed of
him, when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy an-
gels.

CHAPTER 9

The transfiguration

And he said to them: Truly I say
to you: There are some standing
here, who shall in no way taste
death, before they see the king-

8:31 This is one of the clearest predictions of Christ’s sufferings. Why then
did He ask for the cup of suffering to be removed from Him in Gethsemane?
He understood from Old Testament examples that God’s intended program
for a person can be changed by their prayers, and it seems that He tried this.
But it also shows that even if we know something in theory, in the heat of the
moment our understanding becomes clouded. Jesus was human, but never
sinned. Therefore this kind of intellectual failure, even panic, isn’t always
sinful. It’s just part of being human.

8:35 The sake of the Gospel- i.e. preaching the Gospel?

8:38 Jesus even after His resurrection still has the capacity to feel ashamed.
We are made in God’s image, and so shame on behalf of another is an emo-
tion He also has.
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dom of God come with power.

2 And after six days Jesus took
with him Peter, James and John
and brought them to a high
mountain where they could be
alone; and he was transfigured
before them. 3 And his garments
became radiant, exceedingly
white, whiter than any launderer
could whiten them. 4 And there
appeared to them Elijah with
Moses; and they were talking
with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to
Jesus: Rabbi, it is good that we
are here! Let us make three tents,
one for you and one for Moses
and one for Elijah. 6 For he did
not know what to say, for they
were greatly afraid. 7 And there
came a cloud overshadowing
them, and there came a voice out
of the cloud: This is My beloved
Son. Hear him. 8 And suddenly,
looking round about, they no
longer saw anyone with them,
except Jesus.

9 And as they came down from
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the mountain, he ordered them
that they should tell no one about
the things they had seen, un-
til the Son of Man should have
risen from the dead. 10 So they
kept these words to themselves,
questioning what the rising from
the dead meant. 11 And they
asked him: Why do the scribes
say that Elijah must first come?
12 And he said to them: Elijah in-
deed comes first and restores all
things. And how is it written of
the Son of Man, that he should
suffer many things and be set at
nothing? 13 But I say to you, that
Elijah came, and they have also
done to him whatever they want-
ed, even as it is written of him.
14 And when they came to the
disciples, they saw a great crowd
about them, and scribes arguing
with them. 15 And immediately
all the crowd, when they saw
him, were greatly amazed; and
running to him saluted him.
16 And he asked them: What are

9:7 Hear you Him- Judaism so venerates Moses [symbol of the law] and El-
ijah [symbol of the prophets]. Peter wanted to build booths so that Moses
and Elijah would stay; but God tells him of the need to listen to His Son. The
cloud and the voice out of the cloud is similar to what happened to Moses in
Ex. 34. The Divine voice in the cloud proclaimed the Name and character-
istics of Yahweh; now God proclaims His Son. Because Jesus had a perfect
character, He manifested the Name of God completely.
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you arguing about with them?
17 And one of the crowd an-
swered him: Teacher, I brought
to you my son, who has a dumb
spirit. 18 And wherever it takes
him, it dashes him down and
he foams and grinds his teeth
and pines away: and I spoke to
your disciples that they should
cast it out, and they were not
able. 19 And he answered them
saying: O faithless generation,
how long shall T be with you?
How long shall I tolerate you?
Bring him to me. 20 And they
brought him to him, and when
he saw him, immediately the
spirit tore at him grievously and
he fell on the ground and rolled
about, foaming at the mouth.
21 And he asked his father: How
long has this been happening to
him? And he said: From a child.

MARK 9:16-9:27

22 And often it has cast him both
into the fire and into the waters
to destroy him; but if you can
do anything, have compassion
on us and help us. 23 And Jesus
said to him: Rather, if you can!
All things are possible to him
that believes. 24 Immediately the
father of the child cried out, and
said: I believe! Help my disbe-
lief! 25 And when Jesus saw that
a crowd came running together,
he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it: You dumb and deaf
spirit, I command you, come
out of him and enter no more
into him. 26 And having cried
out and torn him much, it came
out; and the boy became as one
dead. So much so that the many
said: He is dead. 27 But Jesus
took him by the hand and raised
him up, and he arose.

9:22 If you can- The man was unsure about the total abilities of Jesus. ‘Do
what’s in your power to do’ was his idea. Jesus replies by saying that God’s
action in our lives doesn’t depend upon Him, it depends upon us. If we can
believe, then everything’s possible. It is us and not God who have our finger
as it were on the volume control.

9:24 We both believe and disbelieve at the same time. We don’t have com-
plete faith. The man’s humility and honesty are impressive. There is no per-
sonal Satan figure out in the cosmos; God is in control 100%. But within the
human mind, there are desires to do both good and evil. Paul speaks of this
in Romans 7. The man here realized this too, by recognizing his belief and
disbelief within him. We should recognize it within us, too; and not be phased
when we perceive it within others too.
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28 And when he had come into
the house, his disciples privately
asked him: Why could we not
cast it out? 29 And he said to
them: This kind can come out
by nothing except by prayer and
fasting.

The importance of humility

30 And they went from there and
passed through Galilee; and he
did not want anyone to know
it. 31 For he taught his disci-
ples, and said to them: The Son
of Man is delivered up into the
hands of men, and they shall kill
him, and when he is killed, after
three days he shall rise again.
32 But they did not understand
the saying and were afraid to ask
him.

33 And they went to Capernaum,
and when he was in the house he
asked them: What were you rea-
soning about on the way here?
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34 But they kept quiet. For they
had disputed one with another
on the way about who was the
greatest. 35 And he sat down and
called the twelve; and he said to
them: If anyone would be first,
he shall be last of all and serv-
ant of all. 36 And he took a little
child and set him in the midst of
them, and taking him in his arms,
he said to them: 37 Whoever shall
receive one of such little children
in my name, receives me. And
whoever receives me, receives
not me but Him that sent me.

38 John said to him: Teacher, we
saw one casting out demons in
your name and we forbade him,
because he does not follow with
us. 39 But Jesus said: Do not for-
bid him. For there is no one who
shall do a mighty work in my
name and then be able straight
afterwards to immediately speak
evil of me. 40 For he that is not

9:34 They argued about who should be the greatest immediately after Jesus
had told them of His upcoming death (v. 31). Whenever Jesus told the disci-
ples about His death, they started arguing amongst themselves. They had a
psychological barrier to the message of the cross. We tend to also; we would
rather become inward looking, compare ourselves against ourselves, rather
than against the standard set in the crucifixion of Jesus.

9:38 In your name- A disciple of John the Baptist who for some reason didn’t
want to associate with the Jesus’ disciples.

9:40 Here Jesus makes it clear for all time that we should not be exclusive
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against us, is for us. 4! For who-
ever shall give you a cup of
water to drink, because you are
Christ’s- truly I say to you, he
shall in no way lose his reward.

Teaching about offences

42 And whoever shall cause one
of these little ones that believe in
me to stumble, it would be better
for him if a great millstone were
hung around his neck and he
were thrown into the sea. 43 And
if your hand causes you to stum-
ble, cut it off. It is good for you
to enter into life maimed, rather

MARK 9:40-9:47

than having your two hands and
to go into Gehenna- into the
unquenched fire, 44 where their
worm does not die and the fire is
not put out. 45 And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off.
It is good for you to enter into
life lame, rather than having your
two feet and to be cast into Ge-
henna, 46 where their worm does
not die and the fire is not put out.
47 And if your eye causes you to
stumble, gouge it out. It is good
for you to enter into the king-
dom of God with one eye, rather
than having two eyes and to be

against those who in truth bear His Name (v. 39). If they exclude us, they
have made the decision. But we shouldn’t exclude them.

9:43 Whatever causes us to stumble on our path to God’s Kingdom we must
cut out of our lives, although this will be very painful and demands an unu-
sual self-possession and strong will.

9:45 Gehenna was the rubbish dump outside Jerusalem, where the fires were
always burning because fresh garbage was always being put onto it. But the
individual items thrown onto it were destroyed and turned into dust. Likewise
Jerusalem was threatened with the eternal fire of God’s anger, due to the sins
of Israel: “Then I will kindle a fire in its gates, and it shall devour the palaces
of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched” (Jer. 17:27). Jerusalem being the
prophesied capital of the future Kingdom (Is. 2:2-4; Ps. 48:2), God did not
mean us to read this literally. The houses of the great men in Jerusalem were
burnt down with fire (2 Kings 25:9), but that fire did not continue eternally.
Fire represents the anger/punishment of God against sin, but His anger is not
eternal (Jer. 3:12). Fire turns what it burns to dust; and we know that the ulti-
mate wages of sin is death, a turning back to dust. This perhaps is why fire is
used as a figure for punishment for sin.

9:47 Who we will eternally be in God’s Kingdom is a function of the efforts
we have made in this life to cut off our sources of temptation and stumbling.
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cast into Gehenna, 48 where their
worm does not die and the fire is
not put out.

49 For everyone shall be salted
with fire.

50 Salt is good; but if the salt
has lost its saltiness, with what
will you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with
one another.

CHAPTER 10

Teaching about divorce

And he left there and went into
the regions of Judea on the other
side of the Jordan. Crowds gath-
ered around him again, and as
was his custom he taught them.
2 And there came to him Phari-
sees, who asked him: Is it lawful
for a man to send away his wife?
They asked this to test him.
3 And he answered and said to
them: What did Moses command
you? 4And they said: Moses
permitted a man to write a bill
of divorcement and to send her
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away. 5 But Jesus said to them:
For your hardness of heart he
wrote you this commandment.
6 But from the beginning of the
creation: Male and female made
He them. 7 For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother
and shall cling to his wife, 8 and
the two shall become one flesh;
so that they are no more two but
one flesh. 9 What therefore God
has joined together, do not let
man divide.

10 And in the house the disci-
ples asked him about this matter.
11 And he said to them: Whoever
shall send away his wife and
marry another, commits adultery
against her. 12 And if she herself
shall send away her husband
and marry another, she commits
adultery.

13 And they were bringing to
him little children, that he should
touch them; and the disciples re-
buked them. 14 But when Jesus
saw it, he was moved with in-

10:9 Husbands and wives can divide what God has joined together in their
marriage by arguing, insisting upon their way, criticizing, attachment to other
things or partners. But other people can also divide them by things like ma-
nipulating one partner against another, poisoning the mind of one against the

other etc.

10:14 Those who enter God’s Kingdom will have the characteristics of chil-

dren- trust, hope, willingness to learn.
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dignation, and said to them: Per-
mit the little children to come to
me; forbid them not. For to such
belongs the kingdom of God.
IS Truly I say to you, whoever
shall not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he shall in
no way enter into it. 16 And he
took them in his arms and bless-
ed them, laying his hands upon
them.

The rich young man

17And as he was proceed-
ing along the road, a man ran
to him and kneeled before him,
and asked him: Good Teacher,
what shall I do that I may inherit
eternal life? 18 And Jesus said to
him: Why do you call me good?
None is good save one- God.
19You know the command-
ments: Do not kill. Do not com-
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mit adultery. Do not steal. Do
not bear false witness. Do not
defraud. Honour your father and
mother. 20 And he said to him:
Teacher, all these things have I
observed from my youth. 21 And
Jesus observing him, loved him;
and said to him: One thing you
lack. Go, sell whatever you have
and give it to the poor, and you
shall have treasure in heaven.
And come, follow me. 22 But
this teaching saddened him, and
he went away sorrowful. For he
was one that had great posses-
sions.

23 And Jesus looked around,
and said to his disciples: How
difficult it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the king-
dom of God! 24 And the disci-
ples were amazed at his words.
But Jesus continued and said to

10:19 The commandments which Jesus chose to list are all those which can
be ticked off as done or not done. The man thought he was legally righteous.
But Jesus taught that perfection isn’t a matter of legalistic obedience. It’s
about taking up His cross and following Him.

10:21 By giving our wealth to the poor we are as it were transferring that
wealth from earth to Heaven. The invitation to take up a cross was shocking
to first century people- for death by crucifixion was the death of criminals,
and the cross was despised as a symbol of shame. Jesus is asking us to join
Him in a condemned man’s last walk to the place of death. Following Him
means following Him to death.

10:24 Trusting in riches is paralleled with having riches (v. 23). Having them
is the same as trusting in them because this is the very nature of wealth. It’s
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them: Children! How hard is it
for them that trust in riches to
enter into the kingdom of God!
251t is easier for a camel to go
through a needle’s eye, than for
a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of God. 26 And they were
astonished exceedingly, saying
to him: Then who can be saved?
27 Jesus, observing them, said:
With men it is impossible, but
not with God. For all things are
possible with God.

28 Peter began to say to him:
We have left all, and have fol-
lowed you. 29 Jesus said: Truly
I say to you. Whoever leaves
house, or brothers, or sisters, or
mother, or father, or children,
or lands for my sake and for the
gospel’s sake, 30 will receive in
return, in this present season, a
hundredfold houses and brothers
and sisters and mothers and chil-
dren and lands, and with them
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persecutions; but in the age to
come, eternal life. 3! But many
that are first shall be last and the
last, first.

Jesus talks about His death
32 And they were on the road
heading up to Jerusalem; and Je-
sus was walking ahead of them.
And they were amazed, and
those who followed were afraid.
And taking the twelve aside, he
began to tell them what was to
happen to him: 33 We will go
up to Jerusalem, and the Son of
Man shall be delivered to the
chief priests and the scribes, and
they shall condemn him to death
and shall deliver him to the Gen-
tiles. 34 And they shall mock him
and shall spit upon him and shall
scourge him, and shall kill him;
and after three days he shall rise
again.

35 And there came near to him

impossible to have it without trusting in it. Yet despite these grave warnings
about the spiritual dangers of wealth, many Christians earnestly desire to
have it!

10:30 We receive these blessings in the church now, in fellowshipping with
our brothers and sisters there. If we chose not to fellowship with others, or if
the church is dysfunctional, then these promised blessings won’t come true.
10:31 Our society is like an elevator; once you get into it, the thrust is always
upwards. People want to be upwardly socially mobile, to improve their posi-
tion, to get ahead in the race. But the further we get ahead now, the further
back we will be eternally.
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James and John, the sons of Ze-
bedee, saying to him: Teacher,
we want you to do for us what-
ever we shall ask of you. 36 And
he said to them: What would you
wish that 1 should do for you?
37 And they said to him: Grant to
us that we may sit, one on your
right hand and one on your left
hand, in your glory. 38 But Jesus
said to them: You do not know
what you ask. Are you able to
drink the cup that I drink? Or to
be baptized with the baptism that
I am baptized with? 39 And they
said to him: We are able! And
Jesus said to them: The cup that
I drink you will drink, and with
the baptism with which I am
baptized, you will be baptized.
40 But to sit on my right hand or
on my left hand is not mine to
give; but it will be given to them
for whom it has been prepared.
41 And when the ten heard it,
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they began to be moved with in-
dignation concerning James and
John. 42 And Jesus called them
to him, and said to them: You
know that they who are consid-
ered rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them.
43 But it is not to be so among
you; but whoever would become
great among you shall be your
servant. 44 And whoever would
be first among you, shall be serv-
ant of all; 45 for the Son of Man
came not to be served by others,
but to serve- and to give his life
as a ransom for many.

Jesus heals Bartimaeus

46 And they arrived in Jericho.
And as he was leaving Jericho
with his disciples and a great
crowd, Bartimaeus the son of
Timaeus, a blind beggar, was
sitting by the roadside. 47 And

10:35 Again, straight after the prediction of Christ’s death, the disciples start
arguing. The message of the cross was so lost on them at that time. And Mark
is telling this story to an audience, showing them that the preachers them-
selves ‘didn’t get it’ initially, and on that humble basis appealing for the hear-
ers to do better than their teachers and “get it’ more quickly.

10:40 Not mine- Again we see the subjection of Jesus to the Father.

10:43 So we should be looking for opportunities to serve others every
day. “Brother, sister, let me serve you” should be the heartbeat of our daily
lives.

10:47 Son of David- He recognized that the promises to David of a future
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when he heard that it was Jesus
the Nazarene, he began to cry
out, and say: Jesus! You Son
of David, have mercy on me!
48 And many rebuked him, say-
ing that he should hold his peace.
But he cried out more zealously:
You, Son of David, have mercy
on me! 49 And Jesus stood still
and said: Call him. And they
called to the blind man, saying to
him: Be of good courage! Rise,
he calls for you! 50 And he, cast-
ing away his garment, sprang up
and came to Jesus. 5! And Jesus
said: What will you have me do
for you? And the blind man said
to him: Rabbi- that [ may receive
my sight. 52 And Jesus said to
him: Go your way. Your faith has
made you whole. And immedi-
ately he received his sight and
followed him in the way.

CHAPTER 11

Jesus enters Jerusalem

And when they drew near to
Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the mount of Ol-
ives, he sent two of his disciples,
2 instructing them: Go into the
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village in front of you, and just
as you enter it, you will find a
colt tied there, on which no one
has ever sat. Untie it and bring
it here. 3 And if anyone says to
you: Why are you doing this?
You are to say: The Lord has
need of him; and immediately he
will send him back here. 4 And
they went away and found a colt
tied at a door outside in the street,
and they untied it. 5 And those
that stood there said to them:
What are you doing, untying the
colt? 6 And they said to them
just as Jesus had said, and they
let them go. 7 And they brought
the colt to Jesus, and put on it
their garments; and he sat upon
it. 8 And many spread their gar-
ments upon the road, and others
spread branches which they had
cut from the fields. 9 And they
that went ahead and they that fol-
lowed, cried, Hosanna! Blessed
is he that comes in the name of
the Lord! 10 Blessed is the com-
ing kingdom of our father David!
Hosanna in the highest!

11 And he entered into Jerusa-
lem and went into the temple,

descendant of David who would also be God’s Son had come true in Jesus

(2 Sam. 7:12-16).

10:50 His garment was probably his only possession.
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and when he had looked at eve-
rything, it being now evening,
he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.

Jesus and the fig tree

12 And the next day, when they
left Bethany, he felt hungry.
13 And seeing in the distance a
fig tree in leaf, he went to see
if he could find anything on it.
When he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves- for it was
not the season for figs. 14 Jesus
addressed it: Henceforth, no one
will eat fruit from you again.
And his disciples heard it.

15 And they came to Jerusalem,
and he entered into the temple
and began to throw out those that
sold and those that bought in the
temple, and overturned the tables
of the money exchangers and the
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seats of those that sold the doves.
16 And he would not permit
anyone to carry any merchan-
dise through the temple. 17 And
he taught and said to them: Is it
not written: My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all
nations? But you have made it a
den of thieves! 18 And the chief
priests and the scribes heard it,
and sought a way to destroy him.
For they feared him, for all the
crowd were astonished at his
teaching. 19 And every evening
he left the city.

20 And as they passed by in the
morning, they saw the fig tree
withered away from the roots.
21 And Peter, remembering, said
to him: Rabbi, look at the fig tree
which you cursed. It is withered
away! 22 And Jesus answering
said to them: Have faith in God.

11:15 Making money out of religion is so obnoxious to Jesus.

11:16 Not permit- Jesus did all this without being stopped; and He did it sin-
gle-handed. We see here the power of His personality; it was with this same
authority that He could command the eager crowds to go home after He had
fed them. This was partly a gift from God, but partly a resulted of His intense
focus and strength of mind.

11:17 This prophecy is about the future Kingdom of God. But Jesus under-
stood that we should be living the Kingdom life now. We should do the same;
there will be no huge difference between the type of life we now live, and the
life we will eternally live. In this sense we “have eternal life” in that we live
today the kind of life we will eternally live.

11:22 Have faith — They were amazed at His faith, but Jesus tells them not
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23 Truly 1 say to you, Whoever
shall say to this mountain: Be re-
moved and thrown into the sea,
and shall not doubt in his heart
but shall believe that what he
said will happen- he shall have
it. 24 Therefore I say to you: All
things, whatever you pray and
ask for, believe that you will re-
ceive them- and you shall have
them.

25 And whenever you stand
praying, forgive those you have
something against; so that your
Father who is in heaven may
also forgive you your trespasses.
26 But if you do not forgive, nei-
ther will your Father who is in
heaven forgive your trespasses.

The question of authority

27 And they arrived in Jerusalem.
And as he was walking into the
temple, there came to him the
chief priests and the scribes and
the elders. 28 They said to him:
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By what authority do you do
these things? Who gave you au-
thority to do these things? 29 And
Jesus said to them: I will ask you
one question. Answer me, and |
will tell you by what authority [
do these things. 30 The baptism
of John, was it from Heaven, or
from men? Answer me. 3! And
they reasoned among them-
selves, saying: If we shall say:
From Heaven- he will say: Why
then did you not believe him?
32 But if we say: From men- they
were in fear of the people. For all
truly held John to be a prophet.
33 And they answered Jesus, say-
ing: We do not know. And Jesus
said to them: Neither shall I tell
you by what authority I do these
things.

CHAPTER 12

The parable of the vineyard
And he began to speak to them
in parables. A man planted a

to just admire His faith, as people admire a picture or image of Jesus, but see
that His faith and life is to be our pattern. If He had such faith, then His fol-

lowers also ought to.

11:26 Therefore forgiveness of others is vital for our own salvation. We ask
God to forgive us our “secret sins”, those we don’t even recognize we have
committed; and therefore we are wiser to forgive others without demanding

their repentance.

12:1 God is the vineyard owner, the vineyard is Israel. God did everything so
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vineyard and set a hedge about
it, and dug a pit for the winepress
and built a tower; and rented it to
husbandmen. Then he went into
another country. 2 And at the sea-
son he sent to the husbandmen
a servant, so he might receive
from the husbandmen the fruits
of the vineyard. 3 And they took
him and beat him, and sent him
away empty handed. 4 And again
he sent to them another servant-
and him they wounded in the
head and handled shamefully.
5 And he sent another- and him
they killed; and many others,
beating some and killing some.
6 He had one other, a beloved
son. He sent him last to them,
saying: They will reverence my
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said among themselves: This is
the heir! Come, let us kill him
and the inheritance shall be ours.
8 And they took him and killed
him, and threw him out of the
vineyard. 9 What therefore will
the lord of the vineyard do? He
will come and destroy the hus-
bandmen, and will give the vine-
yard to others.

10 Have you not read in the
scripture: The stone which the
builders rejected, the same was
made the head of the corner?
11 This was from the Lord and
it is marvellous in our eyes?
12 And they sought to arrest him;
but they feared the crowd. For
they perceived that he had spo-
ken that parable against them;

son. 7 But those husbandmen | and they left him and went away.

that they might bring forth spiritual fruit; as He does for us. The servants He
sent are the prophets.

12:2 At the season- there were many times when the harvest could have
come; the Kingdom of God could have been established earlier, but God has
given us genuine freewill, and so He awaits the time when His people give
Him the fruit. This could imply that Jesus will only return once Israel have
repented and are giving spiritual fruit to God.

12:7 This is the heir- Implies the Jews recognized who Jesus really was
(11:28-33 implies the same). The Jewish conscience about Jesus is apparent
today too.

12:9 Others- The Gentiles.

12:12 Mark emphasizes how “the crowd” were supportive of Jesus (11:18,32;
12:37; 14:2). But this same crowd were soon shouting “Crucify him!”. We
must battle against this same fickleness of human nature- to love and adore
Jesus one moment, and deny Him the next.
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The Jews try to trap Jesus with
trick questions
13And they sent to him cer-
tain of the Pharisees and of the
Herodians, that they might catch
him out in his teaching. 14 And
when they arrived, they said to
him: Teacher, we know you are
truthful and do not care about
anyone’s opinion. For you are
not swayed by appearances, but
truly teach the way of God. Is it
lawful to give tribute to Caesar,
or not? 15 Shall we give, or shall
we not give? But he, knowing
their hypocrisy, said to them:
Why do you test me? Bring me
a denarius, that I may look at it.
16 And they brought it. And he
said to them: Whose is this im-
age and inscription? And they
said to him: Caesar’s. 17 And
Jesus said to them: Render to
Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s. And they marvelled
greatly at him.

18 And there came to him Sad-
ducees (these say that there is no
resurrection) and they asked him:
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19 Teacher, Moses wrote to us: If
a man’s brother dies and leaves
a wife behind him and leaves no
children, then his brother should
take his wife and raise up seed to
his brother. 20 There were seven
brothers; and the first took a
wife and died leaving no seed.
21 And the second took her, and
died leaving no seed behind him,
and the third likewise. 22 And
the seven left no seed. Last of all
the woman also died. 23 In the
resurrection, whose wife shall
she be? For the seven had her as
wife. 24 Jesus said to them: Is not

12:17 We are made in God’s image and so we should give our bodies and

lives to God.

12:24 You do not know the scriptures- But they did know them, many could
recite the entire Old Testament from memory. We can know the Bible and yet
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the reason you err that you do
not know the scriptures, nor the
power of God? 25 For when they
shall rise from the dead, they
neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels in
heaven.

26 But concerning the dead,
that they are raised, have you
not read in the book of Moses,
in the passage about the bush,
how God spoke to him, saying:
I am the God of Abraham and
the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob? 27 He is not the God of
the dead but of the living. You do
err greatly.

28 And one of the scribes came
and heard them arguing; and
knowing that he had answered
them well, he asked him: What
commandment is the first of all?
29 Jesus answered: The first is,
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God,
the Lord is one. 30 And you shall
love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul
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and with all your mind and with
all your strength. 3! The sec-
ond is this: You shall love your
neighbour as yourself. There is
no other commandment greater
than these. 32 And the scribe said
to him: Well said, Teacher. You
have spoken the truth, that He is
one and there is no other but He.
33 And to love Him with all the
heart and with all the understand-
ing and with all the strength, and
to love his neighbour as himself,
is much more than all whole
burnt-offerings and sacrifices.
34 And when Jesus saw that he
answered wisely, he said to him:
You are not far from the king-
dom of God. And after that no
one dared to ask him any more
questions.

35And Jesus asked, as he
taught in the temple: Why do the
scribes say that the Christ is the
son of David? 36 David himself
said in the Holy Spirit: The Lord
said to my Lord, Sit on My right

not know it at all if we don’t personally believe in the power of God which

it teaches.

12:31 To love our neighbor as ourselves we must love ourselves; in the sense
of perceiving our own value and meaning in God’s eyes. We all tend in some
ways to have too negative a view of ourselves.

12:33 The whole burnt offerings involved every part of the animal being
burnt to God. To love God and our neighbour involves giving our entire lives
to God; the life of faith can’t be a hobby, a book we read occasionally out of
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hand until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet. 37 David
himself calls him Lord; and how
is he therefore his son? And
the common people heard him
gladly.

38 And in his teaching he said:
Beware of the scribes, who desire
to walk in long robes and to have
salutations in the marketplaces,
39 and the chief seats in the syna-
gogues and chief places at feasts.
40 They that devour widows’
houses and for a pretence make
long prayers, these shall receive
greater condemnation.

41 And he sat down over against
the treasury, and watched how
the crowd threw money into the
treasury; and many that were
rich threw in a lot. 42 And there
came a poor widow, and she
threw in two small copper coins,
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which make a penny. 43 And he
gathered his disciples, and said
to them: Truly I say to you,
this poor widow threw in more
than all they that are throwing
money into the treasury. 44 For
they threw in money they didn’t
need, but she though needy
threw in all that she had- all her
livelihood.

CHAPTER 13

Jesus predicts the

destruction of the temple

And as he left the temple, one of
his disciples said to him: Teach-
er, look what wonderful stones
and what wonderful buildings!
2 And Jesus said to him: Do you
see these great buildings? There
will not be left here one stone
upon another. All will be thrown
down.

interest, a church meeting we occasionally attend, a social circle we move in.
12:40 Greater condemnation- there will be degrees of both reward and pun-
ishment given to people by Jesus when He returns and judges us.

12:43 Jesus was very observant to notice those two coins going into the box.
He is the same today- He notices the quiet devotion and sacrifice for Him
which nobody else does. This is why He teaches against doing good deeds
which others see, and was so against how the Scribes behaved (12:39).

13:2 This chapter, known as the Olivet prophecy, gives signs which were
fulfilled immediately before the destruction of the temple by the Romans in
AD70. However it is clear that Jesus was also thinking about the signs which
would be seen in Israel and the world leading up to His return. We can there-
fore say that what happened in AD70 is a type of our last days.



130

3 And as he sat on the Mount of
Olives opposite the temple, Peter
and James and John and Andrew
asked him privately: 4 Tell us,
when will these things occur, and
what shall be the sign when these
things are about to happen?

5And Jesus began to say to
them: Take heed that no one lead
you astray. © Many shall come in
my name, saying, I am he; and
shall lead many astray.

7 And when you shall hear of
wars and rumours of wars, do not
be disturbed. These things must
take place, but the end is not yet.
8 For nation shall rise against na-
tion and kingdom against king-
dom, there shall be earthquakes
in various places, there shall be
famines. These things are the be-
ginning of the birth pains.

9 But be warned. For they shall
deliver you up to councils, and
in synagogues they shall beat
you, and before governors and
kings shall you stand for my
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sake, to bear witness before
them. 10 And the gospel must
first be preached to all the na-
tions. 11 Whenever you are ar-
rested and brought to trial, do
not worry beforehand about
what to say. Say whatever shall
be given you in that hour, for it
is not you that will speak but the
Holy Spirit. 12 And brother shall
deliver up brother to death, and
the father his child, and children
shall rise up against parents and
cause them to be put to death.
13 And you shall be hated by all
for my name’s sake; but he that
endures to the end, the same
shall be saved.

14 But when you see the abom-
ination of desolation standing
where it should not (let him
that reads understand), then let
them that are in Judea flee to the
mountains. !5 And let him that
is on the housetop not go down,
nor enter in to take anything out
his house. 16 And let him that

13:8 Birth pains- The bringing to birth will be when Jesus returns and we are
fully ‘born again’ and enter His Kingdom with immortal nature (Jn. 3:3-5).
Living in the last days just before He returns will therefore be a painful and

frightening time for the believers.

13:10 The quicker we preach the Gospel to all nations, the quicker the end

will come.

13:13 It seems the believers will be persecuted in the last days.
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is in the field not return back to
take his cloak. 17 But alas for
women who are pregnant, and
for those who are nursing in-
fants in those days! 18 And pray
that it is not in the winter. 19 For
those days shall cause distress,
such as there has never been
similar, from the beginning of
the creation which God created
until now, and never shall be
again. 20 And except the Lord
had shortened the days, no flesh
would have been saved; but for
the elect’s sake, which He chose,
He shortened the days.

21 And then if anyone shall say
to you: Look, here is the Christ!
or Look! There he is!- do not be-
lieve them. 22 For false Christs
and false prophets will arise, and
will show signs and wonders, in
order to lead astray (if possible)
the elect. 23 But be warned, I
have told you all things before-
hand.
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24 But in those days, after that
tribulation, the sun shall be dark-
ened and the moon shall not give
her light, 25 and the stars shall
fall from heaven and the pow-
ers that are in the heavens shall
be shaken. 26 And then shall
they see the Son of Man coming
in the clouds with great power
and glory. 27 And then shall he
send the angels and shall gather
together his elect from the four
winds, from the uttermost part of
the earth to the uttermost part of
heaven.

28 Now from the fig tree learn
its lesson. When its branch be-
comes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that the sum-
mer is near. 29 So you also, when
you see these things happening,
you will know that he is near- at
the doors. 30 Truly I say to you:
This generation shall not pass
away, until all these things hap-
pen. 31 Heaven and earth may

13:18 The actual timing of events in both AD70 and in the last days can be

affected by our prayers.

13:19 This alludes to Dan. 12:1, which speaks of a “time of trouble such as
never was” for Israel. This means that a situation worse than the Nazi holo-
caust must yet happen to Israel. We can therefore expect world opinion to

increasingly turn against the Jews.

13:24, 25 Sun, moon and stars are used in the Bible as symbols for the rulers
of a nation, especially Israel (Gen. 37:9).
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pass away, but my words shall
not pass away.

32 But of that day or that hour
knows no one except the Father,
neither the angels in heaven nor
the Son.

33 Be warned, watch and pray.
For you do not know when the
time is. 34 Like a man going on
a journey; on leaving his house,
he puts his servants in charge,
each according to his assigned
tasks. He also commands the
gatekeeper to stay awake.
35 Therefore stay awake. For
you do not know when the lord
of the house comes, whether in
the evening, or at midnight, or
at cockcrow, or in the morning.
36 In case he comes suddenly
finding you asleep- 37 what
I say to you I say to all: Stay
awake!

MARK 13:31-14:5

CHAPTER 14

The anointing of Jesus

Now it was two days before the
Passover and the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread; and the chief
priests and the scribes sought
how they might arrest him us-
ing trickery and kill him. 2 For
they said: Not during the feast,
lest there be an uproar from the
people.

3 And while he was in Bethany
in the house of Simon the leper,
as he sat at the table, there came
a woman with an alabaster vial
of ointment of pure nard- very
expensive. She broke the vial
and poured it over his head.
4 But there were some that had
indignation among themselves,
saying: For what purpose has
this waste of the ointment been
made? 5 For this ointment might

13:32 If God knows something which Jesus doesn’t, then Jesus can’t be God
Himself.

13:33 We cannot know the exact time when Jesus will return; therefore we
must watch [be alert] and pray. Ignore the various claims that we can work
out from Bible prophecy which year Jesus will return in.

13:34 Assigned tasks- Each of us has a specific part within the body of Christ.
If you don’t know what it is, what God’s hope of you and expectation of you
is, then pray to find out.

13:37 Stay awake- But according to the parable of Mt. 25:5, even the faithful
in the last days will fall asleep. We will be saved by grace.

14:5 The lesson is not to have a utilitarian approach to life. If our love of
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have been sold for above three
hundred denarii and given to
the poor. And they scolded her.
6 But Jesus said: Leave her
alone. Why do you trouble her?
She has done a good work upon
me. 7 For you have the poor al-
ways with you, and whenever
you want you can do them good,
but me you do not have always.
8 She has done what she could.
She has anointed my body be-
forehand for the burying. 9 And
truly I say to you: Wherever in
the whole world the gospel shall
be preached, what this woman
has done shall be spoken of as a
memorial to her.

10 And Judas Iscariot, he that
was one of the twelve, went to
the chief priests, that he might
betray him to them. 11 And they,
when they heard it, were glad;
and promised to give him mon-
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ey. And he sought how he might
conveniently betray him.

Jesus prepares to eat the
Passover

12 And on the first day of unleav-
ened bread, when they sacrificed
the Passover, his disciples said
to him: Where will you have us
prepare for you the Passover to
eat? 13 And he sent two of his
disciples and said to them: Go
into the city and there you shall
meet a man bearing a pitcher of
water. Follow him. 14 And wher-
ever he enters, say to the master
of the house: The teacher asks,
where is the guest room in which
I can eat the Passover with my
disciples? 15 And he will show
you a large upper room furnished
and ready; there prepare it for us.
16 And the disciples went into
the city and found as he had said

Jesus is strong, we will feel like doing things which others consider senseless
and not sensible. But do them.

14:8 That woman perceived that Jesus was going to die; she had heard and
believed Jesus’ predictions about this. But the disciples had tuned out those
predictions. Mark is showing in his preaching of the Gospel how slow the
preachers had been to ‘get it’ themselves. And this gave the preaching more
appeal and credibility.

14:13 Women and not men were the water carriers. This person was one of
Jesus’ followers; the liberation of women within the teaching and practice
of Jesus was one of the factors which led to the explosion of Christianity
amongst first century women.
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to them. And they made ready
the Passover.

17 And when it was evening he
came with the twelve. 18 And as
they sat and were eating, Jesus
said: Truly I say to you, one of
you shall betray me- even he
that eats with me. 19 They began
to be sorrowful, and to say to
him one by one: Is it 1? 20 And
he said to them: It is one of the
twelve. He that dipped in the
dish at the same time with me.
21 For the Son of Man goes, even
as it is written of him, but woe to
that man through whom the Son
of Man is betrayed! It would be
better for that man if he had not
been born.

The last supper

22 And as they were eating,
he took bread and when he had
blessed it, he broke it and gave
it to them, and said: Take, eat,
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this is my body. 23 And he took
a cup, and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them and
they all drank from it. 24 And he
said to them: This is my blood
of the new covenant, which is
poured out for many. 25 Truly I
say to you: I shall no more drink
of the fruit of the vine, until the
day when I drink it anew in the
kingdom of God.

26 And when they had sung
a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives. 27 And Je-
sus said to them: All of you
shall fall away. For it is writ-
ten: I will smite the shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered
abroad. 28 However, after I am
raised up, I will go ahead of you
into Galilee. 29 But Peter said
to him: Although all shall fall
away, I will not! 30 And Jesus
said to him: Truly I say to you,
yes to you today, that this night,

14:19 At the breaking of bread, we should examine ourselves (1 Cor. 11:28).
This was prefigured by how the disciples each asked Jesus “Is it I [who will
betray you]?”; and by how the Jews had to search their homes for yeast [rep-
resenting sin] before they ate the Passover.

14:29 There is a tradition, and also some internal evidence, that Mark was
writing down Peter’s account of the Gospel. Although Mark is the shortest
Gospel, the account of Peter’s denials is most detailed in Mark. This shows
how Peter was focusing upon his own weaknesses as he retold the Gospel;

as we should.
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before the cock crows twice,
you shall deny me three times.
31 But Peter said emphatically:
Even if I must die with you, I
will not deny you. And they all
said the same.

Jesus in Gethsemane

32 And they came to a place
which was named Gethsemane;
and he said to his disciples: Sit
here while I pray. 33 And he took
with him Peter and James and
John, and began to be greatly
distressed and troubled. 34 And
he said to them: My soul is ex-
ceeding sorrowful even to death.
Stay here and watch. 35 And he
went forward a little and fell on
the ground, and prayed that, if
it were possible, the hour might
pass away from him. 36 And he
said: Abba, Father, all things are
possible for You; remove this
cup from me. However, not as [
will but what You will.

37 And he returned and found
them sleeping, and said to Pe-
ter: Simon, why do you sleep?
Could you not watch one hour?
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38 Watch and pray so that you
do not fall into temptation. The
spirit indeed is willing but the
flesh is weak. 39 And again he
went away and prayed, saying
the same words. 40 And again he
returned and found them sleep-
ing. Their eyes were very heavy;
and they did not know what to
answer him.

41 And he returned a third time
and said to them: Sleep on now
and take your rest. It is enough.
The hour comes, the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sin-
ners. 42 Arise! Let us be going.
He that betrays me is nearby.

43 And  immediately, while
he yet spoke, Judas came, one
of the twelve, and with him a
crowd from the chief priests and
the scribes and the elders bear-
ing swords and staves. 44 Now
he that betrayed him had given
them a signal, saying: Whomso-
ever I shall kiss, that is he. Take
him and lead him away safely.
45 And when he arrived, imme-
diately he came to him and said:
Master, Master; and kissed him.

14:36 ‘Abba’ has been interpreted as meaning ‘Daddy’. This is how close

Jesus felt to God; and we can also.

14:37 One hour- His brief prayer of 14:36 took one hour to pray. We read

those words too quickly.
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46 And they arrested him and
took him away.

47 But one of the disciples that
was standing nearby drew his
sword and struck the servant of
the high priest, and cut off his
ear. 48 And Jesus said to them:
Have you come out as against a
robber, with swords and clubs to
capture me? 49 I was daily with
you in the temple teaching and
you did not arrest me; but this is
done that the scriptures might be
fulfilled. 50 And all the disciples
left him and fled.

51 And a young man followed
him, with nothing but a linen
cloth about his body. And they
seized him. 52 But he left the
linen cloth and fled naked.

The trial of Jesus
53 And they led Jesus away to
the high priest; and there came
together all the chief priests and
the elders and the scribes. 54 And
Peter had followed him at a dis-
tance, right into the courtyard of
the high priest. And he was sit-
ting with the guards and warm-
ing himself at the fire.

55 Now the chief priests and the
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whole council sought evidence
against Jesus to put him to death,
and did not find it. 56 For many
bore false witness against him,
but their testimony did not agree.
57 And some stood up and bore
false witness against him, say-
ing: 58 We heard him say, I will
destroy this temple that is made
with hands, and in three days I
will build another made without
hands. 59 But not even then did
their testimony agree.

60 And the high priest stood up
in their midst and asked Jesus:
Do you answer nothing? What
is this that these witnesses say
against you? 6! But he held his
peace and said nothing. Again
the high priest questioned him,
saying: Are you the Christ, the
Son of the Blessed? 2 And Jesus
said: I am, and you shall see the
Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of Power and coming with
the clouds of heaven. 63 And the
high priest tore his clothes and
said: What further need have we
of witnesses? 64 You have heard
the blasphemy. What think you?
And they all condemned him to
be worthy of death.

14:51 Was this young man Peter (see v. 54)? Jesus speaks of him as “young”

inJn. 21:18.
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65 And some began to spit on
him and to cover his face, striking
him and saying to him: Prophe-
sy! And the guards took him and
beat him with their hands.

Peter’s denials

66 And as Peter was downstairs
in the courtyard, there came one
of the maids of the high priest.
67 And seeing Peter warming
himself, she looked at him and
said: You also were with the
Nazarene, Jesus! 68 But he de-
nied it, saying: I neither know,

137

nor understand what you say;
and he went out into the porch;
and the cock crew. 69 And the
maid saw him and began again
to say to them that stood by: This
is one of them!

70 But he again denied it. And
after a little while, again they
that stood by said to Peter: Of
a truth you are one of them; for
you are a Galilean. 71 But he be-
gan to curse and to swear under
oath: I do not know this man of
whom you speak. 72 And imme-
diately the second time the cock

14:68 The cock crew- Peter should’ve seen the warning sign. Did he psy-
chologically ignore it; or did he resolve that next time he would not fail? He
should’ve removed himself from temptation; but like us so often, he didn’t.
He, like us, thought he was stronger than he was.

14:68 He “went out” from the Lord. “Went out” is the language of Judas go-
ing out (Jn. 13:30- in essence, Peter and Judas did the same thing at the same
time). Other prototypes of the rejected likewise had gone out from the Lord.
Cain “went out” (Gen. 4:16), as did Zedekiah in the judgment of Jerusalem
(Jer. 39:4; 52:7). Esau went out from the land of Canaan into Edom, slinking
away from the face of his brother Jacob, sensing his righteousness and his
own carnality (Gen. 36:2-8). Yet Peter in this life “went out” from the Lord
and then some minutes later further “went out and wept bitterly” (Lk. 22:62),
living out the very figure of condemnation- and yet was able to repent and
come back. In this life we can be judged, condemned, weep...but still repent
of it and thereby change our eternal destiny. But at the final judgment: it will
be just too late. That ‘judgment’ will be a detailed statement of the outcome
of the ongoing investigative judgment which is going on right now.

14:72 Three times- Mark’s record of the Lord’s trial is not merely a histori-
cal account. It’s framed in terms of our need to testify for our faith too. The
Lord’s example in His time of suffering was and is intended to be our exam-
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crew. And Peter remembered
what Jesus had said to him: Be-
fore the cock crows twice, you
shall deny me three times. And
as he thought upon it, he wept.

CHAPTER 15

The trial before Pilate

And immediately in the morn-
ing the chief priests with the
elders and scribes and the whole
council, made their decision and
bound Jesus and took him away
and delivered him up to Pilate.
2 And Pilate asked him: Are you
the King of the Jews? And he an-
swering said to him: So you say.

MARK 14:72-15:9

3 And the chief priests accused
him of many things. 4 And Pilate
again asked him: Have you no
answer to make? See how many
accusations they make against
you. 5 But Jesus made no further
answer; so that Pilate marvelled.

6 Now at the feast he was ac-
customed to releasing one pris-
oner to them, whomever they
requested. 7And among the
rebels in prison, who had com-
mitted murder in the insurrec-
tion, there was a man named
Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came
up and began to ask Pilate to do
as he usually did for them. 9 And

ple and inspiration, in that we are to in a very practical sense enter into His
sufferings. Mark records the Lord’s prediction that His people would have to
witness before both Jewish and Gentile authorities (Mk. 13:9-13)- and then
Mark goes on in the next chapter to describe Jesus doing just this. The Lord
asked His suffering followers not to prepare speeches of self-defence- per-
haps exemplified and patterned for us in the way that He remained silent be-
fore His accusers. Peter is recorded as denying Christ three times- just as the
Romans interrogated Christians and asked them to three times deny Christ.
The Christians were also asked to curse, or anathematizein, Jesus. And when
we read of Peter’s cursing, the same word is used. We’re left with the impres-
sion that Peter actually cursed Christ. And so Mark, who was likely writing
the Gospel on Peter’s behalf, is showing that Peter, the leader of the church,
actually pathetically failed to follow his Lord at this time. And yet the Gospel
of Mark was being distributed to Christians who were being dragged before
Jewish and Roman courts. The idea was surely to give them an example and
encouragement from Peter’s failure, rather than portray a positive example of
a man overcoming the temptation to curse and deny Christ. But this was how
the Lord used Peter- as an example from failure for all of us.
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Pilate answered them saying:
Will you have me release to you
the King of the Jews? 10 For he
knew that because of envy the
chief priests had delivered him
up. 11 But the chief priests stirred
up the crowd, that instead he
should release Barabbas to them.
12 And Pilate again answered
and said to them: What then shall
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King of the Jews? 13 And they
cried out again: Crucify him!
14 And Pilate said to them: Why?
What evil has he done? But they
cried out exceedingly: Crucify
him! 15 And Pilate, wishing to
calm the crowd, released to them
Barabbas and delivered Jesus,
when he had scourged him, to be
crucified.

16 Then the soldiers led him

I do to him whom you call the

15:10 Envy and jealousy were the real reasons why Jesus was killed. Every
time we suffer from them, we are fellowshipping the sufferings of Jesus. If
we suffer with Him, we will also reign with Him. This is what the symbol of
baptism shows- we go under the water, but come up out of it with Christ.
15:15 The moment of the Lord being delivered over by Pilate is so empha-
sized. There are few details in the record which are recorded verbatim by
all the writers (Mt. 27:26; Mk. 15:15; Lk. 23:25; Jn. 19:16). The Lord had
prophesied this moment of handing over, as if this was something which He
dreaded (Mk. 9:31; 10:33); that point when He was outside the legal process,
and must now face His destruction. The Angels reminded the disciples: “ Re-
member sow he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son
of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men” (Lk. 24:6,7). The em-
phasis is on “ How” , with what passion and emphasis. Rom. 4:25 makes this
moment of handing over equivalent to His actual death: “ Who was delivered
(s.w.) for our offences, and raised again for our justification” . So much stress
is put on this moment of being delivered over to crucifixion. The Gospel
records stress that Pilate delivered Him up; but in fact God did (Rom. 8:32);
indeed, the Lord delivered Himself up (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2,25). Always the
same word is used. These passages also stress that He delivered Himself up,
and was delivered up, for us. It was our salvation which motivated Him at the
moment of being delivered up. Perhaps it was at that moment that He had the
greatest temptation to walk through the midst of them and back to Galilee.
As the crowd surged forward and cheered, knowing they’d won the battle of
wills with Pilate...” take ye him and crucify him” ringing in His mind...this
was it. This was the end.
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away into the hall called Pra-
etorium, and they called together
the whole battalion. 17 And they
clothed him in a purple cloak,
and twisted together a crown of
thorns and put it on him. 18 And
they began to salute him: Hail,
King of the Jews! 19 And they
hit his head with a rod and spat
upon him, and kneeled down in
homage to him. 20 And when
they had mocked him, they took
off the purple cloak and dressed
him in his own garments. And
they led him out to crucify him.

The crucifixion
21 And they compelled a passer-
by to carry his cross, Simon of

MARK 15:16-15:24

Cyrene, who was coming in
from the countryside, the father
of Alexander and Rufus.

22 And they brought him to the
place named Golgotha, which
means, Place of the skull. 23 And
they offered him wine mingled
with myrrh; but he did not ac-
cept it. 24 And they crucified him

15:22 John says that the Lord went out bearing His cross. Luke says that
Simon was asked to carry the hinder part of the cross behind Him. Matthew
and Mark say Simon carried the cross. Mk. 15:22 (Gk.) says that the sol-
diers carried Jesus to Golgotha. J.B. Phillips renders it: “ They got him to a
place Golgotha” . It would seem that the Lord collapsed, perhaps fainting. If
He was crucified on an olive tree (excavations of crucified men suggest this
is what was used), it would not have been simply because of the weight of
the stake. Take a picture of Him lying there, with the face that was marred
more than the children of men pressed into the hot dust of that Jerusalem
street. And some human fool probably said something like ‘Come on, get up’
(doubtless with embellishments). If indeed He did faint, there would have
been that sense of ‘coming round’, the “ Where am 1?”, the memory and con-
sciousness flooding back. “ Have I died and been resurrected?” No, as some
nameless soldier kicked Him and told Him to get up.

15:23 Significantly, very few actual details are given by the Gospel writers of
both the scourging and the crucifixion. It could be that they felt it impossible
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and divided his garments among
themselves, casting lots for them
to determine what every man
should take.

25 And it was the third hour
when they crucified him. 26 And
the inscription of the charge
against him read: The King of
the Jews. 27 And with him they
crucified two robbers, one on his
right hand and one on his left.
28 And the scripture was ful-
filled, which said: And he was
numbered with the transgressors.

29 And those who passed by de-
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destroy the temple and build it in
three days, 30 save yourself and
come down from the cross! 31 In
like manner also the chief priests
mocked among themselves and
the scribes, saying: He saved
others. Himself he cannot save!
32 Let the Christ, the King of Is-
rael, now come down from the
cross, so we may see and be-
lieve! And they that were cruci-
fied with him ridiculed him.

33 And when the sixth hour had
come, darkness came over the
whole land until the ninth hour.

34 And at the ninth hour, Jesus
cried with a loud voice: Eloi,

rided him, wagging their heads
and saying: Ha! You that would

to dwell upon these things; or it could be that they and their readers knew
what was involved in these practices, and we are left to dwell upon them in
our own imagination. We are intended to reconstruct in our own minds what
may have happened... We have a solemn duty towards Him to do this. This is
perhaps why the tenses change so dramatically in the records. Take just Mk.
15:23-26: “They offered...they crucify...and part...casting lots...crucified...
was written”. These arresting changes are surely to encourage us to re-live it
all. Mark speaks of “they crucify him”, going on to say that “then are there
two crucified with him” (Mk. 15:25 RV), whereas Luke records the act in the
past tense. Mark’s present tenses are arresting: “plaiting...they clothe him...
they smote...” (Mk. 15:17,19 RV). Perhaps Mark is seeking consciously to
make us imagine it all as going on before our eyes.

15:34 Mt. 27:46 says that at *“ about the ninth hour, Jesus cried” those words
about being forsaken. Mark says it was at the ninth hour, and we know it was
at the ninth hour that Christ uttered His final words of victory. Yet it must
have been only a few minutes before the ninth hour when Christ faltered;
hence Matthew says that it was “about the ninth hour”. What is a few min-
utes? Only a few hundred seconds, only moments. Only moments before the
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Eloi, lama sabachthani? Which
means: My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me? 35 And
some of them that stood by, when
they heard it, said: Look, he calls
Elijah. 36 And one ran and filling
a sponge full of vinegar, put it on
arod and gave it to him to drink,
saying: Leave him be. Let us see
if Elijah will come to take Him
down. 37 And Jesus cried out
with a loud voice, and breathed
his last. 38 And the veil of the
temple was torn in two- from the
top to the bottom. 39 And when
the centurion, who stood facing
him, saw how he breathed his
last breathe, he said: Truly this
man was the Son of God.

The burial of Jesus

40 And there were also women
watching from afar, among whom
were both Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of James the

MARK 15:34-15:46

less and of Joses, and Salome;
41 who, when he was in Galilee,
had also followed him and min-
istered to him; and many other
women that also had come with
him up to Jerusalem.

42 And when evening had come,
because it was the Preparation
day, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimath-
aea, a councillor of honourable
rank, who also was looking for
the kingdom of God, went boldly
to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus. 44 And Pilate wondered
if he were already dead, and
called the centurion. He asked
him whether he was already
dead. 45 And when it was con-
firmed by the centurion, he grant-
ed the corpse to Joseph. 46 And
Joseph bought a linen shroud,
and taking him down, wrapped
him in the linen shroud and laid
him in a tomb that had been cut

sweetness of the final victory, “It is finished” or accomplished, the Son of
God was faltering. The conclusion is that at the very last moment our Lord
faltered. It was 11:59, into injury time, and He faltered. Enter, please, into
the sense of crisis and intensity. This is the only time that he prays to God as
“God” rather than “Father” / abba. This itself reflects the sense of distance
that enveloped Him. For He was your Lord and your Saviour hanging there,
it was your salvation which hung in the balance. The more we appreciate this
wavering at the last minute, the more fully we will appreciate the wonder of

the final victory.
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“Joseph... wrapped him in the
linen shroud” 15:46

out of the rock. And he rolled a
stone against the entrance of the
tomb. 47 And Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of Joses
observed where he was laid.

CHAPTER 16

The resurrection

And when the Sabbath was over,
Mary Magdalene and Mary the
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mother of James and Salome,
bought spices, so that they might
go and anoint him. 2 And very
early on the first day of the week,
when the sun was risen, they
went to the tomb. 3 And they
were talking among themselves:
Who shall roll away the stone
from the door of the tomb for us?
4 And looking up, they saw that
the stone, which was very large,
had been rolled aside. 5 And en-
tering into the tomb, they saw a
young man dressed in a white
robe sitting on the right side, and
they were alarmed. © And he said
to them: Do not be alarmed. You
seek Jesus the Nazarene who
was crucified. He is risen! He
is not here! See the place where
they laid him! 7 Go tell his dis-
ciples, and Peter, that he goes

16:3 The women who came to the tomb weren’t looking for the risen Lord;
they came to anoint the body. But their love of the Lord was counted to them
as seeking Him (Mt. 28:5). The Bible is full of how God counts people as
righteous although they are not. This is what love is, in some ways. As God
counts us as righteous, so we should recognize that our weak brethren are
counted righteous by Him.

16:7 Jesus was so concerned for the spiritual welfare of Peter, the one who
had denied Him. The risen Lord especially wanted the women to tell Peter
that He was ‘going before him’ to Galilee (Mk. 16:7)- with the implication
that even in his weakness and dejection, He wanted Peter to still try to follow
Him and re-live the cross in his life. We who also deny Jesus can take com-
fort from this loving concern He has even for us. And we can learn to treat
others who fail likewise.
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ahead of you into Galilee. There
shall you see him, just as he told
you. 8 And they went out and ran
from the tomb. Trembling and
astonishment had come upon
them, and they said nothing to
anyone. For they were afraid.

9 Now when he had risen from
the dead early on the first day
of the week, he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene, from whom
he had cast out seven demons.
10 She went and told them that
had been with him, as they
mourned and wept. 11 And they,
when they heard that he was
alive and had been seen by her,
disbelieved.

12 And after these things he was
manifested in another guise to
two of them as they walked on
their way into the countryside.
13 And they went away, and told
it to the rest, who did not believe
them either.

14 And later he was manifested
to the eleven themselves as they
were eating; and he rebuked

MARK 16:7-16:20

them for their unbelief and hard-
ness of heart, because they did
not believe those that had seen
him after he had risen. 15 And he
said to them: You are to go into
all the world and preach the gos-
pel to the whole creation. 16 He
that believes and is baptized shall
be saved, but he that disbelieves
shall be condemned. 17 And these
signs shall accompany them that
believe- in my name shall they
cast out demons, they shall speak
with new tongues, 18 they shall
pick up snakes, and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall in no
way hurt them. They shall lay
hands on the sick and they shall
recover.

19 So then the Lord Jesus, af-
ter he had spoken to them, was
received up into heaven, and sat
down at the right hand of God.
20 And they went and preached
everywhere, the Lord working
with them and confirming the
word by the signs that followed.
Amen.

16:16 Baptism is therefore very important if we wish to be saved.
16:17 The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit were given in the first century,
but they were later withdrawn (1 Cor. 13:8).
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CHAPTER 1

Forasmuch as many have taken
in hand to draw up a narrative
concerning those matters which
have been fulfilled among us,
2even as they delivered them
to us, who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and ministers
of the word, 3 it seemed good to
me also, having traced the course
of all things accurately from the
first, to write to you in order,
most excellent Theophilus, 4 that
you may have certainty concern-
ing the things you have been
taught.

The conception of John the
Baptist

5 There was in the days of Her-
od, king of Judea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the division
of Abijah, and he had a wife of
the daughters of Aaron and her
name was Elisabeth. ¢ And they
were both righteous before God,

walking in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless. 7 And they had
no child, because Elisabeth was
barren and they both were now
well stricken in years.

8 Now it came to pass, while
he executed the priest’s office
before God in the order of his
division, 9 according to the cus-
tom of the priest’s office, his
lot was to enter into the temple
of the Lord and burn incense.
10 And the whole crowd of the
people were praying outside in
the hour of incense. 11 And there
appeared to him an angel of the
Lord standing on the right side of
the altar of incense. 12 Zacharias
was disturbed when he saw him,
and fear fell upon him. 13 But the
angel said to him: Fear not, Za-
charias, because your prayer is
heard; your wife Elisabeth shall
carry a son and you shall call
his name John. 14 And you shall

1:6 Zacharias was “ blameless” in God’s sight, even though in this very pe-
riod of his life he was in some ways lacking faith that his prayers would be
answered. He was counted by God as righteous- “righteous before God”.
1:13 He had prayed so long for a child that maybe it became a formality and
he couldn’t believe the answer had come. Our prayers may be heard and an-
swered, but it may take years for the answer to be delivered. And all that time
we think God’s not answered. Daniel had a similar experience in Daniel 10.
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have joy and gladness, and many
shall rejoice at his birth, 15 for he
shall be great in the sight of the
Lord. And he shall drink no wine
nor strong drink, and he shall be
filled with the Holy Spirit, even
from his mother’s womb. 16 And
many of the children of Israel
shall be turned to the Lord their
God, 17and he will go before
him in the spirit and power of
Elijjah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the
just; to make ready a people pre-
pared for the Lord.

18 And Zacharias said to the an-
gel: How shall I know this? For |
am an old man and my wife well
stricken in years.

19 And the angel answering said
to him: I am Gabriel who stands
in the presence of God, and I was
sent to speak to you and to bring
you these good tidings. 20 And
you shall be dumb and not able
to speak until the day that these
things shall come to pass, be-
cause you did not believe my
words, which shall be fulfilled in
their season.

LUKE 1:1-1:28

21 And the people were wait-
ing for Zechariah, and they were
wondering at his delay in the
temple. 22 And when he came
out, he could not speak to them;
and they perceived that he had
seen a vision in the temple, and
he continued making signs to
them and remained dumb.

23 And it came to pass, when
his time of service was ended,
he went to his home. 24 And af-
ter these days Elisabeth his wife
conceived; and she hid herself
five months, saying: 25 Thus has
the Lord done to me in the days
wherein he looked upon me, to
take away my reproach among
men.

The conception of Jesus

26 Now in the sixth month the
angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a city of Galilee, named Naza-
reth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to
a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And
he came in to her and said:
Greetings, you that are highly
favoured, the Lord is with you!

1:19 Angels are sent all the way from God’s presence to earth in order to
answer our prayers. A guy standing at a bus stop praying to God can call forth
an Angel to be sent to earth in answer to his prayers.
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29 But she was greatly disturbed
at the saying, and cast in her
mind what manner of greeting
this might be. 30 And the angel
said to her: Fear not, Mary. For
you have found favour with God.
31 And you shall conceive in your
womb and bring forth a son, and
shall call his name Jesus. 32 He
shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Most High, and
the Lord God shall give to him
the throne of his ancestor David.
33 And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever, and of
his kingdom there shall be no
end. 34 And Mary said to the an-
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gel: How shall this be, seeing I
do not know a man? 35 And the
angel answered and said to her:
The Holy Spirit shall come upon
you, and the power of the Most
High shall overshadow you.
Therefore also the holy thing
which is begotten within you
shall be called the Son of God.
36 And Elisabeth your kinswom-
an, she who was called barren,
has in her old age also conceived
a son; and this is the sixth month
of her pregnancy. 37 For no word
from God shall be void of power.
38 And Mary said: Behold the
handmaid of the Lord! Be it unto

1:30 Found favour- She had the spiritual ambition to ask to be the mother of
Messiah. Hence her reaction was joy rather than “Oh no! I'm pregnant with-
out a husband!”. And she was likely an illiterate, barefoot teenager. She was
of low social status (:48,53).

1:32 Shall be- Note all the future tenses. Jesus didn’t pre-exist as a person
before His birth. Jesus was “conceived” within Mary (v. 31). He didn’t liter-
ally come down from Heaven as a person. He began inside Mary. David was
his father or ancestor because Mary too was an ordinary woman, who was in
the line of David. Jesus only became God’s Son when He was born (v. 35).
The Son of God therefore didn’t exist from creation, as the false doctrine of
the Trinity requires.

1:35 The Holy Spirit is paralleled with the power of “the Highest”. The Holy
Spirit refers to God’s power; it isn’t a person. God is “the highest”, and there-
fore neither Jesus nor the Holy Spirit are equal to Him; they are lower than
Him as He is the highest.

1:36 Often God arranges that someone else, e.g. a family member, has a simi-
lar experience to us- so that by fellowship with them we can find comfort and
encouragement.
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me according to your word! And
the angel departed from her.

39 And Mary arose in these days
and went into the hill country
with haste, into a city of Judah,
40 and entered into the house of
Zacharias and greeted Elisabeth.
41 And it came to pass, when
Elisabeth heard the greeting
of Mary, that the baby jumped
within her womb; and Elisabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit.
42 And she lifted up her voice
with a loud cry and said: Bless-
ed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!
43 But why is this granted to
me, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? 44 For when
the voice of your greeting came
into my ears, the baby jumped in
my womb for joy. 4> And blessed
is she that believed; for there
shall be a fulfilment of the things
which have been spoken to her
from the Lord.

LUKE 1:38-1:55

46 And Mary said: My soul
does magnify the Lord, 47 and
my spirit has rejoiced in God
my Saviour, 48 because He has
looked upon the low estate of
His handmaid. For from this
time forward all generations
shall call me blessed. 49 For He
that is mighty has done to me
great things, and holy is His
name, 50and His mercy is to
generations and generations on
them that fear Him. 51 He has
shown strength with His arm,
He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their heart, 52 He
has put down princes from their
thrones and has exalted them of
low station in life. 53 The hungry
He has filled with good things
and the rich He has sent away
empty. 4 He has given help to
Israel His servant, that He might
remember mercy 33 (as He spoke
to our fathers) toward Abraham
and his seed for ever.

1:46 Mary’s song is full of allusion to the song of Hannah when she was
enabled to conceive Samuel (1 Sam. 2). Although she was illiterate, she knew
her Bible well. She had memorized it and felt herself into it. She saw the
similarities between herself and Hannah. We too should ponder Scripture and
see the similarities between ourselves and others we read of there, so that
they become our heroes and inspirations.

1:53 The rich Jewish women no doubt wanted to be mother of Messiah. But
God delights to work through the low, poor and humble who love His word.
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56 And Mary stayed with her
about three months and then re-
turned home.

The birth of John

57 Now the time came for Eliza-
beth to give birth, and she gave
birth to a son. 58 And her neigh-
bours and her kinsfolk heard that
the Lord had magnified His mer-
cy towards her; and they rejoiced
with her. 39 And it came to pass
on the eighth day, that they came
to circumcise the child, and they
would have called him Zachari-
as, after the name of the father,
60 but his mother answered and
said: No, he shall be called John.
61 And they said to her: There
are none of your kindred that are
called by this name. 62 And they
made signs to his father, what
he wanted him called. 63 And
he asked for a writing tablet and
wrote, saying: His name is John.
And they all marvelled. ¢4 And
his mouth was opened immedi-
ately, and his tongue loosed and
he spoke, blessing God. 65 And
fear came on all their neighbours.
And all these things were talked
about through all the hill country
of Judea. 06 And all that heard
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“Elizabeth... gave birth” 1:57

them laid them up in their heart,
saying: What then shall this child
be? For the hand of the Lord was
with him.

67 And his father Zacharias was
filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied, saying: 68 Blessed be
the Lord, the God of Israel, for He
has visited and redeemed His peo-
ple, 69 and has raised up a horn of
salvation for us in the house of
His servant David 70 (as He spoke
by the mouth of His holy proph-
ets that have been since the world
began), 71 salvation from our ene-
mies and from the hand of all that
hate us, 72 to show mercy towards
our fathers, and to remember
His holy covenant. 73 The oath
which He spoke to Abraham our
father, 74 to grant to us, that we,
being delivered out of the hand
of our enemies, should serve Him

1:74 Zacharias shared the common Jewish misunderstanding of Messiah as
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without fear, 75 in holiness and
righteousness before Him all our
days. 76 Yes, and you, child, shall
be called the prophet of the Most
High. For you shall go before
the presence of the Lord to make
ready His ways, 77 to give knowl-
edge of salvation to His people in
the remission of their sins, 78 be-
cause of the tender mercy of our
God, when the sunrise shall dawn
upon us, 79to shine upon them
that sit in darkness and the shad-
ow of death; to guide our feet into
the way of peace. 80 And the child
grew and became strong in spirit,
and was in the desert until the day
he appeared publicly to Israel.

CHAPTER 2

The birth of Jesus

Now it came to pass in those
days, that there went out a decree

LUKE 1:74-2:8

from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered.
2This census first took place
when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 And all went to reg-
ister themselves, everyone to his
own city. 4 And Joseph also went
from Galilee out of the city of
Nazareth into Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Beth-
lehem (because he was of the
house and family of David) 5 to
enrol himself with Mary, who
was engaged to him, being great
with child. ¢ And it came to pass,
while they were there, the time
came that she should give birth.
7 And she brought forth her first-
born son; and she wrapped him
in cloths and laid him in a man-
ger, because there was no room
for them in the inn.

8 And there were shepherds in

the One who would bring salvation from the Romans. But it’s also possible to
understand his words spiritually, in terms of our freedom from sin. A faithful
man can still hold misunderstandings, and God didn’t reject him because of it.
1:77 If we really feel God’s forgiveness, then we know salvation; but such
wonderful experience comes from appreciating the seriousness of our sins.
The proud and self-righteous have no feeling for the wonder of God’s for-
giveness.

2:7 From birth, Jesus knew rejection from men; for surely somebody could
have found a better bed for a heavily pregnant woman. When we experience
rejection, He knows how we feel.

2:8 Shepherds were one of the most despised classes in Palestinian society.
But God chose to use them as the witnesses to the birth of His Son.
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the same region staying in the
field and keeping watch at night
over their flock. 9And an an-
gel of the Lord stood by them,
and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them; and they
were terrified. 19 And the angel
said to them: Be not afraid. For
1 bring you good tidings of great
joy which shall be to all people.
11 For there is born to you this
day in the city of David a Sav-
iour, who is Christ the Lord.
12 And this will be a sign to you:
You shall find a baby wrapped
in birth clothes and lying in a
manger. 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a crowd of
the heavenly host praising God,
and saying: 14 Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace
among those in whom He is well
pleased.

I5 And it came to pass, when
the angels went away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said
to each other: Let us now go to
Bethlehem and see this thing
that has come to pass, which
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“Mary and Joseph and the baby”
2:16

the Lord has made known to us.
16 And they went with haste, and
found Mary and Joseph and the
baby lying in the manger. 17 And
when they saw it, they told peo-
ple about the saying which was
spoken to them about this child.
18 And all that heard it wondered
at the things which were spoken
to them by the shepherds. 19 And
Mary treasured up all these say-
ings, pondering them in her
heart. 20 And the shepherds re-
turned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things that they
had heard and seen, just as it had
been spoken to them.

2:15 That has come to pass- Faith is believing what we can’t see but what
has been revealed to us by God’s word. The shepherds are a classic exam-
ple of faith. Therefore the shepherds rejoiced because their faith had been
rewarded- they found everything exactly as had been said and as they had
believed (v. 20). This was and is the joy of faith rewarded.
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21 And after eight days, when
he was circumcised, his name
was called Jesus, which name
was given by the angel before he
was conceived in the womb.

Simeon and Anna meet Jesus

22 And when the days of their
purification according to the law
of Moses were completed, they
brought him up to Jerusalem, to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it
is written in the law of the Lord:
Every male that opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord),
24 and to offer a sacrifice accord-
ing to what is said in the law of
the Lord: A pair of turtledoves,
or two young pigeons.

25 And there was a man in Jeru-
salem whose name was Simeon;
and this man was righteous and
devout, looking for the conso-
lation of Israel. And the Holy
Spirit was upon him. 26 And it
had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit, that he should not

LUKE 2:21-2:35

see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came
in the Spirit into the temple; and
when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, that they might do
concerning him after the cus-
tom of the law, 28 then he took
him into his arms and blessed
God, and said: 29 Lord, now let
Your servant depart in peace, ac-
cording to Your word. 30 For my
eyes have seen Your salvation,
31 which You have prepared be-
fore the presence of all peoples;
32a light to be revealed to the
Gentiles, and the glory of Your
people Israel.

33 And his father and his moth-
er were marvelling at the things
which were spoken concern-
ing him. 34 And Simeon blessed
them, and said to Mary his moth-
er: Behold, this child is set for
the falling and the rising again
of many in Israel, and for a sign
which will be spoken against.
35 Yes, and a sword shall pierce

2:32 A light for revelation- The Gentiles will only see that light if we reveal

Him to them in our witness.

2:35 When the spear pierced the side of Jesus, the heart of Mary was pierced
too as she watched. Our reaction to the cross is that the thoughts of our hearts
are revealed. Hence the breaking of bread service, when we remember the
death and resurrection of Jesus, is a time for self-examination because quite
naturally the thoughts of our hearts are revealed as we stand before the cross

(1 Cor. 11:28).
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through your own soul also, that
the thoughts of many hearts may
be revealed.

36 And there was one Anna,
a prophetess, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having
lived with a husband seven years
from her virginity, 37 and she
had been a widow eighty four
years. She departed not from the
temple, worshiping with fasting
and prayer night and day. 38 And
coming up to worship at that
very same hour, she gave thanks
to God, and spoke of him to all
those that were looking for re-
demption in Jerusalem.

39 And when they had accom-
plished all things that were ac-
cording to the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their
own city Nazareth. 40 And the
child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the grace
of God was upon him.
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Jesus at twelve years old

41 And his parents went up eve-
ry year to Jerusalem at the feast
of the Passover. 42 And when he
was twelve years old, they went
up according to the tradition of
the feast. 43 And when they had
finished the days, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem; and his
parents knew it not. 44 Suppos-
ing him to be in the company,
they went a day’s journey; and
then they looked for him among
their relatives and acquaint-
ances. 45And when they did
not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 And
it came to pass, after three days
they found him in the temple, sit-
ting in the midst of the teachers,
both hearing them and asking
them questions. 47 And all that
heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers.
48 And when they saw him, they

2:47 Jesus would’ve had a natural aptitude for His Father’s words. He
would’ve searched for His Father just as any child does for the father they
have never seen. As God’s Son, His intellect would’ve been surpassing. His
exposition of Scripture at 12 would’ve been very mature. Note His humility,
though, in asking questions- of the men who later would hate and murder

Him.

2:48 Your father... Jesus rebukes her by saying that she should’ve guessed
that He was to be found in the house of God, His true Father (v. 49). Mary
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were astonished, and his mother
said to him: Son, why have you
done this to us? Your father and
I have been anxiously searching
for you. 49 And he said to them:
How is it you searched for me?
Did you not know that I would
be in my Father’s house? 50 And
they did not understand what he
spoke to them. 51 And he left
with them and went to Nazareth,
and was subject to them; and his
mother treasured all these say-
ings in her heart. 52 And Jesus
developed both in wisdom and
body, and in favour with God
and men.

CHAPTER 3

The preaching of John the
Baptist

Now in the fifteenth year of the
reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius

LUKE 2:48-3:6

Pilate being governor of Judea,
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee,
his brother Philip tetrarch of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,
2 in the highpriesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John the son of Zach-
arias in the wilderness. 3 And he
came into all the region round
about the Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the re-
mission of sins. 4 As it is written
in the book of the words of Isai-
ah the prophet: The voice of one
crying in the wilderness: Make
ready the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight. 5 Every valley
shall be filled and every moun-
tain and hill shall be brought
low, and the crooked paths shall
become straight, and the rough
ways smooth. ¢ And all flesh

had become so used to the idea of Joseph being the father of Jesus that she
had perhaps lost the intensity of persuasion she had when the Angel visited
her 13 years ago- that Jesus’ Father was God. Time and the incorrect views
of others about Jesus and God can likewise make us view them as the world
around us does.

2:52 The growth of Jesus in favour with God makes a nonsense of Trinitarian
claims. Likewise His growth in wisdom and knowledge is understood quite
naturally if we accept Him as God’s begotten Son. “God the son” and “Trin-
ity” aren’t found in the Bible.

3:5 The leveling of the wilderness is symbolic. Those who were proud like
the mountains were brought down low, and those with too negative a view of
themselves, as low as the valleys, were lifted up to a higher level. The key



LUKE 3:6-3:16

shall see the salvation of God.

7He said to the crowds that
went out to be baptized by him:
You offspring of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? 8 Bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repent-
ance, and begin not to say within
yourselves: We have Abraham as
our father. For I say to you, that
God is able to raise up children
to Abraham from these stones.
9 And even now, the axe also
lies at the root of the trees. Every
tree therefore that does not bring
forth good fruit, is hewn down
and cast into the fire.

10 And the crowds asked him,
saying: What then must we do?
11 And he answered and said to
them: He that has two coats, let
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him give to him that has none,
and he that has food, let him do
likewise. 12 And there came also
tax collectors to be baptized; and
they said to him: Teacher, what
must we do? 13 And he said to
them: Collect no more than what
you have been ordered to. 14 And
soldiers also asked him, saying:
And we, what must we do? And
he said to them: Do not intimi-
date anyone or accuse falsely,
and be content with your wages.

15 And as the people were in
expectation, and all men rea-
soned in their hearts concern-
ing John, whether he was the
Christ, 16 John answered, say-
ing to them all: I indeed baptize
you with water, but there comes
he that is mightier than I, whose

in all this was repentance and acceptance of the reality of God’s forgiveness
and acceptance.

3:8 Repentance isn’t a matter of words so much as actions, or “fruit”. Bap-
tism is part of our process of repentance and forgiveness; but we must at-
tempt to change in practice too.

3:8 7o say within yourselves- The Bible focuses upon and addresses our in-
ternal and very private thought processes. Verse 15 also talks about how peo-
ple reasoned within themselves. This is the essence of Christianity- to change
our spirit, the way we think deep within. The real ‘Satan’ or adversary is our
own innermost mind, and not any external cosmic being.

3:14 John didn’t tell the soldiers to stop being soldiers, but to act within mor-
al principles. God meets us where we are, calls different people in different
states, and asks them within their contexts to act accordingly. But the military
shouldn’t be the occupation of choice for a Christian.



156

shoelaces I am not worthy to un-
tie. He shall baptize you in the
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 Whose
fan is in his hand, to cleanse his
threshing-floor thoroughly, and
to gather the wheat into his barn;
but the chaff he will burn up with
unquenchable fire.

18 With many other appeals he
preached good tidings to the peo-
ple. 19 But Herod the tetrarch,
being reproved by him for mar-
rying Herodias his brother’s
wife, and for all the evil things
which Herod had done, 20 also
added this, that he locked John
up in prison.

The genealogy of Jesus

21 Now it came to pass, when all
the people were baptized, that
Jesus also having been baptized
and praying, the heaven was
opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit

LUKE 3:16-3:29

descended upon him in a bod-
ily form as a dove, and a voice
came out of heaven: You are My
beloved Son. In you I am well
pleased. 23 And Jesus, when he
began to teach, was about thirty
years of age, being the son (as
was legally reckoned) of Joseph,
the son of Heli, 24 the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi, the
son of Melchi, the son of Jannai,
the son of Joseph, 25 the son of
Mattathias, the son of Amos, the
son of Nahum, the son of Esli,
the son of Naggai, 26 the son of
Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semein, the son of
Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the
son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa,
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of
Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the
son of Melchi, the son of Addi,
the son of Cosam, the son of El-
madam, the son of Er, 29 the son

3:17 The idea of gathering wheat and destroying the chaff is the language
of the final judgment, when Jesus returns. But Jesus was ready to begin that
at His first coming. All believers down the centuries have therefore lived in
the expectation of His imminent judgment coming; we should live constantly
with the awareness that Jesus may return today.

3:20 Added this- God doesn’t just switch off watching sinners keeping on
sinning. Each and every sin is a felt offence against Him, even if performed
by Gentile unbelievers. His sensitivity to sin is amazing, and we should live
our lives before Him recognizing it.

3:21 Jesus also- The idea is that Jesus was baptized along with all the other
people, by full immersion as an adult. If He was baptized, so should we be.
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of Jesus, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son of Mat-
that, the son of Levi, 30 the son
of Symeon, the son of Judas, the
son of Joseph, the son of Jonam,
the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of
Melea, the son of Menna, the son
of Mattatha, the son of Nathan,
the son of David, 32 the son of
Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of
Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son
of Nahshon, 33 the son of Am-
minadab, the son of Arni, the son
of Hezron, the son of Perez, the
son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of Ab-
raham, the son of Terah, the son
of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the
son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the
son of Eber, the son of Shelah
36 the son of Cainan, the son of
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Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the
son of Noah, the son of Lamech,
37the son of Methuselah, the
son of Enoch, the son of Jared,
the son of Mahalaleel, the son of
Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, the
son of Seth, the son of Adam, the
son of God.

CHAPTER 4
The wilderness temptations
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spir-
it, returned from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit into the wil-
derness, 2 being tempted by the
Devil for forty days. And he ate
nothing in those days; and when
they were completed, he was
hungry.

3 And the Devil said to him: If
you are the Son of God, com-

4:1-8 See comments on Matthew 4 and notes about Satan at the end.

4:3 Jesus answers the three temptations with three quotations from Deuter-
onomy. Those quotations are close to each other- twice from Deuteronomy 6
and once from Deuteronomy 8. These passages were in the context of Israel
being 40 years in the wilderness, tested by God and tempted to be disobe-
dient to Him. Jesus perceived the similarities with Himself- 40 days in the
wilderness, tested by God and tempted, led by “the Spirit” (v. 1) as Israel
were led by an Angel. We too should look for the similarities between our
positions and those of others we read about in the Bible. The more we are
familiar with the Bible text, the more easily in times of crisis will we find
strength and find warning and encouragement directly for us. This is why
we should persevere in Bible reading even if at the time we don’t understand
or feel any immediate benefit. Slowly, God’s word becomes a living word,
speaking directly to us.
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mand these stones that they
become bread. 4 And Jesus an-
swered him: It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone.

5And he led him up and
showed him all the kingdoms of
the world in a moment of time.
6 And the Devil said to him: To
you will I give all this author-
ity and the glory of them. For it
has been delivered to me, and
to whomsoever 1 will, I give it.
7 Therefore, if you will worship
me, it shall all be yours. 8 And
Jesus answered and said to him:
It is written, you shall worship
the Lord your God and Him only
shall you serve.

9 And he led him to Jerusalem,
set him on the pinnacle of the
temple, and said to him: If you
are the Son of God, cast your-
self down from here. 10 For it is
written: He shall give His angels
charge concerning you, to guard
you, !l and on their hands they
shall carry you up, lest you dash
your foot against a stone. 12 And
Jesus answering said to him: It is

LUKE 4:3-4:18

said, you shall not test the Lord
your God.

13 And when the Devil had
completed every temptation, he
departed from him for a time.

Jesus in Nazareth

14 And Jesus returned in the
power of the Spirit into Galilee,
and the news about him went out
throughout all the region. 15 And
he taught in their synagogues,
being glorified by all.

16 And he came to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up,
and he entered, as his custom
was, into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day and stood up to
read. 17 And there was delivered
to him the book of the prophet
Isaiah. And he opened the book,
and found the place where it was
written: 18 The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because He anointed
me to preach good tidings to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives, and the
recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those that are

4:15 The popularity of Jesus was huge. But He knew what people were like
(Jn. 2:25) and so He avoided the pitfalls of success and popularity. We should
handle any popularity or success in the way He did. His focus was upon glo-
rifying God, getting that job done, and whether we stand with our backs to
the world or have adulation of men, that must be our focus.
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bruised, 19to proclaim the ac-
ceptable year of the Lord. 20 And
he closed the book and gave it
back to the attendant and sat
down, and the eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him.

21 And he began to say to them:
Today has this scripture been ful-
filled in your hearing. 22 And all
bore him witness, and wondered
at the words of grace which pro-
ceeded out of his mouth; and
they said: Is this not Joseph’s
son? 23And he said to them:
Doubtless you will say to me this
proverb: Physician, heal yourself.
Whatever we have heard done at
Capernaum, do also here in your
hometown. 24 And he said: Truly
I say to you, no prophet is ac-
ceptable in his own hometown.
25 But of a truth I say to you,
there were many widows in Is-
rael in the days of Elijah, when
the heaven was shut up three
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years and six months, when there
came a great famine over all the
land. 26 And to none of them
was Elijah sent, but only to Za-
rephath, in the land of Sidon, to a
woman that was a widow. 27 And
there were many lepers in Israel
in the time of Elisha the prophet,
and none of them were cleansed,
but only Naaman the Syrian.
28 And they were all filled with
anger in the synagogue as they
heard these things. 29 And they
rose up and threw him out of the
city, and led him to the brow of
the hill whereon their city was
built, that they might throw him
down headlong. 30 But he pass-
ing through the midst of them
went his way.

Jesus in Capernaum

31 And he came down to Caper-
naum, a city of Galilee. And he
was teaching them on the Sabbath

4:23 Heal yourself- Did Jesus have some physical weakness, illness or de-
formity? He had “no beauty that we should desire Him” (Isaiah 53:2).

4:27 There were no lepers healed in Israel in Elisha’s time. The young Isra-
elite maid who told her Syrian mistress that Elisha was able to cure leprosy
was therefore speaking in faith, the faith which believes what hasn’t yet been

seen (2 Kings 5:3).

4:30 Jesus was therefore able to escape persecution and personal harm. He
could’ve escaped from the cross. This was His agony in Gethsemane. But He
resisted that temptation and willingly gave His life for us.
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day. 32 And they were astonished
at his teaching; for his word was
with authority. 33 And in the syn-
agogue, there was a man that had
a spirit of an unclean demon, and
he cried out with a loud voice:
34 Leave us alone! What have we
to do with you, Jesus of Naza-
reth? Have you come to destroy
us? I know who you are! The
Holy One of God! 35 And Jesus
rebuked him, saying: Hold your
peace and come out of him. And
when the demon had thrown him
down in the midst, he came out
of him, having done him no hurt.
36 And amazement came upon
all, and they spoke together, one
with another, saying: What is this
word? For with authority and
power he commands the unclean
spirits and they come out. 37 And
there went a rumour concern-
ing him into every place of the
region round about. 38 And he
rose up from the synagogue and
entered into the house of Simon.
And Simon’s wife’s mother was
sick with a high fever, and they
made request of him concerning
her. 39 And he stood over her and
rebuked the fever; and it left her,

LUKE 4:31-5:1

and immediately she rose up and
served them.

40 And when the sun was set-
ting, they brought to him all that
were sick with various diseases;
and he laid his hands on every-
one of them and healed them.
41 And demons also came out
from many, crying out and say-
ing: You are the Son of God!
But he rebuked them and would
not allow them to speak, be-
cause they knew that he was the
Christ.

42 Now when it was day, he de-
parted and went into a deserted
place. And the crowd sought
him and came to him, and tried
to keep him from leaving them.
43 But he said to them: I must
preach the good tidings of the
kingdom of God to the other
cities also; for this is why I was
sent. 44 And he was preaching in
the synagogues of Galilee.

CHAPTER 5

The call of the disciples

Now it came to pass, while the
crowd pressed upon him and
heard the word of God, that
he was standing by the lake of

4:35 Jesus rebuked a demon and then rebuked a fever (v. 39). ‘Demons’ was

the language of the day for illnesses.
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Gennesaret. 2 And he saw two
boats standing by the lake; but
the fishermen had gone out of
them and were washing their
nets. 3 And he entered into one
of the boats, which was Simon’s,
and asked him to put out a little
from the shore. And he sat down
and taught the crowds out of the
boat. 4 And when he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon: Put
out into the deep water and let
down your nets for a catch. 5 And
Simon answered and said: Mas-
ter, we toiled all night and took
nothing, but at your word I will
let down the nets. © And when
they had done this, they caught
a great many fishes; and their
nets were breaking. 7 And they
beckoned to their partners in the
other boat, that they should come
and help them. And they came
and filled both the boats, so that
they began to sink. 8 But Simon
Peter, when he saw it, fell down
at Jesus’ knees, saying: Depart
from me, for I am a sinful man,
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O Lord. 9 For he was amazed,
and all that were with him, at
the catch of fish which they had
taken. 10 And so were also James
and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. And
Jesus said to Simon: Fear not.
From this time forward you shall
catch men. ! And when they had
brought their boats to land, they
left all and followed him.

Jesus cures a leper and a
paralyzed man

12 And it came to pass, while he
was in one of the cities, that there
was a man full of leprosy. When
he saw Jesus, he fell on his face
and begged him, saying: Lord,
if you will, you can make me
clean. 13 And he stretched forth
his hand and touched him, say-
ing: I will. Be made clean. And
immediately the leprosy departed
from him, 14 and he ordered him:
Tell no one, but go your way and
show yourself to the priest, and
offer for your cleansing accord-

5:5 Fishermen don’t like being told by carpenters what to do; they ‘know it
all” about their trade. So Peter had to humble himself to obey Christ’s word
just as we do; it goes against the grain of our natural instincts.

5:10 Success in preaching, like (in this instance) Peter’s success in fishing,
comes from obeying Christ’s word, being guided by that rather than our natu-
ral instincts. We may appear fools in the eyes of men by doing so.
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ing as Moses commanded, for a
testimony to them. 15 However,
the report went around concern-
ing him all the more; and great
multitudes came together to
hear, and to be healed by him of
their infirmities. 16 But he with-
drew himself into the desert and
prayed.

17 And it came to pass on one of
those days that he was teaching,
that there were Pharisees and
doctors of the law sitting by, who
had come out of every village of
Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem;
and the power of the Lord was
with him to heal. 18 And men
brought on a bed a man that was
paralysed; and they sought to
bring him in and to lay him be-
fore him. 19 But not finding by
what way they might bring him
in, because of the crowd, they
went to the housetop and let him
down through the tiles with his
couch, into the midst before Je-
sus. 20 And seeing their faith, he
said: Man, your sins are forgiven
you.

LUKE 5:14-5:27

21 And the scribes and the Phar-
isees began to reason, saying:
Who is this that speaks blasphe-
mies? Who can forgive sins but
God alone? 22 But Jesus, perceiv-
ing their reasoning, answered and
said to them: Why reason you so
in your hearts? 23 Which is easi-
er to say: Your sins are forgiven;
or to say: Arise and walk? 24 But
that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins (he said to him who
was paralyzed): 1 say to you,
arise and take up your couch and
go to your house. 25 And imme-
diately, he stood up before them,
picked up what he had been ly-
ing on and went home, glorify-
ing God. 26 And they were all
amazed, and they glorified God,
and they were filled with fear,
saying: We have seen strange
things today.

The need for change

27 And after these things he
went and saw a tax collector
named Levi sitting at the tax of-

5:16 If Jesus needed to make time to be alone with God, so do we. It may
require us to set the alarm clock 10 minutes earlier each morning.

5:20 Jesus knew they wanted a healing. But first He forgave the man’s sins-
to show that physical benefit from association with Him is secondary to the
forgiveness of our sins. That is our primary and greatest need.
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fice, and said to him: Follow me.
28 And he forsook all, and rose
up and followed him.

29 And Levi made him a great
feast in his house; and there was
a great crowd of tax collectors
and of others that were dining
with them. 30 And the Phari-
sees and their scribes murmured
against his disciples, saying:
Why do you eat and drink with
the tax collectors and sinners?
31 And Jesus answering said to
them: They that are in health
have no need of a doctor, but
they that are sick. 32T have not
come to call the righteous but
sinners to repentance.

33 And they said to him: The
disciples of John fast often and
make supplications, likewise
also the disciples of the Phari-
sees; but your disciples eat and
drink. 34 And Jesus said to them:
Can you make the wedding
guests fast, while the bridegroom
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is with them? 35 But the days
will come, when the bridegroom
shall be taken away from them;
then will they fast, in those days.

36 And he spoke also a parable
to them: No one tears a piece
from a new garment and puts it
upon an old garment, else he will
tear the new, and also the piece
from the new will not agree with
the old. 37 And no one puts new
wine into old wine-skins, or else
the new wine will burst the skins
and it will be spilt, and the skins
will perish. 38 But new wine must
be put into fresh wine-skins.
39 And no one having drunk old
wine immediately then desires
new wine; for he says: The old
is good.

CHAPTER 6

Sabbath controversies

Now it came to pass on a Sab-
bath that he was going through
the grain fields; and his disciples

5:31 We are the sick, in need of healing. We will therefore never be ready or
good enough for God. We shouldn’t delay being baptized or not serve God
because we feel we are spiritually sick. It is for us that He died.

5:35 Are we fasting because we want Jesus, the bridegroom, to return? Fast-
ing doesn’t only mean abstaining from food; fasting means forgiving people
and trying to ease the weight of the burdens they carry (Is. 58:6).

5:39 Jesus here recognizes the basic conservatism of human nature; real

change is so hard for us.
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plucked the ears and ate, rubbing
them in their hands. 2 But certain
of the Pharisees said: Why do
you do what is unlawful on the
Sabbath day? 3 And Jesus an-
swered them, saying: Have you
not read what David did when
he was hungry, he and they that
were with him? 4 How he en-
tered the house of God, and took
and ate the consecrated bread,
which is not lawful for any but
the priests to eat, and also gave it
to those with him? 5 And he said
to them: The Son of Man is lord
of the Sabbath.

6 And it came to pass on an-
other Sabbath, that he entered
into the synagogue and taught;
and there was a man there
whose right hand was withered.
7 And the scribes and Pharisees
watched him closely, whether he

LUKE 6:1-6:12

would heal on the Sabbath, that
they might find an accusation
against him. 8 But he knew their
thoughts, and he said to the man
that had his hand withered: Rise
up and stand in the midst. And he
arose and stood. 9 And Jesus said
to them: I ask you, is it lawful on
the Sabbath to do good, or to do
harm? To save a life, or to de-
stroy it? 10 And he looked round
about on them all, and then said
to him: Stretch out your hand.
And he did so, and his hand was
restored. 11 But they were filled
with rage, and discussed with
one another what they might do
to Jesus.

Jesus calls and teaches His
disciples

12 And it came to pass in these
days that he went out into the

6:4 Jesus compared those who follow Him to the priests. We are all priests
within the new community Jesus has established (1 Pet. 2:9). We all have
responsibility for the spiritual welfare of each other; we are not to leave it to
a class of specialists to care for them.

6:7 Do you feel in some contexts that everything you do is being watched
critically by someone? Jesus knows how you feel.

6:9 Jesus speaks of omitting to do good (in this case, healing the man) as do-
ing harm and destroying life. Sins of commission aren’t the only sins; sins of
omission are as bad as proactively murdering or harming someone.

6:11 Rage- Often acts of goodness provoke anger in others; they look at us
with an evil eye because we have done good. This often happened to Jesus (Mt.
20:15). This kind of spiritual jealousy led to His death, and we will face it too.
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mountain to pray; and he con-
tinued all night in prayer to
God. 13 And when it was day, he
called his disciples, and he chose
from them twelve, whom also he
named apostles. 14 Simon, whom
he also named Peter, and Andrew
his brother, and James, and John,
and Philip, and Bartholomew,
15 and Matthew, and Thomas,
and James the son of Alphaeus,
and Simon who was called the
Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who
became the betrayer.

17And he came down with
them and stood on a level place;
and a great crowd of his disci-
ples, and a great number of the
people from all Judea and Jeru-
salem and the sea coast of Tyre
and Sidon, came to hear him and
to be healed of their diseases.
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18 And they that were disturbed
with unclean spirits were healed.
19 And all the crowd sought to
touch him, for power went out
from him and healed them all.

20 Then he lifted up his eyes
toward his disciples, and said:
Blessed are you poor; for yours
is the kingdom of God. 2! Bless-
ed are you that hunger now;
for you shall be filled. Blessed
are you that weep now; for you
shall laugh. 22 Blessed are you,
when men shall hate you, and
when they shall reject you, and
reproach you, and cast out your
name as evil, for the Son of
Man’s sake. 23 Rejoice in that
day, and leap for joy; for your
reward is great in heaven. For
in the same manner did their fa-
thers treat the prophets. 24 But
woe to you that are rich! For you

6:19 Healing people was so demanding upon Jesus; He felt the power going
out of Him (as in 8:46). If we feel exhausted by serving others- Jesus has
‘been there’.

6:20-22 It’s paradoxical that Christians want to be happy, wealthy, popular
and well fed. We may take a second job or a very demanding one which
leaves us no time or energy for Divine things- just because we want to ‘buy’
those very things which we are blessed if we don’t have. This is a huge inver-
sion of values.

6:23 Is great- God is watching our lives closely, and sacrificing things for His
sake means we accrue some ‘reward’ immediately with Him. Salvation is a
gift, by grace. But the nature of who we will eternally be is a function of the
degree of sacrifice and service we have achieved in this life.
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have received your consolation.
25 Woe to you, you that are full
now! For you shall hunger. Woe
to you that laugh now! For you
shall mourn and weep. 26 Woe
to you, when all men shall speak
well of you! For in the same
manner did their fathers do to the
false prophets.

27 But 1 say to you that hear:
Love your enemies, do good to
them that hate you,

28 bless those that curse you,
pray for those that mistreat you.
29 To him that hits you on the
cheek offer also the other, and
from him that takes away your
cloak- withhold not your coat
also. 30 Give to everyone who
asks of you, from him who takes
away your goods do not ask
them back; 31 and as you would
that men should do to you, do
you also to them likewise.

32 For if you love those that love
you, what praise do you have?
For even sinners love those that
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love them. 33 And if you do good
to those that do good to you,
what praise do you have? For
even sinners do the same. 34 And
if you lend to those of whom
you hope to receive, what praise
do you have? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to receive again as
much. 35 But love your enemies,
and do good and lend, never de-
spairing, and your reward shall
be great, and you shall be sons
of the Most High. For He is kind
toward the unthankful and evil.
36 Be merciful, even as your Fa-
ther is merciful.

37 Judge not, and you shall not
be judged; condemn not, and you
shall not be condemned. For-
give, and you shall be forgiven.
38 Give; and it shall be given
to you; good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running
over, shall they pour into your
lap. For with what measure you
use, it shall be measured to you
again.

6:29 When Jesus was struck on the cheek He asked “Why do you smite me?”
(Jn. 18:23). He didn’t literally offer His other cheek. So we must interpret

this in principle rather than literally.

6:32 Let’s think what acts of love we can do today to those who do not love

us and will not recompense us.

6:38 They- The Angels at the day of judgment. For this doesn’t come true in

this life.
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39 And he spoke also a parable
to them: Can the blind guide the
blind? Shall they not both fall
into a pit? 40 The disciple is not
above his teacher, but everyone
when he is perfected, shall be as
his teacher.

41 And why do you see the
splinter that is in your brother’s
eye, but do not consider the beam
that is in your own eye? 42 Or
how can you say to your broth-
er: Brother, let me cast out the
splinter that is in your eye- when
you yourself do not perceive the
beam that is in your own eye?
You hypocrite! Cast out first the
beam out of your own eye, and
then shall you see clearly to cast
out the splinter that is in your
brother’s eye.

43 For there is no good tree that
brings forth corrupt fruit, nor

A A

“Can the blind guide the blind?”
6:39

a corrupt tree that brings forth
good fruit. 44 For each tree is
known by its own fruit. For from
thorns men do not gather figs,
nor of a bramble bush do they
gather grapes. 45 The good man
out of the good treasure of his
heart brings forth that which is
good, and the evil man out of the
evil treasure of his heart brings
forth that which is evil. For out
of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaks.

6:40 We will be “perfected” when Jesus returns and we are given God’s na-
ture (Heb. 11:40). Then, we will be like Jesus. ‘We shall be like Him’ (1 Jn.
3:2). The wonder of the Kingdom will not simply be that we won’t die- but
that we will be like Jesus, with His love, sensitivity, authority, ability to talk
with God with no barriers between... Oh how rich the promise.

6:41 If Jesus was a carpenter, He may have thought up this idea one day
whilst working, with His mind always on the things of God.

6:45 We may think that we’re clever enough to think evil of a person but say
nice things to their face. The culture of nicespeak is no more than hypocrisy,
and God will judge it. Our thoughts will eventually be reflected in our words.
‘We must change our hearts and not our outward appearances.
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46 And why do you call me
‘Lord, Lord’ and not do the things
which 1 say? 47 Everyone that
comes to me and hears my words
and does them, I will show you
to whom he is like. 48 He is like
a man building a house, who dug
and went deep, and laid a foun-
dation upon the rock; and when
the flood arose, the stream broke
against that house and could not
shake it; because it had been
founded upon a rock. 49 But he
that hears and does not do is like
a man that built a house upon
the earth without a foundation,
against which the stream broke-
and immediately it fell. And the
ruin of that house was great.

CHAPTER 7

A Centurion’s servant cured
After he had ended all his say-
ings in the ears of the people, he
entered into Capernaum. 2 And a
certain centurion’s servant, who
was dear to him, was sick and at
the point of death. 3 And when he
heard about Jesus, he sent to him
elders of the Jews, pleading with
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him to come and heal his servant.
4 And they, when they came to
Jesus, pleaded earnestly, saying:
He is worthy to have you do this
for him, 5 for he loves our na-
tion and he built our synagogue.
6 And Jesus went with them. And
when he was now not far from
the house, the centurion sent
friends to him, saying to him:
Lord, trouble not yourself. For I
am not worthy that you should
come under my roof; 7 therefore
I did not even think myself wor-
thy to come to you. But just say
the word, and my servant will
be healed. 8 For I also am a man
under authority, having under
myself soldiers; and I say to one:
Go! And he goes. And to anoth-
er: Come! And he comes. And to
my servant: Do this. And he does
it. 9 And when Jesus heard these
things, he marvelled at him, and
turned and said to the crowd that
followed him: I say to you, I
have not found so great a faith,
not even in Israel. 10 And they
that were sent, returning to the
house, found the servant healed.

7:6 [ am not worthy- But the people said openly that he was “worthy” (v. 4).
Even if others think and speak well of us, let us not think that we are worthy
of Jesus; but always maintain our sense of sinfulness and humility before

Him.
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Jesus raises a dead man

11 And it came to pass soon af-
terwards, that he went to a city
called Nain, and his disciples
and a great crowd went with
him. 12 Now when he came near
to the gate of the city, there was
carried out one that was dead,
the only son of his mother, and
she was a widow; and many
people of the city were with her.
13 And when the Lord saw her,
he had compassion on her, and
said to her: Weep not. 14 And he
came near and touched the cof-
fin; and the bearers stood still.
And he said: Young man, I say
to you, arise. 15 And he that was
dead sat up and began to speak.
And he gave him to his mother.
16 And fear took hold of all, and
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they glorified God, saying: A
great prophet has arisen among
us, and God has visited His peo-
ple! 17 And this report about him
went throughout all Judea and all
the surrounding region.

Jesus gives His opinion about
John

18 And the disciples of John told
him of all these things. 19 And
John calling to himself two of
his disciples, sent them to Jesus,
asking: Are you he that comes,
or look we for another? 20 And
when the men came to him, they
said: John the Baptist has sent
us to you to ask: Are you he that
comes, or do we look for anoth-
er? 21 In that hour he cured many
of diseases and illnesses and evil

7:14 To touch coffins or dead bodies made a person unclean under Jewish
law; but Jesus touched lepers and now touched the coffin to show His iden-
tification with the unclean. Those who realize they too are unclean will be
comforted by this.

7:19 This could imply a collapse of faith in John. He doubted whether his
cousin Jesus really was Messiah as he had earlier taught; because Jesus
wasn’t acting as he had expected Messiah to act. God and Jesus are not to be
defined by our expectations of them; but we are to accept them for who they
present themselves to be in reality. Hence Jesus sent a message back to John
warning him that blessed is that man who doesn’t stumble over Jesus (v. 23).
The Bible records the failings of great men of faith. There are no white faced
saints. Although John was weak at this point, Jesus goes on to speak very
positively of him in v. 28. We should also be positive about each other despite
being aware of each others’ weaknesses.
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spirits, and on many that were
blind he bestowed sight. 22 And
he answered and said to them:
Go and tell John the things which
you have seen and heard. The
blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, the poor have the good news
preached to them. 23 And blessed
is he, whoever shall find no oc-
casion of stumbling in me.

24 And when the messengers
of John had departed, he began
to say to the crowds concerning
John: What did you go out into
the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken with the wind? 25 But
what went you out to see? A
man clothed in soft clothing?
Look, they that are gorgeously
apparelled and live delicately,
are in kings’ courts. 26 But what
went you out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I say to you, and much
more than a prophet. 27 This is
he of whom it is written: Look,
I send My messenger before
your face, who shall prepare

LUKE 7:21-7:34

your way before you. 28 [ say to
you, among those that are born
of women- there is none greater
than John. Yet he that is but little
in the kingdom of God is greater
than he. 29 When all the people
and the tax collectors heard this,
they acknowledged God’s jus-
tice, having been baptized with
the baptism of John. 30 But the
Pharisees and the lawyers re-
jected for themselves the coun-
sel of God, being not baptized
by him.

31And the Lord said: Unto
whom shall I liken the men of
this generation, and to what are
they like? 32 They are like chil-
dren that sit in the marketplace
and call to each other, who say:
We piped to you, and you did not
dance; we wailed, and you did
not weep. 33 For John the Baptist
came eating no bread nor drink-
ing wine, and you say: He has a
demon. 34 The Son of Man comes
eating and drinking, and you say:
Behold a gluttonous man and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collec-

7:30 if we refuse to be baptized, this is what we are doing.

7:32 The children invited other children to play sad funerals, and they re-
fused; so they asked them to play happy weddings, and they still refused.
God appealed to all kinds of people through the different style of Jesus and
John; but the Jews refused to really respond.
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tors and sinners! 35 But wisdom
is justified of all her children.

Jesus at the home of Simon

36 And one of the Pharisees re-
quested him to eat with him. And
he entered into the Pharisee’s
house and sat down to the meal.
37 And a woman who was in the
city, a sinner, when she knew
that he was dining in the Phari-
see’s house, brought an alabaster
flask of ointment, 38 and stand-
ing behind at his feet, weeping,
she began to wet his feet with
her tears and wiped them with
the hair of her head, and kissed
his feet and anointed them with
the ointment. 39 Now when the
Pharisee that had invited him
saw it, he spoke within himself,
saying: This man, if he were a
prophet, would have perceived
who and what manner of woman
this is that touches him, that she
is a sinner. 40 And Jesus answer-
ing said to him: Simon, I have
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“She... wiped [his feet] with the
hair of her head” 7:38

something to say to you. And he
said: Teacher, speak. 41 A certain
lender had two debtors. The one
owed five hundred denarii and
the other fifty. 42 When they had
nothing with which to pay, he for-
gave them both. Which of them
therefore will love him most?
43 Simon answered and said: He,
I suppose, to whom he forgave
the most. And he said to him:
You have rightly judged. 44 And
turning to the woman, he said to
Simon: Saw you this woman?

7:35 All her children- Both the converts of Jesus and of John.

7:43 The point is that we are all sinners and so the amount we owe is really
the degree to which we perceive our sinfulness. The more we realize our sins,
the more we will love Jesus for forgiving us.

7:44 Jesus therefore spoke with His back to Simon. He was being intention-
ally rude to His host to emphasize the degree to which He accepted and re-

spected that repentant woman.
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I entered into your house, you
gave me no water for my feet,
but she has wetted my feet with
her tears and wiped them with
her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss,
but she, since the time I came in,
has not ceased to kiss my feet.
46 My head with oil you did not
anoint, but she has anointed my
feet with ointment. 47 Therefore
I say to you, that her sins, which
are many, are forgiven (for she
loved much). But to whom little
is forgiven, the same loves little.
48 And he said to her: Your sins
are forgiven. 49 And they that sat
at food with him began to say
within themselves: Who is this
that even forgives sins? 50 And
he said to the woman: Your faith
has saved you. Go into peace.

CHAPTER 8
The parable of the sower
And it came to pass soon af-
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terwards, that he went about
through cities and villages,
preaching and bringing the good
tidings of the kingdom of God;
and companying with him were
the twelve, 2 and certain women
who had been healed of evil
spirits and infirmities: Mary
that was called Magdalene,
from whom seven demons had
gone out, 3 and Joanna the wife
of Chuza Herod’s steward, and
Susanna, and many others, who
ministered to them out of their
means.

4 And when a great crowd came
together, and they of every city
had come to him, he spoke by
a parable: 5 The sower went to
sow his seed; and as he sowed,
some fell by the way side, and
it was trodden under foot, and
the birds of the air devoured it.
6 And other fell on the rock; and
as soon as it grew, it withered

7:48 She already knew this, without Jesus having told her, because she loved
Him so much. And He observed that her love was because she had been for-
given so much. When we are forgiven, we’re not always told so directly by
Jesus; but we feel it, as she did.

8:3 Jesus attracted a group of poor men and wealthy women. He calls very
different people into contact with Him and therefore each other, making the
true church of Jesus an example of extraordinary unity; it’s not composed
of just one psychological type, one social class, colour, race or gender. It’s a
wonderful mixture. It’s the very opposite of a social club, which attracts the
same types together.
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away, because it had no mois-
ture. 7 And other fell amidst the
thorns; and the thorns grew with
it and choked it. 8 And other
fell into the good ground, and
grew, and brought forth fruit a
hundredfold. As he said these
things, he cried: He that has ears
to hear, let him hear.

9 And his disciples asked him
what this parable meant. 10 And
he said: To you it is given to
know the mysteries of the king-
dom of God, but to the rest the
parables remain as parables; so
that seeing they may not see,
and hearing they may not under-
stand.

11 Now the parable is this. The
seed is the word of God. 12 Those
by the way side are they that have
heard; then comes the Devil and
takes away the word from their
heart, that they may not believe
and be saved. 13 And those on
the rock are they who, when they
have heard, receive the word with
joy; but these have no root, they
for a while believe, but in time
of temptation fall away. 14 And
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that which fell among the thorns,
these are those that have heard,
but as they go on their way, they
are choked with cares and riches
and the pleasures of life, and
bring no fruit to maturity. 15 And
that in the good ground are those
with an honest and good heart,
who having heard the word, hold
it fast and bring forth fruit with
patience.

16 Nobody, when he has lit a
lamp, covers it with a vessel, or
puts it under a bed; but puts it
on a stand, so that they that enter
may see the light. 17 For nothing
is hid, that shall not be revealed;
nor anything secret, that shall not
be known and come to light.

18 Take heed therefore how
you hear. For whoever has, to
him shall be given; and whoever
has not, from him shall be taken
away even that which he thinks
he has.

Jesus calms the storm

19 And there came to him his
mother and relatives; and they
could not come to him because

8:8 He cried- Jesus so desperately wanted- and wants- people to understand

His teaching.

8:16 If we hide our spiritual light, it will go out. Witnessing to our faith is for
our benefit as well as that of those who receive our preaching.
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of the crowd. 20 And it was told
him: Your mother and your rela-
tives stand outside, desiring to
see you. 21 But he answered and
said to them: My mother and my
relatives are these that hear the
word of God and do it. 22 Now
it came to pass on one of those
days that he boarded a boat, he
and his disciples, and he said to
them: Let us go over to the other
side of the lake. And they cast
off. 23 But as they sailed, he fell
asleep; and there came down a
storm of wind on the lake, and
they were filling with water; and
were in danger for their lives.
24 And they came to him and
woke him, saying: Master, mas-
ter, we perish! And he awoke,
and rebuked the wind and the
raging of the water; and they
ceased, and there was a calm.
25 And he said to them: Where is
your faith? And being afraid they
marvelled, saying to each other:
Who then is this, that he com-
mands even the winds and the
water, and they obey him?

LUKE 8:19-8:31

The healing of Legion

26 And they arrived in the re-
gion of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. 27 And when he
had arrived upon the land, there
met him a certain man out of the
city, who had demons, and for a
long time he had worn no clothes
and abode not in any house, but
in the tombs. 28 And when he
saw Jesus, he cried out and fell
down before him, and with a
loud voice said: What have I to
do with you, Jesus, you Son of
the Most High God? I beg you,
do not torment me.

29 For he was commanding the
unclean spirit to come out from
the man. For oftentimes it had
seized him, and he was kept un-
der guard and bound with chains
and fetters; and breaking the
chains apart, he was driven by
the demon into the desert.

30 And Jesus asked him: What
is your name? And he said: Le-
gion. For many demons had
entered into him. 3! And they
begged him that he would not

8:21 Do we perceive our spiritual family as even more significant for us than
our natural family? This is very hard to do, as hard as it was for Jesus to

speak as He did here.

8:28 If Jesus is Son of the Most High God, then He cannot be equal to God in
a Trinitarian sense; for God is the most high.
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command them to depart into
the abyss.

32 Now there was there a herd
of many swine feeding on the
mountain, and they begged him
that he would give them leave
to enter into them. And he gave
them permission. 33 And the de-
mons came out from the man,
and entered into the swine, and
the herd rushed down the hill
into the lake and were drowned.

34 And when the herdsmen
saw what had happened, they
fled and reported it in the near-
by town and in the countryside.
35 And they went out to see what
had happened, and they came to
Jesus and found the man, from
whom the demons had left, sit-
ting, clothed and in his right
mind, at the feet of Jesus; and
they were afraid. 36 And they that
saw it told them how he that was
possessed with demons had been
healed. 37 And all the people of
the region of the Gerasenes asked
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him to depart from them, for they
were seized with great fear. So
he got into a boat and returned.
38 But the man from whom the
demons had left pleaded with
him that he might be with him;
but he sent him away, saying:
39 Return to your family, and de-
clare what great things God has
done for you. And he went his
way, publishing throughout the
whole city how great were the
things Jesus had done for him.

40 And when Jesus returned, the
crowd welcomed him. For they
were all waiting for him.

Jesus raises a dead girl
41 And there came a man named
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue;
and he fell down at Jesus’ feet
and begged him to come into
his house. 42 For he had an only
daughter, about twelve years of
age; and she was dying. But as he
went, the crowds crushed him.

43 And a woman who had suf-

8:32 Keeping pigs was illegal for Jews as pigs were unclean animals.

8:42 Often we have been rushing to do something very important, and then
somebody or something else demands our attention. The phone rings as we
are rushing out of the door; a child insists upon having our attention as we are
in the middle of an important conversation. In those moments of frustration,
remember Jesus here. How calm He was, never flustered; how caring for peo-
ple, to the point that He never ultimately ignored anyone’s genuine need.
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fered from chronic bleeding for
twelve years, who had spent
all her livelihood upon doctors
and could not be healed by any,
44 came behind him and touched
the border of his garment;
and immediately her bleeding
stopped. 45 And Jesus said: Who
is it that touched me? And when
all denied, Peter and they that
were with him said: Master, the
crowds press upon you and crush
you. 46 But Jesus said: Someone
did touch me. For I perceived
power going out from me. 47 And
when the woman saw that she
was not hidden, she came trem-
bling, and falling down before
him, declared in the presence of
all the people for what reason she
touched him, and how she was
healed immediately. 48 And he
said to her: Daughter, your faith
has made you whole. Go in peace.

LUKE 8:43-8:56

49 While he yet spoke, there
came one from the house of the
ruler of the synagogue, saying:
Your daughter is dead. Do not
trouble the Teacher. 50 But Je-
sus hearing it, responded: Fear
not. Only believe, and she shall
be made whole. 51 And when he
came to the house, he did not
permit anyone to enter with him,
except Peter, John and James,
and the father and mother of
the girl. 52All were weeping
and bewailing her, but he said:
Weep not. For she is not dead
but sleeps. 33 And they laughed
at him with scorn, knowing that
she was dead. 54 But he, taking
her by the hand, called, saying:
Little girl, arise. 35 And her spirit
returned and she rose up imme-
diately, and he commanded that
something be given her to eat.
56 And her parents were amazed,

8:45 Jesus knew who had touched Him. But He wanted the woman to come
out openly in front of the crowd and declare her faith. Jesus works in our
lives to ensure that we openly declare our faith before the world, even when
we try not to.

8:50 Fear is the opposite of faith.

8:54 Taking her by the hand- Jesus knew the girl would be scared when
she woke up alive, without any human touch. We see His total faith that the
miracle would happen; and also His extreme sensitivity to people, how He
thought ahead to how they were going to feel. Likewise with His command
to get her something to eat. May His sensitive spirit be ours, always thinking
ahead to how others will be feeling in response to events.



LUKE 8:56-9:12

but he ordered them to tell no
one what had been done.

CHAPTER 9
The twelve are sent out to
preach
And he called the twelve to-
gether, and gave them power and
authority over all demons and to
cure diseases. 2 And he sent them
out to preach the kingdom of
God and to heal the sick. 3 And
he said to them: Take nothing for
your journey, neither staff, nor
wallet, nor bread, nor money.
Neither have two coats. 4 And
into whatever house you enter,
there stay and from there depart.
5And as many as do not wel-
come you, when you depart from
that city, shake off the dust from
your feet for a testimony against
them. 6 And they departed and
went throughout the villages,
preaching the gospel and healing
everywhere.

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard
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of all that was done; and he was
very worried, because of what
was said by some, that John had
risen from the dead; 8 and by
some, that Elijah had appeared,
and by others, that one of the
old prophets had arisen. 9 And
Herod said: John I beheaded, but
who is this, about whom I hear
such things? And he sought to
see him.

Jesus feeds 5000 men

10 And the apostles, when they
had returned, declared to him
what things they had done. And
he took them and withdrew to a
city called Bethsaida. 1! But the
crowds knew it, and they fol-
lowed him; and he welcomed
them, and spoke to them of the
kingdom of God, and those that
had need of healing he cured.
12 And the day began to wear
away; and the twelve came and
said to him: Send the crowd
away, that they may go into the

9:2 The frequent connection between preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom
and healing was because the healings were foretastes of how things would be
when the Kingdom of God is established upon earth.

9:5 Jews were supposed to shake off the dust of Gentile areas from their feet.
Jesus is saying that the Jews who didn’t accept Him were no better than Gen-
tiles. If we reject Christ, we will be “condemned with the world” (1 Cor. 11:28).
9:12 Jesus preached in a “deserted place” so that the people had to make
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villages and countryside and
lodge and get provisions. For
we are here in a deserted place.
13 But he said to them: You give
them something to eat. And they
said: We have no more than five
loaves and two fishes, unless we
go and buy food for all these peo-
ple. 14 For they were about five
thousand men. And he said to his
disciples: Make them sit down
in groups, about fifty in each.
IS And they did so, and made
them all sit down. 16And he
took the five loaves and the two
fishes, and looking up to heaven,
he blessed them and broke them,
and gave them to the disciples to
set before the crowd. 17 And they
ate and were all filled, and there
was taken up of the leftovers
twelve baskets.

Jesus talks privately with the
disciples
18 And it came to pass, as he was
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praying alone, that his disciples
joined him; and he asked them,
saying: Who do the crowds say
that T am? 19 And they answering
said: John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and others, that one of the
old prophets has risen. 20 And he
said to them: But who do you say
that I am? And Peter answering
said: The Christ of God. 2! And
he ordered and commanded them
to tell this to no one, 22 saying:
The Son of Man must suffer
many things, and be rejected by
the elders and chief priests and
scribes and be killed, and the
third day be raised up.

23 And he said to all: If anyone
would follow me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross
daily and follow me. 24 For who-
ever would save his life shall
lose it, but whoever shall lose
his life for my sake, the same
shall save it. 25 For what does it
profit a man if he gain the whole

some effort to go to Him. We have to make some effort on our part to hear the
word of God, even though salvation is of grace.

9:18 Praying alone- We must find time to pray alone, and not have a prayer
life which is simply saying “Amen” to the prayers of others.

9:23 Daily- We should rise each day and remind ourselves that we are to pick
up the cross of Jesus, accompanying Him on His ‘last walk’ to death. How

we start each day is important.

9:24 How can we lose our lives for His sake today?
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world, but lose or forfeit his life?
26 For whoever shall be ashamed
of me and of my words, of him
shall the Son of Man be ashamed
when he comes in his own glory
and in the glory of the Father and
of the holy angels. 27 But I tell
you a truth: There are some that
stand here, who shall in no way
taste death, until they see the
kingdom of God.

The transfiguration

28 And it came to pass about
eight days after these sayings,
that he took with him Peter, John
and James and went up into the
mountain to pray. 29 And as he
was praying, the appearance
of his face was altered and his
garment became white and daz-
zling. 30 And talking with him
were two men, who were Moses
and Elijah, 31 who appeared in
glory and spoke of his departure
which he was about to accom-
plish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Pe-
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ter and they that were with him
were heavy with sleep, but when
they were fully awake, they saw
his glory, and the two men that
stood with him. 33 And it came to
pass, as they were parting from
him, Peter said to Jesus: Mas-
ter, it is good for us to be here!
Let us make three booths, one
for you, one for Moses and one
for Elijah. Not knowing what he
said. 34 And while he said these
things, there came a cloud that
overshadowed them; and they
were fearful as they entered into
the cloud. 35 And a voice came
out of the cloud, saying: This is
My Son, My chosen. Hear him.
36 And when the voice came,
Jesus was found alone. And
they kept quiet and told no one
in those days any of the things
which they had seen.

37 And it came to pass, the next
day, when they had come down
from the mountain, a great crowd
met him. 38 And a man from the

9:35 Hear Him- Alluding to the prediction of Dt. 18:15 that the faithful
would hear the voice of the Messiah. This Old Testament prophecy is quoted
about Jesus in Acts 3:22. Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies about
Himself; He was “the word made flesh” (Jn. 1:14).

9:37 We also at times ‘come down from the mountain’ of intense spiritual
experience to face the crowds of this world, lack of faith, human need and
argument. We may have a wonderful Sunday service, but have to return into
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crowd cried, saying: Teacher, I
beg you to look upon my son;
for he is my only child. 3% And
a spirit seizes him, and he sud-
denly cries out; it convulses him
so that he foams at the mouth;
and it departs from him with
great difficulty, bruising him.
40 And T begged your disciples
to cast it out, but they could not.
41 And Jesus answered and said:
O faithless and perverse gen-
eration, how long shall I be with
you and put up with you? Bring
your son here. 42 And as he was
coming, the demon dashed him
down and convulsed him. But
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit
and healed the boy, and gave him
back to his father.

43 And they were all astonished
at the majesty of God. But while
all were marvelling at all the
things which he did, he said to
his disciples: 44 Let these words
sink into your ears. For the Son
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of Man shall be delivered up into
the hands of men. 45 But they did
not understand this saying, and
it was hidden from them so that
they did not perceive it, and they
were afraid to ask Him about this
saying.

Who is the greatest?

46 And there arose a dispute
among them, which of them was
the greatest. 47 But when Jesus
saw the reasoning of their heart,
he took a little child and set him
by his side, 48 and said to them:
Whoever shall receive this little
child in my name receives me,
and whoever shall receive me,
receives Him that sent me. For
he that is least among you all, the
same is great.

49 And John answered and said:
Master, we saw one casting out
demons in your name and we
forbade him, because he follows
not with us. 50 But Jesus said to

the world on Monday or Sunday evening. In those moments, remember Jesus
went through the same. He understands.

9:39 Bruising him- The child bruised himself, as in v. 42 “dashed him”. The
language of demon possession simply refers to mental illness, in this came

epilepsy and self-harm.

9:41 How long?- This is a phrase often found on the lips of God’s people in
the Bible. We long for the day when human weakness will be no more, when
Jesus has returned and established His Kingdom on earth.
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him: Forbid not. For he that is
not against you is for you.

The challenge of the cross
51 Now it came to pass, when the
time had come for him to be re-
ceived up, that he steadfastly set
his face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and
sent messengers before his face;
and they went and entered into
a village of the Samaritans, to
make ready for him. 53 But they
did not receive him, because his
face was set for the journey to
Jerusalem. 54 And when his dis-
ciples James and John saw this,
they said: Lord, do you want us
to command fire to come down
from heaven and consume them,
just as Elijah did? 55 But he
turned and rebuked them, saying:
You know what kind of Spirit
you have. 56 And they went to
another village.

57TAnd as they were going
along the road, someone said to
him: I will follow you wherever
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you go. 38 And Jesus said to him:
The foxes have holes, and the
birds of the heaven have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head. 59 And he said to
another: Follow me. But he said:
Lord, permit me first to go and
bury my father. 60 But he said to
him: Leave the dead to bury their
own dead, but you go and pub-
lish the kingdom of God.

61 And another also said: T will
follow you Lord, but first permit
me to bid farewell to them that
are at my house. 62 But Jesus
said to him: No one, having put
his hand to the plough and look-
ing back, is fit for the kingdom
of God.

CHAPTER 10

The sending of the 70

Now after these things the Lord
appointed seventy others, and
sent them two by two ahead of
him into every city and place,
where he was about to go. 2 And

9:51 In Luke, Jesus is described as always ‘going up to Jerusalem’ even when
He was going geographically away from it. We too may take two steps back-
wards at times, but our overall direction is ultimately towards God’s King-

dom.

9:60 At times, Jesus is very demanding. To bury your father was seen as a
Jew’s greatest domestic obligation. But Jesus and His work must come first.
10:2 The harvest of people for God’s Kingdom will not be reaped if there



182

he said to them: The harvest in-
deed is plenteous, but the labour-
ers are few. Therefore pray to
the Lord of the harvest, that He
send out labourers into His har-
vest. 3 Go your way. See, I send
you forth as lambs in the midst
of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no
wallet, no shoes; and greet no
one on the way. 5 And into what-
ever house you shall enter, first
say: Peace to this house. ¢ And
if a son of peace be there, your
peace shall rest upon it, but if
not, it shall return to you. 7 And
in that same house remain, eat-
ing and drinking such things as
they give. For the labourer is
worthy of his wages. Do not go
from house to house. & And into
whatever city you enter, if they
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welcome you, eat such things as
are set before you. 9 Heal the sick
that are therein, and say to them:
The kingdom of God comes near
to you. 10 But into whatever city
you shall enter and they do not
welcome you, go out into the
streets of it and say: 11 Even the
dust from your city, that clings
to our feet, we wipe off against
you. Nevertheless know this, that
the kingdom of God comes near.
121 say to you, it shall be more
tolerable in that day for Sodom,
than for that city.

13 Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe
to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, which were done
in you, they would have repented
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and

aren’t enough workers or we work poorly. The salvation of others has there-
fore been delegated to us, to some extent. Let’s go and reap the harvest and
pray that others will assist the work.

10:3 Jesus was “the lamb of God”; in our preaching Him, we are Him to
this world. And so in the context of their preaching work in the world, Jesus
called His followers “lambs”. The principle is stated in v. 16- whoever hears
us hears Jesus personally.

10:4 Greet no one- Greetings in the East took a long time. Jesus didn’t intend
them to be rude, but to be urgent about their mission, and dispense with nice-
ties to fulfill it. Do we have that intensity and urgency about our preaching
the Gospel?

10:13 They would have repented- God knows all possible futures and pos-
sible pasts, and His Son had some of this ability. This knowledge of ‘what
could have been” must give God such huge sadness; for the reason why we
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ashes. 14 But it shall be more tol-
erable for Tyre and Sidon in the
judgment, than for you. !5 And
you, Capernaum, shall you be
exalted to heaven? You shall be
brought down to Hades.

16 He that hears you hears me;
and he that rejects you rejects
me, and he that rejects me rejects
Him that sent me.

17 And the seventy returned
with joy, saying: Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in your
name! 18 And he said to them: I
saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. 19 See, I have given you
authority to tread upon serpents
and scorpions and over all the
power of the enemy, and noth-
ing shall in any way hurt you.
20 Nevertheless, rejoice not that
the spirits are subject to you, but
rejoice that your names are writ-
ten in heaven.

21 In that same hour he rejoiced
in spirit, and said: I thank You,
O Father, Lord of heaven and
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earth, that You hid these things
from the wise and understand-
ing, and revealed them to babes.
Yes, Father. For so it was pleas-
ing in Your sight. 22 All things
have been delivered to me by my
Father, and no one knows who
the Son is except the Father, and
who the Father is, save the Son,
and he to whomever the Son
wills to reveal Him.

23 And turning to the disciples,
he said privately: Blessed are
the eyes which see the things
you see. 24 For [ say to you, that
many prophets and kings desired
to see the things which you see,
and did not see them, and to hear
the things which you hear, and
did not hear them.

The parable of the good
Samaritan

25 And a certain lawyer stood up,
and to test him, asked: Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal
life? 26 And he said to him: What

weep is because of our sense of ‘what could have been’. It must be so hard

being God.

10:18 Jesus has just used the figure of falling from Heaven to earth in v. 15. It
means to lose power, and shouldn’t be read literally. The power of the adver-
sary [‘Satan’ is a Hebrew word meaning ‘adversary’] had been taken away.

10:20 Our names are written in God’s book of life, but they can be removed

from it if we fall away (Rev. 3:5).
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is written in the law? How do you
read it? 27 And he answered say-
ing: You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind,
and your neighbour as yourself.
28 And he said to him: You have
answered correctly. This do and
you shall live.

29 But he, desiring to justify
himself, said to Jesus: And who
is my neighbour? 30 Jesus an-
swered and said: A certain man
was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and he encountered
robbers who both stripped him
and beat him, and departed leav-
ing him half dead. 31 And by
chance a certain priest was go-
ing down that road; and when
he saw him, he passed by on the
other side. 32 And in like manner
a Levite also, when he came to
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the place and saw him, passed by
on the other side. 33 But a cer-
tain Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when
he saw him, he was moved with
compassion, 34 and came to him
and bound up his wounds, pour-
ing on them oil and wine, and he
put him on his own animal and
brought him to an inn and took
care of him. 35 And the next day
he took out two denarii and gave
them to the host, and said: Take
care of him, and if you spend
more, [, when I come back again,
will repay you. 36 Which of these

S
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“He... came to him” 10:34

10:35 Two denarii- The wage for one day’s work was one denarius (Mt.
20:2). Maybe the implication was that the Samaritan would “come again” (v.
36) after two days. If a day with God is as a thousand years, it could be that
Jesus, the Samaritan, will return after 2000 years from when He first bound
up wounded humanity and put us in the “inn” of the church.

10:37 Do likewise- The Samaritan was symbolic of Jesus and His saving
work for sinners, which the representatives of the Jewish law did not do. But
He asks us to not only benefit from His work, but go out into the world and
do the same, taking risks and sacrificing our own safety to do so. The Jews
claimed Jesus was a Samaritan- a mixed race of people whom ‘pure’ Jews

despised (Jn. 8:48).
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three, do you think, proved a
neighbour to him that encoun-
tered the robbers? 37 And he
said: The one who showed him
mercy. And Jesus said to him:
Go and do likewise.

38 Now as they went on their
way, he entered into a certain vil-
lage, and a certain woman named
Martha welcomed him into her
house. 39 And she had a sister
called Mary, who also sat at the
Lord’s feet and heard his word.
40 But Martha was distracted
with much serving. And she
went up to him and said: Lord,
do you not care that my sister
has left me to serve alone? Tell
her then to help me. 41 But the
Lord answered and said to her:
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Martha, Martha, you are anxious
and disturbed about many things.
42 But one thing is needful. For
Mary has chosen the good por-
tion, which shall not be taken
away from her.

CHAPTER 11

Teaching about prayer

And it came to pass, as he was
praying in a certain place, that
when he ceased, one of his dis-
ciples said to him: Lord, teach us
to pray, even as John also taught
his disciples. 2And he said to
them: When you pray, say, Fa-
ther, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. 3 Give
us day by day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins. For we

10:42 Here for all time we are encouraged to give more importance to hear-
ing Christ’s word than to domestic duties.

11:2 When God declared His Name to Moses in Ex. 34:4-8, He gave Moses
a list of His characteristics- grace, justice, judgment, mercy, forgiveness etc.
Our first request of God should be that those characteristics- His Name, what
He stands for- be revealed and glorified in our lives by whatever situations
we are in, and our reactions to them. If this is our first desire, then all else will
fall into place ultimately. The next request is for God’s Kingdom to come- for
Jesus to return to earth and establish God’s Kingdom here. We tend to make
prayer a list of specific requests, but Jesus teaches us to be less specific ini-
tially, and focus always upon those essential principles and have them as our
greatest desires.

11:4 1t is good for us to tell God in prayer that we forgive our enemies. But
this makes this simple prayer hard to pray truthfully. For we must forgive
others if we hope for forgiveness ourselves.
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ourselves also forgive everyone
that is indebted to us. And bring
us not into temptation.

5 And he said to them: Which
of you shall have a friend, and
shall go to him at midnight and
say to him: Friend, lend me three
loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has
arrived from a journey and [ have
nothing to set before him. 7 And
he from within shall answer and
say: Do not trouble me! The door
is now shut and my children are
with me in bed, I cannot rise and
give anything to you? 81 say to
you, though he will not want to
rise and give anything to him,
yet because he is his friend, and
because of the man’s persistence,
he will get up and give him as
much as he needs. 9 And I say
to you: Ask and it shall be giv-
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en you, seek and you shall find,
knock and it shall be opened to
you. 10 For everyone that asks
receives, and he that seeks finds,
and to him that knocks it shall be
opened.

11 What father among you, if
his son asks for a fish, will in-
stead of a fish give him a snake?
12 Or if he shall ask for an egg,
will he give him a scorpion? 13 If
you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask Him?

The controversy about
Beelzebub

14 And he was casting out a de-
mon that was dumb. And it came
to pass, when the demon had

11:9 The ‘asking’ is for the reasons given in the parable- the man asks for
things in order to give them to someone else in need (v. 6). If we ask for
things in order to assist others, then God’s promise will hold true. But it’s not
a promise that whatever we ask for ourselves will be given to us.

11:10 We knock on God’s door, but He through Jesus knocks on our door
(Rev. 3:20). There is a mutuality between God and us. We knock on His door,
He knocks on ours.

11:13 Give the Holy Spirit- The parallel Mt. 7:11 says that God will give
“good things” to those who ask Him. Being given the special power of God
(“Holy Spirit”) doesn’t mean that we will be able to speak in tongues / lan-
guages, do miracles etc.- those gifts have been withdrawn (1 Cor. 13:8-10).
But this doesn’t mean that He doesn’t amazingly answer prayer, and those
answers are in a way a gift of Holy Spirit.
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gone out, the dumb man spoke
and the crowds marvelled. 15 But
some of them said: By Beelzebub
the prince of the demons he casts
out demons. 16 And others, test-
ing him, sought from him a sign
from heaven. 17 But he, know-
ing their thoughts, said to them:
Every kingdom divided against
itself is brought to desolation,
and a family divided against a
family falls apart. 13 And if Satan
also is divided against himself,
how shall his kingdom stand?
Because you say that I cast out
demons by Beelzebub. 19 And
even if I by Beelzebub cast out
demons, by whom do your sons
cast them out? Therefore shall
they be your judges. 20 But if
I by the finger of God cast out
demons, then is the kingdom of
God come upon you.

21 When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own palace,
his goods are safe. 22 But when
one stronger than he comes upon
him and overcomes him, he

187

takes from him his whole armour
in which he had trusted, and di-
vides his spoils.

23 He that is not with me is
against me, and he that does not
gather with me scatters.

24 When the unclean spirit has
gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seek-
ing rest, and finding none it says:
I will return to my house from
which T came. 25 And when he
comes, he finds it swept and put
in order. 26 Then he goes and
takes with him seven other spirits
more evil than himself, and they
enter in and dwell there; and the
last state of that man becomes
worse than the first.

27 And it came to pass, as he
said these things, that a certain
woman out of the crowd lifted
up her voice and said to him:
Blessed is the womb that bore
you, and the breasts which you
did suck. 28 But he said: Blessed
rather are those who hear the
word of God and keep it.

11:23 Scatters- Sins of omission are understood by Jesus as active opposi-
tion to Him. How we live life is crucially important; our inaction is seen as
actively working against the Lord’s work.

11:28 Mary, mother of Jesus, did hear God’s word and kept it in her heart
(Lk. 2:19). This was the side of Mary that Jesus wanted people to honour,
rather than her physically having been His mother.
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Jesus criticizes the Jews

29 And when the crowds were
gathering together to him, he
began to say: This generation is
an evil generation. It seeks after
a sign, but there shall no sign
be given to it, except the sign
of Jonah. 30 For even as Jonah
became a sign to the Ninevites,
so shall also the Son of Man be
to this generation. 3! The queen
of the south shall rise up in the
judgment with the men of this
generation, and shall condemn
them. For she came from the
ends of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon; and be-
hold, a greater than Solomon
is here. 32 The men of Nineveh
shall stand up in the judgment
with this generation and shall
condemn it; for they repented
at the preaching of Jonah, and
behold, a greater than Jonah is
here.

33No one when he has lit
a lamp puts it in a cellar, nei-
ther under a bucket, but on the
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lightstand, so that they who en-
ter in may see the light. 34 The
lamp of your body is your eye.
When your eye is single, your
whole body also is full of light;
but when it is evil, your body
also is full of darkness. 35 Look
therefore whether the light that
is in you is not darkness. 36 If
therefore your whole body is
full of light, having no part
dark, it shall be wholly full of
light, as when the lamp with
its bright shining gives you
light.

37 Now as he spoke, a Pharisee
asked him to dine with him, and
he went in and sat down to eat.
38 And when the Pharisee saw it,
he marvelled that he had not first
washed before dinner. 39 And the
Lord said to him: Now you the
Pharisees cleanse the outside of
the cup and plate, but your in-
ward part is full of extortion and
wickedness. 40 You foolish ones,
did not He that made the outside
make the inside also? 4! But give

11:32 At the day of judgment, we will be judged in full view of others. The
Ninevites will watch the judgment process of the first century Jews. We
therefore shouldn’t be hypocritical in front of others now, because in the end
they will see us revealed at judgment day for who we really are.

11:34 Our perceptions, our filtering process which we apply to life, are so

important.
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for alms those things which are
within, and behold, all things are
clean to you.

42 But woe to you Pharisees!
For you tithe mint, rue and eve-
ry herb, and neglect justice and
the love of God; but these you
should have done and not to
leave the other undone.

43 Woe to you Pharisees! For
you love the chief seats in the
synagogues and the greetings in
the marketplaces.

44 Woe to you! For you are like
unmarked graves, and people
walk over them without know-
ing it.

45 And one of the lawyers an-
swering said to him: Teacher, in
saying this you reproach us also.
46 And he said: Woe to you law-
yers also! For you load people
with burdens hard to bear, and
you yourselves do not touch the
burdens with one of your fin-
gers.

47 Woe to you! For you build
the tombs of the prophets whom
your fathers killed. 48 So you
are witnesses and consent to the
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works of your fathers; for they
killed them and you build their
tombs.

49 Therefore also the Wisdom
of God said: T will send them
prophets and apostles, some of
whom they will kill and perse-
cute, 30 so that the blood of all
the prophets, which was shed
from the foundation of the
world, may be charged against
this generation: 51 from the
blood of Abel to the blood of
Zachariah, who perished be-
tween the altar and the sanctu-
ary. Yes, | say to you, it shall
be required of this genera-
tion.

52 Woe to you lawyers! For you
took away the key of knowledge.
You did not enter in yourselves,
and those that were entering in,
you hindered.

53 And when he got out from
there, the scribes and the Phari-
sees began to press upon him
vehemently, and to provoke him
to speak of many things, 54 lying
in wait for him, to catch him in
something he might say.

11:52 We can hinder or stumble people from entering the Kingdom. This is
perhaps the greatest sin. We therefore need to be so careful how we treat peo-
ple, so that we do nothing which may lead them to turn away from the hope
of the Kingdom because of our actions, exclusion of them or hypocrisy.
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CHAPTER 12

Jesus repeats the teaching of
the sermon on the mount

In the mean time, when the many
thousands of the crowd were
gathered together, so much so
that they trod one upon another,
he began to say to his disciples
first of all: Beware of the yeast
of the Pharisees, which is hy-
pocrisy. 2 But there is nothing
covered up that shall not be re-
vealed, and hid that shall not be
known. 3 Therefore whatever
you have said in the darkness
shall be heard in the light, and
what you have whispered behind
closed doors shall be proclaimed
upon the housetops.

4 And I say to you my friends,
do not be afraid of them that kill
the body, and after that have no
more that they can do. 5 But I
will warn you about whom you
shall fear. Fear Him, who after
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He has killed has power to cast
you into Gehenna. Yes, I say to
you, fear Him!

6 Are not five sparrows sold for
two very small coins? And not
one of them is forgotten in the
sight of God. 7 But the very hairs
of your head are all numbered.
Fear not! You are of more value
than many sparrows.

8 And I say to you, every one
who shall confess me before
men, him shall the Son of Man
also confess before the angels of
God. 9 But he that denies me in
the presence of men shall be de-
nied in the presence of the angels
of God.

10 And everyone who shall
speak a word against the Son of
Man, it shall be forgiven him, but
to him that blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit it shall not be for-
given.

11 And when they bring you be-

12:1 Hypocrisy is like leaven (yeast). Once one person starts being hypocriti-
cal, others tend to be; it spreads easily and has a huge effect, just as leaven
does on bread. Jesus taught “first of all”, most importantly, to beware of hy-
pocrisy. We need to ask ourselves daily whether we are being hypocritical;
because it’s so important not to be. All will be revealed anyway (:2,3)- at the

day of judgment.

12:7 God sees and knows absolutely everything- even within the animal cre-
ation. Let’s live with that awareness, that He is so intensely watching. Know-
ing this shouldn’t frighten us but rather encourage us- “fear not!”.
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fore the synagogues and the rul-
ers and the authorities, do not be
anxious how or what you shall
answer, or what you shall say.
12 For the Holy Spirit shall teach
you in that very hour what you
should say.

13 And one out of the crowd
said to him: Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the inheritance
with me. 14 But he said to him:
Man! Who made me a judge or
a divider over you? 15 And he
said to them: Take heed and keep
yourselves from all covetous-
ness. For a man’s life consists not
in the abundance of the things
which he possesses. 16 And he
spoke a parable to them, saying:
The ground of a certain rich man
brought forth plentifully. 17 And
he reasoned within himself, say-
ing: What shall I do, because I do
not have anywhere to store my
crops? 18 And he said: This will
I do. I will pull down my barns
and build greater ones, and there
will I store all my grain and my
goods. 19 And I will say to my
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soul: Soul, you have many goods
laid up for many years. Take
your ease, eat, drink, be merry.
20 But God said to him: You
foolish one, this night is your
soul required from you, and the
things which you have prepared,
whose shall they be? 21 So is he
that lays up treasure for himself,
and is not rich towards God.

22 And he said to his disciples:
Therefore I say to you, do not be
anxious for life, what you shall
cat. Nor yet for your body, what
you shall put on. 23 For the life is
more than the food, and the body
more than the clothing. 24 Con-
sider the ravens, how they do not
sow nor reap. They have no store
nor barn, but God feeds them. Of
how much more value are you
than the birds! 25 And which of
you by being anxious can add a
cubit to the measure of his life?
26 If then you are not able to do
even that which is least, why are
you anxious concerning the rest?

27 Consider the lilies, how they
grow. They do not toil, nor do

12:19 The ‘soul’ here refers to the self; Jesus piercingly analyzes the self-talk
of materialistic people. It’s our self-talk that we need to watch; what are the
conversations that we carry on with ourselves as we walk, travel, prepare
food... ? The words “I”, “my” and “soul” occur often in this story- circle
them in your Bible. The man was totally self-centred.
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they spin. Yet I say to you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not
dressed like one of these. 28 But
if God does so clothe the grass in
the field, which today is and to-
morrow is thrown into the oven,
how much more shall he clothe
you, O you of little faith? 29 And
do not seek what you shall eat
and what you shall drink, nei-
ther be of doubtful mind. 30 For
all these things the nations of the
world seek after, but your Father
knows you have need of these
things. 31 Seek His kingdom,
and these things shall be added
to you.

32 Fear not little flock. For it is
your Father’s good pleasure to
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give you the kingdom. 33 Sell
that which you have and give
alms. Make for yourselves purses
which do not grow old, a treas-
ure in the heavens that does not
fail, where no thief draws near
nor moth destroys. 34 For where
your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.

Readiness for Christ’s return

35 Let your loins be girded and
your lamps burning, 36 and be
like men who are waiting for
their master to come home from
the wedding feast, so that they
may open the door to him at
once when he comes and knocks.
37 Blessed are those servants,

12:30 God knows our basic need for food and clothing and will provide, as
He did for Israel after their ‘baptism’ in the Red Sea and journey through the
wilderness. Their shoes didn’t get worn out, and He gave them bread and wa-
ter daily. David says he never saw the children of the righteous begging bread
(Ps. 37:25). We must really believe this promise.

12:33 Jesus was speaking to poor people when He said this. The poor can
easily assume that all Christ’s teaching about wealth and generosity are for
the attention of rich Christians only. But this is not the case. The poor, too,
are asked to be radically generous.

12:35 An allusion to the night of Israel’s Passover exodus from Egypt. We
are to have that same intensity, aware that Jesus could return at any moment.
12:36 How immediately we respond to the knowledge that Christ has returned
will affect our eternal future, as in Mt. 25:10. If we are longing for His return
and have a light hold on our material life, we will be ready to go immediately
with joy and no regrets. The more we possess, the harder this will be.

12:37 Another unreal element in the parables- the Master would never come
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whom the master when he comes
shall find awake. Truly I say to
you, that he shall dress himself
for service and make them sit
down to eat, and shall come and
serve them. 38 And if he shall
come in the second watch and if
in the third and find them wait-
ing, so blessed are they. 39 But
know this, that if the master of
the house had known in what
hour the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake, and
not have left his house to be bro-
ken into. 40 You also- be ready.
For in the hour you do not ex-
pect- the Son of Man comes.

41 And Peter said: Lord, are you
telling this parable for aimed at
us, or to everyone? 42 And the
Lord said: Who then is the faith-
ful and wise steward whom his
master shall set over his house-
hold to give them their portion of
food in due season? 43 Blessed
is that servant, whom his mas-
ter, when he comes, shall find
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so doing. 44 Of a truth I say to
you, that he will set him over all
that he has. 45 But if that serv-
ant shall say in his heart: My
lord delays his coming, and shall
begin to beat the menservants
and the maidservants, and to eat
and drink and to be drunk, 46 the
master of that servant shall come
in a day when he does not expect,
and at an hour he does not know,
and shall cut him into pieces and
put him with the unbelievers.

47 And that servant, who knew
his master’s will and did not
prepare or did not do according
to his will, shall be beaten with
many stripes. 48 But he that did
not know and did things worthy
of stripes, he shall be beaten with
few stripes. And to whom much
is given, of him shall much be
required, and to whom people
commit much, of him will they
ask the more.

491 came to cast fire upon the
earth, yet it is already kindled!

and serve His servants. But Jesus will do so- because He will be so pleased
that they were watching and eager for His return. At the marriage supper of
the Lamb, when Jesus again will eat and drink with us (Mt. 26:29), He will
come and serve us. His loving servanthood is a characteristic that He has
even now; it wasn’t just how He was when on earth. He will always be the

same as He was then (Heb. 13:8).

12:49 The judgment of God is likened to fire; but that fire is kindled, the
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50 But I have a baptism to be
baptized with, and great is my
distress until it be accomplished!
51 Do you think that I came to
give peace in the earth? I tell you
no, but rather division. 52 For
from now on in one house there
will be five divided, three against
two and two against three.
53 They shall be divided, father
against son and son against fa-
ther. Mother against daughter
and daughter against her mother.
Mother in law against her daugh-
ter in law and daughter in law
against her mother in law.

54 And he said to the crowds:
Also, When you see a cloud ris-
ing in the west, immediately you
say, Here comes a shower- and
so it comes to pass. 55 And when
you see a south wind blowing,
you say, There will be a scorch-
ing heat- and it comes to pass.
56 You hypocrites, you know
how to interpret the signs of the
earth and the sky, but how is it
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you do not know how to inter-
pret this time?

57 And why do you not judge
for yourselves what is right?
58 For as you are going with your
adversary before the magistrate,
on the way give diligence to be
rid of him. Lest he drag you to
the judge and the judge shall
deliver you to the officer, and
the officer shall throw you into
prison. 39 1 say to you, you shall
never get out, until you have paid
the very last coin.

CHAPTER 13

The problem of suffering

Now there were some present
at that very time who told him
of the Galileans, whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices. 2And he answered
and said to them: Do you think
that these Galileans were sinners
above all the Galileans, because
they have suffered these things?
3 1 tell you no, but unless you re-

match is set to it, by human beings. God’s judgment is only confirming sinful
people in what they themselves have chosen.

12:51 Jesus ‘came’ to send judgment (v. 49); and He came to send division
within families. Such division is therefore His judgment upon them; but they
will have kindled that fire themselves by their own rejection of His message

of peace.

13:3 Sin and suffering aren’t necessarily related in this life. The book of Job
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pent, you shall all in like manner
perish. 4 Or those eighteen, upon
whom the tower in Siloam fell
and killed them. Do you think
that they were offenders above
all the men that dwell in Jerusa-
lem? 5T tell you no, but unless
you repent, you shall all likewise
perish.

6 And he spoke this parable:
A certain man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard, and he
came seeking fruit thereon and
found none. 7 And he said to the
vinedresser: Behold, these three
years | came seeking fruit on
this fig tree and find none. Cut it
down. Why should it use up the
ground? & And he answering said
to him: Master, leave it alone this
year also, I shall dig about it and
fertilize it. 9 Then if it should
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bear fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you shall cut it
down.

10 And he was teaching in one
of the synagogues on the Sabbath
day. 11 And a woman was there
who had had a disabling spirit for
eighteen years; she was bent over
and could in no way straighten
herself. 12 And when Jesus saw
her, he called her and said to her:
Woman, you are free from your
infirmity. 13 And he laid his hands
upon her, and immediately she
was made straight, and she glori-
fied God. 14 And the ruler of the
synagogue, being moved with
indignation because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath, answered
and said to the crowd: There are
six days in which men ought to
work. In them therefore come and

is all about this. Indeed, the wicked prosper. But sin will have its recom-
pense- which creates the necessity for the coming of the day of judgment
when Jesus returns.

13:7 The “man” who owned the vineyard [Israel] is God; the “vinedresser”
is Jesus. The three years are the three years of Christ’s ministry. Jesus knew
God so well that He asked Him to delay His plan to destroy Israel, to give
them yet more opportunity to give spiritual fruit (v. 8). Moses and other Bible
characters showed us that we can reason with God, and in some cases He is
prepared to change His stated intentions. Prayer is so powerful! Earlier, Israel
were the vine and the Lord Jesus the vinedresser. But now we are the vine,
and God Himself the vinedresser (Jn. 15:1). We are in good hands; and the
Father and Son who through Biblical history showed themselves so sensitive
to spiritual fruit are the very same ones who will meet us in the last day.
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“He laid his hands upon her,
and immediately she was made
straight” 13:13

be healed, and not on the Sabbath
day. 15But the Lord answered
them and said: You hypocrites!
Does not each one of you on the
Sabbath release his ox or his ass
from the stall and lead him away
for watering? 16 And ought not
this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan had bound
for eighteen years, to have been
freed from this bond on the Sab-
bath day? 17 And as he said these
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things, all his adversaries were
put to shame, and all the crowd
rejoiced for all the glorious things
that were done by him.

Brief parables of the Kingdom

18 He replied: To what is the
kingdom of God like? And unto
what shall I liken it? 19 It is like
a grain of mustard seed, which a
man took and threw into his own
garden, and it grew and became
a tree, and the birds of the sky
lodged in the branches of it.

20 And again he said: Unto
what shall I liken the kingdom of
God? 21 1t is like the yeast which
a woman took and hid in three
measures of flour, until it was all
raised.

The last judgment

22 And he went on his way
through cities and villages,
teaching and journeying on to
Jerusalem. 23 And one said to
him: Lord, are they few that are

13:21 The Gospel is like leaven [yeast]. It can influence a huge amount
of flour. The Gospel we preach has more power and potential to radically

change people than we realize.

13:23 We all tend to wonder about such questions of Divine ‘fairness’. Jesus
gives no answer but says that we should focus instead upon our own salva-
tion (v. 24)- rather than dabble in questions which are God’s concern and

beyond our comprehension.
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saved? And he said to them:
24 Strive to enter in by the nar-
row door. For I say to you, many
shall seek to enter in, and shall
not be able.

25 When the master of the house
is risen and has shut the door, and
you begin to stand without and to
knock at the door, saying: Lord,
open to us!- he shall answer and
say to you: I do not know who
you are. 26 Then shall you begin
to say: We did eat and drink in
your presence, and you did teach
in our streets. 27 And he shall
say: I tell you, I do not know
from where you are. Depart from
me, all you workers of iniquity.
28 There shall be the weeping and
the gnashing of teeth, when you
shall see Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God, and yourselves
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cast out. 29 And they shall come
from the east and the west, and
from the north and the south, and
shall sit down in the kingdom of
God. 39And behold, some are
last who will be first, and some
are first who will be last.

Sorrow for Jerusalem

31In that very hour certain
Pharisees came warning him: Get
out and leave here. For Herod
wants to kill you. 32 And he said
to them: Go and say to that fox,
Behold, I cast out demons and
perform cures today and tomor-
row; and on the third day I shall
reach my goal. 33 Nevertheless
I must go on my way today and
tomorrow and the day following.
For it cannot be possible that a
prophet can die anywhere except
Jerusalem.

13:25 The ideas of standing at the door and knocking are all found in Rev.
3:20, where Jesus says that He does this to us. If we’ve not opened to Him,
not responded to His promptings in this life, then He will not open the door to
eternity to us when He comes again.

13:26 Eat and drink in your presence- A reference to the fact they had par-
ticipated in the communion service? There will be some who break bread
who will not be saved ultimately. We must ask “Lord, is it 1?”.

13:28 You shall see... yourselves- The purpose of the judgment process will
be for our benefit, to help people see themselves from outside of themselves,
to see themselves as they really are. It’s not in order for God to gather infor-
mation and make a verdict; He knows all things. In this sense, “judgment” is
a metaphor not to be pushed too far.
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340 Jerusalem! Jerusalem that
kills the prophets and stones
them that are sent to her! How
often would I have gathered your
children together, even as a hen
gathers her own brood under her
wings, and you were not willing!
35 Look, your house is left to you
desolate; and I say to you, you
shall not see me, until you shall
say: Blessed is he that comes in
the name of the Lord.

CHAPTER 14

And it came to pass, when he
went into the house of one of the
rulers of the Pharisees on a Sab-
bath to eat bread, that they were
watching him. 2 And before him
was a certain man that had the
dropsy. 3 And Jesus answering
spoke to the lawyers and Phari-
sees, saying: Is it lawful to heal
on the Sabbath, or not? 4 But
they held their peace. And he
took him and healed him, and let
him go. 5 And he said to them:
Which of you shall have an ass
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or an ox fall into a well, and will
not immediately draw him up on
a Sabbath day? ¢ And they could
not answer these things.

Teaching about humility

7 And when he noted how they
chose out the chief seats, he told
a parable to those that were in-
vited, saying to them: 8 When
you are invited by anyone to a
marriage feast, do not sit in the
chief seat; lest a more honourable
man than you be invited by him,
9 and he that invited you shall
come and say to you: Give this
man your place. Then you shall
be shamed into taking the lowest
place. 10 But when you are invit-
ed, go and sit down in the low-
est place; that when he that has
invited you comes, he may say to
you: Friend, go up higher. Then
shall you have glory in the pres-
ence of all that sit to eat with you.
11 For everyone that exalts him-
self shall be humbled, and he that
humbles himself shall be exalted.

14:10 We are to take the lowest place in the ecclesia / church. Jesus is the one
who invited us (v. 9), and He will “come” and inspect us at His return. And
He will re-arrange the order at which we sit at table. Our breaking of bread
services are foretastes of our eating with Jesus at His return. We should take
the lowest place in those meetings, at least in our hearts; aware of our own
failings, and seeing our brothers and sisters positively and with grace.
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12 And he also said to him that
had invited him: When you make
a dinner or a supper, call not
your friends, nor your brothers
and sisters, nor your kinsmen,
nor rich neighbours, unless they
also invite you and repay you.
13 But when you make a feast,
invite the poor, the maimed, the
lame, the blind, 14 and you shall
be blessed; because they do not
have anything to repay you with.
For you shall be recompensed in
the resurrection of the just.

The parable of the great supper

15 And when one of his dinner
guests heard these things, he said
to him: Blessed is he that shall
eat bread in the kingdom of God!
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16 But he said to him: A certain
man made a great supper and he
invited many. 17 And he sent his
servant at supper time to say to
them that were invited: Come.
For everything is now ready.
18 And they all began to make
similar excuses. The first said to
him: I have bought a field and I
need to go out and see it; I pray
you excuse me. !9 And another
said: I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to test them. I pray
you, have me excused. 20 And
another said: I have married a
wife, and therefore, 1 cannot
come. 21 And the servant came
and told his master these things.
Then the master of the house,
being angry, said to his servant:

14:13 The poor, maimed, lame and blind are the very ones whom God invites
to His supper (v. 21). The connection is clear enough- we are to act to oth-
ers as God does to people; and He has a way of inviting the most desperate
people into fellowship with Him. Snobbery should have no part in Christian
life. We are the spiritually poor and handicapped street people whom God has
invited into His Kingdom in these last days. That’s what v. 21 teaches. And so
we ought to invite such people into our homes- with all the problems that can
bring. There should be no sense of social superiority at all in the true church.
This is utterly abhorrent to God.

14:18 The man begs Jesus to ‘excuse” him. The New Testament is written in
Greek, and we read through the mask of translation. The same Greek word
translated ‘excuse’ here is also translated ‘reject’ elsewhere. Those who are
rejected at the last day will have begged Jesus to reject them by their be-
havior in this life. He will only confirm them in their choices. If more than
anything else we want to be in God’s Kingdom; then we will.
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Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city and bring
in here the poor and maimed and
blind and lame. 22 And the serv-
ant said: Master, what you did
command is done, and still there
is room. 23 And the master said
to the servant: Go out into the
highways and hedges and com-
pel them to come, that my house
may be filled. 24 For I say to you,
that none of those men that were
invited shall taste my supper.

Radical demands

25 Now there went with him
great crowds; and he turned
and said to them: 26 If anyone
comes to me, and hates not his
own father and mother and wife
and children and brothers and
sisters, yes and his own life
also, he cannot be my disciple.
27 Whoever does not bear his
own cross and come after me,

LUKE 14:21-14:34

cannot be my disciple. 28 For
which of you, desiring to build
a tower, does not first sit down
and count the cost, whether he
have enough to complete it?
29 Unless, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to
finish it, all that watch begin to
mock him, saying: 30 This man
began to build, and was not able
to finish. 31 Or what king, as he
goes to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first
and take counsel, whether he is
able with ten thousand to meet
him that comes against him with
twenty thousand? 32 Or else,
while the other is yet a great way
off, he sends an ambassador and
asks conditions of peace. 33 So
therefore whoever of you does
not renounce all that he has,
cannot be my disciple.

34 Salt therefore is good, but
if the salt has lost its taste, with

14:23 The implication could be that as the last days progress and the return
of Christ becomes imminent, the standard of those accepted will decrease;
only the absolutely desperate [in whatever way- not just materially] will be
responding to the Gospel. We who have responded in what appear to be the
last days are therefore a desperate lot indeed.

14:31 The King who comes against us with far more strength is God; coming
in judgment of our sins. Sin is serious, and isn’t just ignored by God with a
grin. It is a felt offence against Him, that provokes His wrath. We make peace
with Him, we are reconciled, through the work and sacrifice of Jesus.
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what shall it be seasoned? 35 It
is useful neither for the soil nor
for the manure heap, it is thrown
away. He that has ears to hear, let
him hear.

CHAPTER 15

The lost sheep

Now all the tax collectors and
sinners were drawing near to him
to hear him teach. 2 And both the
Pharisees and the scribes mur-
mured, saying: This man receives
sinners and eats with them. 3 And
he spoke to them this parable,
saying: 4 What man of you, hav-
ing a hundred sheep and having
lost one of them, does not leave
the other ninety nine in the wil-
derness and go after that which
is lost, until he finds it? 5 And
when he has found it, he lays
it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 And when he comes home, he
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calls together his friends and his
neighbours, saying to them: Re-
joice with me, for I have found
my sheep which was lost! 7 T say
to you, that even so there shall be
more joy in heaven over one sin-
ner that repents, than over ninety
nine righteous persons, who need
no repentance.

The lost coin

8 Or what woman having ten
pieces of silver, if she loses one
piece, does not light a lamp and
sweeps the house and seeks dili-
gently until she finds it? 9 And
when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neigh-
bours, saying: Rejoice with me,
for I have found the piece which
I had lost. 10 Even so, I say to
you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one
sinner that repents.

15:4 The answer is: No shepherd does this, nor does he throw a party for the
sake of that sheep (v. 6). The point of unreality would’ve in these parables
would’ve been immediately noticed by the first century hearers. The point
of unreality is what teaches the lesson- in this case, that God is exceptionally
concerned about the lost. As we should be too.

15:8 Her dowry was all that a woman possessed; even her body wasn’t hers.
To lose a dowry coin was therefore to lose part of herself; this is how hard
God takes when He loses one of His people. She searched “until she finds
it”- God, and we too, should search for the lost with the attitude that we will
search until we find them. We certainly should not exclude any of God’s peo-
ple from His house; we should search passionately for any who leave.
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The lost sons

1T And he said: A certain man
had two sons. 12 And the younger
of them said to his father: Father,
give me the inheritance of prop-
erty that is coming to me. And
he divided his property between
them. 13 Not many days later, the
younger son gathered into money
all he had, and took a journey into
a far country; and there he squan-
dered his inheritance in reckless
living. 14 And when he had spent
all, there arose a mighty famine
in that country, and he began to
be in want. 15 And he went and
joined himself to one of the citi-
zens of that country; and he sent
him into his fields to feed pigs.
16 And he would gladly have
filled his belly with the husks
that the pigs ate, but no one gave
him anything. 17 But when he
came to his senses he said: How
many of my father’s hired serv-
ants have bread enough to spare,
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but I perish here with hunger!
18 T will rise and go to my father,
and will say to him: Father, I
have sinned against heaven and
in your sight. 191 am no more
worthy to be called your son.
Make me as one of your hired
servants. 20 And he rose and
went to his father. But while he
was yet far away, his father saw
him, and was moved with com-
passion, and ran and embraced
and kissed him. 2! And the son
said to him: Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight.
I am no more worthy to be called
your son. 22 But the father said
to his servants: Bring quickly the
best robe and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand and shoes
on his feet. 23 And bring the fat-
ted calf, kill it and let us eat and
make merry. 24 For this my son
who was dead, is alive again! He
was lost and is found! And they
began to be merry.

15:12 This request was equivalent to saying ‘I wish you were dead’.

15:20 For an old man to run publically was seen as undignified. This unreal
feature of the story shows just how much he was delighted his son was re-
turning; it speaks of the radical joy of God when we return to Him. When a
prodigal returned to a village, they would’ve been badly mocked by everyone
who knew them. The father therefore ran to the son to shield him from the
name calling and stone throwing of children. We should seek to shield from

shame those who ‘come back’ .
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25 Now his elder son was in
the field; and as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 And he
called one of the servants, and
inquired what these things might
mean. 27 And he said to him:
Your brother came, and your
father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has received him
safe and sound. 28 But he was
angry and would not go in; and
his father came out and encour-
aged him. 29 But he answered
and said to his father: Look!
For so many years I have served
you, and I never transgressed a
commandment of yours, and yet
you never gave me a kid that
I might make merry with my
friends. 30 But when this your
son came, who has devoured
your living with prostitutes, you
killed for him the fatted calf.
31 And he said to him: Son, you
are ever with me, and all that is
mine is yours. 32 But it was fit-
ting to celebrate and be glad.
For this your brother was dead,
and is alive again; and was lost
and is found.
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CHAPTER 16

The parable of the clever
steward

And he said also to the disci-
ples: There was a certain rich
man, who had a steward; and the
same was accused of wasting his
goods. 2 And he called him and
said to him: What is this that [
hear of you? Render the account
of your stewardship, for you can
no longer be steward. 3 And the
steward said to himself: What
shall I do, seeing that my master
takes away the stewardship from
me? [ do not have strength to dig.
To beg I am ashamed. 4 I have re-
solved what to do, so that when I
am discharged as steward, others
may receive me into their hous-
es. 5 And calling to him each one
of his master’s debtors, he said
to the first: How much do you
owe my master? 6 And he said:
A hundred measures of oil. And
he said to him: Take your bill
and sit down quickly and write
fifty. 7 Then said he to another:
And how much do you owe?
And he said: A hundred meas-
ures of wheat. He said to him:

15:32 The vital point of Jesus’ parables is often at the end. This story isn’t so
much about a sinner coming home, but about self-righteous people within the
house of God who say “If he s coming back, I’m out of here”.



204

Take your bill and write eighty.
8 And his master commended the
unrighteous steward, because he
had done wisely. For the sons of
this world are for their own gen-
eration wiser than the sons of the
light.

9And T say to you: Make to
yourselves friends by means of
worldly riches; that, when they
shall fail, they may receive you
into the eternal dwellings.

10 He that is faithful in a very
little, is faithful also in much,
and he that is unrighteous in a
very little, is unrighteous also in
much. 11If therefore you have
not been faithful in the handling
of worldly riches, who will com-
mit to your trust the true riches?
12 And if you have not been
faithful in what is another’s, who
will give you that which is your
own?

13No servant can serve two
masters. For either he will hate
the one and love the other, or
else, he will hold to one and de-
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spise the other. You cannot serve
God and money.

14 And the Pharisees, who were
lovers of money, heard all these
things; and they scoffed at him.
15 And he said to them: You are
they that justify yourselves in
the sight of men, but God knows
your hearts. For what is exalted
among men is an abomination in
the sight of God.

16 The law and the prophets
were until John. From that time
the gospel of the kingdom of
God is preached, and every man
enters violently into it.

17But it is easier for heaven
and earth to pass away, than for
one tittle of the law to fall.

18 Everyone that puts away his
wife and marries another com-
mits adultery, and he that marries
one that is put away from a hus-
band commits adultery.

The parable of the rich man
and Lazarus
19 Now there was a certain rich

16:10 All that we have been given by God, spiritually and materially, is “a
very little”. Only a small portion of God is known by us (Job 26:14). So be-
cause we may correctly understand the Bible on some points, let’s not think
that we have 100% truth about God or ‘know it all’.

16:11 How we handle wealth [whether we have to manage much or little of
it] is proportionate to how we will eternally be in God’s Kingdom.
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man who was clothed in purple
and fine linen, dining sumptu-
ously every day. 20 And a certain
beggar named Lazarus was laid at
his gate, full of sores, 2! desiring
to be fed with the crumbs that fell
from the rich man’s table. Yes,
even the dogs came and licked his
sores. 22 And it came to pass, that
the beggar died; and he was car-
ried away by the angels into Ab-
raham’s breast, and the rich man
also died and was buried. 23 And
in Hades he lifted up his eyes, be-
ing in torments, and saw Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his breast.
24 And he cried and said: Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue; for I am in anguish
in this flame. 25 But Abraham
said: Son, remember how you in
your lifetime received your good
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things and Lazarus in like man-
ner evil things, but now here he
is comforted, and you are in an-
guish. 26 And besides all this, be-
tween us and you there is fixed a
great gulf, so that they that would
pass from here to you cannot, and
none may cross over from there
to us. 27 And he said: Therefore
I beg you father that you would
send him to my father’s house.
28 For 1 have five brothers. That
he may testify to them, lest they
also come into this place of tor-
ment. 29 But Abraham said: They
have Moses and the prophets.
Let them hear them. 30 And he
said: No father Abraham; but if
one goes to them from the dead,
they will repent. 31 And he said to
him: If they hear not Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, even if one rises from
the dead.

16:19 This is a parable, and isn’t to be taken literally.

16:23 This is a parody of Jewish beliefs. But those beliefs are in themselves
wrong; the righteous don’t go to live in Abraham’s bosom; death is uncon-
sciousness; the punishment for sin is death when Jesus returns, not torment in
fire. Jesus used the wrong beliefs of the Jews against themselves. He spoke to
people in their own terms.

16:31 The parables of Jesus often make their key point at the end; and it’s the
same here. The point of the story is to show that even when Jesus rose from
the dead, most of the Jews still wouldn’t believe. And that the witness of the
written word in the Old Testament was and is as powerful as ‘seeing a mira-
cle’ of a dead man coming to life.
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CHAPTER 17

Jesus teaches about faith and
forgiveness

And he said to his disciples:
Stumbling blocks are sure to
come, but woe to the one through
whom they come! 2 It would be
better for him if a millstone was
hung about his neck and he was
thrown into the sea, than that he
should cause one of these little
ones to stumble.

3 Pay attention to yourselves!
If your brother sins, rebuke him;
and if he repents, forgive him.
4And if he sins against you
seven times in the day and seven
times turns again to you, saying:
I repent: You shall forgive him.

5 And the apostles said to the
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Lord: Increase our faith. 6 And
the Lord said: If you had faith
the size of a mustard seed, you
would say to this sycamore tree:
Be rooted up and be planted in
the sea- and it would obey you.

7 But who is there of you, hav-
ing a servant ploughing or keep-
ing sheep, that will say to him
when he comes in from the field:
Come immediately and sit down
to eat. 8 Instead will he not say
to him: Make ready my supper
and dress yourself and serve
me, and after I have eaten and
drunk, then you shall eat and
drink? 9 Does he thank the serv-
ant because he did the things that
were commanded? I think not.
10 Even so you also, when you

17:2 Causing others to stumble is the very worst kind of sin. We should
therefore think carefully how our words and actions are going to impact oth-
ers; and be careful that we set the right example to others. The punishment of
a millstone being hung around the neck and cast into the sea is that of Baby-
lon’s punishment at the last day (Rev. 18:21). Those within the church who
make others stumble, e.g. by unreasonable demands upon them or excluding
them, are no better than Babylon, the great enemy of God. How we treat oth-
ers is very, very important.

17:4 If someone sins so many times each day and claims to have repented,
it’s obvious their repentance isn’t sincere. So Jesus is teaching that we should
forgive people without trying to assess if their repentance is sincere, or even
if it is apparent that their repentance is insincere. The radical grace of God
to us requires that we should simply forgive others without demanding their
repentance.

17:10 Unprofitable servants- The same phrase is used in Mt. 25:30 about
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shall have done all the things
that are commanded of you, say:
We are unprofitable servants; we
have done that which it was our
duty to do.

Jesus heals ten lepers

11 And it came to pass, as they
were on their way to Jerusalem,
that he was passing along the
borders of Samaria and Galilee.
12 And as he entered into a cer-
tain village, there met him ten
men who were lepers, who stood
far away. 13 And they lifted up
their voices, saying: Jesus, mas-
ter, have mercy on us! 14 And
when he saw them, he said to
them: Go and show yourselves
to the priests. And it came to
pass, as they went, they were
cleansed. 15And one of them,

207

when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, glorifying God in a
loud voice. 16 And he fell upon
his face at his feet, giving him
thanks- though he was a Sa-
maritan. 17 And Jesus responded:
Were not ten cleansed? Where
are the other nine? 18 Were there
none found that returned to give
glory to God, save this stranger?
19 And he said to him: Arise and
go your way. Your faith has made
you whole.

The coming of Messiah

20 And being asked by the Phari-
sees when the kingdom of God
comes, he answered them and
said: The kingdom of God comes
not with observation. 2! Nei-
ther shall they say, Here it is, or,
There it is! For the kingdom of

those who will be condemned at the final judgment when Jesus returns. After
we have, as we think, done everything we should- we must still recognize
that we deserve only condemnation. When doing good deeds, it’s necessary
to remember that we are sinners; we have already sinned, we still sin, and
probably will sin again before Jesus returns. This will mean that we do our
good works with a humble spirit; if they are done with a spiritually arrogant
attitude, this is a huge turn off to the world and ruins our witness.

17:21 “Within” can also be translated “among”. Jesus as King of the King-
dom of God can be called “the Kingdom of God”. All the principles of God’s
Kingdom were to be found in Him. The Jews were looking for Messiah to
come, and Jesus is saying they don’t have to look here and there for Him;
because He, the Messiah, was already among them. The Kingdom of God
wasn’t within the hearts of “you”, i.e. the Pharisees.
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God is among you. 22 And he
said to the disciples: The days
will come, when you shall de-
sire to see one of the days of the
Son of Man and you shall not see
it. 23 And they shall say to you,
Look there, or, Look here. Do
not go, nor follow after them.
24 For as the lightning shines
from one part under the heaven
to the other part under heaven,
so shall the Son of Man be in his
day. 25 But first must he suffer
many things, and be rejected by
this generation.

26 And as it was in the days of
Noah, even so shall it also be
in the days of the Son of Man.
27 They ate, they drank, they mar-
ried, they were given in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered
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into the ark and the flood came
and destroyed them all. 28 Like-
wise even as it came to pass in the
days of Lot- they ate, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they plant-
ed, they built. 29 But in the day
that Lot went out from Sodom it
rained fire and brimstone from
heaven and destroyed them all.
30 After the same manner shall it
be in the day that the Son of Man
is revealed.

31'In that day, he that shall be
on the housetop with his goods in
the house, let him not go down to
take them away, and let him that
is in the field likewise not return
back. 32 Remember Lot’s wife!
33 Whoever shall seek to gain
his life shall lose it, but whoever
shall lose it shall preserve it.

17:27 Until the day- There is strong Biblical emphasis on the fact that the
flood began on the day Noah entered the ark. But Gen. 7:1,4 says that God
told Noah seven days before the flood came to enter the ark. But actually he
didn’t do this- he entered the very day the rain came. Why? Surely because
he was begging people to come into the ark- he was a preacher (2 Pet. 2:5).
Do our hearts desperately bleed for the people around us, as we await the
coming of Jesus?

17:32 Lot’s wife looked back behind her when she had been told not to. She
mourned the loss of her home and possessions. The command Lot received to
leave Sodom is therefore typical of the command we will receive to leave this
present situation and go to be with Christ in Jerusalem when He returns. If
we look back on this world with longing, we will share the judgment of this
world. Lot’s wife was turned to salt, which was also the punishment which
came upon the area around Sodom (Gen. 19:23; Dt. 29:23).
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3471 say to you: In that night
there shall be two men in one
bed. One shall be taken, and the
other shall be left. 35 There shall
be two women grinding together
at the mill; one shall be taken and
the other shall be left. 36 There
shall be two men in the field; one
shall be taken and the other shall
be left. 37 And they answered
and said to him: Where, Lord?
And he said to them: Where the
body is, there will also the eagles
gather together.

CHAPTER 18

Jesus teaches about prayer

And he spoke a parable to them,
that they should always pray and
not lose heart, saying: 2 There
was in a city a judge, who did not
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fear God and had no regard for
man. 3 And there was a widow
in that city; and she came often
to him, saying: Give me justice
against my adversary. 4 And for
a while he would not, but after-
ward he said to himself: Though
I neither fear God, nor regard
man, 5 yet because this widow
troubles me, I will give her jus-
tice, lest she wear me out by her
continual coming. ¢ And the Lord
said: Hear what the unrighteous
judge says. 7 And shall not God
give justice to His chosen, who
cry to Him day and night? Will
He be slow to help them? 8 I say
to you, that He will give justice
to them speedily. Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man comes,
shall he find faith on the earth?

17:37 Don’t worry where the judgment seat will be, or how we will get there.
We will get there as naturally as God makes the eagles go into the air and
come down where the carcass is.

18:3 The element of unreality in this parable is that a widow woman, with no
male to advocate for her, went directly to the judge. This speaks of the spir-
itual ambition which we should have in daring to continually pray to God;
and perhaps also indicates how approachable God is, even if prayer to God
Himself initially seems too wonderful an idea for us.

18:7 The apparent silence of God to our prayers is because of His patience
with us, not His deafness or indifference.

18:8 Shall He find faith on the earth?- 1t’s an open question. The context
speaks of how God answers prayer. The fact He does this should inspire faith.
But will there be such faith in the earth [maybe “land”, of Israel] on the eve
of Christ’s return?
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9 And he spoke also this parable
to some who trusted in them-
selves that they were righteous,
and treated others with contempt.
10 Two men went into the tem-
ple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus:
God, I thank you that I am not
as the rest of men, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this
tax collector. 121 fast twice in
the week, I give tithes of all that
[ get. 13 But the tax collector,
standing afar off, would not lift
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up so much as his eyes to heav-
en, but struck his breast, saying:
God, be merciful to me, the sin-
ner. 14 I say to you, this man went
home rendered righteous rather
than the other. For everyone that
exalts himself shall be humbled,
but he that humbles himself shall
be exalted.

“The tax collector... struck his
breast” 18:13

15 And they were bringing to
him even their babies, that he
should touch them; but when the
disciples saw it, they rebuked
them. 16 But Jesus called them
to him, saying: Permit the lit-
tle children to come to me, and

18:13 Struck his breast- The same Greek phrase is found only in the account
of how those who watched the crucifixion of Jesus struck their breasts (Lk.
23:48). Here in 18:13, striking the breast means contrition and repentance.
So it probably means the same in 23:48. Watching the death of Jesus brought
people to repentance. This is why when we remember the death of Jesus at
the breaking of bread service, we are naturally led to self-examination and
repentance (1 Cor. 11:28).

18:14 Rendered righteous- We are not righteous in ourselves; but we are
counted righteous by God through our being “in Christ” by baptism and con-
tinued faith in Him.
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do not forbid them. For to such
belongs the kingdom of God.
17 Truly 1 say to you, Whoever
shall not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he shall in
no way enter into it.

The rich ruler

18 And a certain ruler asked
him, saying: Good Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?
19 And Jesus said to him: Why do
you call me good? None is good,
save one- God! 20 You know the
commandments: Do not com-
mit adultery. Do not kill. Do not
steal. Do not bear false witness.
Honour your father and mother.
21 And he said: All these things
have I observed from my youth.
22 And when Jesus heard it, he
said to him: One thing you lack
yet. Sell all you have and dis-
tribute to the poor, and you shall
have treasure in heaven; and
come follow me. 23 But when he
heard these things, he became ex-
ceedingly sorrowful. For he was
very rich. 24 And Jesus looking
at him, said: How hard it shall be
for those that have riches to enter
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into the kingdom of God! 25 For
it is easier for a camel to enter in
through a needle’s eye, than for
a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of God. 26 And they that
heard it said: Then who can be
saved? 27 But he said: The things
which are impossible with men
are possible with God.

28 And Peter said: We have
left our own and followed you.
29 And he said to them: Truly
I say to you: There is no one
that has left house, or wife, or
brothers, or parents, or children,
for the kingdom of God’s sake,
30 who shall not receive many
times more in this time, and in
the age to come, eternal life.

The way to Jerusalem

31 And he took aside the twelve,
and said to them: We will go up
to Jerusalem, and all the things
that are written through the
prophets about the Son of Man
shall be accomplished. 32 For
he shall be delivered up to the
Gentiles, and shall be mocked
and shamefully treated, and spat
upon. 33 And they shall scourge

18:30 In this time- We receive these things in the church of God, through our
relationships with others in Christ. Christianity isn’t intended to be lived in

isolation from other believers.
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and kill him, and on the third day
he shall rise again. 34 And they
understood none of these things,
and this saying was hid from
them, and they did not under-
stand the things that were said.
35 And it came to pass, as he
drew near to Jericho, a certain
blind man sat by the way side
begging. 36 And hearing a crowd
going by, he inquired what this
meant. 37 And they told him,
that Jesus of Nazareth passes by.
38 And he cried, saying: Jesus,
you son of David, have mercy
on me! 39 And those who led the
way rebuked him, saying that he
should be quiet; but he cried out
all the more: You son of David,
have mercy on me! 40 And Jesus
stopped and commanded him
to be brought to him; and when
he came near, he asked him:
41 What do you want me to do
for you? And he said: Lord, that
I may receive my sight. 42 And
Jesus said to him: Receive your
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sight; your faith has made you
whole. 43 And immediately he
received his sight, and followed
him, glorifying God; and when
all the people saw it, they gave
praise to God.

CHAPTER 19

And he entered Jericho and was
passing through. 2And a man
named Zacchaeus, who was a
chief tax collector, and rich,
3 was seeking to see who Jesus
was; but on account of the crowd
he could not, because he was
small of stature. 4 And he ran
ahead and climbed up into a syc-
amore tree to see him, for he was
to pass that way. > And when Je-
sus came to the place, he looked
up and said to him: Zacchaeus,
make haste and come down, for
today I must stay at your house.
6 And he made haste and came
down, and received him joyfully.
7 And when they saw it, they all
murmured, saying: He is gone in

18:34 Note the repetition of the fact they didn’t understand. They had a psy-
chological barrier to the cross, just as we do in some ways- to share in the

cross of Jesus is so demanding.

19:7 Fellowshipping with sinners through eating with them was seen as very
wrong; the faithful Jew only fellowshipped with those who were “clean” and
apparently not associated with sin. Jesus’ radical policy showed the very op-
posite. There is no ‘guilt by association’; He fellowshipped with people in
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to lodge with a man that is a sin-
ner. 8 And Zacchaeus stood and
said to the Lord: Behold Lord,
half of my goods I give to the
poor, and if I have wrongfully
exacted something from anyone,
I restore fourfold. 9 And Jesus
said to him: Today salvation has
come to this house, as he also is
a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son
of Man came to seek and to save
that which was lost.

The parable of the minas

ITAnd as they heard these
things, he added and spoke a
parable, because he was near to
Jerusalem, and because they sup-
posed that the kingdom of God
was immediately to appear. 12 He
therefore said: A certain noble-
man went into a far country, to
receive for himself a kingdom
and then return. 13 And he called
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ten servants of his, gave them ten
minas and said to them: Trade
with this until T return. 14 But
his citizens hated him, and sent
a delegation after him, saying:
We do not want this man to reign
over us. 15 And it came to pass,
when he had returned, having re-
ceived the kingdom, that he com-
manded these servants to whom
he had given the money to be
called to him, that he might know
what they had gained by trading.
16 And the first came before him,
saying: Lord, your minas have
made ten minas more. 17 And he
said to him: Well done, you good
servant. Because you were found
faithful in a very little, have au-
thority over ten cities. 18 And the
second came, saying: Your mi-
nas, Lord, have made five minas.
19 And he said to him: And you
are to be over five cities. 20 And

order to bring them to Him, rather than only eating His bread with those who
had reached a certain standard.

19:9 He was a Jew (“son of Abraham”), but worked for the Romans col-
lecting taxes from the Jews. He would’ve been a very lonely, despised and
rejected person. These are the kinds of people who respond to Jesus.

19:17 Ten cities- There is an element of unreality in the parable of the pounds:
wise use of a few coins results in power over several cities. We are left to
imagine the men marvelling in disbelief at the reward given to them. They
expected at most just a few pounds to be given to them. And in their response
we see a picture of the almost disbelief of the faithful at their rewards.

19:20 He justifies himself by saying that he has “kept” the money, using the
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another came, saying: Lord, be-
hold, here is your mina, I kept
it laid away in a piece of cloth,
21 for 1 feared you, because you
are a hard man. You demand
what you did not deposit, and
reap that which you did not sow.
22 He said to him: Out of your
own mouth will T judge you,
you wicked servant. You thought
that [ am a hard man, demanding
back what I did not deposit, and
reaping that which I did not sow?
23 Why then did you not put my
money in the bank, that at my
coming I might have collected it
with interest? 24 And he said to
those that stood by: Take away
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from him the mina and give it
to him that has the ten minas.
25 And they said to him: Lord,
he has ten minas! 26 I say to you,
that to everyone that has, shall
be given, but from him that has
not, even that which he has shall
be taken away from him. 27 But
bring here my enemies, and slay
them before me, those who did
not want me to reign over them.

Jesus enters Jerusalem

28 And when he had said these
things, he went on ahead, going
up to Jerusalem. 29 And it came
to pass, when he drew near to
Bethphage and Bethany, at the

word elsewhere used about the need to keep or hold on to the doctrines of
the One Faith (1 Tim. 1:19; 3:9; 2 Tim. 1:13; Rev. 6:9). He had done this, he
had held on, he hadn’t left the faith. And he thought this was enough to bring
him to the Kingdom. But we must creatively use the basic gift of the Gospel
which we have been given.

19:23 Jesus will explain to the rejected how they might have entered eter-
nity. This will be quite enough mental torment and punishment. The Law
of Moses forbad Jews to lend money to other Jews for interest. Jesus was
telling His parables to Jews in a Jewish context. He’s saying: “Even if you
had done what was not the best, not the most obedient; but if you had done at
least something , 1 would’ve accepted you’. But the man thought Jesus was
a hard, grace-less man. Alternatively, Jesus may have meant: “You could at
least have given the Gospel to the Gentiles’.

19:25 Even those accepted into God’s Kingdom won’t understand everything
immediately. We will spend eternity eternally growing in the knowledge of
God and Jesus.

19:27 Slay them- The punishment for the rejected will be death, “the second
death” (Rev. 2:11); not eternal punishment of a conscious person.
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mount that is called Olivet, he
sent two of the disciples, 30 say-
ing: Go into the village in front
of you, where on entering you
will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever yet sat. Untie it
and bring it here. 3! And if any-
one asks you: Why do you untie
him? You are to say: The Lord
has need of him. 32 And they that
were sent went away and found
as he had said to them. 33 And as
they were untying the colt, the
owners of it said to them: Why
do you untie the colt? 34 And
they said: The Lord has need of
him. 35 And they brought it to
Jesus, and they threw their gar-
ments upon the colt and sat Je-
sus on it. 36 And as he went, they
spread their garments on the road.
37 And as he was now drawing
near, at the descent of the mount
of Olives, the whole crowd of
the disciples began to rejoice and
praise God with a loud voice for
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all the mighty works which they
had seen, saying: 38 Blessed is
the King that comes in the name
of the Lord! Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!

39 And some of the Pharisees
from the crowd said to him:
Teacher, rebuke your disciples.
40 And he answered and said: I
tell you, that if these shall hold
their peace, the stones will cry
out.

41 And when he drew near, he
saw the city and wept over it,
42 saying: If you had known in
this day, even you, the things
which belong to your peace! But
now they are hid from your eyes.
43 For the days shall come upon
you, when your enemies shall set
up a barricade around you, and
surround you, and hem you in
on every side, 44 and shall dash
you to the ground, and your chil-
dren within you; and they shall
not leave in you one stone upon

19:37 Now drawing near- The verb tenses and style here encourage us to
visualize Jesus ‘drawing near’. The Gospels often encourage us to play ‘Bi-
ble television’- to reconstruct how things happened as if the scene is playing

live before our eyes.

19:41 This was the city which would kill Him- He had predicted that “Jeru-
salem” would kill him (Lk. 13:33). And yet Jesus had a heart that bled for the
salvation of even His enemies and murderers. He so wished for their salva-
tion (Lk. 13:34). Do we have a heart that bleeds for this world?
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another. All this will happen be-
cause you did not perceive the
time of your visitation.

45 And he entered into the tem-
ple, and began to throw out those
that were selling there, 40 say-
ing to them: It is written: My
house shall be a house of prayer.
But you have made it a den of
thieves!

47 And he was teaching daily in
the temple. But the chief priests
and the scribes and the leading
men of the people sought to de-
stroy him. 48 But they could not
figure out what they might do,
because all the people so hung
upon his words.

CHAPTER 20

The question of authority

And it came to pass, on one of
the days he was teaching the
people in the temple and preach-
ing the gospel, there came to him
the chief priests and the scribes
with the elders. 2And they
spoke, saying to him: Tell us. By
what authority do you do these
things? Or, who is he that gave
you this authority? 3 And he an-
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swered and said to them: I also
will ask you a question. Now tell
me, 4 the baptism of John, was
it from heaven, or from men?
5 And they discussed it among
themselves, saying: If we shall
say from heaven, he will say,
why did you not believe him?
6 But if we shall say, from men,
all the people will stone us, for
they are persuaded that John was
a prophet. 7 And they answered
that they did not know. 8 And
Jesus said to them: Neither will
I tell you by what authority I do
these things.

The parable of the vineyard
9And he began to speak to
the people this parable: A man
planted a vineyard and rented it
to husbandmen, and went into
another country for a long time.
10 And when the time came, he
sent to the husbandmen a serv-
ant, that they should give him of
the fruit of the vineyard; but the
husbandmen beat him, and sent
him away empty handed. ! And
he sent yet another servant, and
him also they beat, and handled

20:9 The absentee landlords of Galilee were despised by all; and yet the Lord
uses one of them as a figure for Himself. Whenever we feel despised, we are

sharing in the sufferings of Jesus.
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him shamefully, and sent him
away empty handed. 12 And he
sent yet a third, and him also
they wounded and threw him out.
13 And the lord of the vineyard
said: What shall I do? I will send
my beloved son. It may be they
will respect him. 14 But when the
husbandmen saw him, they rea-
soned one with another, saying:
This is the heir! Let us kill him,
that the inheritance may be ours.
15 And they threw him out of the
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vineyard and killed him. What
therefore will the lord of the
vineyard do to them? 16 He will
come and destroy these husband-
men, and will give the vineyard
to others. And when they heard
it, they said: God forbid.

17But he looked upon them,
and said: What then is this that
is written: The stone which the
builders rejected, the same was
made the headstone of the cor-
ner? 18 Everyone that falls on

20:13 God sent His Son to Israel, hoping they would reverence Him. But
Isaiah 53 had prophesied that when Israel saw Him, they would see no beauty
in Him and crucify Him. Yet God restrained that knowledge, in His love and
positive hope for His people. God in a sense comes down to our level, rather
like you crouch down to speak with a child at their level, and seek to enter
into their limitations of perception, their language and outlook. Truly man is
not alone. God is with us.

20:15 The parable has a telling twist to it. Absentee landlords who had never
visited their land for ages, and found the people they sent to the property
beaten up, would usually just forget it. They wouldn’t bother. In the parable
which draws on this, the Lord asks what the landlord will do. The expected
answer was: ‘Not much. He got what he could, he was never bothered to
go there for years anyway’. But this landlord is odd. He keeps on sending
messengers when any other landlord would have given up or got mad ear-
lier on. But God’s patience through the prophets was likewise unusual. And
then, when the tenants thought they must surely be able to get away with it
because the Lord seemed so distant and out of touch... He suddenly comes
Himself in person and destroys them. He doesn’t hire a bunch of people to do
it. He comes in person, as the Lord will in judgment. And instead of decid-
ing he’d had his fingers burnt and giving up vineyards as a bad job, this Lord
gives the vineyard to others- He tries again. And so the Lord is doing with
the Gentiles.

20:18 We have a choice- to be broken in this life by falling upon the rock of
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that stone shall be broken to
pieces, but on whoever it shall
fall, it will grind him to dust.

The Jews try to catch out Jesus
19 And the scribes and the chief
priests sought to arrest him in
that very hour, but they feared
the people. For they perceived
that he spoke this parable against
them. 20 And they watched him
and sent out spies, who pre-
tended to be sincere, so that they
might catch him in something he
said; so as to deliver him up to
the authority and jurisdiction of
the Roman governor. 2! And they
asked him, saying: Teacher, we
know you say and teach rightly,
and show no favouritism to any
person, but in truth teach the way
of God. 221s it lawful for us to
give tribute to Caesar, or not?
23 But he perceived their crafti-
ness, and said to them: 24 Show
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me a denarius. Whose image and
superscription has it? And they
said: Caesar’s. 25 And he said
to them: Then render to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.
26 And they were not able to
catch him in what he said in the
presence of the people, so they
marvelled at his answer and held
their peace.

27 And there came to him cer-
tain of the Sadducees, they that
say that there is no resurrection.
28 And they asked him, say-
ing: Teacher, Moses wrote to
us, that if a man’s brother dies,
having a wife but he is childless,
his brother should take the wife
and raise up seed to his brother.
29 There were therefore seven
brothers; and the first took a wife
and died childless. 30 And the
second, 3! and the third took her,
and likewise the seventh also left

Christ, or to be broken by Him when He falls upon this earth in judgment.
We must be broken men and women one way or another, either now or then.
It’s so logical to choose to be broken now. But in spiritual matters, we’re not

logical in how we reason.

There is evidence within the text of the NT, in addition to church tradition,
which would suggest that memorizing Scripture was a common feature of the
early believers. A passage in Psalm 118 is referred to here in Lk. 20:18; and
also in Acts 4:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:6-8. One wonders if this was a proof
text which the early believers would have known by heart.
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no children, and died. 32 After-
ward the woman also died. 33 In
the resurrection, whose wife of
these shall she be? For the seven
had her as wife. 34 And Jesus
said to them: The children of
this world marry and are given in
marriage. 35 But they that are ac-
counted worthy to attain to that
world and the resurrection from
the dead, neither marry, nor are
given in marriage. 36 Neither can
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they die any more; for they are
equal to the angels, and are sons
of God, being sons of the resur-
rection. 37 But that the dead are
raised, even Moses showed, in
the passage about the bush, when
he called the Lord: The God of
Abraham and the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob. 38 Now He
is not the God of the dead, but of
the living. For all live to Him.

39 And certain of the scribes an-

20:36 Angels cannot die: “Death...does not lay hold of angels” (Heb. 2:16
Diaglott margin). If angels could sin, then those who are found worthy of re-
ward at Christ’s return will also still be able to sin. And seeing that sin brings
death (Rom. 6:23), they will therefore not have eternal life; if we have a pos-
sibility of sinning, we have the capability of dying. Thus to say angels can sin
makes God’s promise of eternal life meaningless, seeing that our reward is to
share the nature of the angels. The reference to “zhe angels” shows that there
is no categorization of angels as good or sinful; there is only one category of
angels. Dan. 12:3 says that the faithful will shine as the stars; and stars are as-
sociated with the Angels (Job 38:7). We will be made like Angels; and yet we
will be given immortal, sinless nature. Therefore, Angels can’t sin. Our hope
is to enter into the wonderful freedom of nature which the “Sons of God”, i.e.
the Angels, now share (Rom. 8:19).

20:37, 38 God is the God of Abraham here and now, even though Abraham
is dead and unconscious. Because the dead are unconscious, because our
memories of them fade and distort, we tend to think subconsciously that this
is how God too sees the dead believers. But “all live to him”, the souls under
the altar cry out to Him for vengeance; in other words, His constant, detailed
awareness of their characters provokes Him to act in world affairs even now
(Rev. 6:9; 20:4). The Heavenly Jerusalem with which we are associated in
Christ is composed of “the spirits (characters) of just men made perfect”
(Heb. 12:23). As we strive to develop a spiritual character now, our spirit
becomes associated with those pleasing characters (““ spirits”) who reached a
level of spiritual completion (“perfection”).



220

swering said: Teacher, you have
said well. 40 And after that they
dared not question him anymore.

41 And he said to them: Why do
they say that the Christ is Dav-
id’s son? 42 For David himself
said in the book of Psalms: The
Lord said to my Lord: Sit on My
right hand, 43 until I make your
enemies the footstool of your
feet. 44 David therefore calls him
Lord, so, how is he his son?

45 And in the hearing of all
the people, he said to his disci-
ples: 46 Beware of the scribes,
who desire to walk in long robes
and love greetings in the mar-
ketplaces, and chief seats in the
synagogues, and chief places at
feasts, 47 who devour widows’
houses and for a pretence make
long prayers. These shall receive
greater condemnation.

CHAPTER 21

And he looked up and saw the rich
men that were casting their gifts
into the treasury. 2 And he saw a
certain poor widow throwing in
there two small coins. 3 And he
said: Of a truth I say to you: This
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poor widow threw in more than
all of them. 4 For all these out of
their abundance have put in of-
ferings, but she out of her pov-
erty put in all she had to live on.

Jesus predicts the destruction of
the temple

5 And as some spoke of the tem-
ple, how it was adorned with
goodly stones and offerings, he
said: ¢ As for these things which
you behold, the days will come,
in which there shall not be left
here one stone upon another;
all shall be thrown down. 7 And
they asked him, saying: Teacher,
when shall these things be? And
what shall be the sign when these
things are about to happen?

8 And he said: Take heed you
are not led astray. For many shall
come in my name, saying: I am
he, and, The time is at hand. Do
not go after them. 9 And when
you shall hear of wars and revo-
lutions, do not be terrified. For
these things are necessary and
must happen first, but the end
will not be immediately. 10 Then
said he to them: Nation shall

21:8 Not led astray- This Greek phrase is extensively quoted later in the New
Testament concerning the need not be deceived by false teachers within the
church (1 Cor. 6:9; 15:33; Gal. 6:17; 2 Tim. 3:13).
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rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, !land there
shall be great earthquakes, and in
various places famines and pesti-
lences, and there shall be terrors
and great signs from heaven.

12 But more significantly than
all these things, they shall lay
their hands on you and shall
persecute you, delivering you
up to the synagogues and pris-
ons, bringing you before kings
and governors for my name’s
sake. 131t shall turn out to be
your opportunity to give a wit-
ness. 14 Settle it therefore in your
hearts, not to meditate before-
hand how to answer. !5 For [ will
give you the words and wisdom,
which all your adversaries shall
not be able to withstand or to
contradict. 16 But you shall be
delivered up even by your par-
ents and brothers and relatives
and friends, and they shall kill
some of you. 17 And you shall be
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hated of all men for my name’s
sake. 18 But not a hair of your
head shall perish. 19 In your pa-
tience, you shall win your souls.

20 But when you see Jerusa-
lem surrounded by armies, then
know that her desolation is at
hand. 2! Then let them that are in
Judea flee to the mountains, and
let them that are in the midst of
her depart, and do not let them
that are in the countryside enter
therein. 22 For these are days of
vengeance, that all things which
are written may be fulfilled.
23 Woe to them that are with
child in those days, and to those
nursing babies! For there shall be
great distress upon the land, and
wrath upon this people. 24 And
they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led captive
into all the nations, and Jerusa-
lem shall be trodden under foot
by the Gentiles, until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled.

21:13 God uses bad situations in order to give us an opportunity to witness
to others. When we ask “Why this?”- perhaps one of the reasons is so that we

might preach through it.

21:17 This hating by all men may imply a world-wide persecution.

21:24 The “times of the Gentiles” appears to refer to the time of Gentile op-
portunity to learn the Gospel, according to how Paul alludes to it in Rom.
11:25. So today is a great day of opportunity, to respond to and preach the
Gospel. The chance won’t always be there.
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25 And there shall be signs in
sun, moon and stars, and upon
the earth distress of nations, in
perplexity for the roaring of the
sea and the waves. 26 Men will
be fainting for fear in expecta-
tion of the things which are com-
ing on the world; for the powers
of the heavens shall be shaken.
27 And then shall they see the
Son of Man coming in a cloud,
with power and great glory.
28 But when these things begin
to happen, look up, lift up your
heads, because your redemption
draws near.

29 And he told them a parable:
Behold the fig tree and all the
trees. 30 When they shoot forth,
you see it, and know of your-
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selves that the summer is now
near. 31 Even so, you also, when
you see these things happening,
know that the kingdom of God is
near.

32 Truly I say to you: This gen-
eration shall not pass away un-
til all things are accomplished.
33 Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not
pass away.

34 But take heed to yourselves,
lest your hearts be weighed
down with partying, drunken-
ness, and cares of this life, and
that day come on you unexpect-
edly. 35 For so shall it come upon
all those that dwell on the face of
all the earth. 36 But watch con-
tinually, praying that you may

21:34 Why is there this warning, if the believers of the last days are to be
actively persecuted? This verse implies that the world will be in a materi-
ally prosperous state in the last days; it will be possible for us to become so
preoccupied with it that we do not prepare for the time of tribulation, so that
it comes as a sudden surprise. If “that day” is the day of Christ’s coming, then
it may be that by opting out of the persecution, we will be able to continue to
enjoy the materialism of the world, in which case we will be caught unawares
by the second coming. Thus while the saints are persecuted, the world enjoys
a time of prosperity as it did in the times of Lot and Noah.

21:36 In Greek, the verb ‘to watch’ is related to the noun ‘watch’, referring
to soldiers guarding something, or the period of guard duty. The idea behind
‘watching’ is definitely defensive rather than aggressive. Lk. 21:36 defines
watching as praying always, concentrating our faith upon the fact that ulti-
mately we will stand acceptably before the Lord Jesus at the day of judg-
ment, and by His grace be saved from the great judgments which will surely



LUKE 21:36-22:14

have strength to prevail against
all these things that are going to
take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.

37 And every day he was teach-
ing in the temple, and every night
he went and stayed on the mount
that is called Olivet. 38 And all
the people came early in the
morning to him in the temple, to
hear him.

CHAPTER 22

The last Passover

Now the feast of unleavened
bread drew near, which is called
the Passover. 2And the chief
priests and the scribes sought
how they might put him to death,
for they feared the people.

3 And Satan entered into Judas
who was called Iscariot, who was
one of the twelve. 4 And he went
away, and discussed with the
chief priests and captains how he
might betray him to them. 5 And
they were glad, and agreed to
give him money. ¢ And he con-
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sented, and looked for an oppor-
tunity to betray him to them in
the absence of the crowd.

7And the day of unleavened
bread came, on which the Passo-
ver must be sacrificed. 8 And he
sent Peter and John on an errand,
saying: Go and make prepara-
tions for us to eat the Passover.
9 And they asked him: Where
do you want us to prepare for it?
10 And he said to them: When
you enter into the city, there
you shall meet a man carrying
a pitcher of water. Follow him
into the house to which he goes.
11 And you shall say to the master
of the house: The Teacher says to
you: Where is the guest room,
in which I shall eat the Passover
with my disciples? 12And he
will show you a large furnished
upper room. There make ready.
13 And they went and found as
he had said to them, and they
made ready the Passover.

14 And when the hour had ar-
rived, he sat down with the apos-

come upon this world. The ideas of watching and praying often occur to-
gether (Mk. 14:38; Mt. 26:41; Eph. 6:18; 1 Pet. 4:7). Prayer for our forgive-
ness, for acceptance by our Lord, must therefore characterize our watching in

these last days.

22:10 Carrying water was women’s work. Jesus seemed to take special pleas-
ure in challenging the 1st century gender roles.
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tles. 15 And he said to them: I
have eagerly desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suf-
fer. 16 For I say to you, I shall not
eat it again until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.

17 And he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks, he said:
Take this and share it among
yourselves. 18 For I say to you, I
shall not drink of the fruit of the
vine from this time forward, until
the kingdom of God shall come.
19 And he took bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to them, saying: This
is my body which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of
me. 20 And the cup in like man-
ner after supper, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood,
which is poured out for you.

21 But behold, the hand of him
that betrays me is with me at
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this table. 22 For the Son of Man
indeed goes, as it has been de-
termined, but woe to that man
through whom he is betrayed!
23 And they began to question
among themselves, which of
them it was that should do this
thing.

24 And there arose also a dis-
pute among them, as to which
of them would be counted as
greatest. 25 And he said to them:
The kings of the Gentiles have
lordship over them, and they

22:16 When we break bread, we remember that we shall by grace do this
again with Jesus when He returns.

22:19 This is- The bread isn’t the actual body of Jesus; it “is” His body in the
sense that the bread represents His body.

22:20 The new covenant is God’s solemn set of promises to save us and give
us eternal life in His Kingdom on earth as He promised Abraham. That set of
promises were confirmed in the death of Jesus; whenever we take the cup we
remind ourselves of our participation in this great hope.

22:23 There was some self-examination at the first memorial meeting. There
should be every time we conduct the service (1 Cor. 11:28).
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that have authority over them
are called Benefactors. 26 But
you shall not be so, but he that
is the elder among you, let him
become as the younger, and
he that is chief, as he that does
serve. 27 For which is greater, he
that sits at the table, or he that
serves? Is not he that sits at the
table? But among you, I am he
that serves.

28 But you are those who have
stayed with me in my time of
trial. 29 And I appoint to you a
kingdom, even as my Father ap-
pointed me, 30 so that you may
eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom; and you shall sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes
of Israel.

31 And the Lord said: Simon,
Simon, Satan has asked for you
that he might sift you as wheat.
32But I prayed for you, that
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your faith should not fail; and
when you have been converted,
strengthen your brothers. 33 And
he said to him: Lord, with you
I am ready to go both to prison
and to death. 34 And he said: I
tell you Peter, the cock shall not
crow this day, until you shall
deny three times that you know
me.

35 And he said to them: When
I sent you out without purse and
wallet and shoes, did you lack
anything? And they said: Noth-
ing. 36 And he said to them: But
now, he that has a purse, let him
take it, and likewise a wallet, and
he that has none, let him sell his
cloak and buy a sword. 37 For I
tell you that this Scripture must
be fulfilled in me: And he was
numbered with the transgressors.
For what is written about me
must have its fulfilment. 38 And

22:28 Yet Jesus knew the disciples would run away and Peter would deny
Him. But He counted them as righteous; and He sees us so positively today,
for all our failings. Quite simply, because He loves us.

22:36 Buy a sword- But the Lord’s comment in v. 38 suggests He was being
sarcastic or ironic in commenting upon their collapse of faith and depend-
ence upon human strength. He wasn’t literally suggesting they buy swords-
in any case, He surely knew that they already had two swords with them
(V. 38). And when the disciples used those swords, Jesus sharply rebuked
them (:50,51 “No more of this!”). True Christians follow their Master in non-
violent resistance of evil and do not believe in the use of force even in a just
cause.
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they said: Lord, look, here are
two swords. And he said to them:
That is quite enough.

The prayer and arrest of Jesus
39 And he came out and went,
as his custom was, to the mount
of Olives; and the disciples fol-
lowed him. 40 And when he
came to the place, he said to
them: So you do not enter into
temptation, pray. 4! And he with-
drew from them about a stone’s
throw away, and knelt down and
prayed, 42 saying: Father, if You
be willing, remove this cup from
me. Nevertheless let not my will,
but Yours be done.

43 And there appeared to him an
angel from heaven, strengthen-
ing him. 44 And being in anguish
he prayed more earnestly, and
his sweat became as it were great
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drops of blood falling down upon
the ground.

45 And when he rose up from

his prayer, he went to the disci-
ples, and found them sleeping
from sorrow, 46 and said to them:
Why do you sleep? Get up and
pray, so that you will not enter
into temptation.
47 While he was still speaking,
there came a crowd, and the man
called Judas, one of the twelve,
was leading them. He drew near
to Jesus to kiss him. 48 But Jesus
said to him: Judas, do you betray
the Son of Man with a kiss?

49 And when they that were
about him saw what would fol-
low, they said: Lord, shall we
strike with the sword? 50 And a
certain one of them struck the
servant of the high priest and
cut off his right ear. 5! But Jesus

22:40 Prayer is our strength against temptation.

22:42 The wills of the Father and Son were different; therefore Jesus was not
God Himself in a Trinitarian sense.

22:44 This condition indicates Jesus was at the limits of nervous endurance.
He prayed to God at this time “with strong crying and tears” (Heb. 5:7). But
even now, Jesus intercedes for us in Heaven, praying to God with intense
groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom. 8:26). If He is so intensely pray-
ing for and with us, and offers our prayers to God with this intensity; then
our prayers should also be intense and focused. Be careful not to rattle off
the same old phrases in your prayers; put meaning into words; don’t let your
mind wander in prayer; pray out loud if necessary; and beware of only pray-
ing at night, warm in bed and drifting into sleep.
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said: No more of this! And he
touched his ear and healed him.

52 And Jesus said to the chief
priests and captains of the temple
and elders that had come against
him: Have you come as against a
robber, with swords and staves?
53 When I was with you daily in
the temple, you did not lay hands
on me. But this is your hour, and
the power of darkness.

Peter denies Jesus

54 And they seized him and led
him away, and brought him into
the high priest’s house. And Pe-
ter followed from a distance.
55 And when they had kindled a
fire in the middle of the court-
yard and had sat down together,
Peter sat among them. 36 And a
certain maid seeing him as he
sat in the light of the fire and
looking earnestly upon him,
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said: This man also was with
him. 57 But he denied it, say-
ing: Woman, I do not know him.
58 And after a little while another
person saw him and said: You
also are one of them. But Peter
said: Man, I am not. 39 And af-
ter the space of about one hour
another confidently affirmed,
saying: Of a truth, this man also
was with him. For he is a Galil-
ean. 60 But Peter said: Man, I do
not know what you say. And im-
mediately, as he spoke, the cock
crew. 61 And the Lord turned and
looked upon Peter. And Peter re-
membered the word of the Lord
that he had said to him: Before
the cock crow this day, you shall
deny me three times. 62 And he
went out and wept bitterly.

63 And the men that held Je-
sus mocked him and beat him.
64 And they blindfolded him and

22:54 High Priest’s house- About seven weeks later, Peter was standing may-
be 100 meters from this spot and powerfully persuading people to believe
in Christ. He converted more people in one day than anybody else ever is
recorded as doing. God used the repentant, public sinner- and very quickly
after his repentance. God loves to use humbled people.

22:57 Denied- Years later, Peter wrote that the worst possible category of
sin was to “even deny” the Lord Jesus (2 Pet. 2:1). Peter preached to others
and pastored his converts on the very basis that he had denied the Lord- and
repented of it. He often alludes to his failings in his preaching addresses. This
kind of thing is the very qualification which is required, rather than an appar-
ently sinless life which is in fact only hypocrisy.
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questioned him, saying: Proph-
esy- who is he that struck you?
65 And many other things they
spoke against him, reviling him.
66 And as soon as it was day,
the assembly of the elders of the
people was gathered together,
both chief priests and scribes;
and they led him away into their
council, saying: 67If you are
the Christ, tell us. But he said to
them: If I tell you, you will not
believe. 68 And if I ask you, you
will not answer. 69 But from this
time forward shall the Son of
Man be seated at the right hand
of the power of God. 70 And they
all said: Are you then the Son of
God? And he said to them: You
say that I am. 71 And they said:
What further testimony do we
need? For we ourselves have
heard it from his own mouth.

LUKE 22:64-23:6

CHAPTER 23
Jesus before Pilate and Herod
And the whole company of them
rose and brought him before Pi-
late. 2 And they began to accuse
him, saying: We found this man
perverting our nation and forbid-
ding giving tribute to Caesar, and
saying that he is Christ a king.
3 And Pilate asked him, saying:
Are you the King of the Jews?
And he answered them and said:
You say it. 4 And Pilate said to
the chief priests and the crowds:
I find no fault in this man. 5 But
they were the more urgent, say-
ing: He stirs up the people,
teaching throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee even to
this place.

6 But when Pilate heard it, he
asked whether the man were a
Galilean. 7 And when he knew

23:4 Do we feel that our conscience is so dysfunctional and our heart so
hardened in some places that nothing much can touch us and motivate us like
it used to? The cross can touch and transform the hardest and most damaged
heart. Apart from many real life examples around of this, consider the Bibli-
cal case of Pilate. Jewish and Roman historians paint a very different pic-
ture of Pilate than what we see in the Biblical record. Philo describes him as
“ruthless, stubborn and of cruel disposition”, famed for “frequent executions
without trial”. Why then does he come over in the Gospels as a man desper-
ately struggling with his conscience, to the extent that the Jewish crowds ma-
nipulate him to order the crucifixion of a man whom he genuinely believed to
be innocent? Surely because the person of the Lord Jesus and the awfulness
of putting the Son of God to death touched a conscience which appeared not



LUKE 23:6-23:25

that he was of Herod’s jurisdic-
tion, he sent him to Herod, who
himself also was at Jerusalem in
those days. 8 Now when Herod
saw Jesus, he was exceedingly
glad. For he had for a long time
been desirous to see him, because
he had heard about him, and he
hoped to see some miracle done
by him. 9 So he questioned him
at some length, but he made no
answer. 10 And the chief priests
and the scribes stood by, vehe-
mently accusing him. !l And
Herod with his soldiers treated
him with contempt and mocked
him, and dressing him in gor-
geous apparel, sent him back to
Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate
became friends with each other
that very day. For before they
had been enemies.

13 And Pilate called together the
chief priests and the rulers and
the people, 14 and said to them:
You brought to me this man, as
one that perverts the people; and
I, having examined him before
you, found no fault in this man
concerning those things of which
you accuse him. 15 Neither did
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Herod, for he sent him back to
us. Look, nothing deserving
death has been done by him. 16 I
will therefore chastise him and
release him 17 (for it was nec-
essary for him to release one to
them at the feast). 18 But they
cried out all together, saying,
Away with this man, and release
to us Barabbas 19 (one who had
been cast into prison for an insur-
rection in the city, and for mur-
der). 20 And Pilate spoke to them
again, desiring to release Jesus.
21 But they shouted, saying:
Crucify, crucify him! 22 And he
said to them the third time: Why!
What evil has this man done? I
have found no cause of death
in him. I will therefore punish
him and release him. 23 But they
were insistent with loud voices,
asking that he might be cruci-
fied. And their voices prevailed.
24 And Pilate gave sentence that
what they asked for should be
done. 25 And he released the man
who had been thrown into prison
for insurrection and murder, for
whom they asked, but he deliv-
ered Jesus over to their will.

to even exist. If the whole drama of the death of Jesus could touch the con-
science and personality of even Pilate, it can touch each of us.
23:12 The forces of evil often unite against the righteous.
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The crucifixion
26 And when they led him away,
they laid hold upon one Simon of
Cyrene, coming from the coun-
try, and laid on him the cross, to
carry it after Jesus.

27And a great crowd of the
people followed him, and wom-
en mourned and wailed for him.
28 But Jesus turning to them,
said: Daughters of Jerusalem,
weep not for me, but weep for
yourselves and for your chil-
dren. 29 For the days are coming
in which they shall say: Blessed
are the barren, wombs that never
bore, and breasts which never

LUKE 23:26-23:34

nursed! 30 Then shall they begin
to say to the mountains: Fall on
us, and to the hills: Cover us.
31 For if they do these things in
the green tree, what shall be done
in the dry?

32 And two others, both crimi-
nals, were led out with him to be
executed. 33 And when they came
to the place which is called The
Skull, there they crucified him,
and the criminals, one on the right
hand and the other on the left.
34 And Jesus said: Father, for-
give them. For they do not know
what they do. And they divided
up his clothes by casting lots.

23:26 Simon is a Greek name, and the names of his sons are Greco-Roman.
The way he is described as “coming out of the field” (Gk.) could imply that
he was working, doing what was improper on a feast day, because he was
a Gentile. It could be that he simply lived and worked near Jerusalem, he
wasn’t a religious guy, and like Saul out looking for lost cattle, he was going
some place else, just as we were... until the Lord as it were arrested him with
the message of the cross.

23:34 In His final sufferings, Jesus often mentions the Fatherhood of God
(Lk. 22:42; 23:34,46; Mt. 26:39,42,44). That God is “our Father” is a comfort
in our times of trial.

The pain and difficulty of speech in the position of crucifixion was such that
it is apparent that the Lord meant us to hear and meditate upon the words He
uttered from the cross. It would have been far easier for Him to have prayed
those words to Himself, within His own thoughts; but instead He made the
effort to speak them out loud. It should inspire a similar effort in us to com-
municate with others when we feel like retreating into ourselves; to comfort
them with our forgiveness; to pray for our enemies.

Divided up his clothes- Such petty materialism in the presence of the cross of
Jesus was and is pathetic.
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36 And the soldiers also mocked
him, coming to him offering
vinegar, and saying: 37 If you
are the King of the Jews, save
yourself. 38 And there was also a
written notice above him: This is
the King of the Jews.

39 And one of the criminals that
hung there hurled insults at him,
saying: Are not you the Christ?
Save yourself and us. 40 But the
other answered, and rebuking
him said: Do you not even fear
God, seeing you have the same
judgment? 4! But we indeed just-
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“They crucified him, and the
criminals” 23:33
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35 And the people stood watch-
ing. And the rulers also scoffed
at him, saying: He saved others.
Let him save himself if he is

ly. For we receive the due reward
of our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong. 42 And he
said: Jesus, remember me when

the Christ of God, His chosen!

you come in your kingdom.

23:42 The command to be baptised into Christ’s death and resurrection was
given affer Christ’s resurrection (Mk. 16:15,16). The thief couldn’t have
been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection before those things had oc-
curred. The thief asked Jesus to remember him for good, when Jesus returned
“in” his Kingdom (RSV). The thief was therefore not ignorant of the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God which Jesus had been preaching (Mt. 4:23). He knew
that there would be a judgment day at the establishment of that Kingdom,
and therefore he asked Jesus, whom he knew would rise from the dead to
eventually be the judge on that day, to remember him for good. The thief was
certainly not ignorant; he recognised that salvation in the day of resurrection
and judgment would be pronounced from the lips of Christ. Jesus replied that
the thief would be with him in “Paradise”. This Greek word always refers to
an ideal situation upon earth. It is used concerning the restored Garden of
Eden which will be seen in the future Kingdom of God on the earth (Rev.
2:7). Christ and the thief did not go to the Kingdom that day. Jesus went to
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43 And he said to him: Truly, I
can say to you today right now,
that you will indeed be with me
in Paradise.

44 And it was now about the
sixth hour; and a darkness came
over the whole land until the
ninth hour, 43 the sun’s light fail-
ing; and the veil of the temple
was torn in the middle. 46 And
Jesus, crying with a loud voice,
said: Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit. And hav-
ing said this, he breathed his
last. 47 And when the centurion
saw what was done, he glorified
God, saying: Certainly this was a
righteous man.

48 And all the crowds that came
together to this sight, when they
saw the things that were done,
returned, striking their breasts.

The burial of Jesus

49 And all his acquaintances, and
the women that had followed him
from Galilee, stood at a distance
watching these things. 50 And a
man named Joseph, who was a

LUKE 23:43-24:2

member of the Council, a good
and righteous man 5! (he had not
consented to their decision and
deed), a man of Arimathaea, a
city of the Jews, who was looking
for the kingdom of God, 52 this
man went to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus. 53 And he took
it down and wrapped it in a linen
cloth, and laid him in a tomb that
was hewn in stone, where never
man had yet been laid. 54 And it
was the day of the preparation;
and the Sabbath drew on.

55 And the women, who had
come with him out of Galilee,
followed and saw the tomb, and
how his body was laid. 56 And
they returned and prepared spic-
es and ointments. And on the
Sabbath they rested according to
the commandment.

CHAPTER 24

The resurrection

And on the first day of the week,
at early dawn, they came to the
tomb, bringing the spices which
they had prepared. 2 And they

the grave (Acts 2:32; Mt. 12:40). The thief was asking for Jesus to remember
him for good at the day of judgment; he was aware that he was responsible,
and would appear there. But Jesus gave him the marvellous reassurance —
‘I can tell you right now! You don’t have to wait until then to find out my
verdict upon you — you will be with me in the Kingdom!’.
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found the stone rolled away from
the tomb. 3 And they entered
in, and did not find the body of
the Lord Jesus. 4 And it came to
pass, while they were wonder-
ing about this, two men stood by
them in dazzling apparel. 5 And
as they were frightened and
bowed their faces to the ground,
the men said to them: Why do
you seek the living among the
dead? 6 He is not here, but is
risen! Remember in what way he
spoke to you when he was still in
Galilee, 7 saying that the Son of
Man must be delivered up into
the hands of sinful men, and be
crucified, and the third day rise
again. 8 And they remembered
his words, 9 and returned from
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the tomb and told all these things
to the eleven, and to all the oth-
ers.

10 Now they were Mary
Magdalene and Joanna and Mary
the mother of James, and the
other women with them, who
told these things to the apostles.
11 And these words appeared in
their sight as idle talk, and they
disbelieved them. 12 But Peter
rose and ran to the tomb; and
stooping and looking in, he saw
the linen cloths by themselves;
and he departed to his home,
wondering about what had hap-
pened.

Jesus appears to His followers

13 And two of them were going
that very day to a village named
Emmaus, which was sixty fur-
longs from Jerusalem. 14 And
they discussed with each other
about all the things which had
happened. 15 And it came to pass,
while they talked and questioned

24:11, 12 The Gospels emphasize the disciples’ disbelief and slowness to un-
derstand the clear predictions of Jesus about His death and resurrection. Yet
the Gospel records are transcripts of the apostles’ preaching, and they climax
in an appeal to believe the Gospel. This urgent appeal was made by the lips of
men who had just confessed how slow they had themselves been to respond.
But that integrity and humility was what gave their appeal such power and

persuasion.
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together, that Jesus himself drew
near and went with them. 16 But
their eyes were kept from rec-
ognizing him. 17 And he said to
them: What communications are
these you have one with another
as you walk? And they stood
still, looking sad. 18 And one of
them, named Cleopas, answering
said to him: Do you live alone in
Jerusalem, and therefore do not
know the things which have hap-
pened there recently? 19 And he
said to them: What things? And
they told him the things concern-
ing Jesus the Nazarene, that he
was a prophet, mighty in deed
and word before God and all
the people; 20 and how the chief
priests and our rulers delivered
him up to be condemned to death
and crucified him. 2! But we had
hoped that it was he who should
redeem Israel. Moreover besides
all this, it is now the third day
since these things came to pass.
22 Further, certain women of
our company amazed us, having
been early at the tomb. 23 And
when they did not find his body,
they came, saying that they had

LUKE 24:15-24:31

also seen a vision of angels, who
said that he was alive. 24 And
some of them that were with us
went to the tomb, and found it
even as the women had said. But
him they saw not.

25And he said to them: O
foolish men and slow of heart
to believe in all that the proph-
ets have spoken! 26 Was it not
necessary that the Christ suffer
these things and so enter into his
glory? 27 And beginning from
Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted for them from all the
scriptures, the things concerning
himself.

28 And they drew near to the
village where they were going,
and he made as though he would
go further. 29 And they urged
him, saying: Stay with us, for it
is toward evening and the day is
now far spent. And he went in to
stay with them. 30 And it came to
pass, when he had sat down with
them to eat, he took the bread,
and blessing and breaking it, he
gave to them. 31 And their eyes
were opened, and they knew
him; and he vanished out of their

24:31 God does open and close our understanding. Let’s be patient with those
whose eyes are still closed. There was a time when we too ‘didn’t get it’.
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sight. 32 And they said to each
other: Was not our heart burning
within us, while he spoke to us
on the road, while he opened up
the scriptures to us?

33 And they rose up that very
hour and returned to Jerusalem
and found the eleven gathered
together, and those that were
with them, 34 saying: The Lord
has indeed risen, and has ap-
peared to Simon! 35 And they
told the things that had happened
on the road, and how he was
known to them by the breaking
of the bread.

36 And as they spoke these
things, he stood in the midst of
them, and said to them: Peace to
you! 37 But they were terrified
and afraid, and supposed that
they saw a ghost. 38 And he said
to them: Why are you disturbed?
And why do questions arise in
your heart? 39 See my hands and
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my feet, that it is I myself. Han-
dle me and see! For a ghost has
not flesh and bones, as you see
me having. 40 And when he had
said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. 4! And while
they still disbelieved for joy and
wondered, he said to them: Have
you here anything to eat? 42 And
they gave him a piece of a boiled
fish. 43 And he took it and ate be-
fore them.

44 And he said to them: These
are my words which I spoke to
you while I was yet with you, that
all things necessary be fulfilled
which are written in the law of
Moses and the prophets and the
Psalms concerning me. 45 Then
opened he their mind so that they
might understand the scriptures.
46 And he said to them: Thus it
is written, that the Christ should
suffer, and rise again from the
dead the third day, 47 and that

24:35 By the breaking of bread- Perhaps this means that the body language of
Jesus as He broke bread after His resurrection was identical with that which
He had in His human life before that. Resurrection and receiving Divine na-
ture won’t change us unrecognizably; we will recognize each other. We per-
sonally shall be saved through resurrection; what died shall revive and be

immortalized.

24:39 Ghosts and immortal souls don’t exist in reality. But Jesus reasoned
with them on the basis of their wrong understanding, to lead them to the cru-
cial conviction that He personally was alive.
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repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name
to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem. 48 You are wit-
nesses of these things. 49 And 1
will send to you what my Father
has promised; but stay in the city
until you have been clothed with
power from on high

50 And he led them out until

LUKE 24:47-24:53

they were as far as Bethany, and
he lifted up his hands and bless-
ed them. 51 And it came to pass,
while he blessed them, he parted
from them and was carried up
into heaven. 32 And they did
homage to him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and
were continually in the temple,
praising God.
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CHAPTER 1 towards God, and the word was
Prologue: The word becomes Divine. 2 This existed, in the be-
flesh ginning, with God. 3 All things

n the beginning was the word | created came into existence
{logos}, and the word was | on account of it; and without it

1:1 “The Word” cannot refer directly to a person, because a person cannot
be “with God” and yet be God at the same time. The Greek word ‘logos’
which is translated “word” here, does not in itself mean ‘Jesus’. It is usually
translated as “word”, but also as:-

e Account * Preaching
* Cause * Reason

* Communication » Saying

* Doctrine + Tidings

e Intent

‘Logos’ can strictly refer to the inner thought which is expressed outwardly
in words. In the beginning God had this ‘logos’. This singular purpose was
centred in Christ. Christ in person was not “the word”; it was God’s plan of
salvation through Christ which was “the word”. ‘Logos’ (“the Word”) is very
often used concerning the Gospel about Christ — e.g. “the word of Christ”
(Col. 3:16; cp. Matt. 13:19; John 5:24; Acts 19:10; 1 Thess. 1:8). Notice that
the ‘logos’ is about Christ, rather than him personally. When Christ was born,
this “word” was turned into a flesh and blood form — “the word was made
flesh” (John 1:14). Jesus personally was ‘the word made flesh’ rather than
“the word”; he personally became “the word” through his birth of Mary, rath-
er than at any time previously.

The plan, or message, about Christ was with God in the beginning, but was
openly revealed in the person of Christ, and the preaching of the Gospel about
him in the first century. Thus God spoke His word to us through Christ (Heb.
1:1,2); he thereby fulfilled the prophecy concerning himself, “I will open my
mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the
foundation of the world” (Matt. 13:35). It was in this sense that “the word
was with God...in the beginning”, to be “made flesh” at Christ’s birth.

“The Word Was God”

Our plans and thoughts are fundamentally us. “As (a man) thinks in his heart,
s0 is he” (Prov. 23:7), and as God thinks, so is He. Thus God’s word or think-
ing is God: “the word was God”. Because of this parallelisms like Ps.29:8
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nothing created came into exist-
ence. 4 In it was life, and that life
was the light of men. 5 This light
shines in the darkness, but the
darkness cannot understand it.

6 It happened that a man of God
was sent. His name was John.
7 This one came as a witness to
testify about the light, so that all
might believe in the light. 8 John
was not the light, but was sent
that he might testify concerning
the light- 9 the true light, who by
coming into the world enlightens
every man.

10 He was in the world, and
though the world had originated
on account of him, the world rec-
ognised him not. 11 He came to
his own people, and they of his
own people rejected him. 12 But
whoever accepts him, those who

JOHN 1:3-1:18

believe in his name, to them he
gave the right to become chil-
dren of God. 13 These were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God. 14 For this, the word
became flesh, and indwelt among
us (and we beheld his glory, the
glory of the only begotten from
the Father), full of grace and
truth.

15 John testifies of him and
cries out, saying: This was he of
whom I said: He that comes after
me is ranked above me! For he
was senior to me.

16 Of his fullness we all re-
ceived, with grace upon grace.
17 For the law was given through
Moses, but grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one
has seen God at any time; the

are common: “The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes
the wilderness”. Because of this, God’s Word is spoken of as if it is God
Himself. Thus we are told concerning the Word, “All things were made by
Him” (John 1:3). However “God created” all things by His word of com-
mand (Gen. 1:1). It is evident from Gen. 1 that God was the Creator, through
His word, rather than Christ personally. It was the word which is described
as making all things, rather than Christ personally (John 1:1-3). “By the word
of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them (i.e. the stars) by
the breath of his mouth... he spake, and it was done” (Ps. 33:6,9).

God’s word being His creative power, He used it in the begettal of Jesus in
Mary’s womb. The Word, God’s plan put into operation by His Holy Spirit
(Luke 1:35), brought about Christ’s conception. Mary recognized this in her
response to the news about her forthcoming conception of Christ: “Be it unto
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only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, he has made
Him known.

The ministry of John

19 And this is the witness of
John, when the Jews sent from
Jerusalem priests and Levites
to ask him: Who are you? 20 He
confessed, he did not deny, but
confessed: I am not the Christ!
21 And they asked him: What
then? Are you Elijah? And he
said: I am not. Are you the
prophet? And he answered: No.
22 They replied to him: Who are
you? Give us an answer to take
back to those who sent us. How
do you describe yourself? 23 John
replied in the words of Isaiah the
prophet: I am the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: Make
straight the way of the Lord.

24 These priests and Levites
had been sent from the Phari-
sees. 25 Again they asked him:
Why then do you baptize, if you
are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor
the prophet? 26 John answered: 1
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baptize in water; but in the midst
of you stands one whom you do
not know. 27 He that comes after
me, his shoelace I am not worthy
to untie. 28 This incident took
place in Bethany on the other
side of the Jordan, where John
was baptizing.

29 The next day he saw Jesus
coming towards him, and he
said: Behold! The Lamb of God
that takes away the sin of the
world! 30 This is he of whom I
said: After me comes a man who
is ranked above me. For he was
senior to me. 31 T did not perceive
him, but so he should be made
manifest to Israel, for this reason
I come baptizing in water.

32 And John testified, saying: I
have beheld the Spirit descend-
ing as a dove out of heaven, and
it remained upon him. 33 T would
not have perceived him except
He that sent me to baptize in
water, He had said to me: Upon
whomsoever you shall see the
Spirit descend and remain upon
him, the same is he that baptizes

me according to Your word” (Luke 1:38). When Christ was born, all of God’s
Word/Spirit was expressed in the person of Jesus Christ.

“In the beginning was the Word” probably comments on the Jewish concept
that the Torah (the five books of Moses) existed before creation. Jn. 1:1-3 is
saying that the important thing to appreciate is that those words of God proph-
esied about Jesus; God’s plan about him existed before creation (cp. Lk. 1:70).
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in the Holy Spirit. 34 I have seen
and have testified that this is the
Son of God.

35 The next day John was stand-
ing with two of his disciples.
36 And he watched Jesus as he
walked and said: Behold! The
Lamb of God! 37 And the two
disciples, hearing him speak,
followed after Jesus. 38 Jesus
turned around, and observing
they were following him, said
to them: What do you seek?
And they replied: Rabbi (we
would say Teacher). Where are
you staying? 39 He said to them:
Come, and you shall see. They
went therefore, and saw where
he stayed; and they stayed with
him that day. It was about the
tenth hour.

The calling of the disciples

40 One of the two that had heard
John and had followed Jesus was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
41 The first thing he did was to find
his brother Simon; and he said to
him: We have found the Mes-
siah (we would say Christ). 42 He
took him to Jesus. Jesus looked at
him and said: You are Simon the
son of John. You shall be called
Cephas (we call him Peter).

JOHN 1:33-1:49

43 The next day Jesus decided
to go into Galilee; and he found
Philip. Jesus said to him: Fol-
low me. 44 Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter. 45 Philip found Natha-
nael and said to him: We have
found him, of whom Moses in
the law and the prophets wrote!
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph. 46 And Nathanael said
to him: Can anything good come
out of Nazareth? Philip said to
him: Come and see. 47 Jesus saw
Nathanael coming towards him,
and said of him: Behold, a true
Israelite in whom is no deceit!
48 Nathanael said to him: How is
it you know me? Jesus answered:
Before Philip called you, when
you were under the fig tree, I saw
you. 49 Nathanael answered him:

W29y
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“When you were under the fig
tree, | saw you” 1:48
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Rabbi, you are the Son of God.
You are King of Israel. 50 Jesus
replied: Because I said to you: I
saw you underneath the fig tree-
do you believe? You shall see
greater things than these! 51 And
he said to him: Truly, truly, I say
to you. You shall see the heaven
opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man.

CHAPTER 2
Jesus turns water into wine
On the third day there was a
marriage in Cana of Galilee. The
mother of Jesus was there; 2 Je-
sus and his disciples were also
invited to the marriage. 3 When
they ran out of wine, the mother
of Jesus said to him: They have
no wine! 4Jesus said to her:
Woman, what have I to do with
you? My hour is not yet come.
5 His mother said to the servants:
Whatever he commands you, do
it! 6 Nearby there were six stone
waterpots, placed there for the
Jewish custom of purifications,
each holding 75 to 115 litres.
7 Jesus said to them: Fill the
waterpots with water. And they
filled them to the brim.

8 And he said to them: Now
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draw some out and take it to
the master of the feast. So they
took it. 9 When the master of
the feast tasted the water which
had now become wine, and not
knowing where it came from
(but the servants that had drawn
the water knew), he called to the
bridegroom, 10 and said to him:
Everyone serves good wine first,
and when all have drunk freely,
serves something inferior. But
you have kept the good wine un-
til now!

11 This, the first of his signs,
Jesus did in Cana of Galilee,
thereby revealing his glory; and
his disciples believed in him.

Jesus purges the temple

12 After this he went down to
Capernaum, he and his mother
and brothers and disciples; and
there they stayed for a few days.
13 The Passover of the Jews was
at that time; and Jesus went to
Jerusalem. 14 And he found in
the temple those that sold oxen
and sheep and doves, and the
money changers sitting at their
tables. 15 He made a whip out of
cords and drove them all, with the
sheep and oxen, out of the temple;
and he poured out the coins of the
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money changers and overturned
their tables. 16 To them that sold
the doves he said: Take these
things away! Do not make my
Father’s house a market. 17 His
disciples remembered that it was
written: Zeal for Your house shall
consume me. 18 The Jews there-
fore answered and said to him:
What sign will you show us, see-
ing you do these things? 19 Je-
sus answered and said to them:
Destroy this temple and in three
days I will raise it up. 20 The Jews
replied: Forty six years was this
temple in building, and will you
raise it up in three days? 2! But he
spoke of the temple of his body.
22 When he was raised from the
dead, his disciples remembered
that he spoke this, and they be-
lieved the scripture, and the word
which Jesus had spoken.

23 Now when he was in Jerusa-
lem at the Passover, during the
feast, many believed in his name
when they saw the signs which
he did. 24 But Jesus would not
entrust himself to them, for he
understood mankind, 25 and be-

JOHN 2:15-3:7

cause he did not need any testi-
mony concerning himself from
any human being. For he under-
stood what was in man.

CHAPTER 3

Jesus and Nicodemus

Now there was a man of the
Pharisees, named Nicodemus,
a ruler of the Jews. 2 The same
came to him by night, and said
to him: Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher come from God.
For no one can do the signs you
do, except God be with him.
3 Jesus answered and said to
him: Truly, truly, I say to you:
Except one be born anew, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.
4 Nicodemus said to him: How
can a man be born when he is
old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother’s womb and be
born? 5 Jesus answered: Truly,
truly, I say to you: Except one is
born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of
God! ¢ That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do

2:25 Understood- Jesus knew how fickle people are, how quickly they
change. His understanding of humanity is because He Himself was human.

3:5 Here we see the importance of water baptism. But of itself, it’s not
enough- we must be spiritually reborn by the action of God’s word within
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not marvel at what I said to you:
You must be born anew. 8 The
wind blows where it wills, and
you hear its sound, but do not
know from where it comes and
where it goes. So is every one
that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said
to him: How can these things
be? 10 Jesus answered and said
to him: Are you the teacher of
Israel and yet do not understand
these things? ! Truly, truly, I say
to you: We speak that which we
know and testify of that which
we have seen; and you do not
welcome our witness. 12 If [ told
you earthly things and you do not
believe, how shall you believe if
I tell you heavenly things?
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13No one has ascended into
heaven, but he that descended
from heaven, the Son of Man,
who is in heaven. 14 As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up; !5 that whoever
believes may in him have eternal
life.

16 For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish, but have
eternal life. 17 For God did not
send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the
world should be saved through
him.

18 He that believes in him is
not condemned. He that does

us (1 Pet. 1:23) if we are to enter the Kingdom of God when Jesus returns.
Baptism is therefore very important. Contact the publishers if you would like
to be baptized.

3:13 ‘Ascent’ and ‘descent’ here aren’t being used literally. John’s Gospel
uses very symbolic terms. Jesus was conceived within Mary, He was “begot-
ten”- He ‘began’- as a foetus within His mother. Either He literally floated
down through the clouds from Heaven to earth- or we must understand ‘de-
scending’ from Heaven as meaning that He was born on earth but sent by
God.

3:14 The serpent was a symbol of sin. Yet it also represents Jesus. On the
cross, Jesus was identified very strongly with sinful people, even though He
never sinned. He is ‘one’ with us who are sinners, the sinner’s friend who
doesn’t just turn away from sin but touches and identifies with it in order to
cleanse it.

3:14 /n Him- Gk. ‘into Him’. We believe ‘into’ Jesus by believing and being
baptized into Jesus.
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not believe has been condemned
already, because he has not be-
lieved in the name of the only
begotten Son of God. 19 And this
is the ground of condemnation,
that the light has come into the
world, and men loved the dark-
ness rather than the light- for
their works were evil. 20 For
every one that does evil hates the
light, and does not come to the
light, in case his works should be
reproved. 2! But he that does the
truth comes to the light, that his
works may be revealed, that they
have been done in God.

Jesus and John the Baptist
22 After these things came Jesus
and his disciples into the land of
Judea; and there he stayed with
them and baptized. 23 And John
also was baptizing in Aenon
near to Salim, because there was
much water there; and people
came to be baptized. 24 For John
had not then been thrown into
prison.

25 Then there arose a dispute
between some of John’s disciples

JOHN 3:18-3:34

and the Jews about purification.
26 And they came to John, and
said to him: Rabbi, he that was
with you on the other side of the
Jordan, to whom you have testi-
fied, behold, the same baptizes,
and all men come to him. 27 John
answered and said: A man can re-
ceive nothing unless it has been
given to him from heaven. 28 You
yourselves can testify that I said:
I am not the Christ, but that I am
sent before him. 29 He that has
the bride is the bridegroom; but
the friend of the bridegroom, that
stands by and hears him, rejoices
greatly because of the bride-
groom’s voice. In this my joy is
made full. 30 He must increase
but I must decrease.

31 He that comes from above is
above all. He that is of the earth
is of the earth, and of the earth
he speaks. He that comes from
heaven is above all. 32 What he
has seen and heard, of that he
testifies; and no one receives his
witness. 33 He that has received
his witness has certified that God
is true. 34 For he whom God has

3:21 If we feel sinners, we needn’t be depressed. This is a result of being in

the light.

3:23 Baptism is immersion in water, not sprinkling- hence it required “much

water”.
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sent speaks the words of God; for
He does not give him the Spirit
by measure. 35 The Father loves
the Son and has given all things
into his hand. 36 He that believes
on the Son has eternal life; but he
that does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God
remains upon him.

CHAPTER 4

Jesus converts a Samaritan
woman

When therefore the Lord knew
that the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus was making and baptizing
more disciples than John 2 (al-
though Jesus himself did not
baptize but his disciples), 3 he
left Judea and departed again
into Galilee. 41t was necessary
for him to pass through Samaria.
5So he came to the city of Sa-
maria called Sychar, near to the
parcel of ground which Jacob
gave his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s
well was also there. Jesus, be-
ing tired from his journey, sat
tired by the well. It was about the
sixth hour. 7 A woman of Samar-
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ia came to draw water, and Jesus
said to her: Give me a drink.

8 His disciples had gone into
the city to buy food. 9 The Sa-
maritan woman replied to him:
How is it that you, being a Jew,
ask me, a Samaritan woman, for
a drink? (For Jews have no deal-
ings with Samaritans). 10 Jesus
answered and said to her: If you
knew the gift of God, and who
it is that said to you: Give me a
drink, you would have asked of
him and he would have given
you living water. 11 The woman
said to him: Sir, you have noth-
ing to draw with and the well
is deep. From where then have
you that living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well and drank
from it himself, as did his sons
and his cattle? 13 Jesus answered
and said to her: Every one that
drinks of this water shall thirst
again, 14 but whoever drinks of
the water that I shall give him,
shall never thirst. The water that
I shall give him shall become in
him a well of water, springing

4:6 Jesus’ needing to drink and becoming tired, needing to rest, all indicate

His humanity. He wasn’t God Himself.

4:14 If we truly believe, we will become a well of water of life to other peo-
ple. We can become the source of eternal life to people- in that we are the
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up to eternal life. 15 The woman
said to him: Sir, give me this wa-
ter, that I do not thirst ever again,
nor come all the way here to get
water.

16 Jesus said to her: Go, call
your husband and come back
here. 17 The woman answered
and said to him: I have no hus-
band. Jesus said to her: You said
well that you have no husband,
18 for you have had five hus-
bands; and he whom you now
have is not your husband. This
you have said truthfully. 19 The
woman said to him: Sir, I per-
ceive that you are a prophet.
20 Qur fathers worshiped in this
mountain, and you say that in Je-
rusalem is the place where men
ought to worship. 2! Jesus said
to her: Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming, when neither in

JOHN 4:14-4:27

this mountain, nor in Jerusalem,
shall you worship the Father.
22You worship that which you
do not know. We worship what
we know. For salvation is from
the Jews. 23 But the hour comes
and now is, when true worshipers
shall worship the Father in spirit
and truth; for such worshipers
are who the Father seeks. 24 God
is Spirit, and they that worship
Him must worship in spirit and
truth. 25 The woman said to him:
I know that the Messiah is com-
ing (he that is called Christ).
When he comes, he will declare
to us all things. 26 Jesus said to
her: I that speak to you am he.

27 And upon this scene came his
disciples, and they marvelled that
he was speaking with a woman.
Yet no one said: What are you
seeking? Or, Why do you speak

source of their contact with Christ. This means we should witness to people
urgently and directly, knowing that we can give people the eternal life which
otherwise they wouldn’t have.

4:22 People can go through the psychology and feeling of worship- but it’s
not real worship.

4:24 God is Spirit in the sense that He is identified with His Spirit. God Him-
self is a personal being, not an abstract puff of ‘spirit’ blowing around. God
“is” a consuming fire; He is revealed through the fire of His judgment, but
this doesn’t mean that God equals fire and fire equals God. And the same with
Him as Spirit.

4:27 Jewish religious leaders didn’t speak to women, nor Samaritans; nor
did they teach the Bible to women; nor would they be alone in a woman’s



JOHN 4:27-4:41

with her? 28 So the woman left
her waterpot and went away into
the city, and said to the people:
29 Come, see a man who told me
all things that I have ever done.
Can this be the Christ? 30 They
went out of the city and came to
him.

31 In the meantime the disciples
pleaded with him, saying: Rabbi,
eat. 32 But he said to them: I
have food to eat that you do not
know. 33 The disciples queried
each other: Has anyone brought
him something to eat? 34 Jesus
said to them: My food is to do
the will of Him that sent me and
to accomplish His work.

35Do you not say: There are
yet four months and then comes
the harvest? Behold, I say to you,
Lift up your eyes and look on the
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fields, that they are white, ready
to harvest. 36 He that reaps re-
ceives wages, and gathers fruit to
everlasting life; that he that sows
and he that reaps may rejoice to-
gether. 37 For herein is the say-
ing true: One sows and another
reaps. 381 sent you to harvest
that upon which you have not
laboured; others have laboured,
and you are taking over their la-
bour.

39 And from that city many
of the Samaritans believed in
him because of the word of the
woman, who testified: He told
me all things that I have ever
done. 40 So when the Samari-
tans came to him, they pleaded
with him to stay with them; and
he stayed there two days. 4! And
many more believed because of

company. Jesus was clearly not worried about gossip or His “image”- He
intended to reach out to the marginal and despised.

4:29 It’s quite natural to tell others of our experience of Christ. The Gospels
are full of people doing this.

4:32 Having a stimulating, unexpected conversation about the Lord with
someone takes away our awareness of our tiredness and material problems.
Preaching is for our benefit and blessing too.

4:39 All things- All her sins. On the basis of accepting her sinfulness she
could witness to the people in a non-threatening way. Some people believe in
Christ because of the word of a preacher; others believe in Him directly (v.
42). In some cases, therefore, we have the ability to bring a person to Christ;
if we don’t do our part, they will not be saved. In this sense Paul can write to
people and claim that they owed him their salvation.
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his word. 42 And they said to the
woman: Now we believe, not
because of your speaking; for
we have heard for ourselves and
know that this is indeed the Sav-
iour of the world.

Jesus returns to Galilee

43 And after two days he left for
Galilee. 44 Jesus himself had
testified that a prophet has no
honour in his own country. 45 So
when he came into Galilee, the
Galileans welcomed him, hav-
ing seen all the things that he had
done in Jerusalem at the feast.
For they also had gone up to the
feast.

46 He came again to Cana of
Galilee, where he made the wa-
ter wine. And there was a certain
nobleman, whose son was sick at
Capernaum. 47 When he heard
that Jesus had come out of Judea
into Galilee, he went to him and
pleaded that he would come to
Capernaum and heal his son. For
his son was at the point of death.
48 Jesus replied to him: Except
you see signs and wonders, you
will in no way believe. 49 The
nobleman said to him: Sir, come

JOHN 4:41-4:54

before my child dies. 50 Jesus
said to him: Go your way. Your
son lives. The man believed the
word that Jesus spoke to him,
and he went his way. 5! And as
he was going home, his serv-
ants met him, saying that his son
lived. 52 So he inquired of them
the hour when he began to get
better. They replied to him: Yes-
terday at the seventh hour the fe-
ver left him. 53 The father knew
that that was the hour when Jesus
had said to him: Your son lives.
And so he and his household be-
lieved.

54 This was the second sign
that Jesus did, when he had gone
from Judea to Galilee.
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“Go your way” 4:50

4:53 Believed- But he is described as having “believed” the word of Jesus
already, in v. 50. There are different levels of faith and conversion.
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CHAPTER 5

Jesus heals a lame man

After these things there was a
feast of the Jews; and Jesus went
up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is
in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a
pool, which is called in Hebrew
Bethesda, having five porches.
3In these lay a crowd of those
who were sick, blind, lame, para-
lysed, waiting for the moving of
the water. 4 For an angel of the
Lord went down at certain sea-
sons into the pool and disturbed
the water. Whoever was first to
step into the pool, after the wa-
ters were disturbed, was healed
of whatever disease he had. 5 One
man there had been ill for thirty
eight years. 6 When Jesus saw
him lying there, knowing he had
been there a long time, he said to
him: Would you be made whole?
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7 The sick man answered him: Sir,
I have no one to put me into the
pool when the water is disturbed.
As I approach someone else steps
in front of me. 8 Jesus said to him:
Arise, take up your bed and walk.
9 And straightway the man was
made whole and took up his bed
and walked. Now it was the Sab-
bath on that day.

10 So the Jews said to him who
had been cured: It is the Sabbath;
it is not lawful for you to carry
your bed. !l But he answered
them: He that made me whole,
the same said to me: Take up
your bed and walk. 12 They asked
him: Who is the man that said to
you: Take up your bed and walk?
13 But the man who was healed
did not know who it was, for
Jesus had slipped away while
there was a crowd in that place

5:2 There is- Jerusalem was destroyed in AD70. The present tense indicates
that John’s Gospel was written before AD70- not generations after the events,
as wrongly claimed by Bible critics.

5:8 Jesus didn’t criticize the man for believing in a myth about an Angel
touching water. Instead, Jesus focused the man upon the simple reality- that
God alone through His Son can heal. We need to be patient with those who
have wrong understandings and believe groundless myths; and gently re-fo-
cus them upon the simple truths of the Gospel.

5:13 Some of those Jesus cured didn’t have any faith in Jesus- this man didn’t
even know Jesus” Name. This shows what it means to really be able to do
miracles by the Holy Spirit- even ignorant unbelievers could be healed. This
contrasts with the false claims of many ‘faith healers’ in Christian churches



250

14 Afterwards, Jesus found him
in the temple and said to him:
Look, you are made whole. Sin
no more, lest a worse thing befall
you. 15 The man went away and
told the Jews that it was Jesus
who had made him whole.

Jesus comments upon His
relationship with God

16 And for this cause the Jews
persecuted Jesus, because he
did these things on the Sabbath.
17 But Jesus answered them: My
Father works even until now and
therefore T also work. 18 For this
cause the Jews sought the more
to kill him, because he not only
broke the Sabbath law, but he
called God his own Father, mak-
ing himself seem like God.

19 Jesus therefore answered and
said to them: Truly, truly, I say
to you: The Son can do nothing

JOHN 5:14-5:24

of himself but only what he sees
the Father doing. For whatever
works He does, these the Son
does in like manner. 20 For the
Father loves the Son and shows
him all things that Himself does;
and greater works than these will
He show him, that you may mar-
vel. 21 For as the Father raises the
dead and gives them life, even so
the Son also gives life to whom
he will. 22 For neither does the
Father judge anyone, but He has
given all judgment to the Son,
23 that all may honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father.
He that does not honour the Son
does not honour the Father that
sent him.

24 Truly, truly, I say to you: He
that hears my word and believes
Him that sent me has eternal life,
and comes not into condemna-
tion, but has passed out of death

today, who claim they have Holy Spirit gifts, but can only claim to heal those
who have faith.

5:18, 19 Jesus answers their misunderstanding that He was claiming equality
with God by making some statements that for all time end any question about
whether Jesus is equal with God. He states clearly that He can do nothing of
Himself, His power is only from God and not of Himself; and His will is not
that of His Father (v. 30).

5:24 We have eternal life in the sense that we can live now the kind of life
which we will eternally live in God’s Kingdom. We will die, be unconscious,
but be raised to stand before Jesus at His return, and by His grace live eter-
nally in God’s Kingdom on earth.
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into life. 25 Truly, truly, I say to
you: The hour comes and now
is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God; and they
that hear shall live. 26 For as the
Father has life in Himself, so He
has given the Son life in himself.

27 And He has given him author-
ity to execute judgment, because
he is a Son of Man. 28 Marvel
not at this! For the hour comes,
in which all that are in the tombs
shall hear his voice, 29 and shall
come forth; they that have done
good, to the resurrection of life,
and they that have done evil, to
the resurrection of condemna-
tion. 30 I can of myself do noth-
ing. As I hear, I judge; and my
judgment is righteous, because
I seek not my own will, but the
will of Him that sent me.

3UIF testify of myself, my wit-
ness is not true. 32 It is another
that testifies of me; and I know
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that the witness which He testi-
fies of me is true. 33 You asked
John the Baptist, and he has tes-
tified to the truth. 34 Not that the
testimony that I receive is from
man; but [ say these things so that
you may be saved. 35 He was the
lamp that burns and shines, and
you were willing to rejoice for
a period in his light. 36 But the
witness which I have is greater
than that of John. For the works
which the Father has given me to
accomplish, the very works that
I do, testify that the Father has
sent me. 37 And the Father that
sent me, He has testified of me.
You have neither heard His voice
at any time, nor seen His shape.
38 And you do not have His word
dwelling in you, for you do not
believe the one whom He has
sent. 39 You search the scrip-
tures, because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and

5:27 Because the Lord Jesus had our human nature He is therefore qualified
to be our judge at the last day.

5:29 We receive eternal life at the resurrection, when Jesus returns. We don’t
have immortality naturally within ourselves, in the form of some ‘immor-
tal soul’. This isn’t a Biblical idea. The resurrection is very important in the
process of salvation. Therefore it’s also important to identify ourselves with
the death and resurrection of Jesus through baptism, so that we too will liter-
ally be resurrected and share in His eternal life at His return.

5:37 God sent Jesus. He that sends is superior to and different from Him that
is sent (Jn. 13:16). Jesus isn’t God.
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these are they which testify of
me; 40 but you will not come to
me, so that you may have life.

41T receive not glory from
men. 42 But I know that you do
not have the love of God in your
hearts. 43 1 come in my Father’s
Name, and you do not accept
me. If another shall come in his
own name, you will accept him.
44 How can you believe, you
who accept praise from each oth-
er, but do not seek the praise that
comes from the only God? 45 Do
not think that I will accuse you
to the Father. There is one that
accuses you, Moses, on whom
you have set your hope. 46 For if
you believed Moses, you would
believe me. For he wrote of me.
47 But if you do not believe his
writings, how shall you believe
my words?

CHAPTER 6

Jesus feeds 5000 men

After these things Jesus went
away to the other side of the

JOHN 5:39-6:10

Sea of Galilee, which is the sea
of Tiberias. 2 And a great crowd
followed him, because they saw
the signs which he performed on
those that were sick. 3 And Jesus
went up into the mountain, and
there he sat with his disciples.
4 Now the Passover, the feast of
the Jews, was at hand. 5 Jesus
therefore lifting up his eyes, and
seeing that a great crowd came
to him, said to Philip: Where are
we to buy bread that these may
eat? 6 And this he said to test
him. For he knew what he would
do. 7 Philip answered him: Two
hundred denarii worth of bread
is not sufficient for them, that
every one may take a little.
8 One of his disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to
him: 9 There is a lad here, who
has five barley loaves and two
fishes; but what are these among
so many? 10 Jesus said: Make the
people sit down. Now there was
much grass in the place. So the
men sat down, in number about

5:39, 40 It’s possible to read the Bible a lot but never truly come to Jesus. To
study the Bible but not have the living word / voice of God abiding in us (v.
38). We should be Christ-centric more than Bible-centric.

5:43 Jesus as God’s Son carried His Father’s Name. The Name of God is es-
sentially His attributes and character; and Jesus showed these to perfection.
But we shouldn’t misunderstand this to mean that Jesus is God Himself in
person, just because He carries His Father’s Name.
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five thousand. 1! Jesus there-
fore took the loaves and having
given thanks, he distributed them
to those that were sitting down.
Likewise also the fishes, as much
as they could eat. 12 And when
they were filled, he said to his
disciples: Gather up the bro-
ken pieces which remain over,
so nothing goes to waste. 13 So
they gathered them up, and filled
twelve baskets with fragments
from the five barley loaves which
were left over by those who had
eaten.

14 When the people saw the sign
which he did, they said: This is
of a truth the prophet that comes
into the world! 15 So Jesus, per-
ceiving that they were intending
to come and take him by force to
make him king, withdrew again
to the mountain by himself.
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16 And when evening came,
his disciples went down to the
sea. 17 And they entered into a
boat and were going over by sea
to Capernaum. And it was now
dark, and Jesus had not yet come
to them. 18 And the sea was ris-
ing because of a great wind that
blew. 19 When therefore they had
rowed about five or six kilome-
tres, they saw Jesus walking on
the sea and drawing near to the
boat; and they were afraid. 20 But
he said to them: It is I! Be not
afraid! 2! Then they were will-
ing to take him into the boat, and
immediately the boat was at the
land to which they were going.
220n the next day the people
who remained on the other side
of the sea noticed that there had
been only one boat there, and
that Jesus had not entered the
boat with his disciples, but that
his disciples had gone away
alone. 23 (Some boats from Tibe-
rias landed near the place where
the people had eaten the bread
after the Lord had given thanks).
24 When the crowd saw that Je-

6:14 The sign or miracle which Jesus did left people with no option but to
believe. The miracles claimed by the Pentecostal movement today are highly
disputable and therefore don’t have the same effect. Whatever phenomena
their ‘healings’ reflect, it’s not proof they possess the Holy Spirit gifts.
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sus was not there, nor his disci-
ples, they got into the boats and
went to Capernaum, seeking Je-
sus. 25 And when they found him
on the other side of the sea, they
said to him: Rabbi, when did you
come here? 26 Jesus answered
them and said: Truly, truly, I say
to you: You seek me, not because
you saw signs, but because you
ate of the loaves and were filled.

Bread from Heaven

27 Do not labour for the food
that perishes, but for the food
that endures to eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give to you.
For on him God the Father has
set His seal of approval. 28 They
replied to him: What must we
do, that we may work the works
of God? 29 Jesus answered and
said to them: This is the work

JOHN 6:24-6:35

of God- that you believe in him
whom He has sent.

30 They replied to him: What
then will you do for a sign, so
that we may see and believe
you? What work will you do?
31 Qur fathers ate the manna
in the wilderness; as it is writ-
ten: He gave them bread out of
heaven to eat. 32 Jesus replied to
them: Truly, truly, I say to you: It
was not Moses that gave you the
bread out of heaven, but my Fa-
ther; who now gives you the true
bread out of heaven. 33 For the
bread of God is that which comes
down out of heaven and gives
life to the world. 34 They replied
to him: Lord, always give us this
bread. 35 Jesus said to them: I am
the bread of life. He that comes
to me shall not hunger, and he
that believes on me shall never

6:26 Some people show an interest in our message just because of a hope that
they will get some material benefit. Jesus didn’t refuse to assist these people;
but He made it clear that He realized what was going on.

6:30 Jesus had just miraculously fed these people and they still wouldn’t be-
lieve and sought for yet more signs from Him. The faith produced by the mir-
acle in v. 14 was therefore not very long lived. It is by hearing and respond-
ing to the word of Jesus that we can have a deep and lasting faith, rather than
from seeing ‘miracles’.

6:33 Jesus compares Himself to the manna. The manna ‘came down’ from
God in the sense that it was from God. It didn’t literally float down from
Heaven to earth through the atmosphere, it was created on earth. And so with
Jesus. He didn’t exist as a person before He was born.
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thirst. 36 But I say to you: That
you have seen me, and still you
do not believe. 37 All that the
Father gives me shall come to
me, and him that comes to me
I will in no way reject. 38 For I
came down from Heaven, not to
do my own will, but the will of
Him that sent me. 39 And this is
the will of Him that sent me, that
of all which He has given me I
should lose nothing, but should
raise it up at the last day. 40 For
this is the will of my Father: That
every one that sees the Son and
believes in him, should have
eternal life; and I will raise him
up at the last day.

41 The Jews therefore mur-
mured concerning him, because
he said: I am the bread which
came down out of Heaven.
42 And they said: Is this not Je-
sus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know?
How does he now say, I came
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down out of Heaven? 43 Jesus
answered and said to them: Mur-
mur not among yourselves. 44 No
one can come to me, except the
Father that sent me draws him;
and I will raise him up in the last
day. 45 It is written in the proph-
ets: And they shall all be taught
by God. Everyone therefore who
has heard and learned from the
Father comes to me.

46 Not that anyone has seen the
Father, save he that is from God,
he has seen the Father. 47 Truly,
truly, I say to you: He that be-
lieves has eternal life. 481 am
the bread of life. 4% Your fathers
ate the manna in the wilder-
ness, and they died. 50 This is
the bread which comes down out
of heaven, that a man may eat
thereof and not die. 5! I am the
living bread which came down
out of Heaven. If anyone eats of
this bread, he shall live forever.
Yes! The bread which I will give

6:42 Although Jesus was perfect, He never omitted any act of righteousness
nor committed any sin, the people amongst whom He lived for 30 years didn’t
think He was anything special. This shows the humility of Jesus, and how He
successfully hid His righteousness rather than did anything to display it to
others. In this we have another window onto His perfection.

6:51 After their ‘baptism’ in the Red Sea, God’s people walked through the
wilderness fed only by manna (1 Cor. 10:1,2). After our baptisms, we too
walk through the wilderness, eating the manna daily- taking strength from
Jesus, His word and His sacrifice for us.
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is my flesh — given for the life of
the world.

52 The Jews therefore argued
with each other, saying: How can
this man give us his flesh to eat?
53 Jesus replied to them: Truly,
truly, 1 say to you: Except you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood, you do not
have life in yourselves. 54 He
that eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up at the last day. 55 For
my flesh is the true food, and my
blood is the true drink. 36 He
that eats my flesh and drinks my
blood abides in me and I in him.
57 As the living Father sent me,
and I live because of the Father,
so he that eats me, he also shall

JOHN 6:51-6:63

live because of me. 58 This is the
bread which came down out of
Heaven. Not as the fathers ate
and died; he that eats this bread
shall live forever.

59 These things said he in the
synagogue, while teaching in
Capernaum. 60 Many there-
fore of his disciples, when they
heard this, said: This is a hard
saying; who can hear it? 61 But
Jesus, knowing in himself that
his disciples murmured at this,
said to them: Does this cause
you to stumble? 62 What then if
you should see the Son of Man
ascending where he was before?
63 1t is the spirit that gives life.
The flesh profits nothing. The
words that I have spoken to you

6:53 This may be a reference to the huge importance of breaking bread in
memory of Jesus- the bread represents His flesh, the wine represents His
blood.

6:60 To drink blood was abhorrent to Jewish people. Jesus chose this con-
troversial way of speaking in order to make people chose between Him, and
their surrounding religious culture. We can’t follow His words, and also the
surrounding culture and networks of thinking.

6:62 “Before” refers to where He was “before” He began to ‘come down’ to
them in revealing Himself as God’s Son (:41,42). He’s saying: ‘So would you
prefer me to just go back to how I was when I lived amongst you in Nazareth,
the incognito Son of God, no teaching, no miracles?’.

6:63 The words of God and Jesus are “Spirit” in the sense that they are in-
spired, or in-spirit-ed, with and by the Spirit of God. All Scripture is inspired
(2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). We are born again of the Spirit (Jn. 3:5), and yet
also by the word of God (1 Pet. 1:23). God’s Spirit works in us in many ways,
one of them is through His word.
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are spirit, and are life. 64 But
there are some of you that do
not believe. For Jesus knew
from the beginning who they
were that did not believe, and
who it was that would betray
him. 65 And he said: For this
cause have I said to you, that no
one can came to me, except it be
given to him of the Father.

66 Upon this many of his dis-
ciples withdrew, and no longer
walked with him. 67 Jesus asked
the twelve: Would you also go
away? ©8 Simon Peter answered
him: Lord, to whom shall we
20? You have the words of eter-
nal life. © And we have believed
and know that you are the Holy
One of God. 70 Jesus answered
them: Did not I choose you the
twelve, and one of you is a dev-
il? 71 Now he spoke of Judas,
the son of Simon Iscariot; for he
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was the one of those twelve who
would betray him.

CHAPTER 7

The feast of tabernacles

And after these things Jesus
walked in Galilee; for he would
not walk in Judea, because the
Jews sought to kill him. 2 Now
the feast of the Jews, the feast of
tabernacles, was at hand. 3 His
brothers said to him: Depart
from here and go into Judea,
so your disciples may also see
the works you do. 4 For no one
does anything in secret while he
seeks to be known openly. If you
do these things, manifest your-
self to the world. 5 For even his
brothers did not believe in him.
6 Jesus replied to them: My time
is not yet come; but your time is
always ready. 7 The world can-
not hate you, but it hates me,

6:64 Jesus knew about Judas but still was hurt when the betrayal happened,
and even “trusted” him (Ps. 41:9; Jn. 13:18). The Lord Jesus had human na-
ture; and it is part of our nature to know something on one level, and yet for
love’s sake we choose not to know it.

6:69 We have believed- Jesus responded by saying that one of them would be-
tray Him (v. 70). He knew that these believers in Him had too positive a view
of themselves as a community. The church today must bear this in mind.

7:3 Jesus was rejected by His family; He knows how we feel when this hap-
pens to us for His sake.

7:7 The testimony of Jesus against this world wasn’t very overt; it wasn’t in
the words He spoke, at least not those recorded in the Gospels. His testimony
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because I testify of it, that its
works are evil. 8 You go up to the
feast. I will not be going up to
this feast, because my time is not
yet fulfilled. 9 And having said
these things to them, he stayed in
Galilee.

10 But when his brothers had
gone to the feast, then he also
went to it, not publicly but as
it were in secret. !l The Jews
searched for him at the feast, and
asked: Where is he? 12 And there
was much murmuring among the
crowds concerning him. Some
said: He is a good man. Oth-
ers said: Not so. He deceives
the people. 13 Yet no one spoke
openly about him for fear of the
Jews.

Jesus teaches at the feast

14 When the feast was half way
through, Jesus went into the tem-
ple and taught. 15 The Jews mar-
velled, saying: How is it that this
man has learning, when he has

JOHN 7:7-7:23

never had an education? 16 Je-
sus answered them and said: My
teaching is not mine, but His that
sent me. 17 If anyone wills to do
His will, he shall know of this
teaching, whether it is of God, or
I speak from myself. 18 He that
speaks from himself seeks his
own glory; but he that seeks the
glory of Him that sent him, the
same is true, and no unrighteous-
ness is in him.

19 Did not Moses give you the
law and yet none of you does
the law? Why do you seek to
kill me? 20 The crowd answered:
You are crazy! Who seeks to kill
you? 21 Jesus answered and said
to them: I did one work and you
all marvel because of it! 22 Mo-
ses has given you circumcision
(not that it is of Moses but of the
fathers) and on the Sabbath you
circumcise a man. 23 If a man
receives circumcision on the
Sabbath, so that the law of Mo-
ses may not be broken, are you

was perhaps in His perfect life, in His caring for and saving those whom this
world ignored, despised and destroyed. Our testimony also is more in our ac-
tions and personalities than in specific words of testimony.

7:20 You have a demon!- This was the language of the day for saying ‘You
are mad!’, and should not be taken literally.

7:23 Sometimes we have to break one command or principle in order to keep
another. God has arranged things in this way so that we think carefully about
the meaning of our actions and the reason for our obedience to Him.
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angry with me, because I made
a man completely whole on the
Sabbath? 24 Judge not according
to appearance, but judge right-
eous judgment.

25 Therefore, some of those
from Jerusalem asked: Is this
not he whom they seek to kill?
26 And lo, he speaks openly and
they say nothing to him. Can it
be that the rulers indeed know
that this is the Christ? 27 Howev-
er we know from where this man
is; but when the Christ comes,
no one knows from where he is.
28 Therefore Jesus cried out in
the temple, teaching and saying:
You both know me, and know
from where I am, and that I have
not come of myself. But He that
sent me is true, whom you do not
know. 29 I know Him, because |
am from Him, and He sent me.
30 Therefore they sought to take
him, but no one laid his hand on
him- because his hour had not yet
come. 3! But of the crowd many
believed in him; and they said:

259

When the Christ comes, will he
do more signs than those which
this man has done?

32 The Pharisees heard the
crowd murmuring these things
concerning him, and the chief
priests and the Pharisees sent
officers to take him. 33 Jesus re-
plied: Yet a little while am I with
you, and then I go to Him that
sent me. 34 You shall seek me,
and shall not find me; and where
I am, you cannot come. 35 The
Jews queried among themselves:
Where will this man go that we
shall not find him? Will he go to
the diaspora among the Gentiles,
and teach the Gentiles? 3¢ What
is his meaning when he said: You
shall seek me and shall not find
me; and, Where I am, you cannot
come?

37 Now on the last day, the great
day of the feast, Jesus stood and
cried, saying: If anyone thirsts,
let him came to me and drink.
38 He that believes on me, as the
scripture has said: From within

7:34 There’s a hard logic here- we either seek Him now when we can find
Him, or we will seek Him like the foolish girls of Mt. 25:11 will do- when

it’s all too late.

7:35, 36 It must’ve been so frustrating for Jesus to be so constantly mis-
understood; His words and ideas were continually understood within differ-
ent frames of reference and worldviews. When we experience the same, we

know that He can empathize with us.
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him shall flow rivers of living
water. 39 He spoke of the Spirit,
which they that believed in him
were to receive. For the Spirit
had not yet been received, as Je-
sus had not yet been glorified.

40 Therefore some of the crowd,
when they heard these words,
said: This is truly the prophet!
41 Others said: This is the Christ.
But some said: What! Does the
Christ come out of Galilee?
42 Has not the scripture said that
the Christ comes of the seed of
David and from Bethlehem, the
village where David was born?
43 So there arose a division in the
crowd because of him. 44 And
some of them would have taken
him; but no one laid hands on
him.

JOHN 7:38-7:52

45 The officers went to the chief
priests and Pharisees, who asked
them: Why did you not bring
him? 46 The officers answered:
Never has a man spoken like this
man! 47 The Pharisees therefore
answered them: Are you also led
astray? 48 Have any of the rul-
ers believed in him, or any of
the Pharisees? 49 But this rabble,
which does not know the law,
are accursed! 50 Nicodemus (he
that had earlier come to him by
night, being one of them) 51 said
to them: Does our law judge a
man without first giving him a
hearing and knowing what he
is doing? 52 They answered and
said to him: Are you also of Gal-
ilee? Search the scrolls and you
will see, that no prophet is to rise

7:38 Living water- The Jewish hearers would’ve associated this with the Old
Testament teaching that “living water” was to be used to cleanse lepers; and
that “living water” would flow out of the temple to heal the world (Lev. 14:6;
Ez. 47:1-9). We are to be the source of cleansing for others- which means
we are intended to communicate our faith to them. And we, rather than any
physical religious building, are to be the source of new life and cleansing for
the world.

7:48 The fact the great and learned of this world haven’t believed in Christ
is no reason not to. Fact is, the minority are in the right. “How can so many
be wrong?” really begs the answer: “Quite easily, according to the Bible and
also human experience”.

7:50 Nicodemus sets us a good example of speaking up for Jesus in the midst
of secular society which has no time for Him, even if it means being mocked
and despised.
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from Galilee. 53 At that, each of
them went home.

CHAPTER 8

A woman taken in adultery
Jesus went to the Mount of Ol-
ives. 2 And early in the morning
he again went into the temple,
and all the people came to him;
and he sat down and taught
them. 3 And the scribes and the
Pharisees brought a woman
caught in the act of adultery; and
having placed her before him,
4 they said to him: Teacher. This
woman has been caught in the
very act of adultery! 5 Now, in
the Law, Moses commanded us
to stone such women. So what
do you say? ¢ And this they said
to test him, so they might have
some reason to accuse him. But
Jesus stooped down, and with his
finger wrote on the ground. 7 But
when they continued asking him,
he stood up and said to them: He
that is without sin among you, let
him first cast a stone at her. 8 And
again he stooped down and with
his finger wrote on the ground.

261

9 And they, when they heard it,
went out one by one, beginning
from the eldest, to the last; and
Jesus was left alone with the
woman, with her still standing
in the middle. 10 And Jesus stood
up and said to her: Woman!
Where are your accusers? Did
no one condemn you? !l And she
said: No one, Lord. And Jesus
said: Neither do I condemn you.
Go your way. From this time for-
ward, sin no more.

?

11

“Neither do | condemn you...
sin no more” 8:11

8:3 If they caught her in the act, then where was the man?
8:6 What did He write? Their sins? Or did He just doodle in the dust from
sheer male embarrassment at being in the presence of a naked woman who

clearly respected and loved Him?
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Controversy with the Jews

12 Again Jesus spoke to the
crowd, saying: I am the light of
the world. He that follows me
shall not walk in the darkness
but shall have the light of life.
13 The Pharisees replied to him:
You testify of yourself. Your
witness is not true. 14 Jesus an-
swered and said to them: Even
if I testify of myself, my witness
is true. For I know from where I
came and where [ go; but you do
not know where I come from, nor
where I go to. 15 You judge after
the flesh. T judge no one. 16 Yet
even if I do judge, my judgment
is true, for it is not I alone that
judge, but I and He who sent me
17 Even in your law it is written,
that the witness of two men is
true. 181 am he that testifies of
myself; and the Father that sent
me testifies of me. 19 They re-

JOHN 8:12-8:25

plied to him: Where is your Fa-
ther? Jesus answered: You know
neither me, nor my Father. If you
knew me, you would know my
Father also.

20 These words spoke he in
the treasury, as he taught in the
temple; and no one took him- be-
cause his hour had not yet come.
21 He replied again to them: I go
away, and you shall seek me, and
shall die in your sins. Where I go,
you cannot come. 22 The Jews
replied: Will he kill himself? Be-
cause he said: Where I go, you
cannot come. 23 And he said to
them: You are from beneath. I
am from above. You are of this
world. I am not of this world.
24T replied to you, that you shall
die in your sins. For unless you
believe that I am he, you shall
die in your sins. 25 They replied
to him: Who are you? Jesus said

8:12 Light- The Greek word can mean a torch, a burning flame held on a
pole. There’s a similarity of ideas with crucifixion; Jesus was lifted up on the
pole, and thus becomes the light of our world, we understand everything in
the context of His death there and all it means for us and demands of us.
8:19 The Pharisees studied the Bible all the time and could recite much of
the Old Testament. But Jesus said they didn’t know God. Knowing God is an
experience, not head knowledge.

8:23 From above... not of this world- Doesn’t mean that Jesus existed in
Heaven before His birth. He was not ‘of the world’ in the sense that we are
not ‘of the world’ (Jn. 17:16). But He like us was born in this world; we are in
the world but not “of” it (Jn. 17:15).
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to them: Even that which I have
spoken to you from the begin-
ning. 26 [ have many things to
speak and to judge concerning
you. However, He that sent me
is true, and the things which I
heard from Him, these I speak to
the world.

27 They did not understand that
he spoke to them of the Father.
28 Jesus continued: When you
have lifted up the Son of Man,
then you will know that I am
he, and that I do nothing on my
own authority, but speak just as
the Father taught me. 29 And He
that sent me is with me. He has
not left me alone. For I always
do the things that are pleasing to
Him. 30 As he spoke these things,
many believed in him.

Controversy about Abraham

31 Jesus replied to those Jews
that had believed him: If you
abide in my word, then are you
truly my disciples. 32 And you
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free. 33 They an-
swered him: We are Abraham’s
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seed, and have never yet been in
bondage to anyone. What do you
mean, you shall be made free?
34 Jesus answered them: Truly,
truly, I say to you: Everyone who
commits sin is the servant of sin.
35 And the servant does not stay
in the house for ever. The son
stays forever. 36 If therefore the
Son shall make you free, you
shall be free indeed.

371 know that you are Abra-
ham’s seed. Yet you seek to kill
me, because my word finds no
place in you. 38 I speak the things
which I have seen with my Fa-
ther, and you also do the things
which you heard from your fa-
ther. 39 They answered and said
to him: Our father is Abraham.
Jesus said to them: If you were
Abraham’s children, you would
do the works of Abraham. 40 But
now you seek to kill me, a man
that has told you the truth, which
I heard from God. This Abraham
did not do. 4! You do the works
of your father. They said to him:
We were not born of fornication.
We have one Father, even God.

8:37 In one sense they were physically Abraham’s children; in another sense
they weren’t (v. 39). All those who believe in Christ and have been baptized
into Him are the true children of Abraham and thereby God’s people (Gal.

3:27-29).
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42 Jesus said to them: If God
were your Father, you would
love me. For I came forth and
am come from God. For neither
have I come of myself, but He
sent me. 43 Why do you not un-
derstand my speech? Because
you cannot hear my word!

44 You are of your father the
Devil, and your will is to do your
father’s desires. He was a mur-
derer from the beginning, and
has nothing to do with the truth,
because there is no truth in him.
When he lies, he speaks accord-
ing to his own nature, for he is a
liar and the father of lies. 45 But
because I tell the truth, you do
not believe me. 46 Which of you
convicts me of sin? If I tell the
truth, why do you not believe
me? 47 He that is of God hears
the words of God. For this cause
you do not hear them, because
you are not of God.

48 The Jews answered and said

JOHN 8:42-8:55

to him: Say we not well that you
are a Samaritan and have a de-
mon? 49 Jesus answered: I do not
have a demon. I honour my Fa-
ther, and you dishonour me. 50
do not seek my own glory. There
is One that seeks and judges.
51 Truly, truly, T say to you: If
a man keeps my word, he shall
never see death.

52 The Jews said to him: Now
we know that you have a demon.
Abraham died, and the proph-
ets, but you say: If a man keep
my word, he shall never taste of
death. 53 Are you greater than our
father Abraham, who died, and
the prophets who died? Whom
do you make yourself?

54 Jesus answered: If 1 glorify
myself, my glory is nothing. It
is my Father that glorifies me,
whom you say is your God.
55 You have not known Him, but
I know Him; and if I should say
I know Him not, I shall be like

8:44 “The devil” is a murderer. But “no murderer has eternal life abiding in
him” (1 Jn. 3:15). The Devil must, therefore, die — as angels cannot die (Lk.
20:35-36) they are therefore immortal, and have eternal life abiding in them.
“The devil” is therefore not an Angel. Mark 4:15 identifies the children of the
Devil as those who obey their evil desires — the real Devil. Cain was the first
murderer (Gen. 4:8,9). Cain was not a super-human person called the Devil,
but an ordinary man, having the characteristics of the serpent and manifesting
the flesh. “Deceit” —i.e. lies — proceed “from within, out of the heart of men”

(Mk. 7:21,22).
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you, a liar; but I know Him and
keep His word.

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced
to see my day, and he saw it, and
rejoiced. 57 The Jews replied to
him: You are not yet fifty years
old, and have you seen Abraham?
58 Jesus said to them: Truly, truly,
I say to you: I am of higher status
than Abraham ever was.

59 Therefore they took up stones
to cast at him; but Jesus hid him-
self and went out of the temple.

CHAPTER 9

Jesus cures a blind man

And as he passed by, he saw a
man blind from his birth. 2 And
his disciples asked him: Rabbi,
who sinned, this man, or his
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parents, that he should be born
blind? 3 Jesus answered: Neither
did this man sin, nor his parents;
but that the works of God should
be revealed in him. 4 We must
work the works of Him that sent
me, while it is day. The night
comes, when no one can work.
5 While I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.

6 When he had thus spoken,
he spat on the ground and made
clay of the spittle, and anointed
his eyes with the clay, 7 and said
to him: Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam (which means Sent). He
went away therefore and washed,
and went home seeing.

8 His neighbours and those that
had seen him previously, as a

8:56 The only time we read of Abraham rejoicing was when he laughed for
joy at the promise that he would have a descendant (Gen. 17:17). He under-
stood that the son he was having would be in the line from which God’s Son,
Messiah, would be born.

8:58 As God’s Son, Jesus carried His Father’s Name. “I am” may be a refer-
ence to this- although the same Greek phrase is used by the healed blind man
in Jn. 9:9. To the Jews, Abraham was the greatest man who would ever live.
Jesus is saying “I am now, as I stand here, more important than Abraham”. As
they stood there, Jesus was the one to be honoured rather than Abraham. He
is saying ‘I am now, more important than Abraham ever was’. Jesus does not
say ‘Before Abraham was, I was’.

9:3 Disease and suffering don’t come necessarily as a punishment for sin. In
our case, they come so that God’s purpose may be manifested through them.’
9:6 The word of Christ [His spittle] mixed with clay [human flesh] brings
sight.
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beggar, said: Is this not he that
sat and begged? 9 Others said:
It is he. Others said: No, but he
is like him. He said: I am he.
10 They replied to him: How then
were your eyes opened? !l He
answered: The man that is called
Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes, and said to me: Go to Si-
loam and wash. So I went away
and washed, and I received sight.
12 And they said to him: Where
is he? He said: I do not know.

13 They took him that was pre-
viously blind to the Pharisees.
14 Now it was the Sabbath on the
day when Jesus made the clay
and opened his eyes. 15 So the
Pharisees asked him how he re-
ceived his sight. And he said to
them: He put clay upon my eyes,
and I washed and I could see.
16 Therefore, some of the Phari-
sees said: This man is not from

JOHN 9:8-9:22

God, because he keeps not the
Sabbath. But others said: How
can a man that is a sinner do such
signs? And there was division
among them. 17 Therefore they
said to the man born blind: What
do you say concerning him, in
that he opened your eyes? And
he said: He is a prophet!

18 The Jews did not believe
him, that he had been blind and
had received his sight, until they
called his parents, 19 and asked
them: Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then
does he now see? 20 His parents
answered and said: We know
that this is our son and that he
was born blind. 2! But how he
now sees, we do not know. Or
who opened his eyes, we do not
know. Ask him! He is of age. He
shall speak for himself. 22 These
things said his parents, because

9:7 This may have looked forward to baptism, the washing we must do once
we ‘see’.

9:11 The man- There was nothing in Jesus to give anyone the idea that He
was God. This is a perversion of later human theology rather than the testi-
mony of the Gospel records.

9:16 This man is not from God, because he keeps not the Sabbath- Sabbath
keepers say the same today; but Jesus’ answer remains the same for them
too.

9:21 Their fear of religious disfellowship is contrasted with the fearless at-
titude of their son. Excommunication is a practice much abused by many re-
ligious groups.
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they feared the Jews. For the
Jews had agreed already, that if
anyone should confess him to be
Christ, he should be thrown out
of the synagogue. 23 Therefore
his parents replied: He is of age,
ask him!

24 So they questioned the man
that was born blind a second
time, and said to him: Give glory
to God. We know that this man is
a sinner. 25 He answered: Wheth-
er he is a sinner, I do not know.
One thing I know, whereas I
was blind, now I see. 26 They
replied to him: What did he do
to you? How did he open your
eyes? 27 He answered them: I
told you already and you did not
listen. Why do you want to hear
it again? Would you also become
his disciples? 28 And they re-
viled him and said: You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. 29 We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know from
where he came.
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30 The man answered and said
to them: This is the marvel!
You do not know from where he
came, even though he opened my
eyes. 31 We know that God does
not hear sinners; but if anyone be
a worshiper of God and does His
will, him He hears! 32 Since the
world began it has never been
heard of a man born blind having
his eyes opened. 33 If this man
were not from God, he could do
nothing. 34 They answered and
said to him: You were altogether
born in sins, and you teach us!
And they excommunicated him.

35 Jesus heard that they had ex-
communicated him; and on find-
ing him, he said: Do you believe
on the Son of God? 36 He an-
swered and said: Who is he, Lord,
that I may believe in him? 37 Je-
sus said to him: You have both
seen him, and he it is that speaks
with you. 38 And he said: Lord, I
believe. And he worshiped him.

39 And Jesus said: For judg-
ment I came into this world, that

9:31 The man reasoned that Jesus must have prayed to God in order for God
to do this miracle; and been pleasing to God, for God heard Him to an amaz-
ing extent. He came to a very accurate understanding of the nature of Jesus

and His relationship with His Father.

9:34 They threw Him out of the synagogue for believing in Jesus and for
having been cured by Him. Typical religious abuse.
9:38 The man believed affer His healing; the real possession of the Holy
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they that cannot see may see, and
that they that see may become
blind. 40 Those of the Pharisees
who were with him heard these
things, and said to him: Are we
also blind? 4! Jesus said to them:
If you were blind, you would
have no sin; but now you say: We
see, therefore your sin remains.

CHAPTER 10

Jesus as the good shepherd
Truly, truly, I say to you: He
that enters not by the door into
the fold of the sheep, but climbs
up some other way, the same is
a thief and a robber. 2 But he
that enters in by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him
the gatekeeper opens the gate,
and the sheep hear his voice, and
he calls his sheep by name and
leads them out. 4 When he brings
out all his sheep, he goes before
them, and the sheep follow him,

JOHN 9:39-10:12

for they know his voice. 5 A
stranger they will not follow, but
will flee from him. For they do
not know the voice of strangers.

6 This parable spoke Jesus to
them, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

7 Jesus then said to them: Again,
truly, truly, I say to you: I am the
door of the sheepfold. 8 All that
came before me were thieves and
robbers, but the sheep did not
hear them. 91 am the door. By
me if anyone enter in, he shall be
saved, and shall go in and go out,
and shall find pasture.

10 The thief only comes so that
he may steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life,
and may have it more abundant-
ly. 1T am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. 12 He who is a
hired hand and not a shepherd,
who does not own the sheep,

Spirit gifts enabled miracles to be done upon unbelievers and people like this
man who were ignorant of Jesus (v. 25).
9:41 Knowledge / ‘seeing’ brings responsibility to Divine judgment.

10:5 There is something instinctively attractive to us about the words of Je-
sus. When we read the uninspired ‘gospels’, it’s clear almost instinctively to
Christians that they aren’t the true words of Jesus.

10:9 The ‘entering in’ to the sheepfold [the church] is through baptism into
Christ. There is no other way “in”.

10:12 This is an unusual shepherd- fighting with a wolf to the death for the

sheep. Wolves don’t fight that desperately. But this one does. Sin appears a
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sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and flees, and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them.
13 He flees because he is a hired
hand and does not care about the
sheep.

14T am the good shepherd, and
I know my own and my own
know me. 15 Even as the Father
knows me, and I know the Fa-
ther; and I lay down my life for
the sheep. 16 And other sheep I
have, which are not of this fold.
Them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice, and
they shall become one flock with
one shepherd. 17 For this reason
the Father loves me, because 1
lay down my life so that I may
take it again. 18 No one takes it
away from me, but I lay it down
myself. 1 have authority to lay
it down and I have authority to
take it again. This command I re-
ceived from my Father.

19 Because of these words,
again a division arose among the
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Jews. 20 And many of them said:
He has a demon and is mad. Why
do you listen to him? 2! Others
said: These are not the sayings
of one possessed with a demon.
Can a demon possessed person
open the eyes of the blind?

The unity of the Father and
Son

221t was the feast of the dedi-
cation at Jerusalem. 23 It was
winter, and Jesus was walking
in the temple along Solomon’s
porch. 24 The Jews surrounded
him and said to him: How long
do you hold us in suspense? If
you are the Christ, tell us plainly.
25 Jesus answered them: I told
you and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father’s
name, these testify of me. 26 But
you do not believe, because you
are not of my sheep. 27 My sheep
hear my voice, and I know them
and they follow me. 28 And I
give to them eternal life; and

menace but something which can easily be overcome by a man- when in fact
it can’t be overcome so easily, it is a bitter fight to the death.

10:15 Knows me, and I know the Father- The Greek verbs here are in the
continuous tense. God grows in knowledge of Jesus, and Jesus grows in
knowledge of God. It’s a dynamic relationship between them; eternity won’t
be ‘the same old scene’ for us, we too will grow in knowing God- and even

vice versa.
10:16 Other sheep- The Gentiles?



270

they shall never perish, and no
one shall snatch them out of my
hand. 29 My Father, who has giv-
en them to me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to snatch them
out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and
the Father are one.

31 Once again the Jews took up
stones to stone him. 32 Jesus said
to them: Many good works have
I shown you from the Father. For
which of those works do you
stone me? 33 The Jews answered
him: For a good work we do not
stone you, but for blasphemy,
and because you, being a man,
make yourself as God! 34 Jesus
answered them: Is it not writ-
ten in your law: I said, you are
gods? 35 If he called those men
gods, to whom the word of God
came (and the scripture cannot
be broken), 3¢ do you say of him,

JOHN 10:28-10:42

whom the Father sanctified and
sent into the world: You blas-
pheme, because I said: [ am the
Son of God?

371f I do not the works of my
Father, believe me not. 38 But if
I do them, though you do not be-
lieve me, believe the works; that
you may know and understand,
that the Father is in me and I in
the Father.

39 Again they sought to arrest

him, but he escaped from their
hands.
40 He went away again across
the Jordan to the place where
John had been baptizing at first,
and there he remained. 4! Many
came to him. And they said: John
did no miracle, but everything
that John said about this man
was true. 42 And many believed
in him there.

10:30 The unity between Father and Son spoken of here is the same kind of
unity possible between the Father and all His children (Jn. 17:21). The use
of the neuter form for “one” (hen esmen) in Jn. 10:30 shows that the Father
and Son aren’t interchangeable- they are at one with each other, not one and
the same.

10:33-36 Jesus denied being God. He quotes an example of how men can be
called “gods”, elohim; and He shows people are illogical to claim He thought
He was God, when He had only said He was the Son of God.

10:41 John did no miracles and preached a hard hitting message of repent-
ance and preparation for the coming of Jesus. People flocked to hear him,
accepting what he said, repented and were baptized. His own sincerity must
therefore have been so obvious; it was this which gave him authority in the
eyes and ears of his audiences. The same can be true in our preaching.
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CHAPTER 11

The resurrection of Lazarus
Now a certain man was sick, La-
zarus of Bethany, of the village
of Mary and her sister Martha.
2 And it was that Mary who had
anointed the Lord with ointment
and wiped his feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was sick.
3 The sisters therefore sent to
him, saying: Lord, he whom you
love is sick. 4 But when Jesus
heard it, he said: This sickness is
not to death, but for the glory of
God, that thereby the Son of God
may be glorified. 5 Now Jesus
loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. © When he heard that
Lazarus was sick, he therefore
stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

7 Then after this, he said to the
disciples: Let us go into Judea
again. 8 The disciples said to
him: Rabbi, only a few days ago
the Jews wanted to stone you;
and you want to go there again?
9 Jesus answered: Are there not
twelve hours in the day? If a
man walks in the day, he does
not stumble, because he sees the
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light of this world. 10 But if a
man walks in the night, he stum-
bles, because the light is not in
him.

11 These things he spoke, and
after this he said to them: Our
friend Lazarus is fallen asleep,
but I go, that I may awake him
out of sleep. 12 The disciples re-
plied to him: Lord, if he is fallen
asleep, he will recover. 13 Now
Jesus had spoken of Lazarus’
death; but they thought that he
spoke of Lazarus taking rest in
sleep. 14 Then Jesus said to them
plainly: Lazarus is dead. 15 And
I am glad for your sakes that I
was not there, so that you may
believe. Nevertheless let us go to
him. 16 Thomas therefore, who is

iy
e /@
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11:6 Lack of immediate answer to our requests doesn’t mean God or Jesus
haven’t heard them. They have ‘answered’, but for various reasons, to glo-
rify His Name the more, they may delay in ‘coming’ in response.
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called Didymus, said to his fel-
low disciples: Let us also go, that
we may die with him.

17 So when Jesus came, he found
that Lazarus had already been in
his tomb for four days. 18 Now
Bethany was near to Jerusalem,
about three kilometres away.
19 And many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to
console them concerning their
brother. 20 Martha, when she
heard that Jesus was coming,
went and met him; but Mary
stayed in the house.

21 Martha said to Jesus: Lord,
if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22 And even
now, I know that whatever you
shall ask of God, God will give
you. 23 Jesus said to her: Your
brother shall rise again. 24 Martha
said to him: I know that he shall
rise again in the resurrection at
the last day. 25 Jesus said to her:
I am the resurrection and the life.
He that believes on me, though
he die, yet shall he live. 26 And
whoever lives and believes on me

JOHN 11:16-11:33

shall never die. Do you believe
this? 27 She said to him: Yes,
Lord. I have believed you are the
Christ, the Son of God, he that is
to come into the world.

28 And when she had said this,
she went away, and called Mary
her sister secretly, saying, The
Teacher is here and calls you.
29 And she, when she heard it,
arose quickly and went to him.
30 (Now Jesus had not yet en-
tered the village, but was still
in the place where Martha met
him). 31 The Jews then who were
with her in the house and were
consoling her, when they saw
Mary, that she rose up quickly
and went out, followed her, sup-
posing that she was going to the
tomb to weep there.

32 Therefore, when Mary came
to where Jesus was and saw
him, she fell down at his feet,
saying to him: Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not
have died. 33 When Jesus saw
her weeping, and the Jews also
weeping who had come with her,

11:24 Nothing is said here about an immortal soul which goes to reward in
Heaven after death. Instead the emphasis is upon the literal bodily resurrec-
tion of believers from the dead, when Christ returns. By baptism we identify
with the death and resurrection of Jesus, and can share in this great hope

(Rom. 6:3-5).
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he groaned in the spirit and was
disturbed, 34 and said: Where
have you laid him? They said to
him: Lord, come and see. 35 Je-
sus wept. 36 The Jews said: Look
how he loved him! 37 But some
of them said: Could not this man,
who opened the eyes of him that
was blind, have also caused that
this man should not have died?
38 Jesus therefore again groan-
ing in himself, came to the tomb.
Now it was a cave, and a stone
lay across it. 39 Jesus said: Take
away the stone. Martha, the sis-
ter of him that was dead, said to
him: Lord, by this time the body
stinks. For he has been dead four
days. 40 Jesus said to her: Did
I not say to you, that if you be-
lieved, you should see the glory
of God? 41 So they took away
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the stone. And Jesus lifted up his
eyes, and said: Father, I thank
you that you have heard me.

42 And T know you hear me al-
ways, but because of the crowd
that stands around I said it, that
they may believe you did send
me.

43 And when he had thus spo-
ken, he cried with a loud voice:
Lazarus, come out! 44 He that
was dead came out, bound hand
and foot with grave clothes, and
his face was bound about with a
napkin. Jesus said to them: Loose
him, and let him go away.

45 Therefore, many of the Jews
who had come to Mary and saw
what he did, believed in him.
46 But some of them went away
to the Pharisees and told them
the things which Jesus had done.

11:38 Groaning — In prayer to God. Likewise the ‘weeping’ of v. 35 was in
prayer- Rom. 8:26 says that Jesus prays for us now with groaning. We should
therefore take our prayer life seriously, knowing that there is such intense
mediation going on for us in Heaven itself, before the throne of God.

11:41 Jesus thanked God for the answer to His prayers even before the an-
swer had happened, i.e., before Lazarus had come forth. Jesus was no hypo-
crite- He was practicing what He had taught in Mk. 11:24: “When you pray
and ask for something, believe that you have received it, and you will be
given whatever you ask for”.

11:44 The miracle was not only of resurrection; but that a man with tied feet
and hands could get out of graveclothes and walk across a cave to its entrance
and out into the open air. The wonders which God does in our lives contain so
many ‘smaller’ wonders, the more we analyze them.
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The response of the Pharisees

47The chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered a council and
said: What will we do? For this
man does many miracles. 48 If
we leave him alone, all men will
believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both
our place and our nation. 49 But
a certain one of them, Caiaphas,
being high priest that year, said
to them: You know nothing at all,
50 nor do you take account that it
is expedient for you that one man
should die for the people, so that
the whole nation does not perish.
51 Now this he said not of him-
self, but being high priest that
year, he prophesied that Jesus
should die for the nation. 52 And
not for the nation only, but that
he might also gather together
into one the children of God that
are scattered abroad. 53 So from
that day forward, they took ad-
vice how they might put him to
death.

54 Therefore Jesus no longer
walked openly among the Jews,
but departed from there into the

JOHN 11:47-12:3

country near to the wilderness,
into a city called Ephraim; and
there he stayed with the disci-
ples.

55 Now the Passover of the Jews
was at hand; and many from the
countryside went to Jerusalem
to purify themselves before the
Passover. 56 They looked for Je-
sus, and spoke one with another,
as they stood in the temple: What
do you think? That he will not
come to the feast? 57 Now the
chief priests and the Pharisees
had given orders that if anyone
knew where he was, they were to
inform them, so that they might
arrest him.

CHAPTER 12

Mary anoints Jesus

Therefore, six days before the
Passover, Jesus went to Betha-
ny, where Lazarus was, whom
Jesus had raised from the dead.
2 So they made him supper; and
Martha served, but Lazarus was
one of them that sat and ate with
him. 3 Then Mary took a pound
of very costly oil of spikenard,

11:52 The cross should elicit unity between God’s children. This should be
especially seen at the breaking of bread meeting, when we gather together to
remember Christ’s death. This is not the place for division and exclusion of
God’s children, but for celebrating our unity.
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anointed the feet of Jesus, and
wiped his feet with her hair. And
the house was filled with the
fragrance of the oil. 4 But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples, the
one that would betray him, said:
5 Why was not this ointment sold
for three hundred dinarii and
given to the poor? 6 Now this he
said, not because he cared for the
poor, but because he was a thief,
and having charge of the mon-
eybag he used to help himself
to what was put into it. 7 Jesus
replied: Leave her alone, she in-
tended to keep it for the day of
my burial. 8 The poor you have
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always with you, but me you do
not have always.

9 The common people of the
Jews learned that he was there,
and they came, not for Jesus’
sake only, but that they might
see Lazarus also, whom he had
raised from the dead. 10 But the
chief priests took counsel that
they might put Lazarus also to
death, ! because on account of
him many of the Jews were go-
ing away and believing in Jesus.

Jesus enters Jerusalem

12 The next day, a great crowd
that had come to the feast, when
they heard that Jesus was coming
to Jerusalem, 13 took the branch-
es of palm trees and went out to
meet him, and cried out: Hosan-
na! Blessed is he that comes in
the Name of the Lord, the King
of Israel! 14 And Jesus, having
found a young donkey, sat upon
it- as it is written: 15 Fear not,

12:6 Someone with the perception of Jesus surely knew what was going on.
But He didn’t challenge Judas about it, in the hope he would repent. When
we see the failures of others, it may not be wise to immediately challenge

them.

12:7 Despite so clearly predicting His death, it seems only Mary really un-
derstood. In his preaching of the Gospel, John was saying that the male dis-
ciples- the public preachers of the Gospel- hadn’t understood the most basic
part of it, i.e. the death of Christ, but one woman did. Thus John is holding up
a woman as the role model for all his hearers and readers.
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daughter of Zion! Look, your
King comes, sitting on an don-
key’s colt.

16 These things his disciples did
not understand at first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they re-
membered that these things were
written about him, and that they
had done these things to him.
17 The crowd that was with him,
when he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from
the dead, made testimony. 18 For
this cause also the crowd went
and met him, for they heard that
he had done this miracle. 19 The
Pharisees complained to one an-

JOHN 12:15-12:27

other: You see that you can do
nothing. Look, the world has
gone after him.

Jesus speaks of His death

20 Now there were certain
Greeks among those that went
to worship at the feast. 2! These
went to Philip, who was of Beth-
saida of Galilee, and asked him:
Sir, can we see Jesus? 22 Philip
went and told Andrew, and then
Andrew and Philip went and
told Jesus. 23 Jesus told them:
The hour comes that the Son of
Man should be glorified. 24 Tru-
ly, truly, I say to you: Except a
grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it abides alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He
that loves his life loses it, and he
that hates his life in this world,
shall keep it to everlasting life.
26 If anyone desires to serve me,
he must follow me. Where I am,
there shall also my servant be. If
anyone serves me, the Father will
honour him. 27 Now is my soul

12:24 Jesus perceived the great potential, the fruit, in the awful experience
He was about to go through. We can face our sufferings likewise.

12:25 We must die first in order to live eternally. This is the symbolism of
baptism- going under the water is like death with Jesus, coming up out of the
water is like resurrection with Him (Rom. 6:3-5). But we must live out this
principle in daily life, sacrificing what we could have in this life so that we

might live eternally.
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disturbed; and what shall 1 say?
Father, save me from this hour?
But for this cause came I to this
hour. 28 Father, glorify your
name. Therefore, there came a
voice out of Heaven: I have both
glorified it, and will glorify it
again. 29 The crowd that stood
by and heard it said that it had
thundered. Others said an an-
gel had spoken to him. 30 Jesus
responded: This voice has not
come for my sake, but for your
sakes. 31 Now is the judgment of
this world. Now shall the prince
of this world be cast out. 32 And
L, if T am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men to myself.
33 But this he said to signify by
what manner of death he should
die.

34 The crowd asked him: We
have heard out of the law that
the Christ abides forever; and
how do you say: The Son of
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Man must be lifted up? Who is
this Son of Man? 33 Jesus replied
to them: Yet a little while is the
light among you. Walk while you
have the light, so that darkness
does not overtake you. He that
walks in the darkness does not
know where he goes. 3¢ While
you have the light, believe in the
light, so that you may become
sons of light. Jesus spoke these
things, then he departed and hid
himself from them.

Belief in Jesus

37 But though he had done so
many signs before them, yet
they did not believe in him.
38 So that the word of Isaiah
the prophet might be fulfilled,
when he spoke: Lord, who has
believed our report? And to
whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed? 39 Because of
this they could not believe, be-

12:27 This is a wonderful insight into the internal thought process of Jesus as
He struggled with temptation. Because He endured temptation, He is able to
support us when we are tempted (Heb. 4:15,16).

12:32 We need to reconstruct in our own minds the picture of Christ hanging
crucified upon the cross. If we are God’s people, we will be drawn closer to
Him by it. “All men” here doesn’t refer to every human being, but to those
who draw near to Jesus on the cross. This group of people are ‘all things’ to
God.

12:34 Son of man- This was Jesus’ favourite self-description. He thus empha-
sized His humanity, that He was one of us, of our nature.
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cause Isaiah also said: 40 He has
blinded their eyes and hardened
their hearts, lest they should see
with their eyes, lest they should
understand with their hearts, and
turn, so that I should heal them.
41 These things said Isaiah, be-
cause he foresaw his glory, and
he spoke about him.

42 Nevertheless even among the
rulers many believed in him, but
because of the Pharisees they did
not confess him, lest they should
be put out of the synagogue.
43 For they loved the glory that is
of men more than the glory that
is of God.

44 And Jesus cried and said: He
that believes on me does not be-
lieve on me, but on him that sent
me. 45 And he that sees me, sees

JOHN 12:39-12:50

him that sent me. 46 I have come
into the world as light, so that
whoever believes in me may not
remain in the darkness. 47 And
if anyone hear my sayings and
keep them not, I judge him not.
For I came not to judge the world
but to save the world. 48 He that
rejects me and receives not my
sayings has one that judges him.
The word that I spoke, the same
shall judge him in the last day.
49 For 1 spoke not from myself,
but the Father that sent me, He
has given me a commandment,
what I should say and what I
should speak. 50 And I know that
His commandment is everlasting
life. The things therefore which
I speak, even as the Father has
said to me: So I speak.

12:40 God blinds the eyes of those who don’t want to see. We must be care-
ful not to slip into the downward spiral, but remain instead in an upward
spiral of belief and response to that belief.

12:42 Many people today ‘believe’ but will not openly admit it, because they
are worried what people will think of them. God arranged circumstances so
that rulers like Nicodemus and Joseph ‘came out’ openly; but others didn’t
respond to that and because they hid their candle under a bucket, they lost
their faith, their light went out.

12:43 If we believe and confess that faith, through baptism and an open life
of commitment, then God glorifies us- in His own book, in His own way,
even if the world doesn’t see it.

12:48 It’s as if Bible verses, the words of Jesus, will be quoted back to us at
judgment day and we will be asked how we responded to them. There will be
a process of judgment, not just a yes / no statement from our Judge.



JOHN 13:1-13:11

CHAPTER 13

The last supper

Now before the feast of the Pass-
over, Jesus knowing that his hour
had come, that he should depart
out of this world to his Father,
having loved his own that were
in the world, he loved them to
the end.

2 And during supper, when the
Devil had already put it into the
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s
son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, know-
ing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he
had come from God and was go-
ing to God, 4 rose from supper,
laid aside his garments, and gird-
ed himself with a towel. 5 Then
he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet,
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and to wipe them with the towel
with which he was girded.

6 When he came to Simon Peter,
Peter said to him: Lord, are you
going to wash my feet? 7 Jesus
answered and said to him: What
I am doing you do not compre-
hend now, but later you shall
understand. 8 Peter said to him:
You shall never wash my feet!
Jesus answered him: If I do not
wash you, you have no part with
me. 9 Simon Peter said to him:
Lord, wash not only my feet but
also my hands and my head.

10 Jesus said to him: He who
has bathed does not need to
wash, except for his feet, but he
is clean all over; and you are
clean, but not every one of you.
11 For he knew who was to be-

13:1 To give your life for God’s people is ‘love to the end’. Jesus defined that
for us in His crucifixion.

13:3, 4 We sense in these verses the very definite sense of purpose which
there was in Jesus. We who carry His cross should have the same. The stream
of small decisions we face each day we will make in the context of the pur-
pose-driven life which we have in Christ.

13:5 To wash the guests’ feet was the job of the lowest servant. Jesus showed
us that true greatness is in humble service, being a “servant of all”. Even
Peter struggled to understand the huge extent of this principle (v. 7) and we
also find it hard to grasp.

13:8 No part- This could be a reference to the vital importance of baptism in
order to be “in Christ”; “he who believes and is baptized shall be saved” (Jn.
3:3-5); unless a person is born of water and spirit, they cannot enter God’s
Kingdom (Jn. 3:3-5).
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tray him; that was why he said:
Not all of you are clean.

12 So when he had washed their
feet and put on his outer gar-
ments and sat down again, he
said to them: Do you compre-
hend what I have done to you?
13 You call me teacher and lord,
and you say well; for so I am.
141f I then, your lord and teach-
er, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s
feet. 15 For I have given you an
example, that you also should do
as I have done to you. 16 Truly,
truly, I say to you: A servant is
not greater than his lord, neither
is one sent greater than he that
sent him. 17 If you know these
things, and if you do them, you
will be blessed.

18 T speak not of you all. | know
whom I have chosen; but the

JOHN 13:11-13:25

scripture must be fulfilled: He
that eats my bread lifted up his
heel against me. 19 From this
time forward I will tell you be-
fore it happens, so that when it
happens, you may believe that
I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to
you: He that receives whoever
I send receives me, and he that
receives me, receives Him that
sent me.

21 When Jesus had said this, he
was disturbed in his spirit, and
testified: Truly, truly, I say to
you: One of you shall betray me.
22 The disciples looked at each
other, wondering of whom he
spoke. 23 There was at the table
reclining on Jesus’ chest one of
his disciples, whom Jesus loved.
24 Simon Peter motioned to him,
and said to him: Tell us who it is
of whom he speaks. 25 He lean-

13:16 Jesus repeatedly describes Himself as “sent” by God; He therefore rec-
ognized that God was greater than Him, as He stated specifically in Jn. 14:28.
He wasn’t therefore ‘God’ in a Trinitarian sense.

13:19 The purpose of prophecy / Biblical prediction is not to give us a road
map of events in the future, but rather so that when events happen, we will be
able to understand them in their Divine context.

13:20 We are the representatives of Jesus in this world, and our behaviour
should be appropriate.

13:23 This other disciple was probably John. In preaching the Gospel, John
deemphasized himself. He describes himself as simply a disciple whom Jesus
loved. We should have such self-effacement when preaching Christ, focusing
upon Him rather than ourselves.
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ing back, as he was on Jesus’
breast, said to him: Lord, who is
it? 26 Jesus answered: It is he to
whom [ gave the morsel of bread
after I dipped it. When he had
dipped the morsel, he had given
it to Judas the son of Simon Is-
cariot. 27 Then after Judas had
taken the morsel, Satan entered
into him. Jesus said to him: What
you are about to do, do quickly.
28 Now no one at the table knew
for what reason Jesus spoke
this to Judas. 29 Some thought
because Judas had the money
bag, that Jesus said to him: Buy
what things we have need of for
the feast, or that he should give
something to the poor. 30 He then
having received the morsel went
out immediately into the night.

Jesus predicts Peter’s denials

31 When he was gone, Jesus said:
Now is the Son of Man glori-
fied, and God is glorified in him.
32 And God shall glorify him in
Himself, and will glorify him

281

immediately. 33 Little children,
yet a little while I am with you.
You shall seek me, but as I said
to the Jews, where I go, you can-
not come. So now I say to you.
34 A new commandment I give to
you: Love one another. Even as
I have loved you, you also love
one another. 35 By this shall all
men know you are my disciples-
if you have love for one another.
36 Simon Peter said to him:
Lord, where do you go? Jesus an-
swered: Where I go, you cannot
follow now, but you shall follow
afterwards. 37 Peter said to him:
Lord, why cannot I follow you
even now? I will lay down my
life for you! 38 Jesus answered:
Will you lay down your life for
me? Truly, truly, I say to you:
The cock shall not crow, till you
have denied me three times.

CHAPTER 14

Knowing the Father and Son
Do not let your heart be dis-
turbed. Believe in God, believe

13:26 This was the sign of being the specially favoured guest. Realizing the
greatness of Christ’s love for us leads us to either repent, or as Judas, go out

into the darkness.

13:34 What’s “new” about this commandment is to love as Jesus has loved
us. And He died for us, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.
13:35 Our unusual love for others should be a startling witness which grabs

the attention of those around us.
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also in me. 2In my Father’s
house are many dwelling places.
If it were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. 3 And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come
again and will receive you to
myself; that where 1 am, there
you may be also. 4 And where
I go, you know the way. > Tho-
mas said to him: Lord, we do not
know where you go. How do we
discern the way? © Jesus said to
him: I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the
Father except by me.

71f you had truly known me,
you would have truly known my
Father also. From this time for-
ward you will truly know Him
and will have seen Him. 8 Philip
said to him: Lord, show us the

JOHN 14:1-14:13

Father, and it suffices us. 2 Jesus
said to him: Philip, have I been
with you such a long time, and
still you do not truly know me?
He that has seen me has seen the
Father. How do you ask: Show
us the Father? 10 Do you not be-
lieve that I am in the Father, and
the Father in me? The words that
I speak to you, I speak not from
myself; but the Father abiding in
me does His works. 11 Believe
me that I am in the Father and
the Father in me; or else believe
me for the very works’ sake.
12 Truly, truly, I say to you: He
that believes in me, the works
that I do, shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he
do, because 1 go to the Father.
13 And whatever you shall ask
in my name, that will I do, that

14:2 God’s house refers to His temple, His family- not to Heaven as a loca-
tion. There is a specific place for each of us within His family and purpose. “I
£0” is in answer to Peter’s question of 13:36: “Where are you going?’. Jesus
was going to the cross, and would ‘come again’ in His resurrection. These
verses do not teach that we will go to Heaven.

14:6 Non-Christian religions therefore cannot lead us to God in truth.

14:9 ‘Seeing’ in John’s Gospel often means to understand. Nobody can liter-
ally see God, but Jesus has revealed Him to us (Jn. 1:18); we can ‘see’ Him
insofar as we ‘see’ or understand Jesus.

14:10 The words and works of Jesus are paralleled here. Our words too must
be backed up by our actions and congruent with them.

14:13 This is not a blanket promise to do whatever anybody asks; whatever
we ask that glorifies God, He will do.
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the Father may be glorified in the
Son. 14 If you shall ask anything
in my name, that will I do.

The Comforter

15 If you love me, you will keep
my commandments. 16 And I
will ask the Father, and He shall
give you another comforter, that
he may be with you for ever-
17the Spirit of truth, whom
the world cannot receive. For
it neither sees him nor knows
him. You truly know him, for
he abides with you and shall be
in you. 181 will not leave you
desolate as orphans. I will come
to you. 19 Yet a little while, and
the world sees me no more; but
you will see me. Because I live,
you shall live also. 20 In that day,
you shall truly know that [ am in
my Father, and you in me and I
in you. 2! He that has my com-
mandments and keeps them, he
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it is that loves me; and he that
loves me, shall be loved of my
Father; and I will love him, and
will manifest myself to him.

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to
him: Lord, how is it that you will
manifest yourself to us, and not to
the world? 23 Jesus answered and
said to him: If a man loves me,
he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him; and we will
come to him and make our home
with him. 24 He that does not love
me, does not keep my words; and
the word which you hear is not
mine, but the Father’s who sent
me. 25 These things have I spo-
ken to you, while still with you.
26 But the comforter, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all
things, and cause you to remem-
ber all that I said to you.

27 Peace 1 leave with you. My
peace I give to you. Not as the

14:19 The resurrection of Jesus guarantees our resurrection- if we are bap-
tized into Him and His new life is lived in us (Rom. 6:3-5).

14:21 Has... and keeps- Correct knowledge of Christ’s word is important.
We cannot keep His word without knowing what it is.

14:22, 23 The reason why not everyone ‘gets it’ about God and Jesus is be-
cause they don’t keep their word.

14:26 The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, therefore had special relevance to the
disciples who heard Jesus; it brought all things He had said to them back to
their memory, so that they could write the inspired Gospel records.

14:27 Peace- In Hebrew, shalom. Jewish people called out “Shalom!” to each
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world gives, do I give it to you.
Let not your heart be disturbed,
neither let it be fearful. 28 You
heard how I said to you: I go
away and I come to you. If you
loved me, you would have re-
joiced because I go to the Father.
For the Father is greater than 1.
29 And now I have told you be-
fore it happens, so that when it
happens, you may believe.

30T will no longer say much to
you. For the prince of the world
comes; but he has no claim on
me. 31 And he comes so that the
world may know that I love the
Father; and as the Father gave
me commandment, thus I shall
now do. Arise, let us leave here.

CHAPTER 15

The true vine

I am the true vine and my Fa-
ther is the husbandman. 2 Every
branch in me that carries no

JOHN 14:27-15:6

fruit, he prunes away; and eve-
ry branch that carries fruit, he
cleanses it, that it may bear more
fruit. 3 Already you are clean be-
cause of the word which I have
spoken to you. 4 Abide in me and
I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine, so neither can you,
except you abide in me.

51 am the vine, you are the
branches. He that abides in me
and I in him, the same carries
much fruit. For severed from
me you can do nothing. ¢ If a

“l am the true vine” 15:1

other, but the “Shalom” of Jesus isn’t mere words but a real peace which can

be felt, known, experienced.

14:28 The Father is greater than I- This clearly refutes the idea that Jesus is
the same as God. God was greater than Jesus.

15:1, 2 Jesus doesn’t say “I am the trunk and you are branches”. He is us
and we are Him. This is how intimately connected He is with us, and why no
branch can claim to not be in association with the other branches.

15:4, 5 True spiritual fruit cannot be produced by those outside of Christ.
15:6 If we go out of association with the vine, we will wither. Christianity
can’t be lived in isolation from other believers.
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man does not abide in me, he is
thrown out as a branch and with-
ers, and these are gathered and
thrown into the fire, and they
are burned. 7 If you abide in me
and my words abide in you, you
shall ask whatever you will and
it shall be done to you. 8 Herein
is my Father glorified, that you
bear much fruit; and so shall you
be my disciples. 9 Even as the
Father has loved me, I also have
loved you. Abide in my love.
101f you keep my command-
ments, you shall abide in my
love; even as I have kept my Fa-
ther’s commandments and abide
in his love.

11 These things have I spoken to
you, that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be made
full. 12 This is my commandment:
That you love one another, even
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as I have loved you. 13 Greater
love has no one than this: That
a man lay down his life for his
friends. 14 You are my friends, if
you do the things which I com-
mand you. 15 No longer do I call
you servants. For the servant does
not know what his lord does; but
I have called you friends, for all
things that I heard from my Fa-
ther, I have made known to you.
16 You did not choose me, but I
chose you, and appointed you to
go and bear fruit, and that your
fruit should remain. So that what-
ever you shall ask of the Father in
my name, He may give it to you.
17 These things I command you,
so that you may love one another.

The believer and the world
18 If the world hates you, you
know that it has hated me before

15:7 John also writes that if we ask anything according to God s will, then we
will be heard (1 Jn. 5:14). But if God’s word abides in us, then we will ask
according to our will and be heard- because our will becomes God’s will if
His word abides in us. We will not ask what we want but what God wills- His
will shall become our will.

15:15 Islam and many other religious systems speak much of ‘submission’.
But we are the friends of Jesus, not His slaves. Our work for Him is from a
motive of love, and is performed in active co-operation with Him as we work
together to the same end- the glorification of God.

15:16 The initiative was with God and Jesus- because we are saved by pure
grace. We should take the initiative in showing love and grace to others, as
God did to us.
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it hated you. 19 If you were of
the world, the world would love
its own; but because you are not
of the world, but I chose you out
of the world, therefore the world
hates you. 20 Remember the
word that I said to you: A serv-
ant is not greater than his lord.
If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept
my word, they will keep yours
also. 2! But all these things will
they do to you for my name’s
sake, because they do not truly
know Him that sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken
to them, they would not have
sin, but now they have no excuse
for their sin. 23 He that hates me
hates my Father also. 24 If T had
not done among them the works
which no other man did, they
would not have sin; but now they
have both seen and hated both

JOHN 15:18-16:3

me and my Father. 25 All this
happens so that the word may be
fulfilled that is written in their
law: They hated me without a
cause.

26 And when the Comforter
comes, whom [ will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of
truth which proceeds from the
Father, he shall testify of me.
27And you also shall testify,
because you have been with me
from the beginning.

CHAPTER 16

These things have I spoken to
you, so that you should not be
made to stumble. 2 They shall put
you out of the synagogues. Yes,
the time is coming, when who-
ever kills you shall think that he
offers service to God. 3 And these
things will they do, because they
have not known the Father nor

15:18-20 We should therefore expect opposition from the world, as predicted
in the opening promise of the Bible in Gen. 3:15.
15:22 Knowledge of God’s word brings responsibility.

16:2 Jesus didn’t tell His disciples to leave the synagogues, even though
they were full of false teaching and behaviour. He predicted that His fol-
lowers would be excommunicated from the synagogues because they taught
the Truth about Him. The early church grew initially from witness made to
Christ in the synagogues. We shouldn’t be worried about ‘guilt by associa-
tion” with those who believe and act wrongly; we should try to teach them
and witness to them about the real Christ, and in time they will exclude us if
they are not of the Truth.
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me. 4 But these things have I spo-
ken to you, so that when the time
comes, you may remember what
I told you. And these things I did
not say to you from the beginning,
because I was with you. > But
now I go to Him that sent me;
and none of you asks me, Where
do you go? 6 But because 1 have
spoken these things to you, sor-
row has filled your heart. 7 Nev-
ertheless I tell you the truth: It is
expedient for you that I go away.
For if I do not go away, the Com-
forter will not come to you. I will
send him to you. 8 And he, when
he comes, will convict the world
in respect of sin and of righteous-
ness and of judgment. © Of sin,
because they do not believe in
me. 10 Of righteousness, because
I go to the Father and you see me
no more. 11 Of judgment, because
the prince of this world has been
judged.
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12 T have yet many things to say
to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13 However, when he, the
Spirit of truth, comes, he shall
guide you into all the truth. For
he shall not speak from himself;
but whatever he shall hear, these
shall he speak; and he shall de-
clare to you the things that are
to come. 14 He shall glorify me;
for he shall take what is mine
and shall declare it to you. 15 All
things, whatever the Father has,
are mine. Therefore I said: that
he shall take of mine and declare
it to you.

Jesus promises to see the
disciples again

16 A little while, and you will
see me no more; and then a little
while, and you shall see me, be-
cause I go to the Father. 17 Some
of his disciples questioned each
other: What is this that he said

16:5 None of you asks- Did Jesus say this in tones of sadness and disappoint-
ment, or of irritated criticism? Consider how He spoke v. 31 also.

16:12 Have a look at 1 Cor. 3:2 and Heb. 5:11. These verses in the later New
Testament allude here. The New Testament writers such as Paul were so full
of the words of Jesus that they consciously and unconsciously alluded to them
all the time. The word of Jesus should so abide in us that we do likewise.
16:17 This is a paradox- the believers would see Jesus when they could no
longer see Him. The work of the Comforter is such that we can as it were see
Jesus as realistically as the disciples did during His life on earth. But this is if’
we let the Comforter operate fully.
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to us? A little while and you will
see me no more; and then a little
while and you shall see me, be-
cause I go to the Father? 18 They
said: What is this that he said? A
little while? We cannot decipher
what he said.

19 Jesus perceived that they
wanted to ask him, and he said
to them: Do you inquire among
yourselves what 1 said? A little
while and you will see me no
more, and then a little while and
you shall see me? 20 Truly, truly,
I say to you: You shall weep and
lament, but the world shall re-
joice. You shall be sorrowful, but
your sorrow shall be turned into
joy! 21 A woman when she is in
labour has sorrow, because her
hour comes; but when she has
delivered the child, she does not
remember her anguish, because
of her joy that a child is born into
the world. 22 You now have sor-
row; but [ will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your
joy no one will take away from
you. 23 And in that day, you shall
ask me no questions. Truly, truly,
I say to you: If you shall ask any-

JOHN 16:17-16:32

thing of the Father, He will give
it you in my name. 24 So far you
have asked nothing in my name.
Ask and you shall receive, that
your joy may be made full.

25 These things have 1 spoken
to you in figurative language.
The hour comes, when I shall
no longer speak to you in figu-
rative language, but shall show
you plainly about the Father.
26 In that day you shall ask in
my name; and I do not say to you
that I will pray to the Father for
you. 27 For the Father Himself
loves you, because you have
loved me, and have believed that
I came from the Father. 28 I came
from the Father and came into
the world. Now I leave the world
and go to the Father. 29 His disci-
ples said: Now you speak plainly
and not in figurative language!
30 Now we are sure that you
know all things, and do not need
anyone to question you. By this
we believe you came from God.

31 Jesus answered them: Do
you now believe? 32 Behold,
the hour comes, yes, has come,
when you shall be scattered,

16:33 [ have overcome- But He had not yet died and thereby overcome the
world. He so believed that He would overcome that He spoke as if He al-

ready had.
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every man to his own home, and
you shall leave me alone; and yet
I am not alone, because the Fa-
ther is with me. 33 These things
have I spoken to you, so that in
me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation;
but be of good courage; I have
overcome the world.

CHAPTER 17
Jesus’ prayer to God
These things spoke Jesus, and
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Glorify Your son, that the son
may glorify you, 2 even as You
gave him authority over all flesh,
so that he should give eternal life
to all whom You have given him.
3 And this is everlasting life, that
they should know You, the only
true God, and him whom You
sent, Jesus Christ.

41 glorified You on the earth,
having accomplished the work
which You gave me to do. 3> And
now Father, glorify me with Your

own self with the glory which  had
with You before the world was.

lifting up his eyes to Heaven,
he said: Father, the hour comes.

17:3 “Know” is in the Greek continuous tense. We will spend eternity grow-
ing to know God. This is what eternal life will be about. If we don’t want
to know God now, then there will be no point giving us eternity in God’s
Kingdom to do this.

17:5 We need to remember that the Lord was speaking, and John was writ-
ing, against a Jewish background. The language of ‘pre-existence’ was
common in Jewish thinking and writing. To be ‘with God’ didn’t mean, in
Jewish terms, to be up there in heaven with God literally. Mary had favour
para God (Lk. 1:30) in the same way as Jesus had glory para God, but this
doesn’t mean she pre-existed or was in Heaven with God with her “favour”.
The Torah supposedly pre-existed, everything on earth was a pattern of the
pre-existing ideas of those things which were held in the plan and mind of
God in Heaven. John 17:5 has reference to these things: “And now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before
the world existed”. The Talmud and Genesis Rabbah speak of the “Throne of
Glory” pre-existing before the world existed. And the Lord Jesus seems to be
alluding to that. The Jewish mind wouldn’t have understood the Lord Jesus
to be making any claim here to have bodily, physically existed before birth.
Peter reflected Jewish thinking when he wrote (albeit under inspiration) that
Jesus was “foreknown” before the foundation of the world (1 Pet. 1:20 ESV).
Think through the implications of being “foreknown”- the Greek word used
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6 I manifested Your Name to the
men whom you gave me out of
the world. Yours they were and
You gave them to me, and they
have kept Your word. 7 Now they
know that all things, whatever
You have given me, are from
You. 8 For the words which You
gave me I have given to them,
and they received them, and
knew as a truth that [ came forth
from You; and they believed that
You did send me.

91 pray for them. I pray not for
the world, but for those whom
You have given me; for they are
Yours. 10 All things that are mine
are Yours, and Yours are mine,
and [ am glorified in them.

11T am no more in the world;
but these are in the world, and I
come to You. Holy Father, keep
them whom You have given me
in Your Name, that they may
be one, even as we are one.
12 While I was with them, I kept
them in Your Name which You
have given me, and I guarded
them; and not one of them per-
ished except the son of perdi-

JOHN 17:6-17:22

tion, so that the scripture might
be fulfilled.

I3Now I come to You; and
these things I speak in the world,
that they may have my joy made
full in themselves. 41 have
given them Your word, and the
world hated them, because they
are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world. 15T do not
pray that You should take them
out from the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil.
16 They are not of the world even
as [ am not of the world. 17 Sanc-
tify them in the truth. Your word
is truth. 18 As You sent me into
the world, even so I send them
into the world. 19 And for their
sakes I sanctify myself, that they
may also be sanctified in truth.

20 Neither for these only do I
pray, but for those also that be-
lieve in me through their word;
21 that they may all be one, even
as You, Father, are in me and I in
You, that they may also be one
in us; that the world may believe
You did send me. 22 And the
glory which You have given me,

is the root of the English word ‘prognosis’. I