THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES

CHAPTER 1 Oct. 13
Solomon Asks for Wisdom
Solomon the son of David was
strengthened in his kingdom,
and Yahweh his God was with him,
and magnified him exceedingly.
2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the
captains of thousands and of hun-
dreds, and to the judges, and to every
prince in all Israel, the heads of the
fathers” households. 3 So Solomon,
and all the assembly with him, went
to the high place that was at Gibeon;
for there was the Tent of Meeting
of God, which Moses the servant of
Yahweh had made in the wilderness.
4 But David had brought the ark of
God up from Kiriath Jearim to the
place that David had prepared for it;
for he had pitched a tent for it at Je-
rusalem. > Moreover the bronze altar,
that Bezalel the son of Uri the son of
Hur had made, was there before the
tabernacle of Yahweh; and Solomon

and the assembly were seeking coun-
sel there. 6 Solomon went up there
to the bronze altar before Yahweh
which was at the Tent of Meeting and
offered one thousand burnt offerings
on it. 7 In that night God appeared to
Solomon and said to him, Ask what
I shall give you. 8 Solomon said to
God, You have shown great grace
to David my father, and have made
me king in his place. 9 Now, Yahweh
God, let your promise to David my
father be established; for you have
made me king over a people like the
dust of the earth in multitude. 10 Now
give me wisdom and knowledge, that
I may go out and come in before this
people; for who can judge this your
people, that is so great? 11 God said
to Solomon, Because this was in
your heart, and you have not asked
riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life
of those who hate you, neither yet
have asked long life; but have asked

1:6 The Chronicles record is very positive compared to the accounts of Solomon in 1
Kings. But Solomon’s many sacrifices must be compared with Mic. 6:7, which says
that God isn’t impressed by such “thousands” of sacrifices, but looks instead for hu-
mility, justice and kindness in a person. Solomon’s father had likewise appreciated
that the cattle on one thousand hills are God’s and so we can’t give Him anything
materially which He doesn’t have, but we can give Him our personalities and char-
acters (Ps. 50:10). But Solomon thought that external generosity to God was what He
wanted, and he ignored the spiritual sacrifices which are far more important to God.
1:10 ‘Going out and coming in’ is an idiom for leadership. Solomon was asking for
wisdom because he thought that he was the Messiah, and he saw wisdom as a Mes-
sianic characteristic. He failed to realize that the promises to Abraham and David were
only being primarily fulfilled in him (e.g. 1 Kings 4:20); he thought that he was the
ultimate fulfilment of them (1 Kings 8:20 states this in so many words). His lack of
faith and vision of the future Kingdom lead him to this proud and arrogant conclusion
(cp. building up our own ‘Kingdom’ in this life through our lack of vision of the future
Kingdom which is to come at Christ’s return).
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wisdom and knowledge for yourself,
that you may judge my people, over
whom I have made you king: 12 wis-
dom and knowledge is granted to
you. I will give you riches, wealth,
and honour, such as none of the kings
have had who have been before you;
neither shall there any after you have
the like.

Solomon’s Prosperity

13 So Solomon came from the high
place that was at Gibeon, from be-
fore the Tent of Meeting, to Jeru-
salem; and he reigned over Israel.
14 Solomon gathered chariots and
horsemen: and he had one thousand
four hundred chariots, and twelve
thousand horsemen, that he placed in
the chariot cities, and with the king
at Jerusalem. !5 The king made silver
and gold to be in Jerusalem as stones,
and cedars made he to be as abundant
as the sycamore trees that are in the
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lowland. 16 The horses which Solo-
mon had were brought out of Egypt
and from Kue; the king’s merchants
purchased them from Kue. 17 They
brought out of Egypt a chariot for six
hundred pieces of silver, and a horse
for one hundred and fifty. They also
brought them out for all the kings of
the Hittites, and the kings of Syria.

CHAPTER 2 Oct. 13
Solomon Arranges Raw Materials
for the Temple from Huram
Now Solomon purposed to build
a house for the name of Yah-
weh, and a house for his kingdom.
2 Solomon counted out seventy thou-
sand men to bear burdens, and eighty
thousand men who were stone cutters
in the mountains, and three thousand
six hundred to oversee them. 3 Solo-
mon sent to Huram the king of Tyre
saying, As you dealt with David my
father, and sent him cedars to build

1:11 We too can prefer wisdom over wealth when we decide to turn down a more
demanding or a second job or course of education because we don’t want to be left
without time or heart for God’s word.

1:16 The kings merchants purchased them — This was specific disobedience to Dt.
17:16, which taught that Israel’s king shouldn’t cause the people to go to Egypt to buy
horses. And Solomon would have copied out this section of the law and memorized it
(Dt. 17:18). This shows how we have a tendency to not only ignore God’s word but
actually to do exactly the opposite. Isracl was strategically situated between Egypt
and other nations, and so Solomon became a middleman for the horse and chariot
trade (:17); but Israel were not to have horses and chariots themselves (Dt. 17:16). In-
evitably, Solomon ended up keeping horses for himself because he was ‘in the trade’,
and became obsessed with them. It’s rather like a person dealing in alcohol becoming
themselves an alcoholic; and in more subtle ways we too can fall for the goods of
Egypt through wilful association with them and enabling others to enjoy them.

2:1 Solomon wanted to build two houses, one for God and another for himself. There
was always a duality in Solomon’s service, rather than a total commitment to God
alone.

2:3-6 These words seem to smack of a false humility. He pompously informs Hiram of
the magnificence of his project, lost in the manic obsession of the powerful architect,
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him a house in which to dwell, so
deal with me. 4 Behold, I am about
to build a house for the name of Yah-
weh my God, to dedicate it to Him,
and to burn before Him incense of
sweet spices, and for the continual
showbread, and for the burnt offer-
ings morning and evening, on the
Sabbaths, and on the new moons,
and on the set feasts of Yahweh our
God. This is an ordinance forever to
Israel. 5 The house which I build is
great; for our God is great above all
gods. 6 But who is able to build Him
a house, since heaven and the heaven
of heavens can’t contain Him? Who
am I then, that I should build Him
a house, except just to burn incense
before Him? 7 Now therefore send
me a man talented to work in gold,
silver, brass, iron, purple, crimson
and blue, and who knows how to
produce engravings, to be with the
talented men who are with me in Ju-
dah and in Jerusalem, whom David
my father provided. 8 Send me also
cedar trees, fir trees, and algum trees,
out of Lebanon; for I know that your
servants know how to cut timber in
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Lebanon. My servants shall be with
your servants, 9 even to prepare me
timber in abundance; for the house
which I am about to build shall be
great and wonderful. 10 Behold, I
will give to your servants, the cut-
ters who cut timber, twenty thou-
sand measures of beaten wheat, and
twenty thousand measures of barley,
and twenty thousand baths of wine,
and twenty thousand baths of oil.
11 Then Huram the king of Tyre an-
swered in a writing which he sent to
Solomon, Because Yahweh loves His
people, therefore He has made you
king over them. 12 Huram contin-
ued, Blessed be Yahweh, the God of
Israel That made heaven and earth,
Who has given to David the king a
wise son, endowed with discretion
and understanding, that should build
a house for Yahweh, and a house for
His kingdom. 13 Now I have sent
a talented man endowed with un-
derstanding, of Huram my fathers,
14 the son of a woman of the daugh-
ters of Dan; and his father was a man
of Tyre, talented to work in gold, sil-
ver, brass, iron, stone, timber, purple,

and then concludes: “Who am I then, that I should build (God) an house?”. Confirma-
tion of this is provided by the way in which Jer. 22:13-17 describes Jehoiakim’s proud
building of his own cedar house in the language of Solomon’s building of the temple.
We can serve God with pride, in which case it is an abomination. There’s an obvious
contradiction in Solomon’s reasoning; if God is indeed so great that He doesn’t dwell
in human houses (Acts 7:48; 17:24), then why build Him a house? This was all false
humility, draped, as it were, in out of context Biblical quotation and spiritual allusion.
2:5 The house which I build is great — The Hebrew word translated “great” is used
again by Solomon at the end of his life when he lost his faith and looked back at how
he had built “great” buildings (Ecc. 2:4) in a vain search for self-fulfilment which he
ultimately found to be vanity. The lesson of Solomon is that we can serve God on a
surface level whilst our heart is far from Him, and the works we do for Him are in fact
only a living out of our vain search for self-fulfilment, rather than a total devotion to
Him and His causes.
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blue, fine linen and crimson, also to
engrave any kind of engraving, and
to devise any device. Let there be a
place appointed to him with your tal-
ented men, and with the talented men
of my lord David your father. 15 Now
therefore the wheat and the barley,
the oil and the wine, which my lord
has spoken of, let him send to his
servants; 16 and we will cut wood
out of Lebanon, as much as you shall
need. We will bring it to you in floats
by sea to Joppa; and you shall carry
it up to Jerusalem. 17 Solomon num-
bered all the foreigners who were in
the land of Israel, after the number-
ing with which David his father had
numbered them; and they were found
one hundred and fifty-three thousand
six hundred. 18 He set seventy thou-
sand of them to bear burdens, and
eighty thousand to be stone cutters
in the mountains, and three thousand
six hundred overseers to set the peo-
ple to work.

CHAPTER 3 Oct. 14
The Dimensions and Specifications
of the Temple
hen Solomon began to build the
house of Yahweh at Jerusalem
on Mount Moriah, where Yahweh
appeared to David his father, which
he prepared in the place that David
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had appointed, in the threshing floor
of Ornan the Jebusite. 2 He began
to build in the second day of the
second month, in the fourth year of
his reign. 3 Now these are the foun-
dations which Solomon laid for the
building of God’s house. The length
by cubits after the first measure was
sixty cubits and the breadth twenty
cubits. 4 The porch that was in front,
its length, according to the breadth of
the house, was twenty cubits, and the
height one hundred and twenty; and
he overlaid it within with pure gold.
5 The greater house he made with a
ceiling of fir wood which he over-
laid with fine gold, and ornamented
it with palm trees and chains. ¢ He
garnished the house with precious
stones for beauty: and the gold was
gold of Parvaim. 7 He overlaid also
the house, the beams, the thresholds
and its walls and its doors, with gold;
and engraved cherubim on the walls.
8 He made the most holy place: its
length, according to the breadth of
the house, was twenty cubits, and its
breadth twenty cubits; and he over-
laid it with fine gold, amounting to
six hundred talents. 9 The weight of
the nails was fifty shekels of gold.
He overlaid the upper rooms with
gold. 10 In the most holy place he
made two cherubim of wood; and

3:1 This implies David assumed that the spot where the Angel appeared to him in 2
Sam. 24:17,18 was where he should build the temple. But this could be one of several
examples of David wildly over-interpreting in order to justify his obsession with his

son building a temple.

Mount Moriah — This was where Abraham offered Isaac (Gen. 22:2), and it was near
Jerusalem — further strengthening the connections between that offering and the sacri-

fice of Christ on a hill outside Jerusalem.

3:3 A cubit was the distance from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger.
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they overlaid them with gold. !! The
wings of the cherubim were twenty
cubits long. The wing of the one was
five cubits, reaching to the wall of
the house; and the other wing was
five cubits, reaching to the wing of
the other cherub. 12 The wing of the
other cherub was five cubits, reach-
ing to the wall of the house; and the
other wing was five cubits, joining to
the wing of the other cherub. 13 The
wings of these cherubim spread
themselves forth twenty cubits.
They stood on their feet, and their
faces were toward the house. 14 He
made the veil of blue, purple, crim-
son and fine linen, and decorated it
with cherubim. 15 Also he made be-
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fore the house two pillars of thirty-
five cubits high, and the capital that
was on the top of each of them was
five cubits. 16 He made chains in the
oracle, and put them on the tops of
the pillars; and he made one hundred
pomegranates, and put them on the
chains. 17 He set up the pillars before
the temple, one on the right hand,
and the other on the left; and called
the name of that on the right hand
Jachin, and the name of that on the
left Boaz.

CHAPTER 4 Oct. 14

Details of the Temple Furniture
hen he made an altar of brass,
twenty cubits in length, and

3:12 Joining to the wing of the other cherub — The cherubim totally covered the ark. In
the Psalms, David reflects that the righteous dwell under the shadow of God’s wings
(Ps. 17:8; 36:7), as if we are located on the atonement cover which was on top of the
ark, where the blood of atonement was sprinkled, which represented Christ’s blood.
Our covering by God’s Angelic cherubim protection is therefore total and complete.
But the cherubim described here aren’t those which covered the ark; these covered
the entire Most Holy Place. Likewise the constant theme of cherubim everywhere in
the temple suggests that Solomon wished to expand the concept of the holiness and
protection of the atonement cover to the entire temple. The temple represents all God’s
people; for we are His temple. The New Testament expands the theme further — the
person of each individual believer is the temple of God (1 Cor. 3:17; 6:19). Each of us
personally becomes as it were within the Most Holy Place and likewise constantly in
God’s most intense presence and covered by His wings.

4:1 Stephen says that David tried to find a tabernacle for God, “But Solomon built
him an house. Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as
saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne... what house will ye build me?” (Acts 7:46-49
AV). This cannot mean ‘God no longer dwells in the temple as He used to before
Christ’s death’, because the reason given is that the prophet Isaiah says that God can-
not live in houses. This reason was true in Isaiah’s time, before the time of Christ. It
would seem that Stephen is politely saying: ‘Solomon made this mistake of thinking
that God can be limited to a physical building. You’re making just the same mistake’.
And he goes on to make a comment which could well allude to this: “Ye do always
resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers (including Solomon) did, so do ye” (Acts 7:51
AV). Further evidence that Stephen saw Solomon’s building of the temple in a nega-
tive light is provided by the link between Acts 7:41 and 48: “They made a calf... and
rejoiced in the works of their own hands... howbeit the Most High dwelleth not in



THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 4:1-4:19

twenty cubits in breadth, and ten
cubits in height. 2 Also he made the
molten sea of ten cubits from brim
to brim, round in compass; and its
height was five cubits; and a line of
thirty cubits encircled it. 3 Under it
was the likeness of oxen which en-
circled it for ten cubits, encircling
the sea. The oxen were in two rows,
cast when it was cast. 4 It stood on
twelve oxen, three looking toward
the north, three looking toward the
west, three looking toward the south
and three looking toward the east.
The sea was set on them above, and
all their back parts were inward. 3 It
was a handbreadth thick; and its brim
was worked like the brim of a cup,
like the flower of a lily. It received
and held three thousand baths. ¢ He
made also ten basins, and put five on
the right hand and five on the left, to
wash in them. Such things as related
to the burnt offering they washed in
them; but the sea was for the priests
to wash in. 7 He made the ten lamp-
stands of gold according to the com-
mand concerning them; and he set
them in the temple, five on the right
hand and five on the left. 8 He made
also ten tables, and placed them in
the temple, five on the right side and
five on the left. He made one hun-
dred basins of gold. 9 Furthermore he
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made the court of the priests, and the
great court, and doors for the court,
and overlaid their doors with brass.
10 He set the sea on the right side of
the house eastward, toward the south.
11 Huram made the pots, the shovels
and the basins. So Huram made an
end of doing the work that he did for
king Solomon in God’s house: 12 the
two pillars, and the bowls, and the
two capitals which were on the top
of the pillars, and the two networks
to cover the two bowls of the capitals
that were on the top of the pillars,
13 and the four hundred pomegran-
ates for the two networks; two rows
of pomegranates for each network,
to cover the two bowls of the capi-
tals that were on the pillars. 14 He
made also the bases, and the basins
he made on the bases; 15 one sea, and
the twelve oxen under it. 16 Huram
his father also made the pots, the
shovels, the forks, and all its vessels
for king Solomon for the house of
Yahweh of bright brass. 17 The king
cast them in the plain of the Jordan,
in the clay ground between Succoth
and Zeredah. 18 Thus Solomon made
all these vessels in great abundance;
for the weight of the brass could not
be estimated. 19 Solomon made all
the vessels that were in God’s house,
the golden altar also, and the tables

temples made with hands” (AV). The word “made” is stressed here in the record of
Solomon’s building the temple (3:8,10,14-16; 4:1,2,6-9,14,18,19,21). The work of the
temple was very much produced by men’s hands (2:7,8). Things made with hands re-
fers to idols in several Old Testament passages (e.g. Is. 2:8; 17:8; 31:7). Significantly,
Solomon’s temple is described as being made with hands in 1 Chron. 29:5. The lesson
ought to be clear: we can expend huge effort in apparently serving God when in fact
we are only serving ourselves; and thus we can turn the supposed service of God into

an idol.
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with the showbread on them; 20 and
the lampstands with their lamps, to
burn before the oracle according
to the commandment, of pure gold;
21 and the flowers, and the lamps,
and the tongs, of gold (perfect gold);
22 and the snuffers, basins, spoons
and fire pans, of pure gold. As for the
entry of the house, the inner doors
of it for the most holy place, and the
doors of the main hall of the temple
were of gold.

CHAPTER 5 Oct. 15
The Temple Is Dedicated with
Praise

hus all the work that Solomon

did for the house of Yahweh
was finished. Solomon brought in
the things that David his father had
dedicated, even the silver and the
gold, and all the vessels, and put
them in the treasuries of the house of
God. 2 Then Solomon assembled the
elders of Israel, and all the heads of
the tribes, the princes of the fathers’
households of the children of Israel,
to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of
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the covenant of Yahweh out of the
city of David, which is Zion. 3 And
all the men of Israel assembled them-
selves to the king at the feast, which
was in the seventh month. 4 All the
elders of Israel came. The Levites
took up the ark; 5 and they brought
up the ark, and the Tent of Meeting,
and all the holy vessels that were in
the Tent; these the priests the Levites
brought up. ¢ King Solomon and all
the congregation of Israel, that were
assembled to him, were before the
ark, sacrificing sheep and cattle, that
could not be counted nor numbered
for multitude. 7 The priests brought
in the ark of the covenant of Yahweh
to its place, into the oracle of the
house, to the most holy place, even
under the wings of the cherubim.
8 For the cherubim spread forth their
wings over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim covered the ark and
its poles. 9 The poles were so long
that the ends of the poles were seen
from the ark before the oracle; but
they were not seen outside. It is there
to this day. 10 There was nothing in

5:6 Sacrificing sheep and cattle, that could not be counted — Whilst the record here
isn’t specifically critical of Solomon, he failed to understand his father David’s reflec-
tion that all the cattle on every hill are God’s (Ps. 50:10) and therefore God doesn’t so
much as seek animal sacrifice from us as desire faith and a broken casting of ourselves
upon God. David came to that understanding because his sin against Uriah and Bath-
sheba deserved death and there was no animal sacrifice which could take away that
guilt — he had to throw himself upon God’s grace and learn that the real sacrifice God
sought was that of a broken, penitent heart (Ps. 51:16,17). Solomon didn’t recognize
his sins as David did, he didn’t mess up so publically as David did, and therefore he
failed to appreciate this, focussing instead on the external rather than the internal. It’s
amazing how God uses human sin and failure to teach us; those like Solomon who
don’t sin publically and don’t recognize the weight of their private sins are often lead
into the shallow, empty spirituality and surface level service of God which we see in
Solomon at this time. See on 7:5.

5:8 The cherubim covered the ark — See on 3:12.
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the ark except the two tables which
Moses put in it at Horeb, when Yah-
weh made a covenant with the chil-
dren of Israel when they came out
of Egypt. 11 The priests came out
of the holy place, (for all the priests
who were present had sanctified
themselves, and didn’t keep their
divisions; 12 also the Levites who
were the singers, all of them, even
Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and their
sons and their brothers, arrayed in
fine linen, with cymbals and stringed
instruments and harps, stood at the
east end of the altar, and with them
one hundred twenty priests sound-
ing with trumpets). 13 The trumpet-
ers and singers were as one, to make
one sound to be heard in praising and
thanking Yahweh; and they lifted up
their voice with the trumpets and
cymbals and instruments of music,
and praised Yahweh, saying, For He
is good; for His loving kindness en-
dures forever! Then the house was
filled with a cloud, even the house of
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Yahweh, 14 so that the priests could
not stand to minister by reason of the
cloud; for the glory of Yahweh filled
God’s house.

CHAPTER 6 Oct. 15
Solomon Addresses the People

hen Solomon said, Yahweh has

said that He would dwell in the
thick darkness. 2 But I have built You
a house of habitation, and a place for
You to dwell in forever. 3 The king
turned his face and blessed all the as-
sembly of Israel; and all the assem-
bly of Israel stood. 4 He said, Blessed
be Yahweh the God of Isracl, Who
spoke with His mouth to David my
father and has with His hands ful-
filled it saying, 5 Since the day that
I brought forth My people out of the
land of Egypt, I chose no city out
of all the tribes of Israel to build a
house in, that My name might be
there; neither chose I any man to
be prince over My people Israel.
6 But I have chosen Jerusalem, that

6:2 A place for You to dwell in forever — This is one of several hints that Solomon felt
that the full fulfilment of the Davidic promises was to be found in him (see on :10).
He failed to look forward to the spirit of Christ, instead becoming obsessed with the
achievement of his own works. He was largely encouraged in this by David, who
seems to have felt that Solomon was the Messiah figure the promises spoke about.
Thus Ps.72 is dedicated to Solomon, and yet it speaks clearly of the messianic King-
dom. David thus came to misquote and misapply the promises God made to him in
his obsession about his own family, rather than seeing the promises as concerning
the great spiritual family which would be built by Messiah. Solomon repeated his
father’s error. God had told David that He did not want a physical house, because He
had never commanded this to be done at any time in the past. Solomon misquotes this
in :5,6 to mean that God had never asked for a physical house in the past, but now He
had asked David’s son to build such a house in Jerusalem. This is a lesson to us all
against misquoting and misapplying Scripture to justify how we would like things to
be for us and our immediate family.

6:6. Solomon claims that God said: “But I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name
might be there”. God had chosen no resting place, although it would have been po-
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My name might be there; and have
chosen David to be over My people
Israel. 7 Now it was in the heart of
David my father to build a house for
the name of Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael. 8 But Yahweh said to David my
father, Whereas it was in your heart
to build a house for My name, you
did well that it was in your heart.
9 Nevertheless you shall not build
the house; but your son who shall
come forth out of your body, he
shall build the house for My name.
10 Yahweh has performed His word
that He spoke; for I have risen up in
the place of David my father, and sit
on the throne of Israel, as Yahweh
promised, and have built the house
for the name of Yahweh, the God of
Israel. 11 Therein I have set the ark,
in which is the covenant of Yahweh,
which He made with the children of
Israel.

Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication

12He stood before the altar of Yahweh
in the presence of all the assembly
of Israel, and spread forth his hands
13 (for Solomon had made a bronze
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scaffold, five cubits long, five cubits
broad and three cubits high, and had
set it in the midst of the court; and on
it he stood, and kneeled down on his
knees before all the assembly of Isra-
el, and spread forth his hands toward
heaven). 14 He said, Yahweh, the
God of Israel, there is no God like
You, in heaven or on earth; You Who
keep covenant and loving kindness
with Your servants who walk before
You with all their heart; 15 Who has
kept with Your servant David my fa-
ther that which You promised him:
yes, You spoke with Your mouth,
and have fulfilled it with Your hand,
as it is this day. 16 Now therefore,
Yahweh the God of Israel, keep with
Your servant David my father that
which You promised him saying,
There shall not fail you a man in
My sight to sit on the throne of Is-
rael, if only your children take heed
to their way, to walk in My law as
you have walked before Me. 17 Now
therefore, Yahweh the God of Israel,
let Your word be verified which You
spoke to Your servant David. 18 But
will God indeed dwell with men on

litically convenient for Solomon if Jerusalem as a city was where God had chosen to
dwell. And so he kept thinking that way until he persuaded himself that in fact this
was what God had said, and misquoted God’s word to that end.

6:10 Yahweh has performed His word that He spoke — The promise to David about
his great son building God’s house was a promise of Messiah building a house in
the sense of a spiritual family (Lk. 1:31-35). The promise was given in response to
David’s desire to build a physical house for God. But Solomon was too eager to see
the prophecy fulfilled in him and before his eyes, and this lack of Christ-centeredness
and focus on the future, ultimate Kingdom of God on earth led him astray.

6:12, 13 The record emphasizes how Solomon prayed in front of everyone and showed
his apparent humility before all. Christ’s teaching condemning such behaviour may
well allude to Solomon’s failures in these things (Mt. 6:6).

6:18 These fine words contradict what Solomon just said in :2, that he was building
a house where God would dwell, and would do so, he claimed, “for ever”. This is all
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the earth? Behold, heaven and the
heaven of heavens can’t contain You;
how much less this house which I
have built! 19 Yet have respect for
the prayer of Your servant and to his
supplication, Yahweh my God, to lis-
ten to the cry and to the prayer which
Your servant prays before You; 20 that
Your eyes may be open toward this
house day and night, even toward the
place where you have said that You
would put Your name; to listen to
the prayer which Your servant shall
pray toward this place. 2! Listen to
the petitions of Your servant and of
Your people Israel when they shall
pray toward this place. Yes, hear
from Your dwelling place, even from
heaven; and when You hear, forgive.
22 If a man sin against his neigh-
bour, and an oath is laid on him to
cause him to swear, and he comes
and swears before your altar in this
house; 23 then hear from heaven, and
do, and judge your servants, bringing
retribution to the wicked, to bring his
way on his own head; and justifying
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his righteousness. 24 If Your
people Israel be struck down before
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the enemy because they have sinned
against You, and shall turn again and
confess Your name, and pray and
make supplication before You in this
house; 25 then hear from heaven,
and forgive the sin of your people
Israel, and bring them again to the
land which You gave to them and to
their fathers. 26 When the sky is shut
up and there is no rain because they
have sinned against You; if they pray
toward this place, and confess Your
name and turn from their sin, when
You afflict them; 27 then hear in
heaven, and forgive the sin of Your
servants and of Your people Israel,
when You teach them the good way
in which they should walk; and send
rain on Your land, which You have
given to Your people for an inherit-
ance. 28 If there is famine in the land,
if there is plague, blight or mildew,
locust or caterpillar; if their enemies
besiege them in the land of their cit-
ies; whatever plague or whatever
sickness there is; 29 whatever prayer
and supplication be made by any
man, or by all Your people Israel
who shall know every man his own
plague and his own sorrow of heart,

therefore false humility, which is something every spiritual person must ever be on
their guard against.

6:20 Pray toward this place — Prayer should’ve been directed toward God, but Solo-
mon gave in to the human tendency to want a buffer between God and man, just as
Israel didn’t want to hear God speaking directly with them. Popular religion has pan-
dered to this tendency through hierarchical systems of priesthood etc., but God has al-
ways revealed Himself as thirsting for relationship with man and therefore is eager for
the most direct form of contact with us which our humanity permits. This is supremely
enabled for those who are by status “in Christ” who can come directly to God because
of Christ’s achievement for us.

6:24 Turn again and confess Your name — God’s Name refers to the declaration of His
characteristics (Ex. 34:4-6). Repentance involves a recognition both of our wrong-
ness, and God’s rightness. See on 12:6.
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and shall spread forth his hands to-
ward this house; 30 then hear from
heaven Your dwelling place and for-
give, and render to each man accord-
ing to all his ways, whose heart You
know; (for You, even You only, know
the hearts of the children of men;)
31 that they may fear You, to walk
in Your ways, so long as they live
in the land which You gave to our
fathers. 32 Moreover concerning the
foreigner, who is not of Your people
Israel, when he shall come from a far
country for Your great name’s sake
and because of Your mighty hand
and Your outstretched arm; when
they shall come and pray toward
this house; 33 then hear from heaven,
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even from Your dwelling place, and
do according to all that the foreigner
calls to You for; that all the peoples
of the earth may know Your name
and fear You, as does Your people
Israel, and that they may know that
this house which I have built is called
by Your name. 34 If Your people go
out to battle against their enemies,
by whatever way You shall send
them, and they pray to You toward
this city which You have chosen,
and the house which I have built for
your name; 35 then hear from heaven
their prayer and their supplication,
and uphold their case. 36 If they sin
against You (for there is no man who
sins not) and You are angry with

6:30 Render to every man according to all his ways — This will happen when Christ
returns at the final day of judgment (Rev. 22:12). And yet it is said to happen in re-
sponse to prayer now. When we pray, we come before God’s throne; the experience of
prayer is therefore a foretaste of the day of judgment. As we feel toward the Lord now
when we are in His presence in prayer, so we will then.

6:33 Solomon speaks as if the heavens where God lived were actually the temple; he
bid men pray towards the temple where God lived, rather than to God in Heaven. Yet
theoretically he recognized the magnitude of God (:18); yet the vastness of God, both
in power and spirituality, meant little to him; it failed to humble him as it should have
done. It is a feature of human nature to be able to perceive truth and yet act the very
opposite. His enthusiasm for his own works lead him to lose a true relationship with
God. The idea of salvation by grace became lost on him, loving response to God’s for-
giveness was not on his agenda, he felt true humility was unnecessary for him, given
his certainty that he was King as God intended.

6:35 Uphold their case — The crises encountered by God’s people on earth are as it
were considered by the court of Heaven, with God acting as both the advocate and
judge, upholding their case. But this is if we bring our case before Him in prayer. This
is why simply telling God the situation we’re in, although He knows it in the sense
that He knows all things, is so necessary.

6:36 Solomon is alluding in this verse to God’s threatened punishments for Israel if
they totally rebelled against Him. But Solomon seems to minimize that sin by describ-
ing it as if it’s inevitable — “for there is no man who sins not”. God set before Israel the
blessings for obedience and abiding in the covenant, and the curses for disobedience
and breaking covenant with God, which included being scattered amongst the Gentiles
and losing their land. And Solomon minimizes such serious rebellion as something or-
dinary. This minimizing of sin is what led him to spiritual self-destruction.
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them, and deliver them to the enemy,
so that they carry them away captive
to a land far off or near; 37 yet if they
shall repent themselves in the land
where they are carried captive, and
turn again, and make supplication to
You in the land of their captivity say-
ing, We have sinned, we have done
perversely, and have dealt wickedly;
38 if they return to You with all their
heart and with all their soul in the
land of their captivity to where they
have carried them captive, and pray
toward their land which You gave to
their fathers and to the city which You
have chosen, and toward the house
which I have built for Your name:
39 then hear from heaven, even from
Your dwelling place, their prayer and
their petitions, and uphold their case
and forgive Your people who have
sinned against You. 40 Now, my God,
let, I beg You, Your eyes be open,
and let Your ears be attentive, to the
prayer that is made in this place.
41 Now therefore arise, Yahweh God,
into Your resting place, You and the
ark of Your strength: let Your priests,
Yahweh God, be clothed with salva-
tion, and let Your saints rejoice in
goodness. 42 Yahweh God, don’t turn
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away the face of Your anointed. Re-
member Your graces to David Your
servant.

CHAPTER 7 Oct. 16
God Accepts the Temple
Now when Solomon had made
an end of praying, the fire came
down from heaven and consumed
the burnt offering and the sacrifices;
and the glory of Yahweh filled the
house. 2 The priests could not enter
into the house of Yahweh, because
the glory of Yahweh filled Yahweh’s
house. 3 All the children of Israel
looked on, when the fire came down,
and the glory of Yahweh was on the
house; and they bowed themselves
with their faces to the ground on the
pavement and worshipped and gave
thanks to Yahweh saying, For He is
good; for His grace endures for ever.
4 Then the king and all the people
offered sacrifice before Yahweh.
5 King Solomon offered a sacrifice of
twenty-two thousand head of cattle,
and a hundred and twenty thousand
sheep. So the king and all the people
dedicated God’s house. ¢ The priests
stood, according to their positions;
the Levites also with instruments

7:1 Although God had clearly told David that He didn’t want a physical house built
for Him, He made a concession to Israel’s weakness as He did in allowing them to
have a human king — and worked through that concession, that lower level of spiritual
life which His people had chosen. Such is His thirst for relationship with us His peo-
ple. Therefore His glory filled the temple as a sign that despite Solomon’s pompous
prayer of chapter 6, He was willing to accept that system of temple presence.

7:5 These huge numbers of animal sacrifices weren’t really what God was looking for;
each animal represented the dedication of one person, and we cannot dedicate other
people’s devotion; they must themselves offer it. The fact Solomon’s animal sacrifices
were too many or too large to fit on the altar God had designed and specified the size
of (:7) indicates that they weren’t what God had intended. See on 5:6.
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of music of Yahweh, which David
the king had made to give thanks
to Yahweh, when David praised by
their ministry saying, For His grace
endures forever. The priests sounded
trumpets before them; and all Israel
stood. 7 Moreover Solomon made
the middle of the court holy that
was before the house of Yahweh;
for there he offered the burnt offer-
ings, and the fat of the peace offer-
ings, because the bronze altar which
Solomon had made was not able to
receive the burnt offering, and the
meal offering, and the fat. & So Solo-
mon held the feast at that time seven
days, and all Israel with him, a very
great assembly, from the entrance of
Hamath to the brook of Egypt. 9 On
the eighth day they held a solemn as-
sembly; for they kept the dedication
of the altar seven days, and the feast
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seven days. 10 On the twenty-third
day of the seventh month he sent
the people away to their tents, joyful
and glad of heart for the grace that
Yahweh had shown to David, and to
Solomon, and to Israel His people.
1T Thus Solomon finished the house
of Yahweh, and the king’s house. He
successfully completed all that came
into Solomon’s heart to make in the
house of Yahweh, and in his own
house.

God Responds to Solomon’s Prayer
12 Yahweh appeared to Solomon by
night and said to him, I have heard
your prayer, and have chosen this
place to Myself for a house of sac-
rifice. 13 If T shut up the sky so that
there is no rain, or if I command the
locust to devour the land, or if I send
plague among My people; 14 if My

7:11 The house of Yahweh, and in his own house — Twice in this verse and often else-
where we see God’s house paralleled with Solomon’s house. His dedication to God’s
house wasn’t total and undivided.

7:12 2 God accepted the temple only as a place of sacrifice, i.e. a glorified altar (cp.
2 Sam. 24:17,18). And yet — God didn’t really want sacrifice (Ps. 40:6; Heb. 10:5). It
was a concession to weakness.

7:14 Solomon in his prayer had said that if Israel sinned and then prayed toward the
temple, God would then forgive them. But God corrects this; He wants sinners to pray
directly to Him, and He will forgive them — the temple was not to be seen as the in-
strument or mediatrix of forgiveness which Solomon envisaged. Likewise, Solomon’s
implication that prayer offered in the temple would be especially acceptable was not
upheld by God’s reply to him about this (6:24-26 cp. 7:12,13). Again and again we
see that God thirsts for direct relationship with Him, rather than via any system of
priesthood or human religion, even attending meetings because that’s our social club
and family background. Solomon says that God will hear the prayers of His people be-
cause the temple is called by God’s Name; but God’s response is that “My people who
are called by My name” would pray to Him themselves and be heard, quite apart from
the temple (6:33 cp. 7:14). He sees them as bearing His Name rather than the temple
building, as Solomon perceived it. God goes on to parallel the temple and His people
in :21,22, saying that if He punishes the temple He will punish the people. Solomon
seems to have thought that the temple would still stand favourably in God’s eyes even
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people who are called by My name
shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek My face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land. 15 Now
My eyes shall be open and My ears
sensitive to the prayer that is made
in this place. 16 For now have I cho-
sen and made this house holy, that
My name may be there forever; and
My eyes and My heart shall be there
perpetually. 17 As for you, if you
will walk before Me as David your
father walked, and do according to
all that I have commanded you and
will keep My statutes and My ordi-
nances; !8 then I will establish the
throne of your kingdom, according
as | covenanted with David your fa-
ther saying, There shall not fail you
a man to be ruler in Israel. 19 But if
you turn away and forsake My stat-
utes and My commandments which I
have set before you, and shall go and
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serve other gods, and worship them;
20 then I will pluck them up by the
roots out of My land which I have
given them; and this house, which I
have made holy for My name, I will
cast out of My sight, and I will make
it a proverb and a byword among all
peoples. 21 This house, which is so
high, everyone who passes by it shall
be astonished, and shall say, ‘Why
has Yahweh done thus to this land,
and to this house?’ 22 They shall
answer, ‘Because they abandoned
Yahweh, the God of their fathers,
who brought them forth out of the
land of Egypt, and took other gods,
worshipped them, and served them.
Therefore He has brought all this
evil on them’.

CHAPTER 8 Oct. 17

Solomon’s Building Projects

It happened at the end of twenty
years, in which Solomon had built

the house of Yahweh and his own

if the people were punished. The lesson is that it’s individual people rather than reli-
gious structures, of whatever sort, which God is interested in.

7:16 This is a conditional promise, followed by five verses of conditions concern-
ing Solomon’s spirituality which he overlooked. Like Solomon, we too can fix upon
promises without considering their conditionality. There is good reason to think that
communally and individually we so easily shut our eyes to the possibility of our
spiritual failure and disaster, the sense of the future we might miss. God constantly
warned Solomon about the conditionality of the promises, before the building started
(2 Sam. 7:14), during it (1 Kings 6:11-13) and immediately after completing it (1
Kings 9:2-9).

7:20 God here corrects Solomon’s idea that if Israel were dispersed, then the temple
would still stand and they could pray to it from their dispersion.

8:1 Solomon had built the house of Yahweh and his own house — Again Solomon’s
building of God’s house is paralleled with building his own house, implying his dedi-
cation to God’s house wasn’t wholehearted, unlike David his father. This chapter goes
on to use the word “built” many times. Solomon’s building of God’s house is set with-
in the context of the way he liked building anyway. At the end of his life, he admits
that he went through a phase of being obsessed with building, in some vain search to
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house, 2 that the cities which Huram
had given to Solomon, Solomon
built them, and caused the children
of Israel to dwell there. 3 Solomon
went to Hamath Zobah, and pre-
vailed against it. 4 He built Tadmor
in the wilderness, and all the stor-
age cities which he built in Hamath.
5 Also he built Beth Horon the upper,
and Beth Horon the lower, fortified
cities, with walls, gates, and bars;
6 and Baalath, and all the storage
cities that Solomon had, and all the
cities for his chariots, and the cities
for his horsemen, and all that Solo-
mon desired to build for his pleasure
in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in
all the land of his dominion. 7 As for
all the people who were left of the
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the
Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the
Jebusites, who were not of Israel;
8 of their children who were left after
them in the land, whom the children
of Israel didn’t consume, of them
Solomon conscripted forced labour
to this day. 9 But of the children of
Israel, Solomon made no servants
for his work; but they were men
of war, and chief of his captains,
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and rulers of his chariots and of his
horsemen. 10 These were the chief
officers of king Solomon, even two-
hundred and fifty, who ruled over the
people.!l Solomon brought up the
daughter of Pharaoh out of the city of
David to the house that he had built
for her; for he said, My wife shall
not dwell in the house of David king
of Israel, because the places where
the ark of Yahweh has come are holy.
12 Then Solomon offered burnt offer-
ings to Yahweh on the altar of Yah-
weh, which he had built before the
porch, 13 even as the duty of every
day required, offering according to
the commandment of Moses, on the
Sabbaths, and on the new moons,
and on the set feasts, three times in
the year, in the feast of unleavened
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and
in the feast of tents. 14 He appointed,
according to the ordinance of David
his father, the divisions of the priests
to their service, and the Levites to
their offices, to praise, and to minis-
ter before the priests, as the duty of
every day required; the doorkeepers
also by their divisions at every gate;
for so had David the man of God

find self-fulfilment without God (Ecc. 2:4). In his apparently zealous building of the
temple, Solomon was therefore only serving God in ways which he enjoyed, which re-
inforced his own personality type. Hence :6 speaks of how he “desired to build for Ais
pleasure”. On one hand, we must use our God-given talents to serve Him; and yet on
the other, we are asked to take up Christ’s cross and follow Him, going right against
the grain of how we would naturally like to be.

8:6 Solomon had so many horses and chariots that he needed to build cities to store
them. This was a specific disobedience to the command that the king of Israel was
not to multiply horses to himself (Dt. 17:16). Yet that was the very section of the Law
which he had to copy out and remember (Dt. 17:19). He had the ability, like all of us,
to know God’s requirements and yet do the very opposite. He must’ve assumed that
somehow he was an exception... but if we accept and love God’s principles we will
not wish to make ourselves any exception to them.
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commanded. 15 They didn’t depart
from the commandment of the king
to the priests and Levites concerning
any matter, or concerning the treas-
ures. 16 Now all the work of Solomon
was prepared to the day of the foun-
dation of the house of Yahweh, and
until it was finished. So the house
of Yahweh was completed. 17 Then
went Solomon to Ezion Geber, and
to Eloth, on the seashore in the land
of Edom. 18 Huram sent him ships
and servants who had knowledge of
the sea by the hands of his servants;
and they came with the servants of
Solomon to Ophir, and fetched from
there four hundred and fifty talents
of gold, and brought them to king
Solomon.

CHAPTER 9 oOct. 18
The Visit of the Queen of Sheba
hen the queen of Sheba heard
of the fame of Solomon, she
came to Jerusalem to prove Solo-
mon with hard questions, with a
very great train, and camels that
bore spices, and gold in abundance
and precious stones. When she had
come to Solomon, she talked with
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him of all that was in her heart.
2 Solomon told her all her questions;
and there was not anything hidden
from Solomon which he didn’t tell
her. 3 When the queen of Sheba had
seen the wisdom of Solomon, and
the house that he had built, 4 and the
food of his table, and the sitting of
his servants, and the attendance of
his ministers and their clothing, his
cup bearers also and their clothing,
and his ascent by which he went up
to the house of Yahweh; there was no
more spirit in her. 5 She said to the
king, It was a true report that I heard
in my own land of your acts and of
your wisdom. ¢ However I didn’t be-
lieve their words until I came, and
my eyes had seen it; and behold, the
half of the greatness of your wisdom
wasn’t told me: you exceed the fame
that I heard. 7 Happy are your men,
and happy are these your servants
who stand continually before you,
and hear your wisdom. 8 Blessed be
Yahweh your God, who delighted in
you to set you on His throne, to be
king for Yahweh your God: because
your God loved Israel to establish
them forever, therefore He made you

9:5 No more spirit in her— The Hebrew word translated “spirit” has a wide range of
meaning. It can refer to the life force within people; or as here, it can refer to the
mind.

9:6 People usually need to see intellectual truths lived out in practice before they will
really believe them. This is why the Gospel is more powerfully taught by people, rath-
er than through impersonal mediums like the internet or reading books.

9:8 7o be king for Yahweh your God — Israel were God’s Kingdom on earth, and their
kings were reigning on God’s behalf. The Kingdom was therefore overturned when
the last king of Israel was deposed; but it will be re-established at Christ’s return (Ez.
21:25-27; Acts 1:6). The hope of the coming Kingdom of God on earth is therefore the
hope of the re-establishment of God’s Kingdom which once was upon earth. Again we
see that the promised Kingdom will be on earth — this is the Biblical hope, not going
to Heaven on death.



798

king over them, to do justice and
righteousness. 9 She gave the king
one hundred and twenty talents of
gold, and spices in great abundance,
and precious stones. Neither was
there any such spice as the queen of
Sheba gave to king Solomon. 10 The
servants also of Huram, and the serv-
ants of Solomon, who brought gold
from Ophir, brought algum trees and
precious stones. ! The king made of
the algum trees terraces for the house
of Yahweh and for the king’s house,
and harps and stringed instruments
for the singers. There were none
like these seen before in the land of
Judah. 12 King Solomon gave to the
queen of Sheba all her desire, what-
ever she asked, besides that which
she had brought to the king. So she
returned to her own land, she and her
servants.

Solomon’s Wealth
13 Now the weight of gold that
came to Solomon in one year was
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six hundred and sixty-six talents of
gold, 14 besides that which the trad-
ers and merchants brought. All the
kings of Arabia and the governors of
the country brought gold and silver
to Solomon. 15 King Solomon made
two hundred large shields of beaten
gold; six hundred shekels of beaten
gold went to one large shield. 16 He
made three hundred other shields of
beaten gold; three hundred shekels
of gold went to one shield: and the
king put them in the house of the for-
est of Lebanon. 17 Moreover the king
made a great throne of ivory, and
overlaid it with pure gold. 18 And
there were six steps to the throne,
with a footstool of gold, which were
fastened to the throne, and stays on
either side by the place of the seat,
and two lions standing beside the
stays. 19 Twelve lions stood there on
both sides of the six steps: there was
nothing like it made in any kingdom.
20 All king Solomon’s drinking ves-
sels were of gold, and all the vessels

9:13 The reference to 666 cannot be coincidental; this is the number of a man who
is the epitome of “the beast” (Rev. 13:18). There are many other similarities between
the descriptions of the beast’s kingdom and that of Solomon’s kingdom. And yet his
kingdom was clearly a type of Christ’s kingdom. We see in this the terrible duality
possible within human beings; and we see how what may appear very spiritual and
wonderful on the surface can in fact be very sinful. This is true of both individuals and
communities.

9:19 Solomon came to see his throne as the throne of God; he seemed to think that the
promise to David that Messiah would sit on his throne could be fulfilled if he built the
most amazing throne ever seen in the world. He made 12 lions to stand on either side
of his throne, perhaps in imitation of how the Angels were perceived to be on either
side of God’s throne (1 Kings 22:19). He was indeed sitting on the throne of the Lord
as king over Israel, but in the sense that he was reigning on God’s behalf; for God was
Israel’s true king. Solomon seems to have thought that he himself was some kind of
God over Israel. And the lesson for us is to perceive ourselves as God’s servants and
representatives, but not to take this to the extent that we think that all of our actions
are thereby justified as somehow Divinely sanctioned. The end result was that Solo-
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of the house of the forest of Lebanon
were of pure gold. Silver was noth-
ing accounted of in the days of Solo-
mon. 21 For the king had ships that
went to Tarshish with the servants of
Huram; once every three years came
the ships of Tarshish, bringing gold,
silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.
22 So king Solomon exceeded all
the kings of the earth in riches and
wisdom. 23 All the kings of the earth
sought the presence of Solomon, to
hear his wisdom, which God had put
in his heart. 24 They brought each
man his tribute, vessels of silver,
and vessels of gold, and clothing, ar-
mour, and spices, horses, and mules,
a rate year by year. 25 Solomon had
four thousand stalls for horses and
chariots, and twelve thousand horse-
men that he stationed in the chariot
cities, and with the king at Jerusa-
lem. 26 He ruled over all the kings
from the River even to the land of
the Philistines, and to the border of
Egypt. 27 The king made silver to be
in Jerusalem as stones, and he made
cedars to be as the sycamore trees
that are in the lowland, for abun-

799

dance. 28 They brought horses for
Solomon out of Egypt, and out of all
lands. 29 Now the rest of the acts of
Solomon, first and last, aren’t they
written in the history of Nathan the
prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahi-
jah the Shilonite, and in the visions
of Iddo the seer concerning Jero-
boam the son of Nebat? 30 Solomon
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel
forty years. 31 Solomon slept with
his fathers, and he was buried in the
city of David his father. Rehoboam
his son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 10 Oct. 19
The Division of the Kingdom
ehoboam went to Shechem; for
11 Israel had come to Shechem
to make him king. 2 When Jeroboam
the son of Nebat heard of it (for he
was in Egypt, where he had fled
from the presence of king Solomon),
then Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.
3 They sent and called him; and Jero-
boam and all Israel came, and they
spoke to Rehoboam saying, 4 Your
father made our yoke grievous. Now
therefore make lighter the grievous

mon lost sight of the future Kingdom — and we too will likewise lose our way if we de
facto consider our little kingdoms to effectively be God’s Kingdom.

9:23 Solomon had God’s wisdom throughout his apostasy (Ecc. 2:9), as the Truth ever
remains with us in intellectual terms. God put that wisdom in his heart in order for
him to help others, both in Israel and in the world; yet Solomon failed to realize that
he needed to apply it to himself. The more truth passes through our lips to others, the
stronger we are tempted to not apply it to ourselves personally.

10:4 The temple project became an obsession with Solomon; after his death, his peo-
ple complained at the “grievous service” which Solomon had subjected them to. But
the Hebrew word translated “service” is that repeatedly used to describe the “service”
of the temple by the people (1 Chron. 25:6; 26:8,30; 27:26; 28:13-15,20,21; 29:7; 2
Chron. 8:14).Solomon became obsessed with making others ‘serve God” when it was
effectively serving him; he came to be abusive to God’s people, when the initial idea
of the temple was that it was to be built in order to help God’s people serve Him. And
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service of your father, and his heavy
yoke which he put on us, and we will
serve you. > He said to them, Come
again to me after three days. The
people departed. ¢ King Rehoboam
took counsel with the old men who
had stood before Solomon his fa-
ther while he yet lived, saying, What
advice do you give me to return an-
swer to this people? 7 They spoke to
him saying, ‘If you are kind to this
people, and please them, and speak
good words to them, then they will
be your servants forever’. 8 But he
forsook the counsel of the old men
which they had given him, and took
counsel with the young men who
had grown up with him, who stood
before him. 9 He said to them, What
advice do you give, that we may
return answer to this people who
have spoken to me saying, ‘Make
the yoke that your father put on us
lighter?” 10 The young men who had
grown up with him spoke to him say-
ing, Thus you shall tell the people
who spoke to you saying, Your fa-
ther made our yoke heavy, but make
it lighter on us; thus you shall say to
them, My little finger is thicker than
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my father’s waist. 11 Now whereas
my father burdened you with a heavy
yoke, I will add to your yoke. My
father chastised you with whips, but
I will chastise you with scorpions.
12.S0 Jeroboam and all the people
came to Rehoboam the third day, as
the king asked, saying, Come to me
again the third day. 13 The king an-
swered them roughly; and king Re-
hoboam forsook the advice of the old
men, 14 and spoke to them after the
advice of the young men saying, My
father made your yoke heavy, but I
will add to it. My father chastised
you with whips, but I will chastise
you with scorpions. 15 So the king
didn’t listen to the people; for it was
brought about of God, that Yahweh
might establish His word, which
He spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 16 When
all Israel saw that the king didn’t lis-
ten to them, the people answered the
king saying, What portion have we
in David? Neither have we inherit-
ance in the son of Jesse! Every man
to your tents, Isracl! Now see to your
own house, David. So all Israel de-
parted to their tents. 17 But as for the

such obsession, turning well motivated projects into means of personal ego tripping,
with all the resultant abuse, has sadly damaged so many within the body of Christ.
Jesus invited people who were heavy burdened under a hard yoke to come to Him and
have that yoke made lighter (Mt. 11:29,30). He was clearly alluding to this incident,
where heavily burdened people ‘came’ seeking a lighter yoke.

10:10 Younger people are often harsher than older ones, and therefore make good
soldiers in wars of aggression, both literal and figurative. As we grow older we ought
to become softer and the more influenced by God’s grace, rather than growing hard
and gnarled as some do.

10:15 It was brought about of God — Rehoboam’s response to the people seems obvi-
ously wrong and unwise. Yet this error of judgment was worked through by God to
fulfil His prophetic word. Whilst we have freewill, God confirms us in the attitudes
and choices which we make.
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children of Israel who lived in the
cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned
over them. 18 Then king Rehoboam
sent Hadoram, who was over the
men subject to forced labour; and the
children of Israel stoned him to death
with stones. King Rehoboam made
speed to get himself up to his char-
iot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel
rebelled against the house of David
to this day.

CHAPTER 11 oct. 19
Rehoboam Begins Well

hen Rehoboam had come to

Jerusalem, he assembled the
house of Judah and Benjamin, one
hundred and eighty thousand cho-
sen men who were warriors, to fight
against Israel, to bring the kingdom
again to Rehoboam. 2 But the word
of Yahweh came to Shemaiah the
man of God saying, 3 Speak to Re-
hoboam the son of Solomon, king of
Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and
Benjamin saying, 4 Thus says Yah-
weh, “You shall not go up nor fight
against your brothers! Return every
man to his house; for this thing is of
Me’. So they listened to the words
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of Yahweh, and returned from go-
ing against Jeroboam. 5 Rehoboam
lived in Jerusalem, and built cit-
ies for defence in Judah. ¢ He built
Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth Zur,
Soco, Adullam, 8 Gath, Mareshah,
Ziph, 9 Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah,
10 Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron, which
are in Judah and in Benjamin, forti-
fied cities. 11 He fortified the strong-
holds, and put captains in them, and
stores of food, and oil and wine.
12 He put shields and spears in
every city, and made them exceed-
ingly strong. Judah and Benjamin
belonged to him. 13 The priests and
the Levites who were in all Israel re-
sorted to him out of all their border.
14 For the Levites left their suburbs
and their possessions and came to
Judah and Jerusalem; for Jeroboam
and his sons cast them off, that they
should not execute the priests’ office
to Yahweh. 15 He appointed priests
for the high places, and for the male
goats, and for the calves which he
had made. 16 After them, out of all
the tribes of Israel, such as set their
hearts to seek Yahweh, the God of
Israel, came to Jerusalem to sacrifice

11:4 So they listened to the words of Yahweh — This is very commendable. When we’ve
prepared to do something on a major scale, turning back from the project because we
perceive God’s word to teach otherwise is a hard thing to do. But this must be the
power of God’s word in our lives. Any war of aggression against our brethren just has
to be wrong; and we as the Israel of God should bear this always in mind regardless of
what provocation we receive from our brethren.

11:14 Despite Jeroboam being so apostate from the true God, the ten tribes are still
called the “brothers” of Judah (:4). No matter how far some go from the Lord or His
truth, once a brother always a brother. Once a person is within the family of God
through baptism into Christ, it is not for us to ever say in this life that they are no
longer in that family.

11:16 In times when the children of God turn away from Him, the faithful minority
will go to great lengths to meet with others who are still faithful; and it may even
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to Yahweh, the God of their fathers.
17 So they strengthened the kingdom
of Judah, and made Rehoboam the
son of Solomon strong, three years;
for they walked three years in the
way of David and Solomon. 18 Re-
hoboam took him a wife, Mahalath
the daughter of Jerimoth the son of
David and of Abihail the daughter
of Eliab the son of Jesse. 19 She bore
him sons: Jeush, and Shemariah, and
Zaham. 20 After her he took Maacah
the daughter of Absalom. She bore
him Abijah, Attai, Ziza and Shelo-
mith. 21 Rehoboam loved Maacah
the daughter of Absalom above all
his wives and his concubines. (He
took eighteen wives, and sixty con-
cubines, and became the father of
twenty-eight sons and sixty daugh-
ters.) 22 Rehoboam appointed Abijah
the son of Maacah to be chief, the
prince among his brothers; for he in-
tended to make him king. 23 He dealt
wisely, and settled some of his sons
throughout all the lands of Judah and
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Benjamin, to every fortified city: and
he gave them food in abundance. He
sought for them many wives.

CHAPTER 12 Oct. 20
The Invasion of Shishak

hen the kingdom of Rehobo-

am was established and he had
made himself strong, he forsook the
law of Yahweh, and all Israel with
him. 2 It happened in the fifth year
of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king
of Egypt came up against Jerusalem,
because they had trespassed against
Yahweh, 3 with twelve hundred char-
iots and sixty thousand horsemen.
The people were without number
who came with him out of Egypt: the
Lubim, the Sukkiim and the Ethio-
pians. 4 He took the fortified cities
which pertained to Judah and came
to Jerusalem. 5 Now Shemaiah the
prophet came to Rehoboam and to
the princes of Judah, who were gath-
ered together to Jerusalem because
of Shishak, and said to them, Thus

require our geographical relocation, with all the economic costs associated with that
(:13).

11:18 This implies that David married his own niece. There were many anomalies in
David’s life, especially in his personal relationships; and yet God accepted him and
spoke so highly of him. This isn’t to justify any sin or complacent attitude in ourselves
personally; but to encourage us in the hard work of being patiently acceptive of those
who have similar anomalies in their lives.

11:21 Eighteen wives, and sixty concubines — The weakness of Solomon his father
was repeated in Solomon’s son. Justifying sin and worldly behaviour inevitably influ-
ences our children to think such behaviour is acceptable. And in their turn, Solomon’s
son sought to lead Ais children into failure in this area of polygamy (:23).

12:1 Made himself strong — The Hebrew word translated “strong” is hezek. Good king
Hezekiah had the same word within his name, but with ‘Yah’ added on the end — ‘the
one made strong by Yah’. Human strength and prowess is the very opposite to God’s
strength. We wonder why we don’t always have all we want — wealth, health, accept-
ance, good relationships, praise of men, nice homes and vehicles... but it’s not surpris-
ing really, because human strength nearly always leads us away from God.
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says Yahweh, You have forsaken Me,
therefore have I also left you in the
hand of Shishak. ¢ Then the princ-
es of Israel and the king humbled
themselves; and they said, Yahweh
is righteous. 7 When Yahweh saw
that they humbled themselves, the
word of Yahweh came to Shemaiah,
saying, They have humbled them-
selves. 1 will not destroy them; but
I will grant them some deliverance.
My wrath shall not be poured out on
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.
8 Nevertheless they shall be his serv-
ants, that they may know My serv-
ice, and the service of the kingdoms
of the countries.  So Shishak king
of Egypt came up against Jerusalem,
and took away the treasures of the
house of Yahweh, and the treasures
of the king’s house. He took it all
away. He also took away the shields
of gold which Solomon had made.
10 King Rehoboam made in their
place shields of brass, and commit-
ted them to the hands of the captains
of the guard who kept the door of the
king’s house. !1 It was so, that as of-
ten as the king entered into the house
of Yahweh, the guard came and car-
ried them back into the guard room.
12 When he humbled himself, the
wrath of Yahweh turned from him,
so as not to destroy him altogether.
Moreover, in Judah there were good
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things found. 13 So king Rehoboam
strengthened himself in Jerusalem,
and reigned. Rehoboam was forty-
one years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned seventeen years
in Jerusalem, the city which Yahweh
had chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel, to put His name there. His
mother’s name was Naamah the Am-
monitess. 14 He did that which was
evil, because he didn’t set his heart
to seek Yahweh. 15 Now the acts of
Rehoboam, first and last, aren’t they
written in the histories of Shemaiah
the prophet and of Iddo the seer, af-
ter the way of genealogies? There
were wars between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam continually. 16 Rehoboam
slept with his fathers, and was buried
in the city of David; and Abijah his
son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 13 Oct. 20
Abijah’s Reign

n the eighteenth year of king Jero-

boam began Abijah to reign over
Judah. 2 He reigned three years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Micaiah the daughter of Uriel of
Gibeah. There was war between Abi-
jah and Jeroboam. 3 Abijah joined
battle with an army of valiant men
of war, even four hundred thousand
chosen men. Jeroboam set the bat-
tle in array against him with eight

12:6 Yahweh is righteous — Repentance involves not only a recognition of our wrong-

ness, but of God’s rightness. See on 6:24.

12:8 They shall be his servants, that they may know My service — Sometimes God
teaches us how to relate to Him by putting us in situations where we simply have to be
obedient to some human entity or person. In this way we can serve our worldly mas-
ters in our employment as if we are serving Christ (Col. 3:22-24; it seems Paul there is

alluding to the LXX here).
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hundred thousand chosen men, who
were mighty men of valour. 4 Abijah
stood up on Mount Zemaraim, which
is in the hill country of Ephraim, and
said, Hear me, Jeroboam and all Is-
rael. 5 Ought you not to know that
Yahweh, the God of Israel, gave the
kingdom over Israel to David forever,
even to him and to his sons by a cov-
enant of salt? ¢ Yet Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the
son of David, rose up, and rebelled
against his lord. 7 There were gath-
ered to him vain men, base fellows,
who strengthened themselves against
Rehoboam the son of Solomon,
when Rehoboam was young and ten-
derhearted, and could not withstand
them. 8 Now you think to withstand
the kingdom of Yahweh in the hand
of the sons of David. You are a great
multitude, and there are with you
the golden calves which Jeroboam
made you for gods. 9 Haven’t you
driven out the priests of Yahweh, the
sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and
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made priests for yourselves after the
ways of the peoples of other lands?
So that whoever comes to consecrate
himself with a young bull and seven
rams, the same may be a priest of
those who are not gods. 10 But as for
us, Yahweh is our God, and we have
not forsaken Him. We have priests
ministering to Yahweh, the sons of
Aaron, and the Levites in their work:
11 and they burn to Yahweh every
morning and every evening burnt
offerings and sweet incense. They
also set the showbread in order on
the pure table; and the lampstand of
gold with its lamps, to burn every
evening. We keep the instruction of
Yahweh our God; but you have for-
saken Him. 12 Behold, God is with
us at our head, and His priests with
the trumpets of alarm to sound an
alarm against you. Children of Is-
rael, don’t fight against Yahweh, the
God of your fathers; for you shall not
prosper. 13 But Jeroboam caused an
ambush to come about behind them:

13:7 When Rehoboam was young and tenderhearted, and could not withstand them —
This was an exaggeration, because he was 41 when he became king (12:13). We can
so easily justify the sins and weakness of others whom we perceive as being ‘on our
side’, trying to reduce everything to a simplistic black and white view of the world,
whereby people are either wonderfully good or totally bad (:11). Reality is far differ-
ent — we only have to realistically analyze our own lives and personalities.

13:12 Don t fight against Yahweh — It seems Abijah was assuming that he was as it
were in the place of God. He had picked a fight with Jeroboam (:3), but then realized
he was outnumbered and wanted a way out — and so he starts claiming how righteous
Judah are (:10-12) even though they were rebellious against God from the day He
knew them (Is. 65:2; Ez. 16,20) and were worshipping idols (14:3). He also starts
playing God, by assuming that his enemy is God’s enemy. Therefore God brought
Judah’s strong men into a situation where they were about to be destroyed, and had to
throw themselves upon His grace (:14).

13:13 This was exactly the situation which the Gentile people of Ai were in as de-
scribed in Josh. 8:21,22. They were caught in an ambush and hemmed in on all sides.
Judah who thought they were so superior spiritually were being taught they were no
better than Gentiles who had to be cast out by God.
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so they were before Judah, and the
ambush was behind them. 14 When
Judah looked back, behold, the bat-
tle was before and behind them; and
they cried to Yahweh, and the priests
sounded with the trumpets. 15 Then
the men of Judah gave a shout; and
as the men of Judah shouted, it hap-
pened, that God struck Jeroboam and
all Israel before Abijah and Judah.
16 The children of Israel fled before
Judah; and God delivered them into
their hand. 17 Abijah and his people
killed them with a great slaughter;
so there fell down slain of Israel
five hundred thousand chosen men.
18 Thus the children of Israel were
overcome at that time, and the chil-
dren of Judah prevailed, because
they relied on Yahweh, the God of
their fathers. 19 Abijah pursued after
Jeroboam, and took cities from him:
Bethel with its suburbs, Jeshanah
with its suburbs and Ephron with its
suburbs. 20 Jeroboam didn’t recover
strength again in the days of Abijah.
Yahweh struck him, and he died.
21 But Abijah grew mighty, and took
to himself fourteen wives, and be-
came the father of twenty-two sons,
and sixteen daughters. 22 The rest of
the acts of Abijah, and his ways and
his sayings, are written in the com-
mentary of the prophet Iddo.

CHAPTER 14 Oct. 21

King Asa Begins Well

So Abijah slept with his fathers,
and they buried him in the city of
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David; and Asa his son reigned in his
place. In his days the land was quiet
ten years. 2 Asa did that which was
good and right in the eyes of Yahweh
his God. 3 He took away the foreign
altars, and the high places, and broke
down the pillars, and cut down the
Asherim, 4 and commanded Judah
to seek Yahweh, the God of their
fathers, and to obey the law and the
commandment. 5 Also he took away
out of all the cities of Judah the high
places and the sun images. The king-
dom was quiet before him. ¢ He built
fortified cities in Judah; for the land
was quiet, and he had no war in those
years, because Yahweh had given
him rest. 7 For he said to Judah, Let
us build these cities, and make walls
around them, with towers, gates, and
bars. The land is yet before us, be-
cause we have sought Yahweh our
God. We have sought Him, and He
has given us rest on every side. So
they built and prospered. 8 Asa had an
army that carried shields and spears:
out of Judah three hundred thou-
sand; and out of Benjamin, that bore
shields and drew bows, two hundred
and eighty thousand. All these were
mighty men of valour. © There came
out against them Zerah the Ethiopian
with an army of a million troops, and
three hundred chariots; and he came
to Mareshah. 10 Then Asa went out
to meet him, and they set the battle
in array in the valley of Zephathah
at Mareshah. !l Asa cried to Yah-
weh his God and said, Yahweh, there

14:3 This shows that the previous king’s claim to such great spirituality in Judah was

hypocritical; see on 13:12.

14:11 Him who has no strength — All Asa’s human strength he considered as non-
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is none apart from You to help, be-
tween the mighty and him who has
no strength. Help us, Yahweh our
God; for we rely on You, and in Your
name are we come against this mul-
titude. Yahweh, You are our God.
Don’t let man prevail against You.
12.So Yahweh struck the Ethiopians
before Asa and before Judah; and the
Ethiopians fled. 13 Asa and the peo-
ple who were with him pursued them
to Gerar. There fell of the Ethiopians
so many that they could not recover
themselves; for they were destroyed
before Yahweh and before His army;
and they carried away very much
booty. 14 They struck all the cities
around Gerar; for the fear of Yahweh
came on them. They despoiled all
the cities; for there was much spoil
in them. 15 They struck also the tents
of the herdsmen, and carried away
sheep in abundance, and camels, and
returned to Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 15 Oct. 21
Asa’s Dedication to God
he Spirit of God came on Aza-
riah the son of Oded: 2 and he
went out to meet Asa and said to
him, Hear me, Asa, and all Judah

THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 14:11-15:9

and Benjamin! Yahweh is with you,
while you are with Him; and if you
seek Him, He will be found by you;
but if you forsake Him, He will for-
sake you. 3 Now for a long time Is-
rael was without the true God, and
without a teaching priest, and with-
out law. 4 But when in their distress
they turned to Yahweh the God of
Israel and sought Him, He was found
by them. 5 In those times there was
no peace to him who went out, nor
to him who came in; but great trou-
bles were on all the inhabitants of the
lands. ¢ They were broken in pieces,
nation against nation, and city against
city; for God troubled them with all
adversity. 7 But you be strong, and
don’t let your hands be slack; for your
work shall be rewarded. 8 When Asa
heard these words, and the prophecy
of Oded the prophet, he took cour-
age, and put away the abominations
out of all the land of Judah and Ben-
jamin, and out of the cities which he
had taken from the hill country of
Ephraim; and he renewed the altar of
Yahweh that was before the porch of
Yahweh. 9 He gathered all Judah and
Benjamin, and those who lived with
them out of Ephraim and Manasseh,

existent. He had learnt the lesson of 12:3 [see note there]; that the only strength is in
God. God brought Asa to this realization by putting him in a situation where he was
hopelessly outnumbered, just as He tried to teach Abijah in13:12.We see God work-
ing to a pattern in these men’s lives, just as He does with us. He puts us in situations
which are quite beyond our own strength — and then makes a way of escape (1 Cor.
10:13; 2 Cor. 1:8; 8:3). This not only strengthens our faith for the next crisis we face,
but awes us into an appropriate humility.

15:8 And put away the abominations out of all the land of Judah — But 14:3 says that
Asa did this at the start of his reign. Whenever we root out weakness from our lives,
it tends to return. The records of Judah’s kings are full of such accounts of purging
out the idols — and then we read the same again soon afterwards. The tendency to idol
worship was and is very strong.
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and out of Simeon; for they fell to
him out of Israel in abundance, when
they saw that Yahweh his God was
with him. 10 So they gathered them-
selves together at Jerusalem in the
third month, in the fifteenth year of
the reign of Asa. !l They sacrificed
to Yahweh in that day, of the spoil
which they had brought, seven hun-
dred head of cattle and seven thou-
sand sheep. 12 They entered into the
covenant to seek Yahweh the God
of their fathers, with all their heart
and with all their soul; 13 and that
whoever would not seek Yahweh the
God of Israel, should be put to death,
whether small or great, whether man
or woman. 14 They swore to Yahweh
with a loud voice, and with shout-
ing, trumpets and cornets. 15 All Ju-
dah rejoiced at the oath; for they had
sworn with all their heart, and sought
Him with their whole desire; and
He was found of them: and Yahweh
gave them rest all around. 16 Also
Maacah, the mother of Asa the king,
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he removed from being queen, be-
cause she had made an abominable
image for an Asherah. Asa cut down
her image, and made dust of it, and
burnt it at the brook Kidron. 17 But
the high places were not taken away
out of Israel. Nevertheless the heart
of Asa was perfect all his days. 18 He
brought into God’s house the things
that his father had dedicated, and that
he himself had dedicated, silver, and
gold, and vessels. 19 There was no
more war until the thirty-fifth year of
the reign of Asa.

CHAPTER 16 Oct. 22
Asa Falls Away from God
In the thirty sixth year of the reign
of Asa, Baasha king of Israel went
up against Judah, and built Ramah,
that he might not allow anyone to go
out or come in to Asa king of Judah.
2 Then Asa brought out silver and
gold out of the treasures of the house
of Yahweh and of the king’s house,
and sent to Ben Hadad king of Syria,

15:9 The faithful in the 10 tribes relocated to be near the believers in Judah. We should
make every effort to fellowship with other believers, even if it may mean relocating.
15:15 All Judah rejoiced at the oath — Joy comes from full dedication to God; indeed
true joy can come from nothing else.

Sought Him... and He was found — Christ’s invitation to seek knowing that we shall
find is in the context of His teaching that whatever we ask for in prayer will be given;
if we knock, the door will be opened (Mt. 7:7; Lk. 11:9). However, this isn’t a blank
cheque offer to give us whatever we wish; rather is it teaching that if we pray to find
God, if we really seek relationship with Him — we will find it, and thereby all other
requests and needs in our lives will appear far less significant.

16:2 By giving the wealth of the temple to Ben Hadad, Asa was acting as if it was his
personal wealth, to spend as he wished. But those things had been given or dedicated
to God; if you give somebody something, it’s theirs and no longer yours. Although
God was invisible to Asa, it’s as if He was sitting there in that temple with His silver
and gold — which had been given to Him in thanks for what He had done for His
people. And then Asa walks up to God and takes that silver and gold right from His
presence and gives it to a pagan idolater whom he considers a better defence against
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who lived at Damascus saying, 3 Let
there be a covenant between me and
you, as there was between my father
and your father. Behold, I have sent
you silver and gold. Go, break your
treaty with Baasha king of Israel,
that he may depart from me. 4 Ben
Hadad listened to king Asa, and sent
the captains of his armies against the
cities of Israel; and they struck Ijon,
and Dan, and Abel Maim, and all the
storage cities of Naphtali. 5 It hap-
pened, when Baasha heard of it, that
he left off building Ramah, and let
his work cease. ¢ Then Asa the king
took all Judah; and they carried away
the stones of Ramah, and its timber,
with which Baasha had built; and he
built therewith Geba and Mizpah.

THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 16:2-16:10

7 At that time Hanani the seer of vi-
sions came to Asa king of Judah and
said to him, Because you have relied
on the king of Syria, and have not
relied on Yahweh your God, there-
fore is the army of the king of Syria
escaped out of your hand. 8 Weren’t
the Ethiopians and the Lubim a huge
army, with exceeding many chariots
and horsemen? Yet, because you re-
lied on Yahweh, He delivered them
into your hand. 9 For the eyes of
Yahweh run back and forth through-
out the whole earth, to show Himself
strong in the behalf of them whose
heart is perfect toward Him. Herein
you have done foolishly; for from
henceforth you shall have wars.
10 Then Asa was angry with the seer

enemies than God. The more we sense the presence of God, the more we perceive His
total ownership. What we dedicate to God is His, it’s not for us to ‘play God’ by then
taking it back and acting as if it’s ours. And we are asked to dedicate our whole lives
to God.

16:3 Let there be a covenant — Asa’s covenant or treaty with Yahweh in 15:12,13
demanded total dedication to Him; he should therefore have trusted in Yahweh rather
than now making another covenant with a pagan king. Covenant relationship with
God is all demanding, as Asa had said at the time; we can’t be in covenant with more
than one God.

16:8 God gave Asa a test of faith when He sent a huge army against him earlier; and
Asa passed the test. But like any good teacher, God repeats the circumstances in our
lives; and sometimes like Asa we may do well in one test, but fail when it is repeated.
God gave Asa more such wars (:9) — not simply as a punishment, but so he would
learn the lesson of trusting in God and not men against our enemies.

16:9 These “eyes of Yahweh” refer to the Angels. If we ask how, mechanically, as it
were, God sees and knows all things, the answer is perhaps ‘Through His Angels’.
Their activity is amazing; because their work is invisible to us, we may get the impres-
sion at times that God is somehow silent and inactive. But the colossal network of An-
gelic work on earth is constantly humming with activity — for our sakes (Heb. 1:14).
16:10 Asa oppressed some of the people at the same time — In our deepest conscience,
we know when we sin; even if we don’t consciously recognize every sin. We also real-
ize that sin must be punished. When we sin but don’t confess that sin, or if we refuse
to accept the punishment for sin, we have a tendency to subconsciously transfer that
sin onto others and punish them for it. This is why religious people can be capable of
the greatest hypocrisies and inconsistencies, punishing others for the very sins which
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of visions, and put him in the prison;
for he was in a rage with him because
of this thing. Asa oppressed some of
the people at the same time. 11 Be-
hold, the acts of Asa, first and last,
behold, they are written in the book
of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In
the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa
was diseased in his feet. His disease
was exceeding great; yet in his dis-
ease he didn’t turn to Yahweh, but
to the physicians. 13 Asa slept with
his fathers, and died in the forty-first
year of his reign. 14 They buried him
in his own tombs, which he had dug
out for himself in the city of David,
and laid him in the bed which was
filled with sweet odours and vari-
ous kinds of spices prepared by the
perfumer’s art; and they made a very
great burning for him.

CHAPTER 17 Oct. 22
Jehoshaphat Strengthens Judah
Spiritually
Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his
place, and strengthened himself
against Israel. 2 He placed forces in
all the fortified cities of Judah, and set
garrisons in the land of Judah, and in
the cities of Ephraim which Asa his
father had taken. 3 Yahweh was with
Jehoshaphat, because he walked in
the first ways of his father David, and
didn’t seek the Baals, 4 but sought to
the God of his father, and walked in
His commandments and not after the
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doings of Israel. 5 Therefore Yahweh
established the kingdom in his hand.
All Judah brought to Jehoshaphat
tribute; and he had riches and honour
in abundance. ¢ His heart was lifted
up in the ways of Yahweh. Further-
more, he removed the high places
and the Asherim out of Judah. 7 Also
in the third year of his reign he sent
his princes, even Ben Hail, Obadiah,
Zechariah, Nethanel and Micaiah,
to teach in the cities of Judah; 8 and
with them the Levites, even She-
maiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel,
Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah,
Tobijah and Tobadonijah the Lev-
ites; and with them Elishama and
Jehoram, the priests. 9 They taught in
Judah, having the book of the law of
Yahweh with them. They went about
throughout all the cities of Judah, and
taught among the people. 10 The fear
of Yahweh fell on all the kingdoms
of the lands that were around Judah,
so that they made no war against
Jehoshaphat. ! Some of the Philis-
tines brought Jehoshaphat presents,
and silver for tribute. The Arabians
also brought him flocks, seven thou-
sand seven hundred rams, and seven
thousand seven hundred male goats.
12 Jehoshaphat grew great exceeding-
ly; and he built in Judah fortified and
store cities. 13 He had many works in
the cities of Judah; and men of war,
mighty men of valour, in Jerusalem.
14 This was the numbering of them

they commit, or falsely accusing others of committing the sins they commit and then
eagerly punishing them for them. Asa’s bad conscience at this time is reflected in how

he treated others.

17:3 In the first ways of his father David — Does this imply that David became less

spiritually committed as he got older?
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according to their fathers’ houses.
Of Judah, the captains of thousands:
Adnah the captain, and with him
mighty men of valour three hundred
thousand; 15 and next to him Jeho-
hanan the captain, and with him two
hundred and eighty thousand; 16 and
next to him Amasiah the son of Zi-
chri, who willingly offered himself
to Yahweh; and with him two hun-
dred thousand mighty men of valour.
170f Benjamin: Eliada a mighty man
of valour, and with him two hun-
dred thousand armed with bow and
shield; 18 and next to him Jehozabad;
and with him one hundred and eighty
thousand prepared for war. 19 These
were those who waited on the king,
besides those whom the king put in
the fortified cities throughout all Ju-
dah.

CHAPTER 18 Oct. 23
Jehoshaphat Makes a Wrong
Alliance with Ahab

ow Jehoshaphat had riches and

honour in abundance; and he
joined affinity with Ahab. 2 After
certain years he went down to Ahab
to Samaria. Ahab killed sheep and
cattle for him in abundance, and for
the people who were with him, and
moved him to go up with him to
Ramoth Gilead. 3 Ahab king of Is-
rael said to Jehoshaphat king of Ju-
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dah, Will you go with me to Ramoth
Gilead? He answered him, I am as
you are, and my people as your peo-
ple. We will be with you in the war.
4 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Is-
rael, Please inquire first for the word
of Yahweh. 5 Then the king of Israel
gathered the prophets together, four
hundred men, and said to them, Shall
we go to Ramoth Gilead to battle,
or shall I desist? They said, Go up;
for God will deliver it into the hand
of the king. ¢ But Jehoshaphat said,
Isn’t there here a prophet of Yah-
weh besides, that we may inquire of
him? 7 The king of Israel said to Je-
hoshaphat, There is yet one man by
whom we may inquire of Yahweh;
but I hate him, for he never proph-
esies good concerning me, but al-
ways evil. He is Micaiah the son of
Imla. Jehoshaphat said, Don’t let the
king say so. 8 Then the king of Israel
called an officer and said, Get Mic-
aiah the son of Imla quickly. ¥ Now
the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
the king of Judah sat each on his
throne, arrayed in their robes. They
were sitting in an open place at the
entrance of the gate of Samaria; and
all the prophets were prophesying
before them. 10 Zedekiah the son of
Chenaanah made him horns of iron
and said, Thus says Yahweh, ‘With
these you shall push the Syrians,

18:1 This chapter shows how Jehoshaphat was wrong to make this alliance with Ahab;
our covenant with Yahweh precludes any other covenant. Ahab was one of God’s peo-
ple, but clearly his faith in Yahweh was weak and he had surrounded himself with
false prophets who claimed that whatever Ahab wanted to be true was in fact the word
of Yahweh (:4-7). Even within those who are externally the children of God, we must
be careful whom we choose to closely associate with; for not all are seriously inter-

ested in following God’s word.
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until they are consumed’. 1 All the
prophets prophesied so, saying, Go
up to Ramoth Gilead, and prosper;
for Yahweh will deliver it into the
hand of the king. 12 The messenger
who went to call Micaiah spoke to
him saying, Behold, the words of
the prophets declare good to the
king with one mouth. Let your word
therefore, please be like one of theirs,
and speak good. 13 Micaiah said, As
Yahweh lives, what my God says,
that will 1 speak. 14 When he had
come to the king, the king said to
him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth
Gilead to battle, or shall I desist? He
said, Go up, and prosper. They shall
be delivered into your hand. 15 The
king said to him, How many times
shall I adjure you that you speak to
me nothing but the truth in the name
of Yahweh? 16 He said, I saw all Is-
rael scattered on the mountains, as
sheep that have no shepherd. Yah-
weh said, These have no master. Let
them return every man to his house
in peace. 17 The king of Israel said to
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Jehoshaphat, Didn’t I tell you that he
would not prophesy good concerning
me, but evil?

Micaiah’s Vision of Angels

18 Micaiah said, Therefore hear the
word of Yahweh: I saw Yahweh sit-
ting on His throne, and all the army
of heaven standing on His right hand
and on His left. 19 Yahweh said, Who
shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that
he may go up and fall at Ramoth
Gilead? One spoke saying this way,
and another saying that way. 20 A
spirit came out, stood before Yahweh
and said, I will entice him. Yahweh
said to him, How? 2! He said, I will
go forth, and will be a lying spirit
in the mouth of all his prophets. He
said, You will entice him, and will
prevail also. Go forth, and do so.
22 Now therefore, behold, Yahweh
has put a lying spirit in the mouth of
these your prophets; and Yahweh has
spoken evil concerning you. 23 Then
Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah
came near, and struck Micaiah on the

18:14 Considering Micaiah had already seen the vision of :18-21, this was a signifi-
cant failure of his. In some contexts, we all have a tendency to quickly perceive and
then say what we think the other person wants us to say. The fact we know God’s
word means that we are now bound not to do that, but to speak according to how His
word has influenced us.

18:18-21 We have here a unique insight into how the court of Heaven operates. God
states His plan, but the Angels discuss how they will operationalize it. The “spirit” in
:20 refers to an Angel — for God makes His Angels spirits (Ps. 104:4). One Angel had
the idea that Ahab’s false prophets could be moved to prophesy to him a false proph-
esy about going to Ramoth Gilead, where he would die. God liked that idea, perhaps
because it was an appropriate way to punish Ahab for his rejection of the true proph-
ets. That Angel was empowered to bring that about, and went out from the court of
Heaven to do it. God confirms people in the way they wish to go, and He can do this
through leading them into mindsets and theological understandings which are false (2
Thess. 2:11). The amazing thing is that God is holding case conferences about us in
Heaven, with Angels discussing how best to bring about God’s will in our lives.
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cheek, and said, Which way did the
spirit of Yahweh go from me to speak
to you? 24 Micaiah said, Behold, you
shall see on that day, when you shall
go into an inner room to hide your-
self. 25 The king of Israel said, Take
Micaiah, and carry him back to Amon
the governor of the city, and to Joash
the king’s son. 26 Say, ‘Thus says the
king, Put this fellow in the prison,
and feed him with bread of affliction
and with water of affliction, until I
return in peace’. 27 Micaiah said, If
you return at all in peace, Yahweh
has not spoken by me. He said, Lis-
ten, you peoples, all of you!

The Battle at Ramoth Gilead

28 So the king of Israel and Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah went
up to Ramoth Gilead. 29 The king
of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, I will
disguise myself, and go into the bat-
tle; but you put on your robes. So the
king of Israel disguised himself; and
they went into the battle. 30 Now the
king of Syria had commanded the
captains of his chariots saying, Fight
neither with small nor great, except
only with the king of Israel. 31 It hap-
pened that when the captains of the
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said,
It is the king of Israel! Therefore
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they turned around to fight against
him. But Jehoshaphat cried out, and
Yahweh helped him; and God moved
them to depart from him. 32 It hap-
pened, when the captains of the
chariots saw that it was not the king
of Israel, that they turned back from
pursuing him. 33 A certain man drew
his bow at random, and struck the
king of Israel between the joints of
the armour. Therefore he said to the
driver of the chariot, Turn your hand,
and carry me out of the army; for I
am severely wounded. 34 The battle
increased that day. However the king
of Israel propped himself up in his
chariot against the Syrians until the
evening. About the time of the going
down of the sun, he died.

CHAPTER 19 Oct. 23
Jehoshaphat Reforms Judah
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah re-
turned to his house in peace to
Jerusalem. 2 Jehu the son of Hanani
the seer went out to meet him, and
said to king Jehoshaphat, Should
you help the wicked, and love those
who hate Yahweh? Because of this,
wrath is on you from before Yahweh.
3 Nevertheless there are good things
found in you, in that you have put
away Asheroth out of the land, and

19:2 Love those who hate Yahweh — We can imagine how Jehoshaphat would’ve jus-
tified the alliance he made with Ahab in 18:1,2 — “We both serve the same God...
believe more or less the same things... face a common enemy...’. But God’s wrath was
upon Jehoshaphat for saying this. Ahab’s refusal to hear Yahweh’s word in 18:4-17

was counted as hating Yahweh.

19:3 Nevertheless — God didn’t reject Jehoshaphat because of his failure in one area
in one period of life; He saw the bigger picture. When one aspect of another believer’s
failure is extremely difficult for us to tolerate, we too need to see this bigger picture
and think of the other areas of their lives where they are spiritual.
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have set your heart to seek God.
4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem.
He went out again among the people
from Beersheba to the hill country
of Ephraim, and brought them back
to Yahweh, the God of their fathers.
5 He set judges in the land throughout
all the fortified cities of Judah, city
by city, ¢ and said to the judges, Con-
sider what you do. You don’t judge
for man, but for Yahweh; and He
is with you in the judgment. 7 Now
therefore let the fear of Yahweh be
upon you. Be careful and do so; for
there is no iniquity with Yahweh our
God, nor respect of persons, nor tak-
ing of bribes. 8 Moreover in Jerusa-
lem Jehoshaphat appointed Levites
and priests, and of the heads of the
fathers’ households of Israel, for the
judgment of Yahweh, and for contro-
versies. They returned to Jerusalem.
9 He commanded them saying, Thus
you shall do in the fear of Yahweh,
faithfully, and with a perfect heart.
10 Whenever any controversy shall
come to you from your brothers who
dwell in their cities, between blood
and blood, between law and com-
mandment, statutes and ordinances,
you shall warn them, that they not be
guilty towards Yahweh, and so wrath
come on you and on your brothers.
Do this, and you shall not be guilty.
11 Behold, Amariah the chief priest
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is over you in all matters of Yahweh;
and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the
ruler of the house of Judah, in all
the king’s matters. The Levites shall
be officers before you. Deal coura-
geously, and may Yahweh be with
the good.

CHAPTER 20 Oct. 24
Jehoshaphat Prays to God for
Deliverance

t happened after this that the chil-

dren of Moab, and the children
of Ammon, and with them some of
the other Ammonites, came against
Jehoshaphat to battle. 2 Then some
came who told Jehoshaphat saying,
A great multitude is coming against
you from beyond the sea from Syria.
Behold, they are in Hazazon Tamar
(that is, En Gedi). 3 Jehoshaphat
was alarmed, and set himself to
seek to Yahweh. He proclaimed a
fast throughout all Judah. 4 Judah
gathered themselves together to
seek help from Yahweh. They came
out of all the cities of Judah to seek
Yahweh. 5 Jehoshaphat stood in the
assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in
the house of Yahweh, before the new
court; ¢ and he said, Yahweh, the
God of our fathers, aren’t You God
in heaven? Aren’t You ruler over all
the kingdoms of the nations? Power
and might are in Your hand, so that

19:10 Between blood and blood — Perhaps a reference to controversies about reveng-

ing bloodshed, alluding to Dt. 17:8.

20:2 A great multitude is coming — Jehoshaphat was expected to have learnt the les-
son from Asa’s experience when hugely outnumbered (16:8), and it seems he did. The
whole purpose of Biblical history is for our sakes, that we might learn from the expe-
riences of others who in essence were in our situation — and be strengthened, warned

and encouraged (Rom. 15:4).



814

no one is able to stand against You.
7 Didn’t You, our God, drive out the
inhabitants of this land before Your
people Israel, and give it to the seed
of Abraham Your friend forever?
8 They lived in it, and have built
You a sanctuary in it for Your name
saying, 9 If evil comes on us—the
sword, judgment, plague or fam-
ine—we will stand before this house
and before You, (for Your name is in
this house), and cry to You in our af-
fliction, and You will hear and save.
10 Now, consider the children of
Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir,
whom You would not let Israel in-
vade when they came out of the land
of Egypt, but they turned aside from
them, and didn’t destroy them. 11 See
how they reward us, to come to cast
us out of Your possession which
You have given us to inherit. 12 Our
God, will You not judge them? For
we have no might against this great
company that comes against us; nei-
ther know we what to do, but our
eyes are toward You. 13 All Judah
stood before Yahweh, with their little
ones, their wives and their children.

Judah Win the Battle without
Fighting

14 Then the Spirit of Yahweh came
on Jahaziel the son of Zechariah,
son of Benaiah, son of Jeiel, son of
Mattaniah, the Levite, of the sons of
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Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.
15 He said, Listen, all Judah and you
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you,
king Jehoshaphat. Thus says Yah-
weh to you, ‘Don’t be afraid, neither
be dismayed by reason of this great
multitude; for the battle is not yours,
but God’s. 16 Tomorrow go down
against them. Behold, they are com-
ing up by the ascent of Ziz. You shall
find them at the end of the valley, be-
fore the wilderness of Jeruel. 17 You
will not need to fight this battle. Set
yourselves, stand still, and see the
salvation of Yahweh with you, O Ju-
dah and Jerusalem. Don’t be afraid,
nor be dismayed. Go out against
them tomorrow, for Yahweh is with
you’. 18 Jehoshaphat bowed his head
with his face to the ground; and all
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem fell down before Yahweh, wor-
shipping Yahweh. 19 The Levites, of
the children of the Kohathites and of
the children of the Korahites, stood
up to praise Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael, with an exceeding loud voice.
20 They rose early in the morning
and went forth into the wilderness
of Tekoa. As they went forth, Je-
hoshaphat stood and said, Listen to
me, Judah, and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem! Believe in Yahweh your
God, so you shall be established! Be-
lieve His prophets, so you shall pros-
per. 21 When he had taken counsel

20:12 God, will You not judge them? — Jehoshaphat like David in the Psalms saw the
crises of life as a foretaste of the final judgment; he stated the situation before God in
detail (:10) and felt his prayer was a coming before God’s throne of judgment. Our
prayers likewise come before the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16); our feelings toward God
in prayer now are as they will be in essence at the final judgment.

20:21 There is a strong theme of praise; and praise is something one does to their God
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with the people, he appointed those
who should sing to Yahweh and give
praise in holy array, as they went
out before the army, and say, Give
thanks to Yahweh; for His grace en-
dures forever. 22 When they began to
sing and to praise, Yahweh set am-
bushers against the children of Am-
mon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who
had come against Judah; and they
were struck. 23 For the children of
Ammon and Moab stood up against
the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly
to kill and destroy them. When they
had made an end of the inhabitants
of Seir, each one helped to destroy
another. 24 When Judah came to the
place overlooking the wilderness,
they looked at the multitude which
were now dead bodies fallen to the
earth, and there were none who es-
caped. 25 When Jehoshaphat and his
people came to take their spoil, they
found among them in abundance
both riches and dead bodies, and
precious jewels, which they stripped
off for themselves, more than they
could carry away. They were three
days in taking the spoil, it was so
much. 26 On the fourth day they as-
sembled themselves in the valley
of Beracah; for there they blessed
Yahweh. Therefore the name of that
place is called The valley of Beracah
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to this day. 27 Then they returned,
every man of Judah and Jerusalem,
and Jehoshaphat in their forefront, to
go again to Jerusalem with joy; for
Yahweh had made them to rejoice
over their enemies. 28 They came to
Jerusalem with stringed instruments
and harps and trumpets to the house
of Yahweh. 29 The fear of God was
on all the kingdoms of the countries,
when they heard that Yahweh fought
against the enemies of Israel.

Jehoshaphat’s Last Years

30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was
quiet; for his God gave him rest
all around. 3! Jehoshaphat reigned
over Judah: he was thirty-five years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusa-
lem. His mother’s name was Azu-
bah the daughter of Shilhi. 32 He
walked in the way of Asa his father,
and didn’t turn aside from it, doing
that which was right in the eyes of
Yahweh. 33 However the high places
were not taken away; neither as yet
had the people set their hearts to the
God of their fathers. 34 Now the rest
of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and
last, behold, they are written in the
history of Jehu the son of Hanani,
which is inserted in the book of the
kings of Israel. 35 After this, Je-

after a victory, not before it. Humanly, they must have feared that they were being
asked to trust in mere words. Yet Jehoshaphat praised God for the assurance of victory
as if it had already happened; and his battle plan was hardly humanly wise. He sent
out ahead of his troops a group of priests who were praising God for the victory. Such
faith is all about adopting God’s perspective, who speaks of things which are not yet
as if they are, so sure is His word of promise of fulfilment (Rom. 4:17).

20:35 Jehoshaphat king of Judah joined himself with Ahaziah king of Israel — When
he earlier joined himself with a king of Israel, he nearly lost his life and was rebuked
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hoshaphat king of Judah joined him-
self with Ahaziah king of Israel, who
did very wickedly. 36 He joined him-
self with him to make ships to go to
Tarshish; and they made the ships in
Ezion Geber. 37 Then Eliezer the son
of Dodavahu of Mareshah proph-
esied against Jehoshaphat saying,
Because you have joined yourself
with Ahaziah, Yahweh has destroyed
your works. The ships were broken,
so that they were not able to go to
Tarshish.

CHAPTER 21 Oct. 25
The Bad Reign of Jehoram
Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers,
and was buried with his fathers in
the city of David; and Jehoram his
son reigned in his place. 2 He had
brothers, the sons of Jehoshaphat:
Azariah, Jehiel, Zechariah, Azariah,
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Michael and Shephatiah. All these
were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of
Israel. 3 Their father gave them great
gifts, of silver, and of gold, and of
precious things, with fortified cities
in Judah; but the kingdom gave he
to Jehoram, because he was the first-
born. 4 Now when Jehoram was risen
up over the kingdom of his father,
and had strengthened himself, he
killed all his brothers with the sword,
and various also of the princes of Is-
rael. 5 Jehoram was thirty-two years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned eight years in Jerusalem.
6 He walked in the way of the kings
of Israel, as did the house of Ahab;
for he had the daughter of Ahab as
wife: and he did that which was evil
in the eyes of Yahweh. 7 However
Yahweh would not destroy the house
of David, because of the covenant

for it severely in 19:2. We too can deal with a situation in the wrong way, repent for
doing so, and then the essence of the situation is repeated in another context — and
again we fail. And yet although at the end of his life, Jehoshaphat failed in this matter,
he was on balance reckoned as righteous (:32). This shouldn’t lead us to think that
some aspects of human behaviour don’t matter and we can ‘get away’ with them. But
it helps us in not rejecting brothers or sisters who clearly have weakness in one point
of their lives at some period of their spiritual journey, even if as with Jehoshaphat
it’s right at the end of their lives when we might expect more spiritual maturity from
them. We will all come to the end of our journeys with some incomplete spirituality,
and we should show others the same grace God shows us.

21:6 Jehoshaphat his father had been rebuked for his alliance with Ahab (19:2) and
had continued to fail in making alliances with the rulers of Israel (see on 20:35). The
result of this was that although he himself was righteous, his son committed failure in
the same area but went much further to the point of becoming totally sinful and being
rejected by God. The problem with sin and permitting ourselves weaknesses is that
our children and others will likely commit the same weaknesses but take them much
further; the mother who gets drunk once a year on her birthday shouldn’t be surprised
if her son becomes alcoholic.

For he had the daughter of Ahab as wife — The history of the kings often stresses the
huge influence of women upon a man, especially his wife or mother. Women at that
time were considered mere chattels, but the Biblical record grants them human dignity
and significance, and stresses their huge influence especially in spiritual matters.
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that He had made with David, and
as He promised to give a lamp to
him and to his children always. 8 In
his days Edom revolted from under
the hand of Judah, and made a king
over themselves. 9 Then Jehoram
passed over with his captains, and all
his chariots with him. He rose up by
night, and struck the Edomites who
surrounded him, along with the cap-
tains of the chariots. 10 So Edom re-
volted from under the hand of Judah
to this day. Then Libnah revolted at
the same time from under his hand,
because he had forsaken Yahweh, the
God of his fathers. 11 Moreover he
made high places in the mountains of
Judah, and made the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to play the prostitute, and
led Judah astray. 12 A letter came to
him from Elijah the prophet, saying,
Thus says Yahweh, the God of David
your father, “You have not walked in
the ways of Jehoshaphat your father,
nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah,
13 but have walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, and have made Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to
play the prostitute like the house of
Ahab did, and also have slain your
brothers of your father’s house, who
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were better than yourself. 14 There-
fore, Yahweh will strike with a great
plague your people and your children
and your wives, and all your sub-
stance; 15 and you shall have great
sickness by disease of your bowels,
until your bowels fall out by reason
of the sickness, day by day’.

Jehoram’s Punishments

16 Yahweh stirred up against Jeho-
ram the spirit of the Philistines, and
of the Arabians who are beside the
Ethiopians. 17 They came up against
Judah and broke into it, and car-
ried away all the substance that was
found in the king’s house, and his
sons also and his wives; so that there
was no son left him except Jehoahaz,
the youngest of his sons. 18 After all
this Yahweh struck him in his bowels
with an incurable disease. 19 It hap-
pened, in process of time, at the end
of two years, that his bowels fell out
by reason of his sickness, and he died
of severe diseases. His people made
no burning for him, like the burning
for his fathers. 20 Thirty-two years
old was he when he began to reign,
and he reigned in Jerusalem eight
years. He departed without being de-

21:12 This incident is well after the time when Elijah had ascended into the sky at
the close of his public ministry. It seems that Elijah was simply taken up into the sky
and put down somewhere else, which is why his servants went out looking for him; it
was done in this dramatic public manner to indicate to all that his public ministry had
come to an end. But it seems that he returned to earth and continued a more discrete
ministry, as this incident demonstrates. The Bible doesn’t teach that we go to Heaven
at death; Jesus was the first person to be raised from the dead and given eternal life,
and all the faithful will receive eternity together at the day of judgment when Christ
returns.

21:16 God is able to work directly on the mind or “spirit” of people, according to His
will. We should therefore eagerly ask Him to work on our spirit / mind to make it holy;
for the human mind is the ultimate arena of our spiritual warfare.
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sired; and they buried him in the city
of David, but not in the tombs of the
kings.

CHAPTER 22 Oct. 25
Ahaziah Reigns One Year

he inhabitants of Jerusalem

made Ahaziah his youngest son
king in his place; for the band of men
who came with the Arabians to the
camp had slain all the older ones. So
Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of
Judah reigned. 2 Forty-two years old
was Ahaziah when he began to reign;
and he reigned one year in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Athaliah the
daughter of Omri. 3 He also walked
in the ways of the house of Ahab; for
his mother was his counsellor to do
wickedly. 4 He did that which was
evil in the eyes of Yahweh, as did
the house of Ahab; for they were his
counsellors after the death of his fa-
ther, to his destruction. 5 He walked
also after their counsel, and went
with Jehoram the son of Ahab king
of Israel to war against Hazael king
of Syria at Ramoth Gilead; and the
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Syrians wounded Joram. ¢ He re-
turned to be healed in Jezreel of the
wounds which they had given him at
Ramah, when he fought against Haz-
ael king of Syria. Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram king of Judah went down to
see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jez-
reel, because he was sick. 7 Now the
destruction of Ahaziah was of God,
in that he went to Joram; for when
he had come, he went out with Jeho-
ram against Jehu the son of Nimshi,
whom Yahweh had anointed to cut
off the house of Ahab. 8 It happened,
when Jehu was executing judgment
on the house of Ahab, that he found
the princes of Judah, and the sons of
the brothers of Ahaziah, ministering
to Ahaziah, and killed them. 9 He
sought Ahaziah, and they caught him
(now he was hiding in Samaria), and
they brought him to Jehu, and killed
him. They buried him, for they said,
He is the descendant of Jehoshaphat,
who sought Yahweh with all his
heart. The house of Ahaziah had no
power to hold the kingdom. 10 Now
when Athaliah the mother of Ahaz-

22:3 His mother was his counsellor to do wickedly — Again we see the influence
of women on the spiritual lives of their children; see on 21:6. Her ‘counsel’ to him
likely refers to the way she raised him in his youth. His grandfather, righteous king
Jehoshaphat, had a weakness with respect to his friendship with the Ahab family
(19:2). Jehoshaphat’s son Jehoram even more so (see on 21:6), and the grandson like-
wise. The failure of a righteous man had disastrous spiritual consequence even for his
grandchild. Grandfather Jehoshaphat nearly lost his life by going to war in tandem
with Ahab king of Israel; and the grandson failed in exactly the same way (:5), at the
very same place, Ramoth Gilead (18:11). He didn’t learn the lesson of his grandfa-
ther’s failure but rather repeated it.

22:6 Ahaziah was severely punished because he didn’t learn the lesson from spiritual
history. Jehoshaphat had been nearly killed because of his union with Ahab the king
of Israel; we really are intended to learn from Biblical history and take concrete ac-
tion based upon what we perceive within it, rather than let these records drift over us
without taking a grip upon our lives in practice.
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iah saw that her son was dead, she
arose and destroyed all the royal
seed of the house of Judah. !l But
Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the
king, took Joash the son of Ahaziah,
and stole him away from among the
king’s sons who were slain, and put
him and his nurse in the bedroom.
So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of
king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada
the priest (for she was the sister of
Ahaziah), hid him from Athaliah, so
that she didn’t kill him. 12 He was
with them hidden in God’s house six
years; and Athaliah reigned over the
land.

CHAPTER 23 Oct. 26
Jehoiada the Priest Supports Joash
In the seventh year Jehoiada
strengthened himself, and took
the captains of hundreds, Azariah
the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son
of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of
Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah
and Elishaphat the son of Zichri,
into covenant with him. 2 They went
about in Judah, and gathered the
Levites out of all the cities of Judah,
and the heads of fathers’ households
of Israel, and they came to Jerusa-
lem. 3 All the assembly made a cov-
enant with the king in God’s house.
He said to them, Behold, the king’s
son shall reign, as Yahweh has spo-
ken concerning the sons of David.
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4 This is the thing that you shall do.
A third part of you, who come in on
the Sabbath, of the priests and of
the Levites, shall be porters at the
thresholds. 3 A third part shall be at
the king’s house; and a third part at
the gate of the foundation. All the
people shall be in the courts of Yah-
weh’s house. ¢ But let no one come
into the house of Yahweh, except the
priests, and those who minister of
the Levites. They shall come in, for
they are holy, but all the people shall
follow Yahweh’s instructions. 7 The
Levites shall surround the king, eve-
ry man with his weapons in his hand.
Whoever comes into the house, let
him be slain. Be with the king when
he comes in, and when he goes out.
8 So the Levites and all Judah did ac-
cording to all that Jehoiada the priest
commanded. They took every man
his men, those who were to come
in on the Sabbath, with those who
were to go out on the Sabbath; for
Jehoiada the priest didn’t dismiss
the shift. 9 Jehoiada the priest deliv-
ered to the captains of hundreds the
spears, large shields and shields that
had been king David’s, which were
in God’s house. 10 He set all the peo-
ple, each man with his weapon in his
hand, from the right side of the house
to the left side of the house, along by
the altar and the house, surrounding
the king. ! Then they brought out

23:1 Took... into covenant with him — Note how at this same time they made a cove-
nant with God (:3). Our covenant with God is often connected with our covenant with
each other; covenant relationship isn’t just a deal between God and us, rather does our
relationship with Him involve us in relationship with the rest of His true people. We
can’t be in relationship with God and isolate ourselves from His people.

23:11 Jehoiada and his sons anointed him — One of these sons was Zechariah, whom



820

the king’s son and put the crown on
him, and gave him the testimony,
and made him king. Jehoiada and
his sons anointed him; and they said,
Long live the king! 12 When Athaliah
heard the noise of the people running
and praising the king, she came to
the people into the house of Yahweh.
13 She looked, and, behold, the king
stood by his pillar at the entrance,
and the captains and the trumpets
by the king; and all the people of
the land rejoiced, and blew trum-
pets. The singers also played musi-
cal instruments, and led the singing
of praise. Then Athaliah tore her
clothes, and said, Treason! Treason!
14 Jehoiada the priest brought out
the captains of hundreds who were
set over the army and said to them,
Bring her out between the ranks; and
whoever follows her, let him be slain
with the sword. For the priest said,
Don’t kill her in Yahweh’s house.
15 So they made way for her. She
went to the entrance of the horse gate
to the king’s house; and they killed
her there.

THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 23:11-23:21

Jehoiada Reforms Judah

16 Jehoiada made a covenant between
himself and all the people, and the
king, that they should be Yahweh’s
people. 17 All the people went to the
house of Baal and broke it down, and
broke his altars and his images in
pieces, and killed Mattan the priest
of Baal before the altars. 18 Jehoiada
appointed the officers of the house of
Yahweh under the hand of the priests
the Levites, whom David had distrib-
uted in the house of Yahweh, to offer
the burnt offerings of Yahweh, as it
is written in the law of Moses, with
rejoicing and with singing, accord-
ing to the order of David. 19 He set
the porters at the gates of the house
of Yahweh, that no one who was un-
clean in any matter should enter in.
20 He took the captains of hundreds,
and the nobles, and the governors
of the people, and all the people of
the land, and brought down the king
from the house of Yahweh. They
came through the upper gate to the
king’s house, and set the king on
the throne of the kingdom. 21 So all

Joash was later to ungratefully murder for daring to criticize him (24:20-22). Indeed,
24:25 says that Joash killed all these sons. Ingratitude is a sin because the kindness we
were shown is a reflection of God's grace to us through a human channel, and to be
ungrateful for it is thereby a rejection of God’s grace.

23:16 The parallel record in 2 Kings 11:17 says this covenant was between Yahweh
and the people, but here we read that it was between Jehoiada and the people. Jehoiada
as the priest was God’s representative, and therefore what he did was on God’s behalf.
God’s representatives can be spoken of as if they are God, even though they aren’t
God Himself in person. This principle, which is found throughout the Old Testament,
should prepare us to accept that God’s Son, Jesus, as His Father’s total representative,
isn’t God Himself but can be spoken of as God, as Jehoiada was, because He functions
so completely on God’s behalf.

23:21 The people of the land rejoiced — In the same way as “all the people” destroyed
the temple of Baal (:17) and “all the people” rejoiced at the idea of Joash being made
king (:13). Although the people were spiritually weak at this time, there was deep



THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 23:21-24:14

the people of the land rejoiced, and
the city was quiet. Athaliah they had
slain with the sword.

CHAPTER 24 Oct. 27
Joash Zealously Restores the
Temple

oash was seven years old when

he began to reign; and he reigned
forty years in Jerusalem. His moth-
er’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba.
2 Joash did that which was right in
the eyes of Yahweh all the days of
Jehoiada the priest. 3 Jehoiada took
for him two wives; and he fathered
sons and daughters. 4 It happened af-
ter this that Joash intended to restore
the house of Yahweh. 5 He gathered
together the priests and the Levites
and said to them, Go out to the cit-
ies of Judah, and gather money to
repair the house of your God from
all Israel from year to year. See that
you hasten this matter. However the
Levites didn’t do it right away. 6 The
king called for Jehoiada the chief
and said to him, Why haven’t you re-
quired of the Levites to bring in the
tax of Moses the servant of Yahweh,
and of the assembly of Israel, out of
Judah and out of Jerusalem, for the
tent of the testimony? 7 For the sons
of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had
broken up God’s house; and they
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also gave all the dedicated things of
the house of Yahweh to the Baals.
8 So the king commanded, and they
made a chest, and set it outside at the
gate of the house of Yahweh. 9 They
made a proclamation through Judah
and Jerusalem, to bring in for Yah-
weh the tax that Moses the servant of
God laid on Israel in the wilderness.
10 All the princes and all the people
rejoiced, and brought in, and cast
into the chest, until they had made an
end. !l It was so, that whenever the
chest was brought to the king’s offic-
ers by the hand of the Levites, and
when they saw that there was much
money, the king’s scribe and the
chief priests’ officer came and emp-
tied the chest, and took it, and car-
ried it to its place again. Thus they
did day by day, and gathered money
in abundance. 12 The king and Je-
hoiada gave it to those who did the
work of the service of the house of
Yahweh. They hired masons and car-
penters to restore the house of Yah-
weh, and also those who worked iron
and brass, so as to repair the house of
Yahweh. 13 So the workmen worked,
and the work of repairing advanced
in their hands, and they restored
God’s house to its proper condition
and strengthened it. 14 When they
had finished, they brought the rest

within them a desire to do the right thing — they just lacked the strength to do it, and
needed someone like Jehoiada to present it clearly to them. We may consider those
around us to be totally disinterested in spiritual things, but if we present them with the
right way, we will be surprised how this is passively and unconsciously what a lot of
apparently ‘worldly’ people are in fact looking for. See on 24:10.

24:10 People do respond generously when someone gives them firm leadership and

explains the need; see on 23:21.

24:14 All the days of Jehoiada — Joash’s zeal for restoring the temple appears to have
been all on his own initiative. But clearly his zeal for God was all the result of Je-
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of the money before the king and Je-
hoiada, from which were made ves-
sels for the house of Yahweh, even
vessels with which to minister and
to offer, and spoons, and vessels of
gold and silver. They offered burnt
offerings in the house of Yahweh
continually all the days of Jehoiada.
IS But Jehoiada grew old and was
full of days, and he died. He was one
hundred and thirty years old when he
died. 16 They buried him in the city
of David among the kings, because
he had done good in Israel, and to-
ward God and His house.

Joash Departs from Yahweh

17 Now after the death of Jehoiada
came the princes of Judah, and made
obeisance to the king. Then the king
listened to them. 18 They forsook the
house of Yahweh, the God of their

THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 24:14-24:22

fathers, and served the Asherim and
the idols. Wrath came on Judah and
Jerusalem for this their guiltiness.
19 Yet He sent prophets to them, to
bring them again to Yahweh; and
they testified against them. But
they would not listen. 20 The spirit
of God came on Zechariah the son
of Jehoiada the priest; and he stood
above the people and said to them,
Thus says God, ‘Why do you diso-
bey the commandments of Yahweh,
so that you can’t prosper? Because
you have forsaken Yahweh, He has
also forsaken you’. 2! They con-
spired against him, and stoned him
with stones at the commandment of
the king in the court of the house
of Yahweh. 22 Thus Joash the king
didn’t remember the kindness which
Jehoiada his father had done to him,
but killed his son. When he died, he

hoiada’s influence upon him, and as soon as Jehoiada was dead, he turned to other
gods (:17,18). People can serve God, even in a very zealous way, purely as the result
of others’ influence upon them. This is why how we end our spiritual journey is so
important — when those who influenced our youth are no longer with us, and we serve
God with no possibility of the motivation of pleasing those we respect. It seems Joash
was grateful to Jehoiada for saving his life and organizing the coup which led to his
having the kingdom at seven years old — when his gratitude should’ve been to God,
who used Jehoiada merely as a human channel. If we don’t see our spiritual elders as
channels used by God, but glorify them in themselves, then we will tend to do spir-
itual things just to please those elders. And when they are no more, we are left with no
real relationship with God Himself. This would explain how immediately on the death
of Jehoiada, Joash turned to other gods.

24:17 The king listened to them — So often the history of the kings repeats itself. This
was exactly the mistake of Rehoboam — listening to bad advisors and rejecting the
Godly advice of older men (1 Kings 12:8,10). Our life situations likewise tend to re-
peat in essence the situations faced by Biblical characters; and we really are expected
to learn the lessons. We have to ask how often it is that we base a life decision specifi-
cally upon a Biblical precedent... How much does Bible history really affect our life
choices today?

24:21 At the commandment of the king — See on 23:11.

24:22 May Yahweh look at it, and require it — This is one of many Biblical indications
that at the day of judgment, situations in this life will as it were be played back to
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said, May Yahweh witness it, and re-
quire it. 23 It happened at the end of
the year, that the army of the Syrians
came up against him. They came to
Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed
all the princes of the people from
among the people, and sent all their
spoil to the king of Damascus. 24 For
the army of the Syrians came with
a small company of men; and Yah-
weh delivered a very great army into
their hand, because they had forsak-
en Yahweh, the God of their fathers.
So they executed judgment on Joash.
25 When they had departed from
him (for they left him very sick),
his own servants conspired against
him for the blood of the sons of Je-
hoiada the priest, and killed him on
his bed, and he died; and they buried
him in the city of David, but they
didn’t bury him in the tombs of the
kings. 26 These are those who con-
spired against him: Zabad the son of
Shimeath the Ammonitess and Je-

823

hozabad the son of Shimrith the Mo-
abitess. 27 Now concerning his sons,
and the greatness of the burdens laid
on him, and the rebuilding of God’s
house, behold, they are written in
the commentary of the book of the
kings. Amaziah his son reigned in
his place.

CHAPTER 25 Oct. 28
Amaziah’s Incomplete Devotion
maziah was twenty-five years
old when he began to reign;
and he reigned twenty-nine years
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 2 He
did that which was right in the eyes
of Yahweh, but not with a complete
heart. 3 Now it happened that when
the kingdom was established to him,
he killed his servants who had killed
the king his father. 4 But he didn’t
put their children to death, but did
according to that which is written
in the law in the book of Moses, as

the wicked, and be ‘required’ from them. All their sins will be mentioned unto them,
whereas this will not be the case for the righteous, whose sins have been forgiven (Ez.
18:22; 33:16).

25:3 When the kingdom was established to him, he killed his servants — This sen-
tence structure is common in the record of the kings; when they became strong, once
they were set up in life, then they did wrong (11:17; 12:1; 17:1; 21:4; 26:8,16). Some
people never get set up in life or become financially or domestically ‘strong’ as they
would wish, and resent it. But remember this formula; perhaps if that had been granted
them by God, they would turn away from Him. Amaziah repeated the pattern of Jeho-
ram, who became strong in his kingdom, and then killed his brothers (21:4). Again we
see how God intended Amaziah, as He intends all of us, to perceive how we should be
and live on the basis of the examples in the history of His people. This is why reading
the records of these kings is so valuable for us; and more than valuable, God intends
us to be familiar with the history He has recorded and carefully preserved for so long,
and learn from it, applying it specifically in our lives.

25:4 Despite committing murder after the pattern of wicked Jehoram (21:4), he was
careful to be obedient to part of God’s law. We so often justify wrong behaviour by
mixing it with some element of legalistic obedience to God’s word, just as we see in
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Yahweh commanded saying, The
fathers shall not die for the children,
neither shall the children die for the
fathers; but every man shall die for
his own sin. 5 Moreover Amaziah
gathered Judah together, and ordered
them according to their fathers hous-
es, under captains of thousands and
captains of hundreds, even all Judah
and Benjamin. He numbered them
from twenty years old and upward,
and found them three hundred thou-
sand chosen men, able to go forth
to war, who could handle spear and
shield. ¢ He hired also one hundred
thousand mighty men of valour out
of Israel for one hundred talents of
silver. 7 A man of God came to him,
saying, O king, don’t let the army of
Israel go with you; for Yahweh is not
with Israel, with all the children of
Ephraim. 8 But if you will go, go and
take action, be strong for the battle.
God will overthrow you before the
enemy; for God has power to help,
and to overthrow. 9 Amaziah said to
the man of God, But what shall we
do for the hundred talents which I
have given to the army of Israel? The

THE SECOND BOOK OF CHRONICLES 25:4-25:14

man of God answered, Yahweh is
able to give you much more than this.
10 Then Amaziah separated them, the
army that had come to him out of
Ephraim, to go home again. There-
fore their anger was greatly kindled
against Judah, and they returned
home in fierce anger. !l Amaziah
took courage, and led forth his peo-
ple, and went to the Valley of Salt,
and struck ten thousand of the chil-
dren of Seir. 12 The children of Judah
carried away ten thousand alive, and
brought them to the top of the rock,
and threw them down from the top of
the rock, so that they all were broken
in pieces. 13 But the men of the army
whom Amaziah sent back, that they
should not go with him to battle, fell
on the cities of Judah, from Samaria
even to Beth Horon, and struck of
them three thousand, and took much
spoil.

Amaziah’s Spiritual Decline

14 Now it happened, after that
Amaziah had come from the slaugh-
ter of the Edomites, that he brought
the gods of the children of Seir,

the account of the judgment and crucifixion of Jesus, with the Jews careful to obey
parts of the Mosaic Law in detail — whilst totally missing the bigger picture

25:6 Jehoshaphat (19:2) and other kings of Judah had always gotten into trouble by
making military alliances with Israel; but still the lesson wasn’t learnt, spiritual history
wasn’t allowed by Amaziah to really have a practical impact upon him.

25:8 But if you will go, go and take action, be strong for the battle — A classic example
of the downward spiral, whereby God pushes people along the road of self-destruction
if this is the path they choose.

25:13 We might be surprised at this; Amaziah had paid money to hire this army, but
in humility to God’s word had dismissed them and as it were wasted his money, just
because God had told him not to use them but trust in Him. But then they do so much
damage to Amaziah’s kingdom. Perhaps this was because his obedience to God’s word
was only external, and not with a complete heart (:2). Likewise Amaziah won a great
victory by faith in Yahweh, but immediately adopted pagan gods (:14,15).
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and set them up to be his gods,
and bowed down himself before
them, and burned incense to them.
I5 Therefore the anger of Yahweh
was kindled against Amaziah, and
He sent to him a prophet who said
to him, Why have you sought after
the gods of the people, which have
not delivered their own people out
of your hand? 16 It happened, as he
talked with him, that the king said
to him, Have we made you one of
the king’s counsellors? Stop! Why
should you be struck down? Then
the prophet stopped, and said, I
know that God has determined to
destroy you, because you have done
this, and have not listened to my
counsel. 17 Then Amaziah king of
Judah consulted his advisers, and
sent to Joash, the son of Jehoahaz the
son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying,
Come, let us face off against each
other. 18 Joash king of Israel sent to
Amaziah king of Judah saying, The
thistle that was in Lebanon sent to
the cedar that was in Lebanon say-
ing, Give your daughter to my son
as his wife. Then a wild animal that
was in Lebanon passed by, and tram-
pled down the thistle. 1° You say to
yourself that you have struck Edom;
and your heart lifts you up to boast.
Now stay at home. Why should you
meddle with trouble, that you should
fall, even you, and Judah with you?
20 But Amaziah would not listen;
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for it was of God, that He might
deliver them into the hand of their
enemies, because they had sought
after the gods of Edom. 21 So Joash
king of Israel went up; and he and
Amaziah king of Judah confronted
each other at Beth Shemesh, which
belongs to Judah. 22 Judah was de-
feated by Israel; and they fled every
man to his tent. 23 Joash king of Is-
rael took Amaziah king of Judah,
the son of Joash the son of Jehoa-
haz, at Beth Shemesh, and brought
him to Jerusalem, and broke down
the wall of Jerusalem from the gate
of Ephraim to the corner gate, four
hundred cubits. 24 He took all the
gold and silver, and all the vessels
that were found in God’s house with
Obed-Edom, and the treasures of the
king’s house, the hostages also, and
returned to Samaria. 25 Amaziah the
son of Joash king of Judah lived after
the death of Joash son of Jehoahaz
king of Israel fifteen years. 26 Now
the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first
and last, behold, aren’t they written
in the book of the kings of Judah
and Israel? 27 Now from the time
that Amaziah turned away from fol-
lowing Yahweh, they made a con-
spiracy against him in Jerusalem. He
fled to Lachish; but they sent after
him to Lachish, and killed him there.
28 They brought him on horses, and
buried him with his fathers in the
city of David.

25:17 Earlier Amaziah had wanted to make an alliance with Israel (:6,7); now he picks
an argument with them and purposefully provokes a war with them. This unstable,
inconsistent attitude arose from his incomplete devotion to God (:2). The instability
and inconsistency evident in so many aspects of so many lives is reflective of a lack of
steady, consistent devotion to the God who is eager to be our rock.
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CHAPTER 26 Oct. 29
Uzziah’s Industry and Success

11 the people of Judah took

Uzziah, who was sixteen years
old, and made him king in the place
of his father Amaziah. 2 He built
Eloth and restored it to Judah, after
that the king slept with his fathers.
3 Sixteen years old was Uzziah when
he began to reign; and he reigned
fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Jechiliah of Jeru-
salem. 4 He did that which was right
in the eyes of Yahweh, according to
all that his father Amaziah had done.
5 He set himself to seek God in the
days of Zechariah, who had under-
standing in the vision of God. As
long as he sought Yahweh, God made
him to prosper. ¢ He went forth and
warred against the Philistines, and
broke down the walls of Gath, Jab-
neh and Ashdod; and he built cities
in the country of Ashdod and among
the Philistines. 7 God helped him
against the Philistines, and against
the Arabians who lived in Gur Baal
and the Meunim. 8 The Ammonites
gave tribute to Uzziah. His name
spread abroad even to the entrance of
Egypt; for he grew extremely strong.
9 Moreover, Uzziah built towers in
Jerusalem at the corner gate and the
valley gate, and at the turning of the
wall, and fortified them. 10 He built
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towers in the wilderness, and dug out
many cisterns, for he had much live-
stock; in the lowland also, and in the
plain. He had farmers and vineyard
keepers in the mountains and in the
fruitful fields; for he loved farming.
11 Moreover Uzziah had an army of
fighting men, who went out to war
by bands, according to the number
of their reckoning made by Jeiel the
scribe and Maaseiah the officer, un-
der the hand of Hananiah, one of the
king’s captains. 12 The whole number
of the heads of fathers’ households,
even the mighty men of valour, was
two thousand six hundred. 13 Under
their hand was an army, three hun-
dred and seven thousand five hun-
dred, who made war with mighty
power, to help the king against the
enemy. 14 Uzziah prepared for them,
even for all the army, shields, spears,
helmets, coats of armour, bows and
stones for slinging. 15 He made in
Jerusalem engines, invented by skil-
ful men, to be on the towers and on
the battlements, with which to shoot
arrows and great stones. His name
spread far abroad; for he was marvel-
lously helped, until he was strong.

Uzziah’s Failure

16 But when he was strong, his heart
was lifted up, so that he did corrupt-
ly, and he trespassed against Yahweh

26:4 But Amaziah only did a few things right before God and turned to other gods in
the end (25:20). God so thirsts for human response to Him that He writes these records
so positively, in recognition of any spirituality which there was.

26:16 But when he was strong — He was strong only in his own self-perception, be-
cause his strength was only the result of God’s help (:15). Again we see how hu-
man strength precedes spiritual failure, which is a common theme in these lives of the
kings and indeed throughout history; see on 25:3.
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his God; for he went into Yahweh’s
temple to burn incense on the altar
of incense. 17 Azariah the priest went
in after him, and with him eighty
priests of Yahweh, who were valiant
men. 18 They resisted Uzziah the
king, and said to him, It isn’t for you,
Uzziah, to burn incense to Yahweh,
but for the priests the sons of Aaron,
who are consecrated to burn incense.
Go out of the sanctuary; for you
have trespassed; neither shall it be
for your honour from Yahweh God.
19 Then Uzziah was angry; and he
had a censer in his hand to burn in-
cense; and while he was angry with
the priests, the leprosy broke forth
in his forehead before the priests in
the house of Yahweh, beside the al-
tar of incense. 20 Azariah the chief
priest, and all the priests, looked on
him, and behold, he was leprous in
his forehead, and they thrust him
out quickly from there. Yes, he him-
self hurried also to go out, because
Yahweh had struck him. 2! Uzziah
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the king was a leper to the day of his
death, and lived in a separate house,
being a leper; for he was cut off from
the house of Yahweh; and Jotham his
son was over the king’s house, judg-
ing the people of the land. 22 Now
the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first
and last, Isaiah the prophet, the son
of Amoz, wrote. 23 So Uzziah slept
with his fathers; and they buried him
with his fathers in the field of burial
which belonged to the kings; for they
said, He is a leper. Jotham his son
reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 27 Oct. 29
Jotham’s Good Reign
otham was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Jerushah
the daughter of Zadok. 2 He did
that which was right in the eyes of
Yahweh, according to all that his fa-
ther Uzziah had done. However he
didn’t enter into Yahweh’s temple.

26:17 Azariah was very brave to do this; for kings, especially like Uzziah at this time,
considered themselves all powerful and beyond such criticism. We shouldn’t fear to
bring God’s word to those who are ‘senior’ in rank, even if it criticizes them explicitly
or implicitly; for compared to God’s word, all men are as grass, of whatever rank they
are in human society (Is. 40:6-8).

26:18 Uzziah is here condemned for doing what only the priests could do. However,
David also did what only the priests (of the tribe of Levi) could do; but he was of the
tribe of Judah and therefore not a priest (1 Chron. 15:27; 16:3). So we conclude that
the same action can be sinful for one person but a sign of spiritual maturity in another.
We need to bear this in mind when considering the behaviour of others, and try not
to legislate against it in a legalistic manner but treat each case on its merits. We also
learn from this that motive and not external action nor appearance are of ultimate im-
portance to God. All our works need careful analysis once we grasp this point. It could
be that Uzziah was trying to imitate David in acting as a priest when he wasn’t; for 2
Kings 14:3 emphasizes that Uzziah did not do his good deeds in the spirit of David.
It was all just an attempt to externally mimic a righteous man when the heart was far
from spirituality; and God judges such hypocrisy very hard.
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The people still did corruptly. 3 He
built the upper gate of the house of
Yahweh, and on the wall of Ophel
he built much. 4 Moreover he built
cities in the hill country of Judah,
and in the forests he built castles
and towers. 5> He fought also with
the king of the children of Ammon,
and prevailed against them. The chil-
dren of Ammon gave him the same
year one hundred talents of silver,
ten thousand measures of wheat and
ten thousand of barley. The children
of Ammon gave that much to him in
the second year also, and in the third.
6 So Jotham became mighty, because
he prepared his ways before Yahweh
his God. 7 Now the rest of the acts
of Jotham, and all his wars and his
ways, behold, they are written in the
book of the kings of Israel and Ju-
dah. 8 He was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign, and reigned
sixteen years in Jerusalem. 9 Jotham
slept with his fathers, and they bur-
ied him in the city of David; and
Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 28 Oct. 30
The Wickedness of Ahaz
haz was twenty years old when
he began to reign; and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem:
and he didn’t do that which was right
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in the eyes of Yahweh, as David his
father did; 2 but he walked in the
ways of the kings of Israel, and addi-
tionally made molten images for the
Baals. 3 Moreover he burnt incense
in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
and burnt his children in the fire, ac-
cording to the abominations of the
nations whom Yahweh cast out be-
fore the children of Israel. 4 He sac-
rificed and burnt incense in the high
places and on the hills, and under
every green tree. 5 Therefore Yahweh
his God delivered him into the hand
of the king of Syria; and they struck
him, and carried away from him
a great multitude of captives, and
brought them to Damascus. He was
also delivered into the hand of the
king of Israel, who struck him with
a great slaughter. 6 For Pekah the
son of Remaliah killed in Judah one
hundred and twenty thousand in one
day, all of them valiant men; because
they had forsaken Yahweh, the God
of their fathers. 7 Zichri, a mighty
man of Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the
king’s son, and Azrikam the ruler of
the house, and Elkanah who was next
to the king. 8 The children of Israel
carried away captive of their brothers
two hundred thousand, women, sons
and daughters, and took also away
much spoil from them, and brought

27:6 If a man prepares his way after God’s principles (see too Prov. 4:26), then God
will ‘prepare’ that man’s way too (Ps. 37:23; 119:5), confirming him in the way he

chooses to go.

28:5 Therefore Yahweh his God — Yahweh was still his God even through this very
evil part of his life when Ahaz had forsaken God (:6); we too shouldn’t give up on
our brethren who clearly leave God’s principles. Even if we disbelieve God, He still
remains faithful to us (2 Tim. 2:13). God is still working with our lost brethren, and so
should we, after the pattern of the shepherd who searches until he finds the lost sheep.
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the spoil to Samaria. 9 But a prophet
of Yahweh was there, whose name
was Oded. He went out to meet the
army that came to Samaria and said
to them, Behold, because Yahweh,
the God of your fathers, was angry
with Judah, He has delivered them
into your hand, and you have slain
them in a rage which has reached up
to heaven. 10 Now you purpose to
oppress the children of Judah and Je-
rusalem for bondservants and bond-
maids for yourselves. Aren’t there
even with you trespasses of your own
against Yahweh your God? !l Now
hear me therefore, and send back the
captives, that you have taken cap-
tive from your brothers; for the fierce
wrath of Yahweh is on you. 12 Then
some of the heads of the children of
Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan,
Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth,
and Jehizkiah the son of Shallum,
and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood
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up against those who came back
from the war. 13 They said to them,
You shall not bring in the captives
here; for you purpose that which
will bring on us a trespass against
Yahweh, to add to our sins and to
our trespass; for our trespass is great,
and there is fierce wrath against Is-
rael. 14 So the armed men left the
captives and the spoil before the
princes and all the assembly. 15 The
men mentioned by name rose up and
took the captives, and with the spoil
clothed all who were naked among
them, dressed them, gave them san-
dals, and gave them something to eat
and to drink, anointed them, carried
all the feeble of them on donkeys,
and brought them to Jericho, the city
of palm trees, to their brothers. Then
they returned to Samaria. 16 At that
time king Ahaz sent to the kings of
Assyria to help him. 17 For again
the Edomites had come and struck

28:9 The “rage” of sinful Israel against sinful Judah was likely because they trans-
ferred their own sins onto their brethren, and then eagerly punished them for them.
This psychological phenomenon explains why there is so much judgmentalism and
anger against other members within the church. To avoid it, we must face up to our
own sins, and believe that the judgment for them has truly been laid upon Jesus. We
will therefore know our guilt to have been lifted and will not feel the need to transfer
it onto others.

28:11 Fierce wrath — This seems a stronger term than the ‘anger’ of God with Judah
for their idolatry (:9). Hypocrisy and harshly judging our brethren when we too are
sinners is something which makes God fiercely angry.

28:13 This kind of thing happens several times in the record of the kings; men had
committed themselves already to a significant plan like hiring many soldiers and are
then told to not go ahead with the plan (e.g. 25:9) at the risk of loss of face or money.
This kind of thing ought to be a regular aspect of our lives — stopping in our tracks and
turning back from a course of action because of God’s word.

28:15 Clothing the naked, putting them on donkeys and taking them to Jericho is all
the basis of the good Samaritan parable (Lk. 10). We can therefore understand that
parable in terms of our having compassion upon those within the ecclesia who are
suffering for their sins; we are to take care of them, considering our own sins deserve
the same judgment (:10).
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Judah, and carried away captives.
18 The Philistines also had invaded
the cities of the lowland, and of the
South of Judah, and had taken Beth
Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soco
with its towns, Timnah with its
towns, Gimzo also and its towns; and
settled there. 19 For Yahweh brought
Judah low because of Ahaz king of
Israel; for he had dealt wantonly
in Judah, and trespassed severely
against Yahweh. 20 Tilgath Pilneser
king of Assyria came to him and
distressed him, but didn’t strengthen
him. 2! For Ahaz took away a portion
out of the house of Yahweh, and out
of the house of the king and of the
princes, and gave it to the king of
Assyria: but it didn’t help him. 22 In
the time of his distress, he trespassed
yet more against Yahweh, this same
king Ahaz. 23 For he sacrificed to the
gods of Damascus which struck him.
He said, Because the gods of the
kings of Syria helped them, so I will
sacrifice to them, that they may help
me. But they were the ruin of him,
and of all Israel. 24 Ahaz gathered
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together the vessels of God’s house,
cut in pieces the vessels of God’s
house, and shut up the doors of the
house of Yahweh; and he made him
altars in every corner of Jerusalem.
25 In every city of Judah he made
high places to burn incense to other
gods, and provoked to anger Yah-
weh, the God of his fathers. 26 Now
the rest of his acts, and all his ways,
first and last, behold, they are written
in the book of the kings of Judah and
Israel. 27 Ahaz slept with his fathers,
and they buried him in the city, even
in Jerusalem; for they didn’t bring
him into the tombs of the kings of
Israel; and Hezekiah his son reigned
in his place.

CHAPTER 29 0Oct. 31
Hezekiah Cleanses the Temple
ezekiah began to reign when
he was twenty-five years old,
and he reigned twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah.
2 He did that which was right in the
eyes of Yahweh, according to all

28:27 They didn't bring him into the tombs of the kings — This is mentioned several
times about the sinful kings. Although the people were themselves sinful and rebel-
lious, they recognized that the kings who hadn’t followed the spirit of king David
shouldn’t be buried together with him. There is in society a basic sense of right and
wrong, which is reflected in such decisions as this. It’s not the case, therefore, that
people are totally disinterested in spirituality and have no sense of right or wrong.
There is interest in spirituality in people; it’s just connecting with it in an appropriate
way which is our challenge.

29:2 We wonder how it could be that such an evil man as Ahaz had such a righteous
son as Hezekiah. Perhaps the extreme sinfulness of Ahaz made Hezekiah reflect upon
the wrongness of sin; perhaps Hezekiah was angry with his father for killing his broth-
ers and sisters in sacrifice to stupid idols (28:3) and so he went the other way, as it
were. Whatever, we learn that bad background doesn’t force people into sin; Hezekiah
had an awful spiritual background but he was righteous. We can’t blame our sin on
anything, including bad background.
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that David his father had done. 3 In
the first year of his reign, in the first
month, he opened the doors of the
house of Yahweh, and repaired them.
4 He brought in the priests and the
Levites and gathered them together
into the broad place on the east, 5 and
said to them, Listen to me, you Lev-
ites! Now sanctify yourselves, and
sanctify the house of Yahweh, the
God of your fathers, and carry all the
abominations out of the holy place.
6 For our fathers have trespassed and
done that which was evil in the sight
of Yahweh our God, and have forsak-
en Him, and have turned away their
faces from the habitation of Yahweh,
and turned their backs. 7 Also they
have shut up the doors of the porch,
and put out the lamps, and have not
burned incense nor offered burnt of-
ferings in the holy place to the God
of Israel. 8 Therefore the wrath of
Yahweh was on Judah and Jerusa-
lem, and He has delivered them to

831

be tossed back and forth, to be an
astonishment and a hissing, as you
see with your eyes. 9 For, behold, our
fathers have fallen by the sword, and
our sons and our daughters and our
wives are in captivity for this. 10 Now
it is in my heart to make a covenant
with Yahweh, the God of Israel, that
His fierce anger may turn away from
us. 11 My sons, don’t be negligent
now; for Yahweh has chosen you to
stand before Him to minister to Him,
and that you should be His ministers,
and burn incense. 12 Then the Levites
arose, Mahath son of Amasai, and
Joel son of Azariah, of the sons of the
Kohathites; and of the sons of Mera-
ri, Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son
of Jehallelel; and of the Gershonites,
Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of
Joah; 13 and of the sons of Elizaphan,
Shimri and Jeuel; and of the sons of
Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah;
14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehuel
and Shimei; and of the sons of Jedut-

In the eyes of Yahweh — These “eyes of Yahweh” refer to the Angels (16:9). If we ask
how, mechanically, as it were, God sees and knows all things, the answer is perhaps
‘Through His Angels’. Their activity is amazing; because their work is invisible to us,
we may get the impression at times that God is somehow silent and unobservant. But
His “eyes” are constantly informing Him of our situations and forming an opinion
about them.

29:3 There is a frequent cycle in the record of the kings of mass apostasy by the
people, reformation by a faithful king and then quick descent into apostasy again.
This mirrors the cycle of sin, repentance, devotion and sin which is seen in so many
personal lives. One of the greatest joys we can look forward to in the Kingdom of God
is not just the eternity of the life, but the spiritual quality of it, never able to sin again.
The cycle of the kings suggests, however, that much of the reformation was as a result
of the personal leadership of the king; people go back to the easier way of the flesh
very easily, and good leadership can only go so far in personal reformation; because
our relationship with God is ultimately so very personal.

29:11 My sons — Hezekiah was only 25 years old when he said this (:1), but when
others are spiritually weak and someone takes spiritual leadership, they become the
elder —regardless of their age.
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hun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 15 They
gathered their brothers and sancti-
fied themselves, and went in, accord-
ing to the commandment of the king
by the words of Yahweh, to cleanse
the house of Yahweh. 16 The priests
went in to the inner part of the house
of Yahweh to cleanse it, and brought
out all the uncleanness that they
found in Yahweh’s temple into the
court of the house of Yahweh. The
Levites took it, to carry it out abroad
to the brook Kidron. 17 Now they be-
gan on the first day of the first month
to sanctify, and on the eighth day of
the month came they to the porch of
Yahweh. They sanctified the house
of Yahweh in eight days, and on the
sixteenth day of the first month they
made an end. 18 Then they went in to
Hezekiah the king within the palace
and said, We have cleansed all the
house of Yahweh, and the altar of
burnt offering, with all its vessels,
and the table of showbread, with all
its vessels. 19 Moreover all the ves-
sels which king Ahaz in his reign
threw away when he trespassed,
have we prepared and sanctified; and
behold, they are before the altar of
Yahweh.
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A Service of Re-dedication

20 Then Hezekiah the king arose
early, and gathered the princes of
the city, and went up to the house
of Yahweh. 2! They brought seven
bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and
seven male goats for a sin offering
for the kingdom and for the sanctu-
ary and for Judah. He commanded
the priests the sons of Aaron to offer
them on the altar of Yahweh. 22 So
they killed the bulls, and the priests
received the blood, and sprinkled it
on the altar. They killed the rams,
and sprinkled the blood on the altar:
they killed also the lambs, and sprin-
kled the blood on the altar. 23 They
brought near the male goats for the
sin offering before the king and the
assembly; and they laid their hands
on them: 24 and the priests killed
them, and they made a sin offer-
ing with their blood on the altar, to
make atonement for all Israel; for
the king commanded that the burnt
offering and the sin offering should
be made for all Israel. 25 He set the
Levites in the house of Yahweh
with cymbals, with stringed instru-
ments, and with harps, according to
the commandment of David, and of

29:23 It would seem from :21 that the male goats were the sin offering. Jesus under-
stood goats to represent those who would be rejected at the final judgment (Mt. 25:33).
We are to put our hand as it were on the head of such goats, recognizing that we should
come to judgment day and be condemned, treated as goats. We need to imagine how
it would feel to be at the judgment and be sent to the left hand side. This is what we
deserve, and we recognize that by placing our hand on the head of the goat, as it were.
But we are saved by the blood of the lamb; we are identified with Him and will there-
fore be treated as Him, and moved to the right hand side where the sheep are. All these
principles are brought together in baptism into Christ, whereby through that immer-
sion in water we die the death of a sinner and yet rise again with Christ; and we are to
continue living out the essence of baptism in an ongoing sense throughout our lives.
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Gad the king’s seer and Nathan the
prophet; for the commandment was
of Yahweh by His prophets. 26 The
Levites stood with the instruments
of David, and the priests with the
trumpets. 27 Hezekiah commanded
to offer the burnt offering on the al-
tar. When the burnt offering began,
the song of Yahweh began also, and
the trumpets, together with the in-
struments of David king of Israel.
28 All the assembly worshipped, and
the singers sang, and the trumpeters
sounded. All this continued until the
burnt offering was finished. 29 When
they had made an end of offering,
the king and all who were present
with him bowed themselves and
worshipped. 30 Moreover Hezekiah
the king and the princes commanded
the Levites to sing praises to Yahweh
with the words of David, and of As-
aph the seer. They sang praises with
gladness, and they bowed their heads
and worshipped. 31 Then Hezekiah
answered, Now you have conse-
crated yourselves to Yahweh; come
near and bring sacrifices and thank
offerings into the house of Yahweh.
The assembly brought in sacrifices
and thank offerings; and as many
as were of a willing heart brought
burnt offerings. 32 The number of
the burnt offerings which the as-
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sembly brought was seventy bulls,
one hundred rams, and two hundred
lambs. All these were for a burnt of-
fering to Yahweh. 33 The consecrated
things were six hundred head of cat-
tle and three thousand sheep. 34 But
the priests were too few, so that they
could not flay all the burnt offerings.
Therefore their brothers the Levites
helped them, until the work was end-
ed, and until the priests had sancti-
fied themselves; for the Levites were
more upright in heart to sanctify
themselves than the priests. 35 Also
the burnt offerings were in abun-
dance, with the fat of the peace of-
ferings, and with the drink offerings
for every burnt offering. So the serv-
ice of the house of Yahweh was set
in order. 36 Hezekiah rejoiced, and
all the people, because of that which
God had prepared for the people; for
this was done suddenly.

CHAPTER 30 Nov.1
Hezekiah’s Great Passover
ezekiah sent to all Israecl and
Judah, and wrote letters also
to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they
should come to the house of Yahweh
at Jerusalem, to keep the Passover
to Yahweh, the God of Israel. 2 For
the king had taken counsel, and his
princes, and all the assembly in Je-

30:1 By doing so, Hezekiah was seeking to bring together the spiritually minded of
both Israel and Judah (see too :5). Technical divisions between God’s people are al-
ways ended ‘on the ground’ when like minded believers find they have so much in
common, and the official divides between them only exist from a human viewpoint;
God sees His people as one, whatever divisions between them there may be from hu-

man perspectives.

30:2 The second month — Passover was to be kept in the first month; but Hezekiah
perceived the urgency which there is in serving God, and he rightly perceived it was
better to technically infringe the Law in order to keep the spirit of it.
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rusalem, to keep the Passover in
the second month. 3 For they could
not keep it at that time, because the
priests had not sanctified themselves
in sufficient number, neither had the
people gathered themselves together
to Jerusalem. 4 The thing was right
in the eyes of the king and of all the
assembly. 5 So they established a de-
cree to make proclamation through-
out all Israel, from Beersheba even
to Dan, that they should come to
keep the Passover to Yahweh, the
God of Israel, at Jerusalem; for they
had not kept it in great numbers in
the manner that is written. ¢ So the
couriers went with the letters from
the king and his princes throughout
all Israel and Judah, and according
to the commandment of the king
saying, You children of Israel, turn
again to Yahweh, the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, that He may
return to the remnant that have es-
caped of you out of the hand of the
kings of Assyria. 7 Don’t be like
your fathers, and like your broth-
ers, who trespassed against Yahweh,
the God of their fathers, so that He
gave them up to destruction, as you
see. 8 Now don’t be stiff-necked, as
your fathers were; but yield your-
selves to Yahweh, and enter into
His sanctuary which He has sanc-
tified forever. Serve Yahweh your
God, that His fierce anger may turn
away from you. 9 For if you turn
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again to Yahweh, your brothers and
your children shall find compassion
before those who led them captive,
and shall come again into this land:
for Yahweh your God is gracious
and merciful, and will not turn away
His face from you if you return to
Him. 10 So the couriers passed from
city to city through the country of
Ephraim and Manasseh, even to Ze-
bulun; but there they were ridiculed
and despised. 11 Nevertheless certain
men of Asher and Manasseh and of
Zebulun humbled themselves, and
came to Jerusalem. 12 Also on Judah
came the hand of God to give them
one heart, to do the commandment
of the king and of the princes by
the word of Yahweh. 13 Many peo-
ple assembled at Jerusalem to keep
the feast of unleavened bread in the
second month, a very great assem-
bly. 14 They arose and took away the
altars that were in Jerusalem, and all
the altars for incense took they away,
and cast them into the brook Kidron.
15 Then they killed the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the second
month. The priests and the Levites
were ashamed, and sanctified them-
selves, and brought burnt offerings
into the house of Yahweh. 16 They
stood in their place after their order,
according to the law of Moses the
man of God, and the priests sprin-
kled the blood which they received
of the hand of the Levites.

30:9 Note that if they turned to Yahweh, then their spiritually weak brethren currently
in captivity would be blessed; to some extent, our spirituality can affect third parties.

30:12 God is capable of working directly on the human heart to make us obedient to
His word; given the tragic weakness of our will, we should also ask Him to be with us

in this way, as David often does in Ps. 119.
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The Passover Kept in

Uncleanness

17 There were many in the assembly
who had not sanctified themselves:
therefore the Levites were in charge
of killing the Passovers for everyone
who was not clean, to sanctify them
to Yahweh. 18 For a multitude of the
people, even many of Ephraim and
Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had
not cleansed themselves, yet they
ate the Passover otherwise than it
is written. For Hezekiah had prayed
for them saying, May the good Yah-
weh pardon everyone 19 who sets his
heart to seek God, Yahweh, the God
of his fathers, even if they aren’t
clean according to the purification
of the sanctuary. 20 Yahweh listened
to Hezekiah, and healed the people.
21 The children of Israel who were
present at Jerusalem kept the feast
of unleavened bread seven days with
great gladness; and the Levites and
the priests praised Yahweh day by
day, singing with loud instruments
to Yahweh. 22 Hezekiah spoke to the
heart of all the Levites who had good
understanding in the service of Yah-
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weh. So they ate throughout the feast
for the seven days, offering sacri-
fices of peace offerings, and making
confession to Yahweh, the God of
their fathers. 23 The whole assembly
took counsel to keep another seven
days; and they kept another seven
days with gladness. 24 For Hezekiah
king of Judah gave to the assembly
for offerings one thousand bulls and
seven thousand sheep; and the princ-
es gave to the assembly a thousand
bulls and ten thousand sheep; and
a great number of priests sanctified
themselves. 25 All the assembly of
Judah, with the priests and the Lev-
ites, and all the assembly who came
out of Israel, and the foreigners who
came out of the land of Israel, and
who lived in Judah, rejoiced. 26 So
there was great joy in Jerusalem; for
since the time of Solomon the son
of David king of Israel there was
not the like in Jerusalem. 27 Then
the priests and the Levites arose and
blessed the people; and their voice
was heard, and their prayer came
up to His holy habitation, even to
heaven.

30:18 They ate the Passover otherwise than it is written — This needs to be ever re-
membered by those who fear they aren’t worthy to participate in the breaking of bread
service, which is the Christian equivalent of the Passover feast. Our desire for God
and His thirst for relationship with us are between them more than enough to make
our weaknesses no barrier to remembering the great salvation He achieved for us in
Christ. However, the reference in :20 to God’s healing of the people at this time sug-
gests that although He agreed with their keeping of Passover in an unclean state (:12
“by the word of Yahweh”), He also made them recognize their sinfulness at this time.
30:23 If we truly love God, we will not be minimalists, doing the minimum required
by His word; we will joyfully go beyond. For His commandments are but a spring-
board to more total dedication by us on our own initiative. We need to ask, when
was the last time we decided to do something for God as it were “extra”, on our own
initiative?
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CHAPTER 31 Nov.2
Generous Response and
Distribution of the Tithes
NOW when all this was finished,
all Israel who were present
went out to the cities of Judah, and
broke in pieces the pillars, and cut
down the Asherim, and broke down
the high places and the altars out of
all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim
also and Manasseh, until they had
destroyed them all. Then all the chil-
dren of Israel returned each man to
his possession, into their own cities.
2 Hezekiah appointed the divisions of
the priests and the Levites after their
divisions, each man according to his
service, both the priests and the Lev-
ites, for burnt offerings and for peace
offerings, to minister, to give thanks
and to praise in the gates of the camp
of Yahweh. 3 He appointed also the
king’s portion of his substance for
the burnt offerings, for the morning
and evening burnt offerings, and the
burnt offerings for the Sabbaths, and
for the new moons, and for the set
feasts, as it is written in the law of
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Yahweh. 4 Moreover he commanded
the people who lived in Jerusalem
to give the portion of the priests and
the Levites, that they might give
themselves to the law of Yahweh.
5 As soon as the commandment was
published, the children of Israel
gave in abundance the first fruits of
grain, new wine, oil and honey, and
of all the increase of the field; and
the tithe of all things brought they in
abundantly. ¢ The children of Israel
and Judah, who lived in the cities of
Judah, they also brought in the tithe
of cattle and sheep, and the tithe of
dedicated things which were conse-
crated to Yahweh their God, and laid
them by heaps. 7 In the third month
they began to lay the foundation of
the heaps, and finished them in the
seventh month. 8 When Hezekiah
and the princes came and saw the
heaps, they blessed Yahweh and His
people Israel. 9 Then Hezekiah ques-
tioned the priests and the Levites
concerning the heaps. 10 Azariah the
chief priest, of the house of Zadok,
answered him and said, Since people

31:3 The king's portion of his substance — Hezekiah led this reformation by his per-
sonal example — absolutely vital in any leadership role within God’s people.

31:7 There are many ‘small’ details in the Biblical record which indicate that we are
reading real history, inspired by God and infallible. The third month was at the end of
the grain harvest, the time of the feast of Pentecost. The seventh month was at the end
of the fruit and wine harvest, the time of the feast of tabernacles.

31:8 The Hebrew idea of ‘blessing’ carries more weight than a casual ‘Bless you!’
or ‘Well done!”. It was loaded with the solemn belief that something actual would
happen as a result of the blessing being pronounced (the same is true of the idea of
‘cursing’). Passages like Ez. 44:30; Hag. 2:19 and Mal. 3:10,11 state that there would
be material blessing in the homes of those who gave the tithe, and Hezekiah surely
had this in mind. Our giving to God is responded to by Him; maybe not in cash terms
(otherwise the concepts of giving and generosity lose their significance), but we can
be assured that there will be a real blessing in response.

31:10 Several times in the record of Israel’s history we have this feature — of response
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began to bring the offerings into the
house of Yahweh, we have eaten and
had enough, and have left plenty;
for Yahweh has blessed His people.
That which is left is this great store.
I Then Hezekiah commanded them
to prepare rooms in the house of
Yahweh; and they prepared them.
12 They brought in the offerings, the
tithes and the dedicated things faith-
fully. Conaniah the Levite was ruler
over them, and Shimei his brother
was second. 13 Jehiel, Azaziah, Na-
hath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad,
Eliel, Ismachiah, Mahath and Benai-
ah were overseers under the hand of
Conaniah and Shimei his brother,
by the appointment of Hezekiah the
king, and Azariah the ruler of God’s
house. 14 Kore the son of Imnah the
Levite, the porter at the east gate,
was over the freewill offerings of
God, to distribute the offerings of
Yahweh and the most holy things.
15 Under him were Eden, Miniamin,
Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah and She-
caniah, in the cities of the priests, in
their office of trust, to give to their
brothers by divisions, both to the
great and small. 16 Also under him
were those who were reckoned by
genealogy of males, from three years
old and upward, even each one who
entered into the house of Yahweh, as
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the duty of every day required, for
their service in their offices accord-
ing to their divisions; 17 and those
who were reckoned by genealogy of
the priests by their fathers’ houses;
and the Levites from twenty years
old and upward, in their offices by
their divisions; !8 and those who
were reckoned by genealogy of all
their little ones, their wives, their
sons and their daughters, through all
the congregation. In their office of
trust they sanctified themselves in
holiness. 19 Also for the sons of Aar-
on the priests, who were in the fields
of the suburbs of their cities, in every
city, there were men who were men-
tioned by name, to give portions to
all the males among the priests, and
to all who were reckoned by geneal-
ogy among the Levites. 20 Hezekiah
did so throughout all Judah; and he
worked that which was good and
right and faithful before Yahweh his
God. 2! In every work that he began
in the service of God’s house, and in
the law, and in the commandments,
to seek his God, he did it with all his
heart, and prospered.

CHAPTER 32 Nov.3

The Assyrian Invasion
fter these things, and this faith-
fulness, Sennacherib king of

to a call for donations far over what was required (e.g. 24:10). And yet the proph-
ets emphasize that Israel never really quit idol worship and were constantly rebel-
lious against Yahweh. We observe from this that there was a conscience toward God
amongst them, and people love and need to be given some concrete way of serving
God; generally, people lack initiative and need to have a structure given to them with-
in which they can serve God. But we also see that it’s far easier to give material things
at one point in time than to give our hearts to God for a lifetime.

32:1 Afier these things, and this faithfulness — This is clear enough evidence that de-
votion to God doesn’t save us from trial, nor guarantee us an easy life in the flesh.
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Assyria came, and entered into Ju-
dah, and encamped against the forti-
fied cities, and thought to win them
for himself. 2 When Hezekiah saw
that Sennacherib had come, and that
he was set to fight against Jerusalem,
3 he took counsel with his princes and
his mighty men to stop the waters of
the springs which were outside of the
city; and they helped him. 4 So many
people gathered together, and they
stopped all the springs, and the brook
that flowed through the midst of the
land saying, Why should the kings of
Assyria come, and find much water?
5 He took courage, and built up all
the wall that was broken down, and
raised it up to the towers, and the
other wall outside, and strengthened
Millo in the city of David, and made
weapons and shields in abundance.
6 He set captains of war over the
people, and gathered them together
to him in the broad place at the gate
of the city, and spoke to their hearts
saying, 7 Be strong and courageous,
don’t be afraid nor dismayed for the
king of Assyria, nor for all the mul-
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titude who is with him; for there is
a greater One with us than with him.
8 With him is an arm of flesh; but
with us is Yahweh our God to help
us, and to fight our battles. The peo-
ple rested themselves on the words of
Hezekiah king of Judah. 9 After this,
Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his
servants to Jerusalem, (now he was
before Lachish, and all his power
with him), to Hezekiah king of Ju-
dah, and to all Judah who were at
Jerusalem saying, 10 Thus says Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria, In whom
do you trust, that you remain under
siege in Jerusalem? 11 Doesn’t Heze-
kiah persuade you, to give you over
to die by famine and by thirst by say-
ing, ‘“Yahweh our God will deliver
us out of the hand of the king of As-
syria?” 12 Hasn’t the same Hezekiah
taken away His high places and His
altars, and commanded Judah and
Jerusalem, saying, You shall worship
before one altar, and on it you shall
burn incense? 13 Don’t you know
what I and my fathers have done to
all the peoples of the lands? Were

Hezekiah’s devotion was extraordinary — and now calamity came. Although it could
be that his dedication wasn’t matched by Israel’s, and the Assyrian crisis came as a
result of their unfaithfulness.

32:12 His high places and His altars — We see in this comment the nature of Israel’s
apostasy. They hadn’t rejected Yahweh totally, become atheists; rather they had pro-
claimed the pagan high places and altars as actually being Yahweh’s, thus justifying
pagan idol worship as if it were a form of Yahweh worship. Something similar hap-
pened when the pagan feast of December 25" and the worship of the evergreen tree
was declared a Christian festival, and the pagan tree turned into the “Christmas tree”.
But we make the same mistake countless times, in justifying fleshly behaviour (e.g.
anger, judgmentalism, gossip, pride, exclusivity, character destruction etc.) as a form
of serving Yahweh.

32:13 All this was true; but to the faithful mind, it was actually an encouragement,
although a discouragement to the weak in faith. Truly the pagan gods had been power-
less, and so too would be the Assyrian gods.
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the gods of the nations of the lands
in any way able to deliver their land
out of my hand? 14 Who was there
among all the gods of those nations
which my fathers utterly destroyed,
that could deliver his people out of
my hand, that your God should be
able to deliver you out of my hand?
15 Now therefore don’t let Hezekiah
deceive you, nor persuade you in
this way, neither believe him; for no
god of any nation or kingdom was
able to deliver his people out of my
hand, and out of the hand of my fa-
thers. How much less will your God
deliver you out of my hand? 16 His
servants spoke yet more against Yah-
weh God, and against His servant
Hezekiah. 17 He also wrote letters
insulting Yahweh, the God of Israel,
and to speak against Him saying, As
the gods of the nations of the lands,
which have not delivered their peo-
ple out of my hand, so shall the God
of Hezekiah not deliver His people
out of my hand. 18 They cried with
a loud voice in the Jews’ language
to the people of Jerusalem who were
on the wall, to frighten them, and to
trouble them; that they might take
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the city. 19 They spoke of the God
of Jerusalem, as of the gods of the
peoples of the earth, which are the
work of men’s hands. 20 Hezekiah
the king, and Isaiah the prophet the
son of Amoz, prayed because of this,
and cried to heaven. 21 Yahweh sent
an angel, who cut off all the mighty
men of valour, and the leaders and
captains, in the camp of the king of
Assyria. So he returned with shame
of face to his own land. When he had
come into the house of his god, those
who came forth from his own bow-
els killed him there with the sword.
22 Thus Yahweh saved Hezekiah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the
hand of Sennacherib the king of As-
syria, and from the hand of all oth-
ers, and guided them on every side.
23 Many brought gifts to Yahweh to
Jerusalem, and precious things to
Hezekiah king of Judah; so that He
was exalted in the sight of all nations
from thenceforth.

Hezekiah’s Poor Response to Grace
24 In those days Hezekiah was sick
even to death. He prayed to Yah-
weh; and He spoke to him, and gave

32:21 Those who came forth from his own bowels — The reference is to his sons. But
children come forth from the “bowels” or inner parts of a woman, not a man. But
husband and wife are seen as one in the production of children; ‘they’ become preg-
nant and jointly bring forth children. This was a radical perspective in a society where
women existed basically to bear children and the fathers carried little responsibility
for their children.

32:24 In those days Hezekiah was sick even to death — 2 Kings 14:2 shows that Heze-
kiah reigned for 29 years, and the Assyrian invasion came in the 14" year of his reign.
At the time of his sickness, God gave him another 15 years of life; hence his sickness
and the invasion were at the same time. When circumstances come together in such an
awful way, we know this is the hand of God trying to develop us; not coincidence, nor
any personal Satan being, of whom the Bible knows nothing.
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him a sign. 25 But Hezekiah didn’t
render again according to the grace
done to him. His heart was lifted up;
therefore there was wrath on him,
and on Judah and Jerusalem. 26 Not-
withstanding, Hezekiah humbled
himself for the pride of his heart,
both he and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem, so that the wrath of Yahweh
didn’t come on them in the days of
Hezekiah. 27 Hezekiah had exceed-
ing much riches and honour and he
set up treasuries for silver, and for
gold, and for precious stones, and
for spices, and for shields, and for
all kinds of goodly vessels; 28 store-
houses also for the increase of grain
and new wine and oil; and stalls for
all kinds of animals, and flocks in
folds. 29 Moreover he provided him
cities, and possessions of flocks and
herds in abundance; for God had
given him very much substance.
30 This same Hezekiah also stopped
the upper spring of the waters of Gi-
hon, and brought them straight down
on the west side of the city of David.
Hezekiah prospered in all his works.
31 However concerning the ambassa-
dors of the princes of Babylon, who
sent to him to inquire of the wonder
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that was done in the land, God left
him, to try him, that He might know
all that was in his heart. 32 Now the
rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his
good deeds, behold, they are written
in the vision of Isaiah the prophet
the son of Amoz, in the book of the
kings of Judah and Israel. 33 Heze-
kiah slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in the ascent of the tombs
of the sons of David; and all Judah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did
him honour at his death. Manasseh
his son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 33 Nov.4
Manasseh’s Great Wickedness
Manasseh was twelve years old
when he began to reign; and he
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem.
2 He did that which was evil in the
sight of Yahweh, after the abomina-
tions of the nations whom Yahweh
cast out before the children of Israel.
3 For he built again the high places
which Hezekiah his father had bro-
ken down; and he reared up altars for
the Baals, and made Asheroth, and
worshipped all the army of the sky,
and served them. 4 He built altars in
the house of Yahweh, of which Yah-

32:25 We have all received grace; and the intended response to it is humility. It is be-
cause God so hugely values humility that He has arranged the whole concept of grace
as the basis of our salvation. Those who deny grace and rather trust in works will
therefore tend towards pride and away from humility.

33:2 Manasseh’s father Hezekiah was a righteous man; his grandfather Ahaz a very
wicked man. This just shows that spirituality isn’t totally the result of our upbringing
and background. We each stand as individuals before God and can overcome the influ-
ence of where we came from; and on the other hand, faithful parents are no guarantee
of personal spirituality. It could be that Hezekiah in the last 15 years of his life was
somewhat switched off from devotion to God, resting on his laurels and enjoying the
good life in retirement. Whilst he didn’t himself turn to other gods, this laid back at-
titude to the true God meant that his son turned away from Him.
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weh said, My name shall be in Jeru-
salem forever. 5 He built altars for all
the army of the sky in the two courts
of the house of Yahweh. 6 He also
made his children to pass through the
fire in the valley of the son of Hin-
nom; and he practised sorcery and
used enchantments, and practised
witchcraft and dealt with those who
had familiar spirits, and with wiz-
ards. He worked much evil in the
sight of Yahweh, to provoke Him
to anger. 7 He set the engraved im-
age of the idol, which he had made,
in God’s house, of which God said
to David and to Solomon his son, In
this house, and in Jerusalem, which
I have chosen out of all the tribes of
Israel, will I put My name forever:
8 neither will T any more remove the
foot of Israel from off the land which
I have appointed for your fathers, if
only they will observe to do all that
I have commanded them, even all
the law and the statutes and the ordi-
nances given by Moses. 9 Manasseh
seduced Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, so that they did more evil
than the nations did whom Yahweh
had destroyed before the children of
Israel. 10 Yahweh spoke to Manasseh,

841

and to his people; but they gave no
heed. ! Therefore Yahweh brought
on them the captains of the army of
the king of Assyria, who took Man-
asseh in chains, and bound him with
fetters, and carried him to Babylon.

Manasseh’s Repentance

12’When he was in distress, he begged
Yahweh his God, and humbled him-
self greatly before the God of his fa-
thers. 13 He prayed to Him; and He
was entreated by him, and heard his
supplication, and brought him again
to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then
Manasseh knew that Yahweh was
God. 4 Now after this he built an
outer wall to the city of David, on
the west side of Gihon, in the val-
ley, even to the entrance at the fish
gate; and he encircled Ophel with
it, and raised it up to a very great
height; and he put valiant captains in
all the fortified cities of Judah. 15 He
took away the foreign gods, and the
idol out of the house of Yahweh, and
all the altars that he had built in the
mountain of the house of Yahweh,
and in Jerusalem, and cast them out
of the city. 16 He built up the al-
tar of Yahweh, and offered thereon

33:12 Yahweh his God — God was still his God even in those years of revolt against
Him; God never gives up with us so long as we live on this earth. Although Yahweh
was his God, only on repentance years later did “Manasseh [know] that Yahweh was
God” (:13), and we read of Yahweh as “his God” (:18). Thus in repentance, a man
makes Yahweh’s knowledge of him mutual; and in that meeting of God and man in
repentance there is a huge synergy. All the Angels of God rejoice when one person re-
pents (Lk. 15:10). Hence the huge, cosmic joy at each repentant baptism into Christ.
Humbled himself — This shows that no matter how wicked a person is, there is always
a way back to God; but the supreme requirement is of humility. We should therefore
never give up on people as too far gone. Self humbling is spoken of in :19 as the same
as repentance; this is what repentance is all about, not a passing recognition on a men-
tal level of a small slip, but a deep humbling of self.
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sacrifices of peace offerings and of
thanksgiving, and commanded Judah
to serve Yahweh, the God of Israel.
17 Nevertheless the people sacrificed
still in the high places, but only to
Yahweh their God. 18 Now the rest of
the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer
to his God, and the words of the se-
ers who spoke to him in the name of
Yahweh, the God of Israel, behold,
they are written among the acts of
the kings of Isracl. 19 His prayer
also, and how God was entreated
of him, and all his sin and his tres-
pass, and the places in which he built
high places, and set up the Asherim
and the engraved images, before he
humbled himself: they are written in
the history of Hozai. 20 So Manasseh
slept with his fathers, and they bur-
ied him in his own house; and Amon
his son reigned in his place.

Amon’s Wicked Reign

21 Amon was twenty-two years
old when he began to reign; and he
reigned two years in Jerusalem. 22 He
did that which was evil in the sight of
Yahweh, as did Manasseh his father;
and Amon sacrificed to all the en-
graved images which Manasseh his
father had made, and served them.
23 He didn’t humble himself before
Yahweh, as Manasseh his father
had humbled himself; but this same
Amon trespassed more and more.
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24 His servants conspired against
him, and put him to death in his own
house. 25 But the people of the land
killed all those who had conspired
against king Amon; and the people
of the land made Josiah his son king
in his place.

CHAPTER 34 Nov.s
Josiah’s Good Reign

osiah was eight years old when

he began to reign; and he reigned
thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 He
did that which was right in the eyes
of Yahweh, and walked in the ways
of David his father, and didn’t turn
aside to the right hand or to the left.
3 For in the eighth year of his reign,
while he was yet young, he began to
seek after the God of David his fa-
ther. In the twelfth year he began to
purge Judah and Jerusalem from the
high places, and the Asherim, and
the engraved images, and the molten
images. 4 They broke down the altars
of the Baals in his presence. He cut
down the incense altars that were on
high above them. He broke in pieces
the Asherim, and the engraved imag-
es, and the molten images, and made
dust of them, and strewed it on the
graves of those who had sacrificed
to them. 5 He burnt the bones of the
priests on their altars, and purged Ju-
dah and Jerusalem. 6 He did this in
the cities of Manasseh and Ephraim

33:22 The consequence of sin, even if we ourselves repent of it, is in the bad pattern
it sets to others. Our examples are more powerful than we think; sin is largely sin be-

cause of the effect it has upon others.

34:3 A 16 year old can significantly search after God; and a 20 year old isn’t too
young to do major things for God or take a leadership role if there are no others will-

ing to do so.
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and Simeon, even to Naphtali, in
their surrounding ruins. 7 He broke
down the altars, and beat the Asher-
im and the engraved images into
powder, and cut down all the incense
altars throughout all the land of Isra-
el, and returned to Jerusalem. 8 Now
in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land and the
house, he sent Shaphan the son of
Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor
of the city, and Joah the son of Joa-
haz the recorder, to repair the house
of Yahweh his God. 9 They came to
Hilkiah the high priest, and deliv-
ered the money that was brought into
God’s house, which the Levites, the
keepers of the threshold, had gath-
ered of the hand of Manasseh and
Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Is-
rael, and of all Judah and Benjamin,
and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
10 They delivered it into the hand of
the workmen who had the oversight
of the house of Yahweh. The work-
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men who laboured in the house of
Yahweh gave it to mend and repair
the house; ! even to the carpenters
and to the builders they gave it, to
buy cut stone, and timber for cou-
plings, and to make beams for the
houses which the kings of Judah had
destroyed. 12 The men did the work
faithfully; and their overseers were
Jahath and Obadiah, the Levites, of
the sons of Merari; and Zechariah
and Meshullam, of the sons of the
Kohathites, to set it forward; and
others of the Levites, all who were
skilful with instruments of music.
13 Also they were over the bearers of
burdens, and set forward all who did
the work in every kind of service. Of
the Levites there were scribes, and
officers, and porters.

The Book of the Law Discovered

14 When they brought out the money
that was brought into the house of
Yahweh, Hilkiah the priest found

34:14 Hilkiah the priest found the book of the law of Yahweh given by Moses — Jere-
miah (Jer. 15:16) says that when this book was found, it was to him the joy of his heart
and he as it were ate it. Yet the part of the Law which was found listed the judgments
for disobedience and the explanation of the terms of the covenant (:31). He didn’t
regard these things as some might — the boring droning on of God about sin. Jeremiah
perceived in it God’s requirements and the blessings for obedience, and rejoiced in it
all, as only one who truly loves God can do. Note that in the generations that didn’t
have access to this book of the Law, there were still people who pleased God greatly,
including Josiah. And yet they did so in ignorance of all His word. We who have the
completed word of God so conveniently accessible can come to think that therefore
anyone without a complete knowledge of God’s word on every point cannot please
Him or have a relationship with Him. But this is clearly not the case; for those at Jo-
siah’s time and the generation before who were ignorant of parts of God’s word could
still please Him. However we who have God’s completed word have a far higher level
of responsibility before Him. It could also be argued that God revealed more of His
word and requirements to Josiah in response to Josiah’s zeal to do the right thing be-
fore God so far as he knew, as with Cornelius in the New Testament. Those who truly
seek after God will have His true word revealed to them.
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the book of the law of Yahweh giv-
en by Moses. !5 Hilkiah answered
Shaphan the scribe, I have found
the book of the law in the house of
Yahweh. Hilkiah delivered the book
to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan carried the
book to the king, and moreover
brought back word to the king, say-
ing, All that was committed to your
servants, they are doing. 17 They
have emptied out the money that
was found in the house of Yahweh,
and have delivered it into the hand
of the overseers, and into the hand
of the workmen. 13 Shaphan the
scribe told the king, saying, Hilkiah
the priest has delivered me a book.
Shaphan read therein before the
king. 19 It happened, when the king
had heard the words of the law, that
he tore his clothes. 20 The king com-
manded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son
of Shaphan, and Abdon the son of
Micah, and Shaphan the scribe, and
Asaiah the king’s servant saying,
21 Go inquire of Yahweh for me, and
for those who are left in Israel and in
Judah, concerning the words of the
book that is found. Great is the wrath
of Yahweh that is poured out on us,
because our fathers have not kept the
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word of Yahweh, to do according to
all that is written in this book. 22 So
Hilkiah, and they whom the king
had commanded, went to Huldah
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum
the son of Tokhath, the son of Has-
rah, keeper of the wardrobe; (now
she lived in Jerusalem in the second
quarter), and they spoke to her to
that effect. 23 She said to them, Thus
says Yahweh, the God of Israel: “Tell
the man who sent you to me, 24 Thus
says Yahweh, Behold, I will bring
evil on this place, and on its inhabit-
ants, even all the curses that are writ-
ten in the book which they have read
before the king of Judah. 25 Because
they have forsaken Me, and have
burned incense to other gods, that
they might provoke Me to anger with
all the works of their hands; therefore
is My wrath poured out on this place,
and it shall not be quenched’. 26 But
to the king of Judah, who sent you to
inquire of Yahweh, thus you shall tell
him, Thus says Yahweh, the God of
Israel: ‘As touching the words which
you have heard, 27 because your heart
was tender, and you humbled your-
self before God when you heard His
words against this place, and against

34:19 He tore his clothes — He realized that sins of ignorance are still sins; hence the
Law of Moses required offerings for sin once the sin was recognized. “Great wrath”
was from God because of this disobedience, albeit performed in ignorance (:21). The
fact sins of ignorance are still felt by God should lead us to search His word the more
diligently to know what exactly He requires and hopes for from us. Spare a thought
for God in this; He feels sin, all sin, committed by whoever, even in ignorance. His
sensitivity to sin should lead us to vow the more passionately to live pleasingly before
Him.

34:22 Huldah the prophetess — The Hebrew word translated ‘prophet’ doesn’t just
refer to someone who predicts the future, but to one who spoke forth God’s inspired
word. It’s significant that in such a male dominated society, God chose to relay His
word at times through women.
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its inhabitants, and have humbled
yourself before Me and have torn
your clothes, and wept before Me; |
also have heard you, says Yahweh.
28 Behold, I will gather you to your
fathers, and you shall be gathered
to your grave in peace, neither shall
your eyes see all the evil that I will
bring on this place, and on its inhab-
itants’. They brought back word to
the king. 29 Then the king sent and
gathered together all the elders of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem. 30 The king went
up to the house of Yahweh, and all
the men of Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, and the priests, and
the Levites, and all the people, both
great and small; and he read in their
cars all the words of the book of the
covenant that was found in the house
of Yahweh. 3! The king stood in his
place, and made a covenant before
Yahweh, to walk after Yahweh, and
to keep His commandments, His
testimonies and His statutes, with
all his heart, and with all his soul, to
perform the words of the covenant
that were written in this book. 32 He
caused all who were found in Jeru-
salem and Benjamin to stand to it.
The inhabitants of Jerusalem did ac-
cording to the covenant of God, the
God of their fathers. 33 Josiah took
away all the abominations out of all
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the countries that pertained to the
children of Israel, and made all who
were found in Israel to serve, even to
serve Yahweh their God. All his days
they didn’t depart from following
Yahweh, the God of their fathers.

CHAPTER 35 Nov.6
Josiah’s Passover
Josiah kept a Passover to Yahweh
in Jerusalem: and they killed the
Passover on the fourteenth day of
the first month. 2 He set the priests in
their offices, and encouraged them to
the service of the house of Yahweh.
3 He said to the Levites who taught
all Israel, who were holy to Yahweh,
Put the holy ark in the house which
Solomon the son of David king of Is-
rael built. There shall no more be a
burden on your shoulders. Now serve
Yahweh your God and His people Is-
rael. 4 Prepare yourselves after your
fathers’ houses by your divisions,
according to the writing of David
king of Israel, and according to the
writing of Solomon his son. 5 Stand
in the holy place according to the di-
visions of the fathers’ houses of your
brothers the children of the people,
and let there be for each a portion of
a father’s house of the Levites. ¢ Kill
the Passover and sanctify yourselves,
and prepare for your brothers, to do

34:31 Josiah didn’t just accept the threatened judgment to come as inevitable. He be-
lieved that by repentance it could possibly be averted by God’s grace, just as the peo-

ple of Nineveh believed.

35:3 Serve Yahweh your God and His people — We serve God through serving His
people; our attitude to them, our care for them, is effectively our attitude to the Lord,
and will be the basis upon which we are judged at the last day (Mt. 25:40). We can’t
simply believe in God from the isolation of our own homes or computer screens, and
not get involved with actively serving His people.
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according to the word of Yahweh by
Moses. 7 Josiah gave to the children
of the people of the flock, lambs
and young goats, all of them for the
Passover offerings, to all who were
present, to the number of thirty thou-
sand, and three thousand bulls. These
were of the king’s substance. 8 His
princes gave for a freewill offering to
the people, to the priests, and to the
Levites. Hilkiah and Zechariah and
Jehiel, the rulers of God’s house, gave
to the priests for the Passover offer-
ings two thousand and six hundred
small livestock, and three hundred
head of cattle. 9 Conaniah also, and
Shemaiah and Nethanel, his brothers,
and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Joza-
bad, the chiefs of the Levites, gave to
the Levites for the Passover offerings
five thousand small livestock, and
five hundred head of cattle. 10 So the
service was prepared, and the priests
stood in their place, and the Levites
by their divisions, according to the
king’s commandment. ! They killed
the Passover, and the priests sprin-
kled the blood which they received
of their hand, and the Levites flayed
them. 12 They removed the burnt of-
ferings, that they might give them
according to the divisions of the fa-
thers” houses of the children of the
people, to offer to Yahweh, as it is
written in the book of Moses. So they
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did with the cattle. 13 They roasted
the Passover with fire according to
the ordinance. They boiled the holy
offerings in pots, in caldrons and in
pans, and carried them quickly to all
the children of the people. 14 After-
ward they prepared for themselves,
and for the priests, because the
priests the sons of Aaron were busy
with offering the burnt offerings and
the fat until night; therefore the Lev-
ites prepared for themselves, and for
the priests the sons of Aaron. !5 The
singers the sons of Asaph were in
their place, according to the com-
mandment of David, and Asaph,
and Heman, and Jeduthun the king’s
prophet. The porters were at every
gate: they didn’t need to depart from
their service; for their brothers the
Levites prepared for them. 16 So all
the service of Yahweh was prepared
the same day, to keep the Passover,
and to offer burnt offerings on the
altar of Yahweh, according to the
commandment of king Josiah. 17 The
children of Israel who were present
kept the Passover at that time, and
the feast of unleavened bread seven
days. 18 There was no Passover like
that kept in Israel from the days
of Samuel the prophet; neither did
any of the kings of Israel keep such
a Passover as Josiah kept, and the
priests, and the Levites, and all Judah

35:11 Flayed them— This seems to imply that the skin was flayed off the lambs, in
uncanny prediction of Christ’s whipping and scourging before His offering as the ul-

timate Passover lamb.

35:18 Neither did any of the kings of Israel keep such a Passover as Josiah kept —
Kings like David and Solomon were more prosperous than Josiah was, and yet he was
the more generous in his Passover celebration. Seeing that God isn’t impressed by
numbers of sacrifices, this may not necessarily be an indication of Josiah’s spirituality;
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and Israel who were present, and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 19 In the
eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah
was this Passover kept.

Josiah’s Death

20 After all this, when Josiah had pre-
pared the temple, Neco king of Egypt
went up to fight against Carchemish
by the Euphrates; and Josiah went
out against him. 21 But he sent am-
bassadors to him saying, What have
I to do with you, you king of Judah?
I come not against you this day, but
against the house with which I have
war. God has commanded me to
make haste. Beware and know that it
is God who is with me, that he not
destroy you. 22 Nevertheless Josiah
would not turn his face from him,
but disguised himself, that he might
fight with him, and didn’t listen to
the words of Neco from the mouth
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of God, and came to fight in the val-
ley of Megiddo. 23 The archers shot
at king Josiah; and the king said to
his servants, Take me away, because
I am seriously wounded! 24 So his
servants took him out of the chariot,
and put him in the second chariot
that he had, and brought him to Je-
rusalem; and he died, and was buried
in the tombs of his fathers. All Judah
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.
25 Jeremiah lamented for Josiah. All
the singing men and singing women
spoke of Josiah in their lamentations
to this day; and they made them an
ordinance in Israel. These are written
in the lamentations. 26 Now the rest
of the acts of Josiah, and his good
deeds, according to that which is
written in the law of Yahweh, 27 and
his acts, first and last, behold, they
are written in the book of the kings
of Israel and Judah.

he should’ve learnt the lesson from the success of David and the failure of Solomon,
that God seeks a broken heart rather than physical sacrifice. In any case, the people of
Judah were soon taken into captivity because of their wickedness; Josiah gave them
sacrifices to offer, whereas ideally they should’ve brought their own. We simply can’t
give spirituality to others.

35:21 This spirit of seeking a fight was his destruction; he should’ve learnt the lessons
from Abijah in 13:3 who made the same mistake. God’s history is written so that we
might learn from it; but whilst it remains in our minds as mere history for the sake of
it and doesn’t become a living word speaking to us personally, it won’t fulfil its inten-
tion. Perhaps Josiah’s zeal for God had lifted him up in pride, and he thought that he
could show his zeal for God by aggression towards ‘the world’, represented as always
by Egypt. But aggression for the sake of it is so displeasing to God; God gave His Son
to die for this world, this Egypt, rather than to try to destroy it for the sake of it. And
it cost Josiah his life. Spiritual superiority, arrogance and aggression are simply so
abhorrent to God.

35:22 The words of Neco from the mouth of God — The words of pagan Neco weren’t
inspired by God but were indirectly from Him, just as the words of Caiaphas were in
Jn. 12:49-51. We mustn’t think that unbelievers have nothing to teach us; God may be
trying to communicate with us through them, although this doesn’t make the channel
of His communication righteous.
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CHAPTER 36 Nov.7
The Final Kings of Judah

hen the people of the land took

Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and
made him king in his father’s place in
Jerusalem. 2 Joahaz was twenty-three
years old when he began to reign; and
he reigned three months in Jerusalem.
3 The king of Egypt deposed him at
Jerusalem, and fined the land one
hundred talents of silver and a talent
of gold. 4 The king of Egypt made
Eliakim his brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem, and changed his name
to Jehoiakim. Neco took Joahaz his
brother, and carried him to Egypt.
5 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years
old when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He
did that which was evil in the eyes of
Yahweh his God. ¢ Against him came
up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
and bound him in fetters, to carry him
to Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnezzar also
carried of the vessels of the house
of Yahweh to Babylon, and put them
in his temple at Babylon. 8 Now the
rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his
abominations which he did, and that
which was found in him, behold, they
are written in the book of the kings
of Israel and Judah. Jehoiachin his
son reigned in his place. 9 Jehoiachin
was eight years old when he began to
reign; and he reigned three months
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and ten days in Jerusalem. He did that
which was evil in the sight of Yah-
weh. 10 At the return of the year king
Nebuchadnezzar sent, and brought
him to Babylon, with the beautiful
vessels of the house of Yahweh, and
made Zedekiah his brother king over
Judah and Jerusalem. 11 Zedekiah was
twenty-one years old when he began
to reign, and he reigned eleven years
in Jerusalem. 12 He did that which
was evil in the sight of Yahweh his
God; he didn’t humble himself before
Jeremiah the prophet speaking the
words of Yahweh. 13 He also rebelled
against king Nebuchadnezzar, who
had made him swear by God; but he
stiffened his neck, and hardened his
heart against turning to Yahweh, the
God of Israel. 14 Moreover all the
chiefs of the priests, and the people,
trespassed very greatly after all the
abominations of the nations; and they
polluted the house of Yahweh which
He had made holy in Jerusalem.
15 Yahweh, the God of their fathers,
sent to them by His messengers, ris-
ing up early and sending, because He
had compassion on His people and
on His dwelling place. 16 But they
mocked the messengers of God, and
despised His words and scoffed at
His prophets, until the wrath of Yah-
weh arose against His people, until
there was no remedy.

36:9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign — 2 Kings 24:8 says he
was 18, and Ez. 19:5-9 speaks of him as a young lion who killed people — relevant to
an 18 year old but not an 8 year old. The Septuagint — the Greek version of the Old
Testament which the New Testament writers tend to quote rather than the Hebrew
text — gives “eighteen” here. This is an example of where although the Bible text itself
is inspired, there may be slight errors of copying in a few places as the manuscripts

were transmitted over the centuries.
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Judah Taken Into Captivity

17 Therefore He brought on them the
king of the Chaldeans, who killed
their young men with the sword in
the house of their sanctuary, and had
no compassion on young man or
virgin, old man or gray-headed. He
gave them all into his hand. 18 All
the vessels of God’s house, great
and small, and the treasures of the
house of Yahweh, and the treasures
of the king, and of his princes, all
these he brought to Babylon. 19 They
burnt God’s house and broke down
the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all
its palaces with fire, and destroyed
all the beautiful vessels of it. 20 He
carried those who had escaped from
the sword away to Babylon; and they
were servants to him and his sons
until the reign of the kingdom of Per-
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sia: 21 to fulfil the word of Yahweh
by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. As
long as it lay desolate it kept Sab-
bath, to fulfil seventy years. 22 Now
in the first year of Cyrus king of Per-
sia, that the word of Yahweh by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be accom-
plished, Yahweh stirred up the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he
made a proclamation throughout all
his kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing saying, 23 Thus says Cyrus king
of Persia, Yahweh, the God of heav-
en has given all the kingdoms of the
earth to me; and He has commanded
me to build Him a house in Jerusa-
lem which is in Judah. Whoever
there is among you of all his people,
Yahweh his God be with him, and let
him go up.

36:17 King of the Chaldeans — Assyria is here called ‘Chaldea’ perhaps to bring out
the fact the people of Abraham, who had been called out of Ur in Chaldea, were now
returning there. The call of the Gospel is a call to separation; if we don’t want to be
separate from this world, we shall be returned there. When Christ returns, those re-
sponsible to Him will come before His judgment, and the rejected will be sent back
into the world to share the judgments coming upon it (1 Cor. 11:32). But that will be
the last thing they want — seeing the eternity of God’s new world stretching before
them, to be sent back into this world which they so preferred in this their day of op-
portunity.

36:22 Yahweh stirred up the spirit of Cyrus — Although God can work directly on the
mind / spirit of people, Dan. 10:13 says that the Angel who brought this about was ini-
tially resisted by the king of Persia for 21 days. This amazing proclamation by Cyrus,
to allow the Jews to return to their land with his blessing and rebuild their temple, was
genuinely from him; and yet the Angel had worked through various ways to stir him
up to it. The amount of Angelic activity going on behind the scenes in our lives and in
the geopolitics of the world is amazing; God isn’t indifferent nor inactive, but is cease-
lessly at work to bring about His Kingdom plans for us His people.
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CHAPTER 1 Nov.8
The Temple to Be Rebuilt

ow in the first year of Cyrus

king of Persia, that the word of
Yahweh by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be accomplished, Yahweh
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, so that he made a proclama-
tion throughout all his kingdom, and
put it also in writing, saying, 2 Thus
says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘Yahweh,
the God of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; and He
has commanded me to build Him a
house in Jerusalem, which is in Ju-
dah. 3 Whoever there is among you
of all His people, may his God be
with him, and let him go up to Jeru-
salem, which is in Judah, and build
the house of Yahweh, the God of Is-
rael (He is God), which is in Jerusa-
lem. 4 Whoever is left, in any place
where he lives, let the men of his
place help him with silver, with gold,
with goods, and with animals, be-

sides the freewill offering for God’s
house which is in Jerusalem’.

Offerings for the Temple

5 Then the heads of fathers’ house-
holds of Judah and Benjamin, and
the priests, and the Levites, even all
whose spirit God had stirred to go up,
rose up to build the house of Yahweh
which is in Jerusalem. 6 All those
who were around them strengthened
their hands with vessels of silver,
with gold, with goods, and with ani-
mals, and with precious things, be-
sides all that was willingly offered.
7 Also Cyrus the king brought forth
the vessels of the house of Yahweh,
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought
out of Jerusalem, and had put in
the house of his gods; 8 even those,
Cyrus king of Persia brought out by
the hand of Mithredath the treasurer,
and numbered them to Sheshbaz-
zar, the prince of Judah. 9 This is the
number of them: thirty platters of

1:1 God ‘stirred up’ the spirit of Cyrus and also of the Jews who returned (:1,5). Isaiah
uses the same Hebrew term to describe how Israel’s saviour would be “raised up”
[s.w.] —Is. 41:2,25; 45:13. And yet Isaiah pleads with Zion, i.e. the faithful, to indeed
be stirred up — Is. 51:17; 52:1 appeals to Zion to “Awake!” — the same word trans-
lated “stirred up”. But Isaiah tragically concluded that there were so few who would
“stir up themselves’ (Is. 64:7). God had given them the potential to be ‘stirred up’ in
their hearts and minds to leave Babylon and return — but they wouldn’t respond. And
today, the same happens. God is willing to change hearts, to stir up materialistic and
complacent spirits — but because we’re not robots, we have to respond. And yet, God’s
grace still shines through. 1 Kings 8:47-50 had predicted that God would give the ex-
iles compassion before their captors if they repented. They didn’t repent, as passages
like Ez. 18 make clear (they blamed everything on their fathers and protested their
personal innocence) — and yet still God gave them compassion in the eyes of their cap-
tors, through the amazing decrees of Cyrus enabling them to return to their land and
rebuild the temple at his expense.
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gold, one thousand platters of silver,
twenty-nine knives, 10 thirty bowls
of gold, silver bowls of a second
sort four hundred and ten, and other
vessels one thousand. 1 All the ves-
sels of gold and of silver were five
thousand four hundred. Sheshbazzar
brought all these up, when the cap-
tives were brought up from Babylon
to Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2 Nov8
List of Those Who Returned from
Exile
Now these are the children of the
province, who went up out of
the captivity of those who had been
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried
away to Babylon, and who returned
to Jerusalem and Judah, each one to
his city; 2 who came with Zerubbabel,
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelai-
ah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of
the men of the people of Israel: 3 The
children of Parosh, two thousand one
hundred and seventy-two. 4 The chil-
dren of Shephatiah, three hundred
and seventy-two. 5 The children of
Arah, seven hundred and seventy-
five. ¢ The children of Pahathmoab,
of the children of Jeshua and Joab,
two thousand eight hundred and
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twelve. 7 The children of Elam, one
thousand two hundred and fifty-four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hundred
and forty-five. 9 The children of Zac-
cai, seven hundred and sixty. 10 The
children of Bani, six hundred and
forty-two. 11 The children of Bebai,
six hundred and twenty-three. 12 The
children of Azgad, one thousand two
hundred and twenty-two. 13 The chil-
dren of Adonikam, six hundred and
sixty-six. 14 The children of Bigvai,
two thousand and fifty-six. 15 The
children of Adin, four hundred and
fifty-four. 16 The children of Ater,
of Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 17 The
children of Bezai, three hundred and
twenty-three. 18 The children of Jo-
rah, one hundred and twelve. 19 The
children of Hashum, two hundred
and twenty-three. 20 The children
of Gibbar, ninety-five. 21 The chil-
dren of Bethlehem, one hundred
and twenty-three. 22 The men of Ne-
tophah, fifty-six. 23 The men of Ana-
thoth, one hundred and twenty-eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty-
two. 25 The children of Kiriath Arim,
Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty-three. 26 The children
of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and
twenty-one. 27 The men of Michmas,
one hundred and twenty-two. 28 The
men of Bethel and Ai, two hundred

2:1 The majority of Jews preferred to stay in Babylon. “The province” (singular) sug-
gest that only a few Jews who lived in the province of Babylon returned (one out of
127 provinces; see 7:16 too), even though there were significant numbers of Jews in
all the provinces, as the book of Esther makes clear (as also does Neh. 1:8, which says
that the Babylonian captivity fulfilled God’s prophecy to scatter Isracl amongst all
nations). Those who did return were very significant to God, and He has therefore re-
corded their names and numbers to the individual, even how many donkeys went with
them — each one who returned was so special to Him, just as we will be if we respond
to the call of the restored Kingdom and come out from ‘Babylon’.
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and twenty-three. 29 The children of
Nebo, fifty-two. 30 The children of
Magbish, one hundred and fifty-six.
31 The children of the other Elam,
one thousand two hundred and fifty-
four. 32 The children of Harim, three
hundred and twenty. 33 The children
of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hun-
dred and twenty-five. 34 The children
of Jericho, three hundred and forty-
five. 35 The children of Senaah, three
thousand six hundred and thirty.
36 The priests: the children of Jedaiah,
of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred
and seventy-three. 37 The children of
Immer, one thousand and fifty-two.
38 The children of Pashhur, one thou-
sand two hundred and forty-seven.
39 The children of Harim, one thou-
sand and seventeen. 40 The Levites:
the children of Jeshua and Kadmiel,
of the children of Hodaviah, seven-
ty-four. 4! The singers: the children
of Asaph, one hundred and twenty-
eight. 42 The children of the porters:
the children of Shallum, the children
of Ater, the children of Talmon, the
children of Akkub, the children of
Hatita, the children of Shobai, in all
one hundred and thirty-nine. 43 The
Nethinim: the children of Ziha, the
children of Hasupha, the children of
Tabbaoth, 44 the children of Keros,
the children of Siaha, the children of
Padon, 45 the children of Lebanah,

EZRA 2:28-2:59

the children of Hagabah, the children
of Akkub, 46 the children of Hagab,
the children of Shamlai, the children
of Hanan, 47 the children of Giddel,
the children of Gahar, the children
of Reaiah, 43 the children of Rezin,
the children of Nekoda, the children
of Gazzam, 49 the children of Uzza,
the children of Paseah, the children
of Besai, 50 the children of Asnah,
the children of Meunim, the children
of Nephisim, 51 the children of Bak-
buk, the children of Hakupha, the
children of Harhur, 52 the children of
Bazluth, the children of Mehida, the
children of Harsha, 33 the children of
Barkos, the children of Sisera, the
children of Temah, 34 the children
of Neziah, the children of Hatipha.
55 The children of Solomon’s serv-
ants: the children of Sotai, the chil-
dren of Hassophereth, the children of
Peruda, 56 the children of Jaalah, the
children of Darkon, the children of
Giddel, 57 the children of Shephatiah,
the children of Hattil, the children of
Pochereth Hazzebaim, the children
of Ami. 58 All the Nethinim, and
the children of Solomon’s servants,
were three hundred and ninety-two.
59 These were those who went up
from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub,
Addan, and Immer; but they could
not show their fathers’ houses, and
their genealogy, whether they were

2:52 Comparing the list of names in the list of returnees in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 7, we
find that a number of names recur in both lists, e.g. Bazluth (Ezra 2:52; Neh. 7:54). It
could be that some went from Babylon to Judah with Ezra, then returned to Babylon,
and returned with Nehemiah. This hardly sounds like the glorious, positive, confident
return of the captives to Zion prophesied in the restoration prophecies. Many respond
to the call to leave the good life in Babylon but then falter; the vision of the restored
Kingdom on earth and our working with God’s blessing to bring it about just doesn’t

motivate us as it should.
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of Israel: 60 the children of Delaiah,
the children of Tobiah, the children
of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-
two. 61 Of the children of the priests:
the children of Habaiah, the children
of Hakkoz, the children of Barzil-
lai, who took a wife of the daugh-
ters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and
was called after their name. 62 These
sought their place among those who
were registered by genealogy, but
they were not found: therefore were
they deemed polluted and put from
the priesthood. 63 The governor told
them that they should not eat of the
most holy things, until there stood up
a priest with Urim and Thummim.
64 The whole assembly together
was forty-two thousand three hun-
dred and sixty, 65 besides their male
servants and their female servants,
of whom there were seven thousand
three hundred and thirty-seven: and
they had two hundred singing men
and singing women. 66 Their horses
were seven hundred and thirty-six;
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their mules, two hundred and forty-
five; 67 their camels, four hundred
and thirty-five; their donkeys, six
thousand seven hundred and twenty.

More Offerings for the Temple

68 Some of the heads of fathers’
households, when they came to the
house of Yahweh which is in Jeru-
salem, offered willingly for God’s
house to set it up in its place: 69 they
gave after their ability into the treas-
ury of the work sixty-one thousand
darics of gold, five thousand minas
of silver and one hundred priests’
garments. 70 So the priests, and the
Levites, and some of the people, and
the singers, and the porters, and the
Nethinim, lived in their cities, and all
Israel in their cities.

CHAPTER 3 Nov.9
Burnt Offerings Resume
hen the seventh month had
come and the children of Isra-
el were in the cities, the people gath-

2:64 Haggai’s criticism of the returnees is more understandable if we understand that
most of them were the poor, who hadn’t ‘made it” in Babylon and who went to Ju-
dah hoping to get nice houses, great harvests and material blessings — rather than to
rebuild God s house. It would be fair to infer that only the poor Jews returned from
Babylon. The record here in :64-70 speaks of 42,360 people returning, along with
7,337 servants and 200 singers, making a total of 49,837. And yet only 8,100 animals
went with them to transport them. This means that many would have walked. They
carried 5,400 vessels for use in the temple — so the picture could be that their more
wealthy brethren laded them with goods, but only the poor returned. Further, the list
of towns of origin in Ezra 2 suggests it was mainly those who had originally lived in
peripheral villages who returned, rather than the inhabitants of Jerusalem and larger
cities. It’s stressed twice that only “some” of the returned exiles supported the work of
the temple (:68-70) — which was supposed to be the main reason for their return. We
too can leave ‘Babylon’ by responding to the call of the Kingdom when actually our
motivation is simply a disillusion with our present life, with life in ‘Babylon’, rather
than a serious desire to work for the establishment of God s Kingdom.

3:1 As one man — Unity amongst God’s people comes from all being committed to a
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ered themselves together as one man
to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua the son
of Jozadak stood up with his broth-
ers the priests, and Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel and his brothers, and
built the altar of the God of Israel,
to offer burnt offerings thereon as
it is written in the law of Moses the
man of God. 3 In spite of their fear
because of the peoples of the sur-
rounding lands, they set the altar on
its base; and they offered burnt offer-
ings on it to Yahweh, even burnt of-
ferings morning and evening. 4 They
kept the feast of tents, as it is writ-
ten, and offered the daily burnt of-
ferings by number, according to the
ordinance, as the duty of every day
required; 5 and afterwards the con-
tinual burnt offering, the offerings of
the new moons, of all the set feasts
of Yahweh that were consecrated,
and of each one who willingly of-
fered a freewill offering to Yahweh.
6 From the first day of the seventh
month, they began to offer burnt of-
ferings to Yahweh; but the founda-

EZRA 3:1-3:9

tion of Yahweh’s temple was not yet
laid. 7 They also gave money to the
masons, and to the carpenters. They
also gave food, drink and oil to the
people of Sidon and Tyre, to bring
cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea,
to Joppa, according to the grant that
they had from Cyrus King of Persia.

The Rebuilding of the Temple
Begins

8 Now in the second year of their
coming to God’s house at Jerusalem,
in the second month, Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the
son of Jozadak, and the rest of their
brothers the priests and the Levites,
and all those who had come out of
the captivity to Jerusalem, began
the work and appointed the Levites,
from twenty years old and upward,
to have the oversight of the work
of Yahweh’s house. 9 Then Jeshua
stood with his sons and his brothers,
Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of
Judah, together, having the oversight
of the workmen in God’s house: the

sacrificial life before God and a genuine desire to hear God’s word and obey it (:2-4).
3:3 Their fear — The promises of the restoration from Babylon had repeatedly empha-
sized that they were not to fear nor be dismayed because God would be behind their
return — if they were returning to rebuild God’s house and Kingdom rather than seek
their own houses and kingdom (Jer. 30:10; Is. 41:10,13,14; 43:1,5; 44:2,8; 51:7; 54:4).
This is such strong emphasis that we have to conclude that their fear was because they
didn’t allow God’s prophetic word to influence them as they should have done.

3:7 According to the grant that they had from Cyrus King of Persia — Hag. 1:8, a
prophecy given 18 years after the decree of Cyrus, orders the people to go up into the
hills of Judah and get wood with which to build the temple. And yet we read here that
the decree of Cyrus 18 years earlier had resulted in cedar wood being brought from
Tyre and Sidon, enough for the temple to be built. Where did that wood go? Is the
implication that the leadership had used it for their own wood ceilinged houses (Hag.
1:4)? It all seems so petty minded. But this is what we are tempted to do, time and
again — build up our own house and leave God’s house desolate and in a very poor
second place.
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sons of Henadad, with their sons and
their brothers the Levites. 10 When
the builders laid the foundation of
Yahweh'’s temple, they set the priests
in their clothing with trumpets, with
the Levites the sons of Asaph with
cymbals, to praise Yahweh, accord-
ing to the directions of David king
of Israel. ! They sang to one another
in praising and giving thanks to Yah-
weh: For He is good, for His grace
endures forever toward Israel. All
the people shouted with a great shout
when they praised Yahweh, because
the foundation of the house of Yah-
weh had been laid.

Joy and Weeping

12 But many of the priests and Lev-
ites and heads of fathers’ households,
the old men who had seen the first
house, when the foundation of this
house was laid before their eyes,
wept with a loud voice. Many also
shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the
people could not discern the noise of
the shout of joy from the noise of the
weeping of the people; for the people
shouted with a loud shout, and the
noise was heard far away.

CHAPTER 4 Nov.9
Opposition to Rebuilding the
Temple
ow when the adversaries of Ju-
dah and Benjamin heard that
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the children of the captivity were
building a temple to Yahweh, the
God of Israel; 2 then they drew near
to Zerubbabel, and to the heads of
fathers’ households and said to them,
Let us build with you; for we seek
your God, as you do; and we sacrifice
to Him since the days of Esar Had-
don king of Assyria, who brought
us up here. 3 But Zerubbabel, and
Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of
fathers’ households of Israel, said to
them, You have nothing in common
with us in building a house to our
God; but we ourselves together will
build to Yahweh, the God of Israel,
as king Cyrus the king of Persia has
commanded us. 4 Then the people of
the land weakened the hands of the
people of Judah, and troubled them
in building, 5 and hired counsellors
against them to frustrate their pur-
pose, all the days of Cyrus king of
Persia, even until the reign of Darius
king of Persia.

A Letter Sent to the King of Persia

6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the
beginning of his reign, they wrote an
accusation against the inhabitants of
Judah and Jerusalem. 7 In the days
of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mi-
thredath, Tabeel and the rest of his
companions, to Artaxerxes king of
Persia; and the writing of the letter
was written in Syrian, and set forth

3:12 The young and old didn’t rejoice together as required by the restoration proph-
ecy of Jer. 31:12-13. Instead the old men wept, perhaps at how small the temple was
compared even with Solomon’s, at how Ezekiel’s temple wasn’t being rebuilt; whilst

the younger ones rejoiced.

4:2 We seek your God, as you do — They didn’t actually seek the God of Israel. The
fact people have some belief in a ‘god’ and perform religious worship doesn’t mean
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in the Syrian language. 8 Rehum the
chancellor and Shimshai the scribe
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to
Artaxerxes the king in this way:
9 then Rehum the chancellor, and
Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of
their companions, the Dinaites, and
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites,
the Apharsites, the Archevites, the
Babylonians, the Shushanchites, the
Dehaites, the Elamites, 10 and the
rest of the nations whom the great
and noble Osnappar brought over,
and set in the city of Samaria, and
in the rest of the country beyond the
River, and so forth, wrote. 11 This is
the copy of the letter that they sent to
Artaxerxes the king:

Opposition to Rebuilding
Jerusalem

Your servants the men beyond the
River, and so forth. 12 Be it known to
the king, that the Jews who came up
from you have come to us to Jerusa-
lem; they are building the rebellious
and the bad city, and have finished the
walls, and repaired the foundations.
13 Be it known now to the king that
if this city is built, and the walls fin-
ished, they will not pay tribute, cus-
tom, or toll, and in the end it will be
hurtful to the kings. 14 Now because
we eat the salt of the palace, and it is
not right for us to see the king’s dis-
honour, therefore have we sent and
informed the king; 15 that search may

EZRA 4:7-4:22

be made in the book of the records of
your fathers: so you shall find in the
book of the records, and know that
this city is a rebellious city, and hurt-
ful to kings and provinces, and that
they have made rebellion within the
same city from old time; for which
cause this city was laid waste. 16 We
inform the king that if this city be
built and the walls finished, because
of this you shall have no portion be-
yond the River.

The King Orders the Rebuilding to
Stop

17 Then the king sent an answer to
Rehum the chancellor, and to Shim-
shai the scribe, and to the rest of their
companions who dwell in Samaria,
and in the rest of the country beyond
the River: Peace, and so forth. 18 The
letter which you sent to us has been
plainly read before me. 19 I decreed,
and search has been made, and it is
found that this city of old time has
made insurrection against kings, and
that rebellion and sedition have been
made in it. 20 There have been mighty
kings also over Jerusalem, who have
ruled over all the country beyond
the River; and tribute, custom, and
toll, was paid to them. 2! Make a
decree now to cause these men to
cease, and that this city not be built,
until a decree shall be made by me.
22 Take heed that you not be slack
herein: why should damage grow to

that the people of the true God have anything in common with them. The mantra of
‘unity” has often been used in attempts to undermine the work of the true God. We live
in a world of reductionism whereby the lowest common denominator is often used as
a tool for manipulation. Yet the true God stands revealed in His word as He is and the
core of the Gospel is in that sense non-negotiable.
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the hurt of the kings? 23 Then when
the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter
was read before Rehum and Shim-
shai the scribe and their companions,
they went in haste to Jerusalem to
the Jews, and made them to cease by
force and power. 24 Then ceased the
work of God’s house which is at Je-
rusalem; and it ceased until the sec-
ond year of the reign of Darius king
of Persia.

CHAPTER 5 Nov.10

Rebuilding the Temple Starts Again

NOW the prophets, Haggai the
prophet, and Zechariah the son

of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who
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were in Judah and Jerusalem; in
the name of the God of Israel they
prophesied to them. 2 Then rose up
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and be-
gan to build God’s house which is
at Jerusalem; and with them were
the prophets of God, helping them.
3 At the same time came to them
Tattenai, the governor beyond the
River, and Shetharbozenai, and their
companions, and said thus to them,
Who gave you a decree to build this
house, and to finish this wall? 4 Then
we told them in this way, what the
names of the men were who were
making this building. 5 But the eye

4:24 This means that the work of rebuilding the temple was suspended for 21 years.
This corresponds to the 21 days (a day representing a year) during which the An-
gel Gabriel worked on the prince of Persia to make him genuinely support the work
of rebuilding, even though during that period the prince of Persia resisted him (Dan.
10:13). This was in response to Daniel’s 21 days of prayer (Dan. 10:1,12). So although
it may seem that God is distant and everything is in the hands of human rulers, in fact
the Angels are actively at work, not forcing people to do what they don’t want, but
seeking to arrange circumstances so that they make the choices which favour God’s
work going forward. But because of this desire not to ‘force’ men, there are such de-
lays. This is one way to explain the apparent silence of God at times in our lives, and
the way that humanly, things can appear to ‘go wrong’.

5:1 Ezra 4 says that the reason the temple was not further rebuilt was because of the
decree of Artaxerxes suspending the building programme; then Haggai came and told
Israel that the temple wasn’t built because they had preferred to build their own ceiled
houses (Hag. 1:4). So God had confirmed the people in the way they chose. They
preferred to build their houses rather than His, so He stopped them from building
His house altogether until they wholeheartedly recommitted themselves to Him. God
arranges circumstances in our lives to try to bring us toward total commitment rather
than a surface level devotion which is made out of social necessity.

5:2 With them were the prophets of God, helping them — The prophets didn’t merely
speak God’s word and think they had done their job by relaying it; they proactively
worked to as it were bring about the fulfilment of the things they predicted. We should
have the same spirit, living according to the good news of the Kingdom which we
preach.

5:3, 4 This is a situation very similar to that in Acts 4:18-21, where the early Chris-
tians were ordered not to preach about Christ and likewise threatened, but they felt
they must do God’s will above the will of man. And true believers often have this
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of their God was on the elders of the
Jews, and they did not make them
cease, until the matter should come
to Darius, and then answer should
be returned by letter concerning it.
6 This is the copy of the letter that
Tattenai, the governor beyond the
River, and Shetharbozenai, and his
companions the Apharsachites, who
were beyond the River, sent to Dar-
ius the king.

A Letter Sent to Darius

7 They sent a letter to him, in which
was written thus: To Darius the king,
all peace. 8 Be it known to the king,
that we went into the province of Ju-
dah, to the house of the great God,
which is built with great stones, and
timber is laid in the walls; and this
work goes on with diligence and
prospers in their hands. 9 Then we
asked those elders, and said to them
thus, Who gave you a decree to build
this house, and to finish this wall?
10 We asked them their names also,
to inform you that we might write
the names of the men who were at
their head. !! Thus they returned
us answer saying, We are the serv-
ants of the God of heaven and earth,
and are building the house that was
built these many years ago, which
a great king of Israel built and fin-
ished. 12 But after that our fathers
had provoked the God of heaven to
wrath, He gave them into the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
the Chaldean, who destroyed this

EZRA 5:5-6:2

house, and carried the people away
into Babylon. 13 But in the first year
of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus
the king made a decree to build this
house of God. 14 The gold and silver
vessels also of God’s house, which
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the
temple that was in Jerusalem, and
brought into the temple of Babylon,
those Cyrus the king took out of the
temple of Babylon, and they were
delivered to one whose name was
Sheshbazzar, whom he had made
governor; 15 and he said to him,
‘Take these vessels, go, put them in
the temple that is in Jerusalem, and
let God’s house be built in its place’.
16 Then the same Sheshbazzar came,
and laid the foundations of God’s
house which is in Jerusalem: and
since that time even until now has
it been in building, and yet it is not
completed. 17 Now therefore, if it
seem good to the king, let a search
be made in the king’s treasure house,
which is there at Babylon, whether
it be so, that a decree was made of
Cyrus the king to build this house of
God at Jerusalem; and let the king
send his pleasure to us concerning
this matter.

CHAPTER 6 Nov.10
The Search for Cyrus’ Decree
hen Darius the king made a de-
cree, and search was made in
the house of the archives, where the
treasures were laid up in Babylon.
2 There was found at Achmetha, in

choice; we are to seek to live obediently in the societies within which we live, but we
cannot obey any command (especially relating to military service) which causes us to
disobey God’s principles. God’s word must come before the word of men.
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the palace that is in the province of
Media, a scroll, and therein was thus
written for a record: 3 In the first year
of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king
made a decree: Concerning God’s
house at Jerusalem, let the house
be built, the place where they offer
sacrifices, and let its foundations be
strongly laid; its height sixty cubits,
and its breadth sixty cubits; 4 with
three courses of great stones, and
a course of new timber: and let the
expenses be given out of the king’s
house. 5 Also let the gold and silver
vessels of God’s house, which Neb-
uchadnezzar took forth out of the
temple which is at Jerusalem and
brought to Babylon, be restored, and
brought again to the temple which is
at Jerusalem, each one to its place;
and you shall put them in God’s
house.

A New Decree for the Work to
Continue

6 Now therefore, Tattenai, governor
beyond the River, Shetharbozenai,
and your companions the Apharsa-
chites, who are beyond the River, you
must not hinder this matter. 7 Leave
the work of this house of God alone;
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let the governor of the Jews and the
elders of the Jews build this house of
God in its place. 8 Moreover I make
a decree what you shall do to these
elders of the Jews for the building of
this house of God: that of the king’s
goods, even of the tribute beyond
the River, expenses be given with all
diligence to these men, that they be
not hindered. 9 That which they have
need of, both young bulls, and rams,
and lambs, for burnt offerings to
the God of heaven; also wheat, salt,
wine, and oil, according to the word
of the priests who are at Jerusalem,
let it be given them day by day with-
out fail; 10 that they may offer sacri-
fices of pleasant aroma to the God of
heaven, and pray for the life of the
king and of his sons. 1 Also I have
made a decree, that whoever shall
alter this word, let a beam be pulled
out from his house, and let him be
lifted up and fastened thereon; and
let his house be made a dunghill for
this: 12 and the God who has caused
His name to dwell there overthrow
all kings and peoples who shall put
forth their hand to alter the same, to
destroy this house of God which is at
Jerusalem. I Darius have made a de-

6:3 Sixty cubits — The temple which Cyrus commanded the Jews to build in Jerusalem
was of different (smaller) dimensions to that of Ezekiel. Two possibilities arise here.
Either Israel chose to listen to the words of man rather than those of God through
Ezekiel; or perhaps God reduced the dimensions, knowing that this was within the ca-
pability of Israel to achieve. In any case, Israel were encouraged by Divine prophesy
in the work of building according to the pattern which Cyrus had given (:14). God is
so eager to work with men that He will work with us on our lower level, even if it is a
level lower than what we are capable of. And so we should treat our weaker brethren.
6:10 Paul exhorts us to pray for kings and governors, in the very language of the LXX
here about the returnees praying in the new temple for the kings of Babylon (1 Tim.
2:1,2).
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cree; let it be done with all diligence.
13 Then Tattenai, the governor be-
yond the River, Shetharbozenai, and
their companions, because Darius the
king had sent a decree, did accord-
ingly with all diligence. 14 The elders
of the Jews built and prospered,
through the prophesying of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah the son of
Iddo. They built and finished it, ac-
cording to the commandment of the
God of Israel, and according to the
decree of Cyrus, and Darius, and Ar-
taxerxes king of Persia. 15 This house
was finished on the third day of the
month Adar, which was in the sixth
year of the reign of Darius the king.

Joyous Dedication of the Temple

16 The children of Israel, the priests,
and the Levites, and the rest of the
children of the captivity, kept the
dedication of this house of God with
joy. 17 They offered at the dedica-
tion of this house of God one hun-
dred bulls, two hundred rams, four
hundred lambs; and for a sin offer-
ing for all Israel, twelve male goats,
according to the number of the tribes
of Israel. 18 They set the priests in

EZRA 6:12-7:1

their divisions, and the Levites in
their courses, for the service of God,
which is at Jerusalem; as it is written
in the book of Moses. 19 The children
of the captivity kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the first month.
20 For the priests and the Levites had
purified themselves together; all of
them were pure: and they killed the
Passover for all the children of the
captivity, and for their brothers the
priests, and for themselves. 21 The
children of Israel who had come
again out of the captivity, and all
such as had separated themselves to
them from the filthiness of the na-
tions of the land, to seek Yahweh,
the God of Israel, ate, 22 and kept
the feast of unleavened bread seven
days with joy: for Yahweh had made
them joyful, and had turned the heart
of the king of Assyria to them, to
strengthen their hands in the work of
God’s house, the God of Israel.

CHAPTER 7 Nov.11

Ezra Comes to Jerusalem

Now after these things, in the
reign of Artaxerxes king of Per-

sia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son

6:21 The account of Judah’s separation from the surrounding peoples reads similarly
to that of the purges from idolatory during the reign of the kings. They separated /
purged, and then, within a few years, we read of them doing so again. Initially, the ex-
iles separated from the peoples of the land; by 9:1 they are in need of separating again;
and by 10:11 likewise; then they separate (10:16), only to need another call to separa-
tion by the time of Neh. 9:2; 13:3. Our natures gravitate downwards, and any personal
spiritual reformation we achieve has to be consciously maintained.

6:22 Yahweh had made them joyful, and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria —
Constantly we see evidence of God’s ability to give people attitudes of mind, e.g.
joy, and to affect how even unbelieving kings think about His people (Prov. 21:1). As
believers in Christ, our greatest need is for spiritual mindedness, to think spiritually
rather about worldly and fleshly things; and we can ask God to help us in this. For He
surely has the power to change our hearts.
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of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 2 the
son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the
son of Ahitub, 3 the son of Amariah,
the son of Azariah, the son of Mer-
aioth, 4 the son of Zerahiah, the son
of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 5 the son
of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
chief priest; ¢ this Ezra went up from
Babylon: and he was a willing scribe
in the law of Moses, which Yahweh,
the God of Israel, had given; and the
king granted him all his request, ac-
cording to the hand of Yahweh his
God on him. 7 There went up some
of the children of Israel, and of the
priests, the Levites, the singers, the
porters and the Nethinim, to Jerusa-
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lem, in the seventh year of Artaxerx-
es the king. 8 He came to Jerusalem
in the fifth month, which was in the
seventh year of the king. 9 For on the
first day of the first month began he
to go up from Babylon; and on the
first day of the fifth month came he
to Jerusalem, according to the good
hand of his God on him. 10 For Ezra
had set his heart to seek the law of
Yahweh, and to do it, and to teach in
Israel statutes and ordinances.

The Letter of Artaxerxes

1T Now this is the copy of the letter
that the king Artaxerxes gave to Ezra
the priest, the scribe, even the scribe
of the words of the commandments

7:2 Son of Zadok — 1t could have been possible for the Messianic Kingdom to have
been established at the time of the restoration, and Ezekiel’s temple prophecies would
then have been fulfilled. Ezekiel emphasised that the sons of Zadok were to organize
priestly work in the temple (Ez. 40:46; 43:19; 44:15; 48:11); Ezra, the leader of the
initial restoration, was one of the sons of Zadok. He was in a position to fulfil those
prophecies, although the bulk of his brethren seem to have precluded this. Ezra was
enabled to ‘beautify’ the temple (:27), the very same word used in Is. 60:7,9,13 about
how God would “glorify” [s.w.] His temple with merchandise from throughout the Ba-
bylonian empire — all of which was willingly offered by Cyrus and Darius. Ez. 40-48
stress the “gates” dozens of times; and Nehemiah’s account likewise stresses many
times the attention he paid to setting up the “gates” [s.w.], as if he saw his work as
fulfilling Ezekiel’s words. Ez. 40:42 speaks of the vessels to be used in the temple [AV
“instruments”’] with the same word used for the temple vessels which were brought
up out of Babylon back to Judah, in fulfilment of several of Isaiah’s ‘Kingdom’ pas-
sages (Ezra 1:6-11; 8:25-33 cp. Is. 52:11; 66:20). God’s relationship with Israel has
in a sense been one long story of Him working out amazingly detailed and extensive
potentials, which human inattention and lack of faith and vision meant didn’t come
true. But still He endures, trying to work with us, and is so thrilled at our attempts to
respond. What relief and rejoicing and fulfilment God will have when His Son finally
fulfils all these potential scenarios in their essence at His return.

7:10 For Ezra had set his heart — Ezra went up to Jerusalem with his heart set on
fulfilling God’s word there; and this was exactly the attitude of Jesus. It was evident
from His body language that His heart was set upon going to Jerusalem to die there
(Lk. 9:51,53). Ezra’s single-minded focus upon his objective should be our pattern
too; not gaining worldly wealth or honour, but rather the building up of God’s house
and people, and the things of His Kingdom.
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of Yahweh, and of His statutes to Is-
rael: 12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, to
Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law
of the God of heaven, perfect peace
and so forth. 13 I make a decree, that
all those of the people of Israel, and
their priests and the Levites, in my
realm, who are minded of their own
free will to go to Jerusalem, go with
you. 14 Because you are sent of the
king and his seven counsellors, to
inquire concerning Judah and Jeru-
salem, according to the law of your
God which is in your hand, 15 and to
carry the silver and gold, which the
king and his counsellors have freely
offered to the God of Israel whose
habitation is in Jerusalem, 16 and all
the silver and gold that you shall find
in all the province of Babylon, with
the freewill offering of the people,
and of the priests, offering willingly
for the house of their God which is
in Jerusalem; 17 therefore you shall
with all diligence buy with this
money bulls, rams, lambs, with their
meal offerings and their drink offer-
ings, and shall offer them on the al-
tar of the house of your God which
is in Jerusalem. 18 Whatever shall
seem good to you and to your broth-
ers to do with the rest of the silver
and the gold, do that after the will
of your God. 19 The vessels that are
given to you for the service of the
house of your God, deliver before
the God of Jerusalem. 20 Whatever
more shall be needful for the house
of your God, which you shall have
occasion to grant, grant it out of the
king’s treasure house. 2! I, even I
Artaxerxes the king, do make a de-
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cree to all the treasurers who are be-
yond the River, that whatever Ezra
the priest, the scribe of the law of
the God of heaven, shall require of
you, it be done with all diligence,
22 to one hundred talents of silver,
one hundred measures of wheat, one
hundred baths of wine, one hundred
baths of oil, and salt without pre-
scribing how much. 23 Whatever is
commanded by the God of heaven,
let it be done exactly for the house of
the God of heaven; for why should
there be wrath against the realm of
the king and his sons? 24 Also we
inform you, that concerning any of
the priests and Levites, the singers,
porters, Nethinim, or servants of this
house of God, it shall not be lawful
to impose tribute, custom, or toll on
them.25 You, Ezra, after the wisdom
of your God which is in your hand,
appoint magistrates and judges who
may judge all the people who are
beyond the River, all such as know
the laws of your God; and teach him
who doesn’t know them. 26 Whoever
will not do the law of your God, and
the law of the king, let judgement be
executed on him with all diligence,
whether it be to death, or to banish-
ment, or to confiscation of goods, or
to imprisonment.

Ezra’s Response

27 Blessed be Yahweh, the God of
our fathers, who has put such a thing
as this in the king’s heart, to beautify
the house of Yahweh which is in Je-
rusalem; 28 and has extended grace
to me before the king, his counsel-
lors and before all the king’s mighty
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princes. I was strengthened accord-
ing to the hand of Yahweh my God
upon me, and I gathered together out
of Israel chief men to go up with me.

CHAPTER 8 Nov.12
The People Who Returned with
Ezra

ow these are the heads of their

fathers’ households, and this
is the genealogy of those who went
up with me from Babylon, in the
reign of Artaxerxes the king: 2 Of
the sons of Phinehas, Gershom. Of
the sons of Ithamar, Daniel. Of the
sons of David, Hattush. 3 Of the sons
of Shecaniah, of the sons of Parosh,
Zechariah; and with him were reck-
oned by genealogy of the males one
hundred and fifty. 4 Of the sons of
Pahathmoab, Eliehoenai the son of
Zerahiah; and with him two hundred
males. 5 Of the sons of Shecaniah,
the son of Jahaziel; and with him
three hundred males. 6 Of the sons of
Adin, Ebed the son of Jonathan; and
with him fifty males. 7 Of the sons of
Elam, Jeshaiah the son of Athaliah;
and with him seventy males. 8 Of
the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah the
son of Michael; and with him eighty
males. 9 Of the sons of Joab, Obadiah
the son of Jehiel; and with him two
hundred and eighteen males. 10 Of
the sons of Shelomith, the son of
Josiphiah; and with him one hundred
and sixty males. 1! Of the sons of Be-
bai, Zechariah the son of Bebai; and
with him twenty-eight males. 12 Of
the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son
of Hakkatan; and with him one hun-
dred and ten males. 13 Of the sons
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of Adonikam, who were the last;
and these are their names: Eliphelet,
Jeuel, and Shemaiah; and with them
sixty males. 14 Of the sons of Bigvai,
Uthai and Zabbud; and with them
seventy males.

Ezra Finds Levites for the Temple
15T gathered them together to the riv-
er that runs to Ahava; and there we
encamped three days: and I viewed
the people and the priests, and found
there none of the sons of Levi.
16 Then sent I for Eliezer, for Ariel,
for Shemaiah, and for Elnathan,
and for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and
for Nathan, and for Zechariah, and
for Meshullam, chief men; also for
Joiarib, and for Elnathan, who were
teachers. 17T sent them forth to Iddo
the chief at the place Casiphia; and I
told them what they should tell Iddo,
and his brothers the Nethinim, at
the place Casiphia, that they should
bring to us ministers for the house of
our God. 18 According to the good
hand of our God on us they brought
us a man of discretion, of the sons
of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of
Israel; and Sherebiah, with his sons
and his brothers, eighteen; !9 and
Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah
of the sons of Merari, his broth-
ers and their sons, twenty; 20 and of
the Nethinim, whom David and the
princes had given for the service of
the Levites, two hundred and twenty
Nethinim: all of them were men-
tioned by name.

Fasting and Prayer
21 Then 1 proclaimed a fast there,
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at the river Ahava, that we might
humble ourselves before our God,
to seek of Him a straight way for
us, and for our little ones, and for all
our substance. 22 For I was ashamed
to ask of the king a band of soldiers
and horsemen to help us against the
enemy in the way, because we had
spoken to the king saying, The hand
of our God is on all those who seek
Him for good; but His power and His
wrath is against all those who forsake
Him. 23 So we fasted and begged our
God for this: and He was entreated
of us.

Offerings for the Temple

24 Then 1 set apart twelve of the
chiefs of the priests, even Sherebiah,
Hashabiah, and ten of their brothers
with them, 25 and weighed to them
the silver, and the gold, and the ves-
sels, even the offering for the house
of our God, which the king, and his
counsellors, and his princes, and all
Israel there present, had offered: 26 I

EZRA 8:21-8:31

weighed into their hand six hundred
fifty talents of silver, and silver ves-
sels one hundred talents; of gold one
hundred talents; 27 and twenty bowls
of gold, of one thousand darics; and
two vessels of fine bright brass, pre-
cious as gold. 281 said to them, You
are holy to Yahweh, and the vessels
are holy; and the silver and the gold
are a freewill offering to Yahweh, the
God of your fathers. 29 Guard and
keep them, until you weigh them
before the chiefs of the priests and
the Levites, and the princes of the
fathers’ households of Israel, at Je-
rusalem, in the rooms of the house
of Yahweh. 30 So the priests and the
Levites received the weight of the
silver and the gold, and the vessels,
to bring them to Jerusalem to the
house of our God.

Return to Jerusalem

31 Then we departed from the river
Ahava on the twelfth day of the first
month, to go to Jerusalem: and the

8:21 A straight way for us — God’s people had been prophesied as returning, walking
“by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble” (Jer. 31:9).
Ezra fasted for them to be given a “straight way”, as Jeremiah had foretold they could
have. He saw the need for them to make the effort to fulfil the prophecy of Ezekiel’s
vision in which the cherubim made “straight” progress (Ez. 1:12); the wheels on earth
surely connect with how Israel should have been, moving in a straight way back to the
land, in harmony with the Angel-cherubim above them likewise moving in a straight
way. But they failed to “keep in step with the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25). They were to walk
“each one straight before him” (Is. 57:2 Heb.), as each of the cherubim went straight
ahead (Ez. 1:12). We too are not alone in this world, we are being guided by the An-
gels above, and are to walk in step with them.

8:22 The returning exiles had been comforted by the prophetic word: “Fear not... I
will elp you” (Is. 41:10). Ezra was ashamed to ask for selp against Judah’s enemies,
the implication being that he wanted that human help but was ashamed to ask for it
from the King. He had initially believed those words of Isaiah, but found it hard to
maintain that level of faith. We find ourselves so often in this situation as we struggle
to believe God’s promises in the midst of our secular lives.
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hand of our God was on us, and He
delivered us from the hand of the en-
emy and the bandit by the way. 32 We
came to Jerusalem, and stayed there
three days. 33 On the fourth day the
silver and the gold and the vessels
were weighed in the house of our
God into the hand of Meremoth the
son of Uriah the priest; and with him
was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; and
with them was Jozabad the son of Je-
shua, and Noadiah the son of Binnui,
the Levite. 34 Everything was count-
ed and weighed: and all the weight
was written at that time. 35 The chil-
dren of the captivity, who had come
out of exile, offered burnt offerings
to the God of Israel, twelve bulls for
all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-
seven lambs and twelve male goats
for a sin offering: all this was a burnt
offering to Yahweh. 36 They deliv-
ered the king’s commissions to the
king’s satraps, and to the governors
beyond the River: and they furthered
the people and God’s house.
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CHAPTER 9 Nov.13
Ezra Learns of Mixed Marriages
ow when these things were
done, the princes drew near to
me saying, The people of Israel, and
the priests and the Levites, have not
separated themselves from the peo-
ples of the lands and are following
their abominations, even those of
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per-
izzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites,
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the
Amorites. 2 For they have taken of
their daughters for themselves and
for their sons, so that the holy seed
have mixed themselves with the peo-
ples of the lands. Yes, the hand of the
princes and rulers has been chief in
this trespass.

Ezra Is Distressed and Prays

3 When I heard this thing, I tore my
garment and my robe, and plucked
off the hair of my head and of my
beard, and sat down confounded.
4 Then were assembled to me all who

9:1 The Levites in the restored Kingdom were not to marry divorcees or Gentiles (Ez.
44:22); but they did just this (see too Mal. 2:11-16). Time and again, they didn’t have
the Kingdom experience because they didn’t want it. All who truly love the Kingdom
and want it to ultimately be real for them will have it (2 Tim. 4:8).

9:2 For they have taken of their daughters — This was why they were following the
idols of the Gentiles (:1). Marriage out of the faith is strongly associated with adopting
the religion of the unbelieving partner. Whatever exceptions there are to this rule, that
is the general pattern — be it the worship of Baal in those times, or agnosticism today.
This is the spiritual danger of marriage to unbelievers.

9:3 Plucked off the hair of my head — The very punishment for marriage out of the
faith at this time (Neh. 13:25). Ezra so identified with his weak brethren that he felt
as if he himself had committed the sin; he even blushed before God because of the
failure of His people with whom He was so closely identified (:6). This should be our
response when we encounter weakness in our brethren, rather than self-righteousness
and mental or physical separation from them as persons. The Lord Jesus supremely
identified with us as sinners in His time of dying; our similar identity with our sinful
brethren is therefore one way of living out the spirit of the cross.
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trembled at the words of the God
of Israel, because of the transgres-
sion of those that had been carried
away; and I sat confounded until the
evening offering. 5 At the evening
offering I arose up from my humili-
ation, even with my garment and my
robe torn; and I fell on my knees,
and spread out my hands to Yahweh
my God; ¢ and I said, My God, I am
ashamed and blush to lift up my face
to You, my God; for our iniquities
have increased over our head, and
our guiltiness has grown up to the
heavens. 7 Since the days of our fa-
thers we have been exceeding guilty
to this day; and for our iniquities we,
our kings and our priests, have been
delivered into the hand of the kings
of the lands, to the sword, to captiv-
ity, to plunder and to confusion of
face, as it is this day. 8 Now for a
little moment grace has been shown
from Yahweh our God, to leave us a
remnant to escape, and to give us a
nail in His holy place, that our God
may lighten our eyes, and give us a

EZRA 9:4-9:13

little reviving in our bondage. © For
we are bondservants; yet our God
has not forsaken us in our bondage,
but has extended loving kindness to
us in the sight of the kings of Per-
sia, to give us a reviving, to set up
the house of our God, to repair its
ruins, and to give us a wall in Judah
and in Jerusalem. 10 Now, our God,
what shall we say after this? For we
have forsaken Your commandments
11 which You have commanded by
Your servants the prophets saying,
‘The land, to which you go to pos-
sess it, is an unclean land through
the uncleanness of the peoples of the
lands, through their abominations,
which have filled it from one end to
another with their filthiness. 12 Now
therefore don’t give your daugh-
ters to their sons, neither take their
daughters to your sons, nor seek their
peace or their prosperity forever; that
you may be strong, and eat the good
of the land, and leave it for an in-
heritance to your children forever’.
13 After all that has come upon us for

9:4 The sins of those who returned are called “the transgression of those that had been
carried away”. Yet those who returned to the land weren’t mainly the generation who
had been carried away. The intended confusion is surely to suggest that those who
returned committed the same sins as had led Judah into captivity a generation earlier.
Ezra comments on this fact in his subsequent prayer (:7). One sad thing about spiritual
history is that so few learn the lessons from others’ failures; the entire Bible is in one
sense a history of spiritual failure, written for our learning (Rom. 15:4).

9:9 Ezra referred to the Jews in Babylon as those “bondservants... in bondage” —
when historical records, as well as the book of Esther and the fact Nehemiah the Jew
was the king’s cupbearer, show that the Jews were very far from being servants in
Babylonian society. Yet Ezra perceived the spiritual poverty and servanthood of re-
maining in that affluent society, compared to the freedom of giving it all up and going
to rebuild the ruins of Zion.

9:13 Ezra said that God had punished them less than their iniquities deserved; yet he
appears to have in mind Is. 40:2, where God said that at the time of Zion’s restoration,
He would admit to having punished her “double for all her sins”. Yahweh in His love
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our evil deeds and for our great guilt,
since You, our God, has punished us
less than our iniquities deserve, and
has given us such a remnant, 14 shall
we again break Your command-
ments, and join in affinity with the
peoples that do these abominations?
Wouldn’t You be angry with us until
You had consumed us, so that there
should be no remnant, nor any to es-
cape? 15 Yahweh, the God of Israel,
You are righteous; for we are left a
remnant that has escaped, as it is this
day. Behold, we are before You in
our guiltiness; for we cannot remain
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CHAPTER 10 Nov.14
A Plan to End Mixed Marriages
Now while Ezra prayed and made
confession, weeping and casting
himself down before God’s house,
there was gathered together to him
out of Israel a very great assembly
of men and women and children; for
the people wept very bitterly. 2 She-
caniah the son of Jehiel, one of the
sons of Elam, answered Ezra, We
have trespassed against our God, and
have married foreign women of the
peoples of the land. Yet now there
is hope for Israel concerning this

before You because of this.

thing. 3 Now therefore let us make a

and pity felt that He had punished them twice as much as they deserved; but Ezra real-
ized that it was less than what they deserved. His love is so abounding that He almost
rushes to take guilt for having justly punished sin. Another example is 9:8: “And now
for a little moment grace has been shown from Yahweh”. This uses the same relatively
rare Hebrew construction as in Is. 54:6-8, which likens Judah to a young wife who
had been “refused” during the 70 years captivity: “For a little moment have 1 for-
saken you... in a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment”. Here is Yahweh,
likening Himself to a faithful husband feeling more guilty than He was, taking upon
Himself the fault for it all, saying that for the “small moment” of the captivity, He had
forsaken His people. But Ezra saw that “little moment™ as a time when they received
grace; what may appear to some as forsaking is in fact God’s grace to us, when spir-
itually discerned — whether it be deep within our own lives, or in the state of affairs
upon this planet.

9:14 The covenant was not to be broken in the restored Kingdom; the temple had been
destroyed before because of breaking covenant with Yahweh (Ez. 44:7). But now, Ju-
dah broke covenant [s.w.] with Yahweh at the time of the restoration by marrying
Gentiles and worshipping their gods.

9:15 We cannot remain before You — Ezra is recognizing that the prophecies of the
restored Kingdom which speak of God’s returned people standing or remaining [same
Hebrew words] before Him for ever were not going to come true (Is. 66:20-22; Ez.
44:15).

10:3 The suggestion to divorce their Gentile wives and send them away to their Gen-
tile families, even with the children they had had by them (:44), was on their initiative.
When there was a similar repentance about marriage out of the faith in Nehemiah’s
time, this wasn’t done. There are degrees to which we can repent; the word ‘repent’
literally means a change of mind. Repentance is a matter of the heart, hence we can’t
judge others’ repentance. But it will be articulated to different levels by different peo-
ple. The fact there are different levels on which we can respond to God shouldn’t
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covenant with our God to put away
all the wives, and such as are born of
them, according to the counsel of my
lord, and of those who tremble at the
commandment of our God. Let it be
done according to the law. 4 Arise;
for the matter belongs to you, and we
are with you. Be courageous, and do
it. 5 Then Ezra arose, and made the
chiefs of the priests, the Levites, and
all Israel, to swear that they would
do according to this word. So they
swore. 6 Then Ezra rose up from be-
fore God’s house, and went into the
chamber of Jehohanan the son of
Eliashib: and when he came there, he
ate no bread, nor drank water; for he
mourned because of the trespass of the
captives. 7 They made proclamation
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all
the children of the captivity, that they
should gather themselves together to
Jerusalem; 8 and that whoever didn’t
come within three days, according
to the counsel of the princes and the

EZRA 10:3-10:13

elders, all his substance should be
forfeited, and himself separated from
the assembly of the captives. 9 Then
all the men of Judah and Benjamin
gathered themselves together to Je-
rusalem within the three days; it was
the ninth month, on the twentieth day
of the month: and all the people sat in
the broad place before God’s house,
trembling because of this matter, and
because of the great rain. 10 Ezra the
priest stood up and said to them, You
have trespassed, and have married
foreign women, to increase the guilt
of Israel. 1! Now therefore make con-
fession to Yahweh, the God of your
fathers, and do His will; and separate
yourselves from the peoples of the
land, and from the foreign women.
12 Then all the assembly answered
with a loud voice, As you have said
concerning us, so must we do. 13 But
the people are many, and it is a time
of much rain, and we are not able to
stand outside; neither is this a work

encourage a spirit of minimalism within us, but rather a desire to serve Him on as high
a level as we can.

10:9 In the context of the restoration, Is. 66:1,2 had stated that having a humble spirit
which trembled at God’s word was more important than building a physical house
for Him. The Jews did tremble at the word at the beginning of the rebuilding. But it
was a momentary thing; they came to see the building of the walls as more important
than keeping a trembling spirit. Works eclipsed spirituality. Yet Isaiah had taught that
the trembling at the word was more essentially important than building temples. But
Judah paid no attention in the long term.

10:13 We are not able to stand outside — Literally, ‘we are not strong enough to be
outside’. The returned exiles were prophesied as having increased strength and en-
ergy for their task of rebuilding the temple and God’s Kingdom; their strength would
not fail (Is. 40:29-41:1), in contrast to how for the idolater, “his strength fails” (Is.
44:12). But the same word is used here about how the strength of the redeemed exiles
did become weak; and again in Neh. 4:10 about how the Jewish builders didn’t have
strength to remove all the rubble to rebuild the walls. God will strengthen us in all
our weakness — if we are truly committed to His work, His people, His house and His
Kingdom. Resources will be provided and our personal weaknesses overcome — if
these things are the true yearning of our hearts.
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of one day or two; for we have great-
ly transgressed in this matter. 14 Let
now our princes be appointed for all
the assembly, and let all those who
are in our cities who have married
foreign women come at appointed
times, and with them the elders of
every city, and its judges, until the
fierce wrath of our God be turned
from us, until this matter is resolved.
15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel
and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah stood
up against this; and Meshullam and
Shabbethai the Levite helped them.
16 The children of the captivity did
so. Ezra the priest, with certain heads
of fathers’ households, after their
fathers’ houses, and all of them by
their names, were set apart; and they
sat down in the first day of the tenth
month to examine the matter. 17 They
made an end with all the men who
had married foreign women by the
first day of the first month.

Those Who Had Married Foreign
Wives

18 Among the sons of the priests
there were found who had married
foreign women: of the sons of Jesh-
ua, the son of Jozadak, and his broth-
ers, Maaseiah, and Eliezer, and Jarib,
and Gedaliah. 19 They gave their
hand that they would put away their
wives; and being guilty, they offered
a ram of the flock for their guilt.
20 Of the sons of Immer: Hanani and
Zebadiah. 21 Of the sons of Harim:
Maaseiah, and Elijah, and Shemaiah,
and Jehiel, and Uzziah. 22 Of the
sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah,
Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and
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Elasah. 23 Of the Levites: Jozabad,
and Shimei, and Kelaiah (the same
is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and
Eliezer. 24 Of the singers: Eliashib.
Of the porters: Shallum, and Telem,
and Uri. 25 Of Israel: Of the sons
of Parosh: Ramiah, and Izziah, and
Malchijah, and Mijamin, and Elea-
zar, and Malchijah, and Benaiah.
26 Of the sons of Elam: Mattaniah,
Zechariah, and Jehiel, and Abdi, and
Jeremoth, and Elijah. 27 Of the sons
of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mat-
taniah, and Jeremoth, and Zabad,
and Aziza. 28 Of the sons of Bebai:
Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, Ath-
lai. 29 Of the sons of Bani: Meshul-
lam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Jashub,
and Sheal, Jeremoth. 30 Of the sons
of Pahathmoab: Adna, and Chelal,
Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bez-
alel, and Binnui, and Manasseh. 31 Of
the sons of Harim: Eliezer, Isshijah,
Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, Shemariah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum: Mattenai,
Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai,
Manasseh, Shimei. 34 Of the sons
of Bani: Maadai, Amram, and Uel,
35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 36 Va-
niah, Meremoth, Eliashib, 37 Mat-
taniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu, 38 and
Bani, and Binnui, Shimei, 39 and
Shelemiah, and Nathan, and Adaiah,
40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41 Azarel, and Shelemiah, Shema-
riah, 42 Shallum, Amariah, Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mat-
tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Iddo, and
Joel, Benaiah. 44 All these had taken
foreign wives; and some of them had
wives by whom they had children.



NEHEMIAH

CHAPTER 1 Nov.15
Difficulties in Jerusalem

he words of Nehemiah the son

of Hacaliah. Now it happened in
the month Chislev, in the twentieth
year, as | was in Shushan the pal-
ace, 2 that Hanani one of my broth-
ers came, he and certain men out of
Judah; and I asked them concerning
the Jews who had escaped, who were
left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem. 3 They said to me, The
remnant who are left of the captiv-
ity there in the province are in great
affliction and reproach. The wall of
Jerusalem also is broken down, and
its gates are burned with fire.

Nehemiah’s Prayer

4 Tt happened, when I heard these
words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned certain days. | fasted and
prayed before the God of heaven
5 and said, I beg you, Yahweh the
God of heaven, the great and awe-
some God, Who keeps covenant
and grace with those who love Him
and keep His commandments: ¢ Let

Your ear now be attentive, and Your
eyes open, that You may listen to
the prayer of Your servant which I
pray before You at this time, day and
night, for the children of Israel Your
servants; while I confess the sins of
the children of Israel, which we have
sinned against You. Yes, [ and my fa-
ther’s house have sinned. 7 We have
dealt very corruptly against You, and
have not kept the commandments,
nor the statutes, nor the ordinances
which You commanded Your serv-
ant Moses. 8 Remember, I beg You,
the word that You commanded Your
servant Moses saying, ‘If you tres-
pass, I will scatter you abroad among
the peoples; 9 but if you return to Me
and keep My commandments and
do them, though your outcasts were
in the uttermost part of the heavens,
yet will I gather them from there,
and will bring them to the place that
I have chosen, to cause My name to
dwell there’. 10 Now these are Your
servants and Your people whom You
have redeemed by Your great power,
and by Your strong hand. 1! Lord,

1:2 Who had escaped — The urgency of ‘fleeing’ from Babylon was understood by Ne-
hemiah; he speaks of those who had returned to the land as those who has “escaped”
from Babylon — even though they had returned with every blessing from the authori-
ties. He perceived as few did the danger of remaining in the soft life of Babylon.
The call to leave Babylon is used in the New Testament as the basis of the appeal to
mentally leave this world and start a journey towards the restored Kingdom of God on
earth at Christ’s return.

1:10 When Nehemiah speaks of them having been redeemed by Yahweh’s “strong
hand” he is using the language of Is. 40:10, regarding how Yahweh would come and
save Israel from Babylon and make them ‘come to Jerusalem’ “with strong hand”.
Nehemiah saw the prophecy could have been fulfilled then. The way Zerubbabel (Ezra
2:2; Neh. 7:5-7), Ezra (Ezra 7:8; 8:32) and Nehemiah (Neh. 2:11; 13:7) are described
as ‘coming to Jerusalem’ may hint that they could have fulfilled this coming of Yah-
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I beg You, let Your ear be attentive
now to the prayer of Your servant,
and to the prayer of Your servants,
who delight to fear Your name; and
please prosper Your servant this day,
and grant him mercy in the sight of
this man. Now [ was cup-bearer to
the king.

CHAPTER 2 Nov.15
The King Allows Nehemiah to Go
to Jerusalem
t happened in the month Nisan, in
the twentieth year of Artaxerxes
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the king, when wine was before him,
that I took up the wine and gave it
to the king. Now I had not been sad
before in his presence. 2 The king
said to me, Why is your face sad,
since you are not sick? This is noth-
ing else but sorrow of heart. Then I
was very much afraid. 3 T said to the
king, Let the king live forever! Why
shouldn’t my face be sad, when the
city, the place of my fathers’ tombs,
lies waste, and its gates have been
consumed with fire? 4 Then the king
said to me, For what do you make

weh to Zion; they could have been Messianic figures. So much potential was set up —
and wasted — at the time of the return from exile.

1:11 Your servant — It seems that Nehemiah could have been a Messiah figure. He
‘came up’ from Babylon, and was “the servant” who ‘prospered’ Yahweh’s work (also
2:20), just as the servant prophecies required (Is. 53:10; 48:15); and he was thereby
the redeemer of his brethren (5:8). He encouraged the singing of praise on the walls
of Zion (9:5; 12:46), surely in a conscious effort to fulfil the words of Is. 60:18 — that
Zion’s gates in Messiah’s Kingdom would be praise. He was “despised” as Messiah
would be (2:19; Is. 53:3 s.w.). He entered Jerusalem on a donkey, as Messiah would
(2:12 cp. Zech. 9:9); and 2:16 sounds very much like “of the people there was none
with me” (Is. 63:3). The Gentiles round about came to sit at Nehemiah’s table to eat
and drink (5:17), just as Isaiah had prophesied could happen on a grander scale at the
restoration of the Kingdom. One wonders if the potential fulfilment of the Messianic
prophecies was transferred to him? And yet Nehemiah returned to Babylon at least
once, and there is no record that on his second visit to Judah he stayed on, but rather,
the implication seems to be, he returned again to the service of Babylon. The total
lack of Biblical information about his later life may reflect this disappointing decision.
This train of thought enables us to appreciate the joy and pleasure which the Father
had when finally His beloved Son lived up to all that He sought and expected. It seems
Nehemiah could have been a Messiah figure but failed, as did others, to live up to
what was potentially possible for him. We must seek to perceive in our lives all those
things which are potentially possible for us in God’s strength.

2:2 The king’s servants were supposed to be always happy and positive in his pres-
ence. But Nehemiah’s very body language reflected the pain he felt for his impov-
erished and spiritually weak brethren in Judah. He didn’t allow his own wealth and
comfortable social standing to isolate himself from them, and as such is a valuable
example to the more wealthy and comfortable members of the body of Christ today.
2:4 So I prayed — There are times when we need to pray in a half second, with eyes
open and fully engaged in a human situation. But the fact God welcomes and accepts
this kind of prayer doesn’t mean that we can reduce a// our prayer life to this level;
carefully prepared, prolonged prayer is also to feature.
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request? So I prayed to the God
of heaven. 5 I said to the king, If it
pleases the king, and if your servant
has found favour in your sight, that
you would send me to Judah, to the
city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may
build it. 6 The king said to me (the
queen was also sitting by him), How
long shall your journey be? And
when will you return? So it pleased
the king to send me; and I set him a
time. 7 Moreover I said to the king, If
it pleases the king, let letters be given
me to the governors beyond the Riv-
er, that they may let me pass through
until I come to Judah; 8 and a letter to
Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest,
that he may give me timber to make
beams for the gates of the citadel by
the temple, for the wall of the city,
and for the house that I shall enter
into. The king granted my requests
because of the good hand of my God
upon me.

Nehemiah Inspects the Walls of
Jerusalem

9 Then 1 came to the governors be-
yond the River, and gave them the
king’s letters. Now the king had sent
with me captains of the army and
horsemen. 10 When Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah the servant,

NEHEMIAH 2:4-2:17

the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved
them exceedingly, because a man
had come to seek the welfare of the
children of Israel. 11 So I came to
Jerusalem, and was there three days.
12 T arose in the night, I and some
few men with me; neither told I any
man what my God put into my heart
to do for Jerusalem. There was no
animal with me, except the animal
that I rode on. 13 T went out by night
by the valley gate, even toward the
jackal’s well, and to the dung gate,
and viewed the walls of Jerusalem
which were broken down, and its
gates which were consumed with
fire. 14 Then I went on to the spring
gate and to the king’s pool; but there
was no place for the animal that was
under me to pass. 15 Then went I up
in the night by the brook, and viewed
the wall; and I turned back, and en-
tered by the valley gate, and so re-
turned. 16 The rulers didn’t know
where I went, or what I did; neither
had I as yet told it to the Jews, nor
to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor
to the rulers, nor to the rest who did
the work.

Nehemiah Encourages Rebuilding
17 Then T said to them, You see the
evil situation that we are in, how Je-

2:6 The queen was also sitting by him — The implication seems to be that she influ-
enced him to be positive towards Nehemiah and the Jews. She may have been Esther,

or some other Jewess.

2:12 God put the idea of rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls into Nehemiah’s heart, and yet
it’s clear from 2:2 (see note there) that his own conscience had led him to this idea.
God therefore confirms us in the desires of our hearts, positively or negatively.

2:16 We feel here and in :12; 5:7 (“consulted with myself”) Nehemiah’s loneliness
in his mission; a feature of all God’s true servants, no matter whether or not they like
Nehemiah are flanked by supporters and resources to perform their mission.
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rusalem lies waste and its gates are
burned with fire. Come, let us build
up the wall of Jerusalem, that we
won’t be disgraced. 131 told them of
the hand of my God which was for
good upon me, as also of the king’s
words that he had spoken to me.
They said, Let us arise up and build.
So they strengthened their hands for
the good work. 19 But when Sanbal-
lat the Horonite, and Tobiah the serv-
ant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the
Arabian, heard it, they ridiculed us
and despised us and said, What is
this thing that you are doing? Will
you rebel against the king? 20 Then
I answered them and said to them,
The God of heaven will prosper us.
Therefore we, His servants, will
arise and build; but you have no por-
tion, nor right, nor memorial, in Je-
rusalem.

CHAPTER 3 Nov.16
Those Who Rebuilt the Wall
hen Eliashib the high priest rose
up with his brothers the priests,
and they built the sheep gate. They
sanctified it, and set up its doors;
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even to the tower of Hammeah they
sanctified it, to the tower of Hananel.
2 Next to him built the men of Jeri-
cho. Next to them built Zaccur the
son of Imri. 3 The sons of Hassenaah
built the fish gate; they laid its beams,
and set up its doors, its bolts, and its
bars. 4 Next to them, Meremoth the
son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz
made repairs. Next to them, Meshul-
lam the son of Berechiah, the son of
Meshezabel made repairs. Next to
them, Zadok the son of Baana made
repairs. 5 Next to them, the Tekoites
made repairs; but their nobles didn’t
put their necks to the work of their
Lord. ¢ Joiada the son of Paseah
and Meshullam the son of Beso-
deiah repaired the old gate. They
laid its beams, and set up its doors,
and its bolts, and its bars. 7 Next to
them, Melatiah the Gibeonite, and
Jadon the Meronothite, the men of
Gibeon and of Mizpah, repaired the
residence of the governor beyond
the River. 8 Next to him, Uzziel the
son of Harhaiah, goldsmiths, made
repairs. Next to him, Hananiah one
of the perfumers made repairs, and

2:20 Gentiles didn’t come and help the Jews in building. It could be that their refusal
of Gentile help to build the temple, insisting that only Jews work in it (see too Ezra
4:3), was actually going too far; by being so exclusive, they were disallowing the ful-
filment of the prophecies both in Zech. 6 and in Isaiah, that Gentiles would help in the
final rebuilding of Zion.

3:5 Their nobles didn't put their necks to the work of their Lord — All these centu-
ries later, God still has note of who amongst His people were true workers and who
weren’t (He noted too that some “earnestly” did the work, :20). Significantly it was
the nobles, the lords and leaders of the people, who found it hard to submit beneath
the Lord and Master. The higher our social standing and the more human respect we
command in this world, in whatever context, the harder it will be for us to recognize
that we are merely humble servants beneath the Lord of all creation.

3:8 Goldsmiths and perfumers were hardly civil engineers and building site labourers;
neither were the wealthy daughters of a ruler (:12). But God’s work at times requires
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they fortified Jerusalem even to the
broad wall. 9 Next to them, Rephaiah
the son of Hur, the ruler of half the
district of Jerusalem, made repairs.
10 Next to them, Jedaiah the son of
Harumaph made repairs across from
his house. Next to him, Hattush the
son of Hashabneiah made repairs.
11 Malchijah the son of Harim, and
Hasshub the son of Pahathmoab, re-
paired another portion, and the tower
of the furnaces. 12 Next to him, Shal-
lum the son of Hallohesh, the ruler of
half the district of Jerusalem, he and
his daughters, made repairs. 13 Ha-
nun and the inhabitants of Zanoah
repaired the valley gate. They built
it, and set up its doors, its bolts, and
its bars, and one thousand cubits of
the wall to the dung gate. 14 Malchi-
jah the son of Rechab, the ruler of the
district of Beth Haccherem, repaired
the dung gate. He built it, and set up
its doors, its bolts, and its bars.

Those Who Rebuilt the Southern
Part

15 Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the
ruler of the district of Mizpah, re-
paired the spring gate. He built it
and covered it, and set up its doors,
its bolts, and its bars, and the wall
of the pool of Shelah by the king’s

NEHEMIAH 3:8-3:23

garden, even to the stairs that go
down from the city of David. 16 Af-
ter him, Nehemiah the son of Az-
buk, the ruler of half the district of
Beth Zur, made repairs to the place
opposite the tombs of David, and
to the pool that was made, and to
the house of the mighty men. 17 Af-
ter him the Levites, Rehum the son
of Bani, made repairs. Next to him,
Hashabiah, the ruler of half the dis-
trict of Keilah, made repairs for his
district. 18 After him, their brothers,
Bavvai the son of Henadad, the ruler
of half the district of Keilah, made
repairs. 19 Next to him, Ezer the son
of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, re-
paired another portion, across from
the ascent to the armoury at the turn-
ing of the wall. 20 After him, Baruch
the son of Zabbai earnestly repaired
another portion, from the turning of
the wall to the door of the house of
Eliashib the high priest. 21 After him,
Meremoth the son of Uriah the son
of Hakkoz repaired another portion,
from the door of the house of Eli-
ashib even to the end of the house
of Eliashib. 22 After him, the priests,
the men of the Plain, made repairs.
23 After them, Benjamin and Has-
shub made repairs across from their
house. After them, Azariah the son of

us to do what is quite against the grain of our natural inclination; resulting as it did
here in men and women of totally different backgrounds, social positions and special-
isms working together to do His work. It should be the same in the ecclesia of today.

3:15 The emphasis in the record on bars, gates and locks was perhaps to highlight
how the restoration prophecies of Ezekiel, of a people living confidently without
those things, had actually not been fulfilled; and therefore the prophesied events of
Ez. 38-40 didn’t happen — i.e. an invasion of a restored Judah, dwelling without bars
and gates, which would lead in to the rebuilding of the temple and establishment of

the Kingdom.
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Maaseiah the son of Ananiah made
repairs beside his own house. 24 Af-
ter him, Binnui the son of Henadad
repaired another portion, from the
house of Azariah to the turning of the
wall, and to the corner. 25 Palal the
son of Uzai made repairs opposite
the turning of the wall, and the tower
that stands out from the upper house
of the king, which is by the court of
the guard. After him Pedaiah the son
of Parosh made repairs. 26 (Now the
Nethinim lived in Ophel, to the place
over against the water gate toward
the east, and the tower that stands
out.) 27 After him the Tekoites re-
paired another portion, over against
the great tower that stands out, and
to the wall of Ophel. 28 Above the
horse gate, the priests made repairs,
each one across from his own house.
29 After them, Zadok the son of Im-
mer made repairs across from his
own house. After him, Shemaiah
the son of Shecaniah, the keeper of
the east gate, made repairs. 30 After
him, Hananiah the son of Shelemiah,
and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph,
repaired another portion. After him,
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Meshullam the son of Berechiah
made repairs across from his place.
31 After him, Malchijah one of the
goldsmiths to the house of the Neth-
inim, and of the merchants, made
repairs over against the Muster gate,
and to the ascent of the corner. 32 Be-
tween the ascent of the corner and
the sheep gate, the goldsmiths and
the merchants made repairs.

CHAPTER 4 Nov.17
Opposition to the Work

ut it happened that when San-

ballat heard that we were build-
ing the wall, he was angry, and took
great indignation, and mocked the
Jews. 2 He spoke before his brothers
and the army of Samaria and said,
What are these feeble Jews doing?
Will they fortify themselves? Will
they sacrifice? Will they finish in a
day? Will they revive the stones out
of the heaps of rubbish, since they
are burned? 3 Now Tobiah the Am-
monite was by him, and he said,
What they are building? If a fox
climbed up it, he would break down
their stone wall. 4 Hear, our God; for

3:31 Nehemiah did his best to bring the potential Kingdom of God about by urging the
people to repentance and conformity to God’s will, such was his perception of what
was going on; that the coming of God’s Kingdom was being limited by the apathy of
his own people. No fewer than 24 times in Ez. 40-48 are we told that the temple was
to be built by ‘measure’ (e.g. Ez. 40:3,5,10,21,22,24,28,29); and the same word occurs
frequently in describing how Nehemiah gave various groups of Jews their own “por-
tion” [s.w. ‘measure’] in the work of rebuilding Jerusalem (:11,19,20,22,24,27). He ar-
ranged for 12 gates to be built in the wall, as Ez. 48:31-34 had commanded there to be.
He built miphkad, “the Muster Gate”, the “appointed place” [s.w.] of Ez. 43:21. As he
‘measured out’ the work of rebuilding Jerusalem, he must have been conscious of the
Kingdom prophecy of Jer. 31:38-40. It could have been fulfilled, this could have been
the potential Kingdom of God, and he set about to seek to fulfil it; but those places
were not kept “holy unto the Lord”, and therefore the Jews were to be again plucked
up and thrown down.
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we are despised. Turn back their re-
proach on their own head, give them
up for a spoil in a land of captiv-
ity. 5 Don’t cover their iniquity, and
don’t let their sin be blotted out from
before You; for they have insulted
the builders. ¢ So we built the wall;
and all the wall was joined together
to half its height; for the people had
a mind to work. 7 But it happened
that when Sanballat, Tobiah, the
Arabians, the Ammonites, and the
Ashdodites heard that the repairing
of the walls of Jerusalem went for-
ward, and that the breaches began to
be filled, then they were very angry.
8 They conspired all of them together
to come and fight against Jerusalem,
and to cause confusion therein. 9 But
we made our prayer to our God, and
set a watch against them day and
night, because of them. 10 Judah
said, The strength of the bearers of
burdens is fading, and there is much
rubbish; so that we are not able to
build the wall. 11 Our adversaries
said, They shall not know, neither
see, until we come into their midst,
and kill them, and cause the work to
cease. 12 It happened that when the
Jews who lived by them came, they
said to us ten times from all places,
Wherever you turn, they will attack

NEHEMIAH 4:4-4:19

us. 13 Therefore set I in the lowest
parts of the space behind the wall, in
the open places, I set the people after
their families with their swords, their
spears, and their bows. 14 I looked,
and rose up, and said to the nobles,
and to the rulers, and to the rest of
the people, Don’t be afraid of them!
Remember the Lord, Who is great
and awesome, and fight for your
brothers, your sons, and your daugh-
ters, your wives, and your houses.

Opposition Is Overcome

15 Tt happened, when our enemies
heard that it was known to us, and
God had brought their counsel to
nothing, that we returned all of us to
the wall, each one to his work. 16 It
happened from that time onwards,
that half of my servants worked in
the work, and half of them held the
spears, the shields, and the bows,
and the coats of mail; and the rulers
were behind all the house of Judah.
17 They all built the wall while those
who bore burdens loaded themselves;
each one with one of his hands toiled
in the work, and with the other held
his weapon; 18 and the builders, each
one wore his sword at his side, and
so built. He who sounded the trumpet
was by me. 191 said to the nobles, to

4:4 1s. 51:3-11 is clearly in a restoration context: “For Yahweh shall comfort Zion: He
will comfort all her waste places... Hearken unto me, you that know righteousness, the
people in whose heart is My law; fear not the reproach of men [s.w. Neh. 1:3; 2:17;
4:4; 5:9 about the reproach of the Gentiles against the partially rebuilt Jerusalem], nei-
ther be afraid of their reviling”. Insofar as Nehemiah and the Jews knew this prophecy,
they would have taken great encouragement. But maybe they were unfamiliar with it,
and yet still did the work, although lacking the encouragement which they could have
had. Our familiarity with God’s word becomes of great value when in a difficult situ-
ation we suddenly perceive how we are being spoken to directly by God’s prophetic
word.
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the rulers and to the rest of the peo-
ple, The work is great and large, and
we are separated on the wall, one
far from another. 20 Wherever you
hear the sound of the trumpet, rally
there to us. Our God will fight for us.
21'So we worked at rebuilding. Half
of them held the spears from the ris-
ing of the morning until the stars ap-
peared. 22 Likewise at the same time
said I to the people, Let each one
with his servant lodge within Jeru-
salem, that in the night they may be
a guard to us, and may labour in the
day. 23 So I, my brothers, my serv-
ants, and the men of the guard who
followed me, did not take off our
clothes except to wash.

CHAPTER 5 Nov.18
The Poor Are Suffering
hen there arose a great cry of the
people and of their wives against
their brothers the Jews. 2 For there
were some that said, We, our sons
and our daughters, are many. Let us
get grain, that we may eat and live.
3 Some also there were that said,
We are mortgaging our fields, our
vineyards and our houses. Let us get
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grain, because of the famine. 4 There
were also some who said, We have
borrowed money for the king’s trib-
ute using our fields and our vine-
yards as collateral. 5 Yet our flesh
is as the flesh of our brothers, our
children as their children. Indeed, we
have to bring into bondage our sons
and our daughters to be servants.
Some of our daughters have already
been brought into bondage. Neither
is it in our power to get out of it; for
other men have our fields and our
vineyards.

Nehemiah Has a Just Solution

6 [ was very angry when I heard their
cry and these words. 7 Then I con-
sidered the matter, then contended
with the nobles and the rulers and
said to them, You exact usury, each
one from his brother. I held a great
assembly against them. 8 I said to
them, We, as much as we could, have
redeemed our brothers the Jews that
were sold to the nations. Would you
really sell your brothers, and should
they be sold to us? Then they held
their peace, and found never a word
to answer. 9 Also I said, The thing

5:1-5 The prophecies of the restored Kingdom emphasized that the princes would not
then oppress the people (Ez. 45:8,9; 46:18); but we see here that they did (see too
Zech. 7:10; Mal. 3:5). Jer. 7:3-7 made it clear that Judah’s return to the land was to be
conditional upon them not oppressing the poor — only “then will I cause you to dwell
in this place”. Yet in His grace and zeal for His people, it seems God overlooked that
condition — for the returned exiles did oppress each other, and yet they returned to the
land. And yet they would’ve dwelt in Zion “for ever and ever” (Jer. 7:7) if they had
not been abusive to others and truly loved God. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi all
record social injustice as being the order of the day at the time of the restoration.

5:7 See on 2:16.

5:8 We... have redeemed our brothers — God redeemed the exiles from Babylon (Is.
48:20; 51:11; 52:9; 62:12), and our response to that redemption should be to redeem
others and not abuse them.
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that you do is not good. Ought you
not to walk in the fear of our God,
because of the reproach of the na-
tions our enemies? 10 For this reason,
I my brothers and my servants lend
them money and grain. Please let us
stop this usury. 1! Please restore to
them, even this day, their fields, their
vineyards, their olive groves, and
their houses, also the hundredth part
of the money, and of the grain, the
new wine, and the oil, that you are
charging them. 12 Then they said, We
will restore them, and will require
nothing of them; so will we do, even
as you say. Then I called the priests,
and took an oath of them, that they
would do according to this promise.
13 Also I shook out my lap and said,
So may God shake out every man
from His house and from His work
that doesn’t perform this promise;
even thus may he be shaken out,
and emptied. All the assembly said,
Amen, and praised Yahweh. The
people did according to this promise.

Nehemiah’s Unselfishness

14 Moreover from the time that [ was
appointed to be their governor in the
land of Judah, from the twentieth
year even to the thirty second year of
Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve

NEHEMIAH 5:9-6:1

years, I and my brothers did not eat
the bread of the governor. 15 But the
former governors who were before
me were supported by the people,
and took bread and wine from them,
besides forty shekels of silver. Yes,
even their servants ruled over the
people: but I didn’t do so, because of
the fear of God. 16 Yes, also I con-
tinued in the work of this wall, nei-
ther bought we any land; and all my
servants were gathered there to the
work. 17 Moreover there were at my
table, of the Jews and the rulers, one
hundred and fifty men, besides those
who came to us from among the na-
tions that were around us. 18 Now
that which was prepared for one day
was one ox and six choice sheep;
also fowls were prepared for me, and
once in ten days store of all sorts of
wine. Yet for all this I didn’t demand
the bread due to the governor, be-
cause the bondage was heavy on this
people. 19 Remember me, my God,
for good, for all that I have done for
this people.

CHAPTER 6 Nov.18
Plots against Nehemiah
t was reported to Sanballat and To-
biah, and to Geshem the Arabian,
and to the rest of our enemies, that [

5:15 Is. 58:1,2 is a criticism of Judah in exile and also of those who did return to the
land — they sought God daily, and yet abused their brethren (Is. 58:6), just as recorded
here. If they had ceased from their sins, “Then shall your light break forth as the morn-
ing”, if they had fed the hungry etc, then would’ve been fulfilled the Messianic King-
dom prophecies of the light of Zion rising above the Gentiles etc (Is. 58:10,12 cp. Is.
60:1). These Kingdom predictions will ultimately come true at Christ’s return to earth
and the establishment of His Kingdom here, but we will only be there if we learn the
lessons from Judah’s failure and don’t abuse our brethren.

6:1 There was no breach left — Amos 9:11-15 refers to this: “In that day will I raise
up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I
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had built the wall, and that there was
no breach left therein (though even
to that time I had not set up the doors
in the gates). 2 Then Sanballat and
Geshem sent to me saying, Come, let
us meet together in the villages in the
plain of Ono. But they intended to
harm me. 3 T sent messengers to them
saying, | am doing a great work, so
that I can’t come down. Why should
the work cease while I leave it, and
come down to you? 4 They sent to
me four times in this manner; and I
kept giving them the same answer.
5 Then, again Sanballat sent his serv-
ant to me the fifth time with an open
letter in his hand, ¢ in which was
written, It is reported among the na-
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tions, and Gashmu says it, that you
and the Jews intend to rebel. Be-
cause of that, you are building the
wall. You would be their king, ac-
cording to this report. 7 You have
also appointed prophets to speak up
for you at Jerusalem saying, ‘There
is a king in Judah!” Now it will be re-
ported to the king according to these
words. Come now therefore, and
let us take counsel together. 8 Then
I sent to him, saying, ‘There are no
such things done as you say, but you
imagine them out of your own heart’.
9 For they all would have made us
afraid, saying, Their hands will be
weakened from the work, that it not
be done. But now, may my hands be

will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old”. The passage goes on
to prophecy a time of great fertility and victory over “Edom”. “I will raise up” uses
a Hebrew word commonly featured in the records of the restoration, when the peo-
ple were exhorted to “arise up and build” (Ezra 1:5; 3:2; 10:4,15; Neh. 2:18,20). The
statement that they would “close up the breaches thereof” is exactly the language of
Neh. 6:1, which records that the walls were rebuilt so that there was no breach [s.w.]
therein. It was after the Babylonian invasion that Zion was “fallen” and ‘ruined’ (s.w.
Jer. 31:18; 45:4; Lam. 2:2,17). “I will build it” is exactly the theme of the records of
the return from Babylon (Ezra 1:2,3,5; 3:2,10; 4:1-4; Neh. 2:5,17,18,20; 3:1-3, 13-15;
4:1,3,5,6,10,17,18; 6:1,6; 7:1). Surely Amos 9 is saying that at the rebuilding at the
time of the restoration, God’s people could have ushered in the Kingdom age of ag-
ricultural plenty and victory over their Arab neighbours. But they intermarried with
Edom, and suffered drought because they didn’t fulfil the requirements to rebuild Zion
correctly. But the words of Amos were still to come true in some form — they are given
an application in Acts 15:17 which may appear to be way out of context, i.e. to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Thus words which could have had a plain fulfilment at
the restoration were given a delayed fulfilment; but they were not fulfilled in a literal
sense, but in a spiritual one. And so it may be with many prophecies about us today;
they could be fulfilled if God’s people are more ‘fulfilling’ of them.

6:3 Why should the work cease — This should be our perspective in such times of
conflict; cries of unity and reconciliation can be used as a mantra to make God’s work
cease, and we shouldn’t be afraid to see them for what they are. The way the oppo-
nents of God’s work created a false allegation — that Nehemiah was setting himself up
as king — and then tried to blackmail him over it (:7,8) is typical of what happens in
these situations. We can simply insist we are telling the truth and not be afraid to name
false accusation for what it is (:8).



880

strengthened. 10 T went to the house
of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the
son of Mehetabel, who was shut in
at his home; and he said, Let us meet
together in God’s house, within the
temple, and let us shut the doors of
the temple; for they will come to kill
you. Yes, in the night will they come
to kill you.

Nehemiah Is Not Afraid

11T said, Should such a man as I flee?
Who is there that, being such as I,
would go into the temple to save his
life? T will not go in. 12 I perceived
that God had not sent him; but that
he pronounced this prophecy against
me. Tobiah and Sanballat had hired
him. 13 He was hired so that I would
be afraid, follow his advice, and sin.
Thus they would have material for an
evil report, that they might reproach
me. 14 Remember, my God, Tobiah
and Sanballat according to these
their works, and also the prophetess
Noadiah, and the rest of the proph-
ets, that would have put me in fear.

The Wall is Finished
15 So the wall was finished in the

NEHEMIAH 6:9-7:2

twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-
two days. 16 It happened that when
all our enemies heard of it, then all
the nations that were about us were
afraid, and were much cast down in
their own eyes; for they perceived
that this work was done of our God.
17 Moreover in those days the no-
bles of Judah sent many letters to
Tobiah, and Tobiah’s letters came
to them. 18 For there were many in
Judah sworn to him, because he was
the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son
of Arah; and his son Jehohanan had
taken the daughter of Meshullam the
son of Berechiah as wife. 19 Also
they spoke of his good deeds before
me, and reported my words to him.
Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7 Nov.19
Protection for Jerusalem
ow it happened, once the wall
was built and I had set up the
doors, and the porters and the sing-
ers and the Levites were appointed,
2 that I put my brother Hanani, and
Hananiah the governor of the cas-
tle, in charge over Jerusalem: for he
was a faithful man, and feared God

6:11 As eunuchs weren’t allowed within the temple, this could suggest Nehemiah was
a eunuch; for he says that for a man like him to enter the temple would be a sin (:13).
He would likely have had to be made one in order to be the king’s cupbearer (1:11),
but he used the limitations which this world had unreasonably placed upon him in
order to funnel his creative energy into God’s work and the welfare of His people and
the things of His Kingdom.

7:2 Nehemiah’s brother Hanani was given “charge over Jerusalem: for he was a faith-
ful man” — not just because he was the boss’s brother, which is how the nepotism of
those times would have usually required. It can be that human qualification, e.g. being
a successful businessman, or the brother of a leading brother, is related to positions
of eldership amongst us. Yet the Nehemiah passage shows that although sometimes
there may be overlap between both spiritual and human qualification, it is the spiritual
qualification which must be paramount.
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above many. 3 I said to them, Don’t
let the gates of Jerusalem be opened
until the sun is hot. While they stand
guard, let them shut the doors, and
you bar them; and appoint watches
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, eve-
ryone in his watch, with everyone
near his house.

A List of Those Who Had Returned
4 Now the city was wide and large;
but the people were few therein, and
the houses were not built. 5 My God
put into my heart to gather together
the nobles, and the rulers, and the
people, that they might be reckoned
by genealogy. I found the book of
the genealogy of those who came
up at the first, and I found written
therein: 6 These are the children of
the province, who went up out of
the captivity of those who had been
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried
away, and who returned to Jerusalem
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and to Judah, each one to his city.
7 They came with Zerubbabel, Je-
shua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah,
Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mis-
pereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The
number of the men of the people of
Israel: 8 The children of Parosh, two
thousand one hundred and seventy-
two. 9 The children of Shephatiah,
three hundred and seventy-two.
10 The children of Arah, six hundred
and fifty-two. 11 The children of Pa-
hathmoab, of the children of Jeshua
and Joab, two thousand eight hun-
dred and eighteen. 12 The children of
Elam, one thousand two hundred and
fifty-four. 13 The children of Zattu,
eight hundred and forty-five. 14 The
children of Zaccai, seven hundred
and sixty. 15 The children of Binnui,
six hundred and forty-eight. 16 The
children of Bebai, six hundred and
twenty-eight. 17 The children of
Azgad, two thousand three hundred
and twenty-two. 18 The children of

7:5 Nehemiah made a special study of the genealogies in order to find an acceptable
priesthood (:5), and perhaps this was the basis for the genealogies written up in the
early chapters of 1 Chronicles. So there were Israel returning from captivity, led by a
faithful remnant of the priests, looking back through their history, right back to Abra-
ham and beyond, and seeing that their history was shot through with failure. Such self-
examination extended even to considering the names parents gave their children.

7:6 Seeing that the majority of the Jews chose the soft life and remained in Babylon,
God was especially sensitive to those who returned; and for over 2500 years these
names have been recorded in His word. Such is His awareness of all those who re-
spond to the call of the Kingdom and to forsake this world. Note how the numbers are
recorded very exactly. God was sensitive to each and every one who returned.

7:7 This describes Zerubbabel as being at the head of twelve leaders of the returning
exiles, who are called “the people of Israel” (cp. Ezra 2:2). Whilst it was Judah who
had been taken into captivity, it seems that some of the ten tribes [who had been taken
into captivity in Assyria some time earlier] also returned with them; it was God’s in-
tention to create a new, unified Israel in the restored Kingdom. But most of God’s
people then as today chose not to participate in the unity plan He had desired for His
people.
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Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-
seven. 19 The children of Bigvai,
two thousand and sixty-seven. 20 The
children of Adin, six hundred and
fifty-five. 2! The children of Ater, of
Hezekiah, ninety-eight. 22 The chil-
dren of Hashum, three hundred and
twenty-eight. 23 The children of Be-
zai, three hundred and twenty-four.
24 The children of Hariph, one hun-
dred and twelve. 25 The children of
Gibeon, ninety-five. 26 The men of
Bethlehem and Netophah, one hun-
dred and eighty-eight. 27 The men of
Anathoth, one hundred and twenty-
eight. 28 The men of Beth Azmaveth,
forty-two. 29 The men of Kiriath
Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, sev-
en hundred and forty-three. 30 The
men of Ramah and Geba, six hun-
dred and twenty-one. 3! The men of
Michmas, one hundred and twenty-
two. 32 The men of Bethel and Ai,
a hundred and twenty-three. 33 The
men of the other Nebo, fifty-two.
34 The children of the other Elam,
one thousand two hundred and fifty-
four. 35 The children of Harim, three
hundred and twenty. 36 The children
of Jericho, three hundred and forty-
five. 37 The children of Lod, Hadid,
and Ono, seven hundred and twen-
ty-one. 38 The children of Senaah,
three thousand nine hundred and
thirty. 39 The priests: The children of

NEHEMIAH 7:18-7:54

Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
hundred and seventy-three. 40 The
children of Immer, one thousand and
fifty-two. 41 The children of Pashhur,
one thousand two hundred and forty-
seven. 42 The children of Harim,
one thousand and seventeen. 43 The
Levites: the children of Jeshua, of
Kadmiel, of the children of Hode-
vah, seventy-four. 44 The singers: the
children of Asaph, one hundred and
forty-eight. 45 The porters: the chil-
dren of Shallum, the children of Ater,
the children of Talmon, the children
of Akkub, the children of Hatita,
the children of Shobai, one hundred
and thirty-eight. 46 The Nethinim:
the children of Ziha, the children of
Hasupha, the children of Tabbaoth,
47 the children of Keros, the children
of Sia, the children of Padon, 48 the
children of Lebana, the children of
Hagaba, the children of Salmai, 49 the
children of Hanan, the children of
Giddel, the children of Gahar, 30 the
children of Reaiah, the children of
Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 51 the
children of Gazzam, the children of
Uzza, the children of Paseah. 52 The
children of Besai, the children of
Meunim, the children of Nephush-
esim, 33 the children of Bakbuk, the
children of Hakupha, the children of
Harhur, 34 the children of Bazlith,
the children of Mechida, the children

7:54 Comparing the list of names in the list of returnees in Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 7, we
find that a number of names recur in both lists, e.g. Bazluth (Ezra 2:52; Neh. 7:54). It
could be that some went from Babylon to Judah with Ezra, then returned to Babylon,
and returned with Nehemiah. This hardly sounds like the glorious, positive, confi-
dent return of the captives to Zion prophesied in the restoration prophecies. Like us at
times, God’s people lost their nerve in quitting this world and dedicating themselves

to the things of His Kingdom.
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of Harsha, 55 the children of Barkos,
the children of Sisera, the children of
Temabh, 56 the children of Neziah, the
children of Hatipha. 57 The children
of Solomon’s servants: the children
of Sotai, the children of Sophereth,
the children of Perida, 38 the children
of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the
children of Giddel, 39 the children
of Shephatiah, the children of Hat-
til, the children of Pochereth Hazze-
baim, the children of Amon. 60 All
the Nethinim, and the children of
Solomon’s servants, were three hun-
dred and ninety-two. 61 These were
those who went up from Tel Melah,
Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Im-
mer; but they could not prove their
fathers’ houses nor their genealogies,
whether they were of Israel: 62 The
children of Delaiah, the children of
Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six
hundred and forty-two. 63 Of the
priests: the children of Hobaiah, the
children of Hakkoz, the children
of Barzillai, who took a wife of the
daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite,
and was called after their name.
64 These searched for their genealog-
ical records, but couldn’t find them.
Therefore were they deemed polluted
and put from the priesthood. 65 The
governor told them that they should
not eat of the most holy things un-
til there stood up a priest with Urim
and Thummim. 66 The whole assem-
bly together was forty-two thousand
three hundred and sixty, 67 besides
their male and their female servants,
of whom there were seven thousand
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three hundred and thirty-seven: and
they had two hundred and forty-five
singing men and singing women.
68 Their horses were seven hundred
and thirty-six; their mules, two hun-
dred and forty-five; 69 their camels,
four hundred and thirty-five; their
donkeys, six thousand seven hundred
and twenty. 70 Some from among the
heads of fathers’ houscholds gave
to the work. The governor gave to
the treasury one thousand darics of
gold, fifty basins and five hundred
and thirty priests” garments. 7! Some
of the heads of fathers’ households
gave into the treasury of the work
twenty thousand darics of gold, and
two thousand two hundred minas of
silver. 72 That which the rest of the
people gave was twenty thousand
darics of gold, and two thousand
minas of silver, and sixty-seven
priests” garments. 73 So the priests,
the Levites and the porters, and the
singers, and some of the people, and
the Nethinim, and all Israel, lived in
their cities. When the seventh month
had come, the children of Israel were
in their cities.

CHAPTER 8 Nov.20
Ezra Reads God’s Law to the
People
11 the people gathered them-
selves together as one man into
the broad place that was before the
water gate; and they spoke to Ezra
the scribe to bring the book of the law
of Moses, which Yahweh had com-
manded to Israel. 2 Ezra the priest

8:1 As one man — Genuine desire to accept God’s word and repent for failure (:9) is

what brings unity amongst His people.
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brought the law before the assembly,
both men and women, and all who
could hear with understanding, on
the first day of the seventh month.
3 He read therein before the broad
place that was before the water gate
from early morning until noon, in the
presence of the men and the women,
and of those who could understand.
The ears of all the people were at-
tentive to the book of the law. 4 Ezra
the scribe stood on a pulpit of wood,
which they had made for the pur-
pose; and beside him stood Mattithi-
ah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah
and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and
on his left hand, Pedaiah, Mishael,
Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah and Meshullam. 5 Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all
the people; for he was above all the
people; and when he opened it, all
the people stood up. ¢ Ezra blessed
Yahweh, the great God. All the peo-
ple answered, Amen, Amen, with the
lifting up of their hands. They bowed
their heads, and worshipped Yah-
weh with their faces to the ground.
7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah,
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah,
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Joza-
bad, Hanan, Pelaiah and the Levites

NEHEMIAH 8:2-8:13

caused the people to understand the
law; and the people stayed in their
place.8 They read in the book, in the
law of God, with interpretation; and
they gave the sense, so that they un-
derstood the reading. 9 Nehemiah,
who was the governor, and Ezra the
priest, the scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people, said to all the
people, This day is holy to Yahweh
your God. Don’t mourn, nor weep.
For all the people wept, when they
heard the words of the law. 10 Then
he said to them, Go your way. Eat
the fat, drink the sweet, and send
portions to him for whom nothing is
prepared; for this day is holy to our
Lord. Don’t be grieved; for the joy
of Yahweh is your strength. 11 So the
Levites stilled all the people saying,
Hold your peace, for the day is holy;
neither be grieved. 12 All the people
went their way to eat and to drink,
and to send portions, and to make
great joy, because they had under-
stood the words that were declared
to them.

The Feast of Booths

13 On the second day were gathered
together the heads of fathers’ house-
holds of all the people, the priests,

8:10 Send portions to him for whom nothing is prepared — The receipt of forgiveness
from God should lead to our being materially generous to others. Hence Paul urges the
Corinthians to be materially generous to their poorer brethren because of God’s grace
to them, thus making a play on the fact that the Greek word translated “grace” essen-
tially means a gift. God’s gift of forgiveness to us leads to our giving to others.

The joy of Yahweh — In the context, this refers to His desire to forgive His people; He
actually is joyful in forgiving us, as we should be in our forgiveness of others; not do-
ing it from a sense of grudging necessity.

8:12 Because they had understood the words — The need for correct understanding of
God’s word is because it motivates to action in practice. See 10:28.



NEHEMIAH 8:13-9:3

and the Levites, to Ezra the scribe,
even to give attention to the words
of the law. 14 They found written in
the law, how that Yahweh had com-
manded by Moses, that the children
of Israel should dwell in booths
in the feast of the seventh month;
15 and that they should publish and
proclaim in all their cities, and in
Jerusalem saying, Go out to the
mountain, and get olive branches,
and branches of wild olive, and myr-
tle branches, and palm branches,
and branches of thick trees, to make
booths, as it is written. 16 So the peo-
ple went out, and brought them, and
made themselves booths, each one
on the roof of his house, and in their
courts, and in the courts of God’s
house, and in the broad place of the
water gate, and in the broad place of
the gate of Ephraim. 17 All the as-
sembly of those who had come again
out of the captivity made booths, and
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lived in the booths; for since the days
of Joshua the son of Nun to that day
the children of Israel had not done
so. There was very great gladness.
18 Also day by day, from the first day
to the last day, he read in the book of
the law of God. They kept the feast
seven days; and on the eighth day
was a solemn assembly, according to
the ordinance.

CHAPTER 9 Nov.21
The People Confess Their Sins
Now in the twenty-fourth day of
this month the children of Is-
rael were assembled with fasting,
and with sackcloth, and earth on
them. 2 The seed of Israel separated
themselves from all foreigners, and
stood and confessed their sins, and
the iniquities of their fathers. 3 They
stood up in their place, and read in
the book of the law of Yahweh their
God a fourth part of the day; and a

8:14-17 Ez. 45:25 had specifically prophesied that the feast of the seventh month
would be strictly kept in the restored Kingdom. The fact they hadn’t done so until now
shows how they didn’t want to fulfil the restoration prophecies because the immediate
daily issues of life took them away from obedience to God’s will. Note that Zech. 7:5
criticised the Jews for keeping this feast only externally, and not “unto Me”. Hag. 2:1
records how on the 21* day of the 7" month — i.e. once the seven day feast that began
on the 15" had finished — Haggai was sent to rebuke “the prince”, Zerubbabel, for be-
ing so slack in fulfilling Ezekiel’s vision. They subconsciously switched off to Ezek-
iel’s words; just as we can all do. They reasoned that “the time” of which he spoke
hadn’t come — even though the temple had miraculously been enabled to be rebuilt,
for no human benefit at all to Cyrus (Is. 45:13 “not for price nor reward”). Like us,
they failed to see the personal reality of God’s word to their situation.

9:2 The account of Judah’s separation from the surrounding peoples reads similarly to
that of the purges from idolatry during the reign of the kings. They separated / purged,
and then, within a few years, we read of them doing so again. Initially, the exiles sepa-
rated from the peoples of the land (Ezra 6:21); by Ezra 9:1 they are in need of separat-
ing again; and by Ezra 10:11 likewise; then they separate (Ezra 10:16), only to need
another call to separation by the time of Nehemiah 9:2; 13:3. Our spiritual progress
often has too much of this kind of pseudo repentance associated with it.
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fourth part they confessed, and wor-
shipped Yahweh their God. 4 Then
Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah,
Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani
of the Levites stood up on the stairs,
and cried with a loud voice to Yah-
weh their God.

An Account of God’s Care of Israel
5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel,
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodi-
ah, Shebaniah and Pethahiah said,
Stand up and bless Yahweh your
God from everlasting to everlast-
ing! Blessed be Your glorious name,
which is exalted above all blessing
and praise! ¢ You are Yahweh, even
You alone. You have made heaven,
the heaven of heavens, with all their
army, the earth and all things that are
on it, the seas and all that is in them,
and You preserve them all. The army
of heaven worships You. 7 You are
Yahweh, the God who chose Abram
and brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldees, and gave him the name of
Abraham, 8 and found his heart faith-
ful before You, and made a covenant
with him to give the land of the Ca-
naanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, and
the Perizzite, and the Jebusite, and
the Girgashite, to give it to his seed;
and have performed Your words;
for You are righteous.® You saw the
affliction of our fathers in Egypt,
and heard their cry by the Red Sea.

NEHEMIAH 9:3-9:17

10 You showed signs and wonders
against Pharaoh, and against all his
servants, and against all the people of
his land; for You knew that they dealt
arrogantly against them, and made a
name for Yourself, as it is this day.
11 You divided the sea before them,
so that they went through the midst
of the sea on the dry land; and You
cast their pursuers into the depths,
as a stone into the mighty waters.
12 Moreover, You led them by day
in a pillar of cloud; and in a pillar of
fire by night, to give them light in the
way in which they should go. 13 You
came down also on Mount Sinai and
spoke with them from heaven, and
gave them right ordinances and true
laws, good statutes and command-
ments. 14 You made known to them
Your holy Sabbath, and commanded
them commandments, and statutes,
and a law, by Moses Your servant.
15 You gave them bread from the sky
for their hunger, and brought forth
water for them out of the rock for
their thirst, and commanded them
that they should go in to possess the
land which You had sworn to give
them. 16 But they and our fathers
dealt proudly and hardened their
neck, didn’t listen to Your command-
ments 17 and refused to obey, neither
were they mindful of Your wonders
that You did among them, but hard-
ened their neck, and in their rebel-

9:6 You are Yahweh, even You alone — There is archacological evidence that there was
another god called “Yahweh’ worshipped by the Canaanites; hence the confession here
that Yahweh God of Israel was the only true Yahweh. There are in our world many
things which can appear as the true God when they are but fake imitations.

9:10 Made a name for Yourself — God’s Name isn’t simply a word, it is His entire per-
sonality as historically demonstrated and articulated in human history.
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lion appointed a captain to return to
their bondage. But You are a God
ready to pardon, gracious and merci-
ful, slow to anger, abundant in grace,
and didn’t forsake them. 18 Yes, they
had made them a molten calf and
said, ‘This is your God who brought
you up out of Egypt” and had com-
mitted awful blasphemies; 19 yet
You in Your many mercies didn’t
forsake them in the wilderness. The
pillar of cloud didn’t depart from
over them by day, to lead them in
the way; neither the pillar of fire by
night, to show them light, and the
way in which they should go. 20 You
gave also Your good Spirit to instruct
them, and didn’t withhold Your man-
na from their mouth, and gave them
water for their thirst. 21 Yes, forty
years You sustained them in the wil-
derness. They lacked nothing. Their
clothes didn’t grow old, and their
feet didn’t swell. 22 Moreover You
gave them kingdoms and peoples
which You allotted according to their
portions. So they possessed the land
of Sihon, even the land of the king of
Heshbon, and the land of Og king of
Bashan. 23 You also multiplied their
children as the stars of the sky, and
brought them into the land concern-
ing which You had said to their fa-
thers, that they should go in to pos-
sess it. 24 So the children went in and
possessed the land, and You subdued
before them the inhabitants of the
land, the Canaanites, and gave them
into their hands, with their kings,
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and the peoples of the land, that they
might do with them as they pleased.
25 They took fortified cities, and a
rich land, and possessed houses full
of all good things, cisterns dug out,
vineyards, olive groves and fruit
trees in abundance. So they ate, were
filled, became fat, and delighted
themselves in Your great grace.

Disobedience and Deliverance

26 Nevertheless they were disobedi-
ent and rebelled against You, and
cast Your law behind their back, and
killed your prophets that testified
against them to turn them again to
You, and they committed awful blas-
phemies. 27 Therefore You delivered
them into the hand of their adversar-
ies, who distressed them. In the time
of their trouble, when they cried to
You, You heard from heaven; and ac-
cording to Your many mercies You
gave them saviours who saved them
out of the hand of their adversar-
ies. 28 But after they had rest, they
did evil again before You; therefore
You left them in the hand of their en-
emies, so that they had the dominion
over them. Yet, when they returned
and cried to You, You heard from
heaven; and many times You deliv-
ered them according to Your mer-
cies, 29 and testified against them,
that You might bring them again to
Your law. Yet they dealt proudly, and
didn’t listen to Your commandments,
but sinned against Your ordinances,
which, if a man does, he shall live

9:19 Yet the pillar of cloud didn't depart from over them — Even in periods of sin and
failure, God still tries to lead His people towards the Kingdom rather than totally dis-

associating from them.
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in them, turned their backs, stiffened
their neck, and would not hear. 30 Yet
many years You put up with them,
and testified against them by Your
spirit through Your prophets. Yet
would they not give ear. Therefore
You gave them into the hand of the
peoples of the lands.

Confession of Sins

31 Nevertheless in Your many mer-
cies You did not make a full end of
them, nor forsake them; for You are
a gracious and merciful God. 32 Now
therefore, our God, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who
keeps covenant and grace, don’t let
all the travail seem little before You,
that has come on us, on our kings, on
our princes, priests, prophets, and on
our fathers, and on all Your people,
since the time of the kings of Assyria
to this day. 33 However You are just
in all that has come on us; for You
have dealt truly, but we have done
wickedly. 34 Neither have our kings,
our princes, our priests, nor our fa-
thers kept Your law, nor listened to
Your commandments and Your testi-
monies that You pronounced against
them. 35 For they have not served You
in their kingdom, and in Your great
goodness that You gave them, and
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in the large and rich land which You
gave before them, neither did they
turn from their wicked works. 36 In-
deed, we are servants this day, and as
for the land that You gave to our fa-
thers to eat its fruit and its good, we
are servants in it. 37 It yields much
increase to the kings whom You have
set over us because of our sins. They
also have power over our bodies, and
over our livestock, at their pleasure,
and we are in great distress. 38 Yet
for all this, we make a sure covenant,
and write it; and our princes, our
Levites, and our priests, seal it.

CHAPTER 10 Nov.22
The People Make a Covenant

ow those who sealed were: Ne-

hemiah the governor, the son
of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Se-
raiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 3 Pash-
hur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush,
Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Mer-
emoth, Obadiah, 6 Daniel, Ginne-
thon, Baruch, 7 Meshullam, Abijah,
Mijamin, 8 Maaziah, Bilgai, She-
maiah; these were the priests. 9 The
Levites: namely, Jeshua the son of
Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Hena-
dad, Kadmiel; 10 and their brothers,
Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah,
Hanan, !l Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,

9:30 Your Spirit through Your prophets — The prophets, whose words we have in the
Bible, were inspired by God through the process of Divine inspiration (2 Tim. 3:16).
Their words which we read in the Bible are thereby God’s words and a channel of His

Spirit to us.

9:37 Faithful men like Nehemiah felt so identified with the sinful people that they
could speak of “our sins”. If we are true members of His people then we will feel the
state of the community as being our state, rather than seeing ourselves as somehow
separate from them. Nehemiah was therefore the first to seal the covenant of repent-

ance (10:1).
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12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
13 Hodiah, Bani, Beninu. 14 The
chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pahath-
moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, !5 Bunni,
Azgad, Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Big-
vai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19 Har-
iph, Anathoth, Nobai, 20 Magpiash,
Meshullam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel,
Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan,
Anaiah, 23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Has-
shub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
26 Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluch,
Harim and Baanah. 28 The rest of
the people, the priests, the Levites,
the porters, the singers, the Neth-
inim, and all those who had sepa-
rated themselves from the peoples of
the lands unto the law of God, their
wives, their sons, and their daugh-
ters, each one who had knowledge,
and understanding— 29 they joined
with their brothers, their nobles, and
entered into a curse, and into an oath,
to walk in God’s law, which was giv-
en by Moses the servant of God, and
to observe and do all the command-
ments of Yahweh our Lord, and His
ordinances and His statutes; 30 and
that we would not give our daughters

889

to the peoples of the land, nor take
their daughters for our sons; 31 and if
the peoples of the land bring wares
or any grain on the Sabbath day to
sell, that we would not buy of them
on the Sabbath, or on a holy day; and
that we would forego the seventh
year, and the exaction of every debt.

Various Offerings for the House

of God

32 Also we made ordinances for our-
selves, to charge ourselves yearly
with the third part of a shekel for
the service of the house of our God,
33 for the show bread, and for the
continual meal offering, and for the
continual burnt offering, for the Sab-
baths, for the new moons, for the set
feasts, and for the holy things, and for
the sin offerings to make atonement
for Israel, and for all the work of the
house of our God. 34 We cast lots, the
priests, the Levites, and the people,
for the wood offering, to bring it into
the house of our God, according to
our fathers’ houses, at times appoint-
ed, year by year, to burn on the altar
of Yahweh our God, as it is written in
the law; 35 and to bring the first fruits
of our ground, and the first fruits of

10:28, 29 The people “separated themselves from the peoples of the lands unto the law
of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters... they joined with their brothers”.
Close fellowship with our brethren arises from having gone out fiom the surrounding
world and being separated unto the things of God’s word. The Hebrew idea of “holi-
ness” carries the idea of being separated from the things of this world unto the things
of God. We see that happening here; separation isn’t a merely negative idea. The sepa-
ration is positively unto other things.

Each one who had knowledge, and understanding — See on 8:12.

10:32, 33 The Mosaic Law had required a half shekel temple tax, but this was reduced
here, apparently with God’s blessing — such was His desire to work with them and
have them as His people (Ex. 30:11-16).
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all fruit of all kinds of trees, year by
year, to the house of Yahweh; 36 also
the first born of our sons, and of our
livestock, as it is written in the law,
and the first born of our herds and of
our flocks, to bring to the house of
our God, to the priests who minister
in the house of our God; 37 and that
we should bring the first fruits of our
dough, and our wave offerings, and
the fruit of all kinds of trees, the new
wine and the oil, to the priests, to the
rooms of the house of our God; and
the tithes of our ground to the Lev-
ites; for they, the Levites, take the
tithes in all the cities of our tillage.
38 The priest the son of Aaron shall
be with the Levites, when the Lev-
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ites take tithes; and the Levites shall
bring up the tithe of the tithes to the
house of our God, to the rooms, into
the treasure house. 39 For the chil-
dren of Israel and the children of
Levi shall bring the wave offering of
the grain, of the new wine, and of the
oil, to the rooms, where are the ves-
sels of the sanctuary, and the priests
who minister, and the porters, and
the singers. We will not forsake the
house of our God.

CHAPTER 11 Nov.23
People Who Lived in Jerusalem
he princes of the people lived in
Jerusalem. The rest of the people
also cast lots, to bring one-tenth to

10:39 They divorced their Gentile wives, and then took more (in the times of Ezra,
Nehemiah and Malachi). They vowed not to forsake the house of their God, and yet
Nehemiah concludes with the record that this is exactly what they did (13:11). They
were slack paying the tithes, then they paid them, they slacked again, then they paid
them, then Malachi records how they again didn’t — several times this cycle is record-
ed. Likewise the withholding of agricultural blessing occurred several times — in 5:2,3
(as prophesied in Is. 51:19), in Haggai’s time, and later in Malachi 3:10,12; when the
restored Zion could have been as the garden of Eden, i.e. paradise restored on earth (Is.
51:3). Here we see frightening similarities with ourselves. We know, but often don’t
do. We sense this cycle of failure, crying out for mercy, receiving it, failing again,
crying for mercy, receiving it, failing again...we see it in Israel, in our brethren and
those around us, and in ourselves. We can expound it, lament it, feel the shame and
tragedy of it all...and yet continue to have a part in it. Eventually, the people stayed in
this groove so long that they degenerated into how they were at the time of Malachi —
self-righteous, with no sense of failure any more, living self-centred lives of petty
materialism, earning wages as they did in Haggai’s time, to put into pockets with holes
in, life without satisfaction, achieving nothing, passively angry. This is what Malachi
clearly portrays. It’s a terrible picture, and one which we at times can sail dangerously
close to identifying with.

11:1 Neh. 7:4 obliquely comments on the tragedy — that the city was large and great,
but the people who returned from Babylon were few who lived in it, and the houses
weren’t rebuilt there. When “the time to favour Zion” came, at the end of the 70 years,
God’s servants were to “take pleasure in her stones, and favour [even] the dust there-
of”’; and then, “when the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory” (Ps.
102:13-16). But the few Jews who returned chose not to live in Jerusalem, preferring
to carve out for themselves farmsteads in the countryside, and the strength of those
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dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and
nine- tenths in the other cities. 2 The
people blessed all the men who will-
ingly offered themselves to dwell in
Jerusalem. 3 Now these are the chiefs
of the province who lived in Jerusa-
lem. However, in the cities of Judah
each person lived in his possession
in their cities: Israel, the priests, and
the Levites, and the Nethinim, and
the children of Solomon’s servants.
41In Jerusalem lived some of the chil-
dren of Judah, and of the children of
Benjamin. Of the children of Judah:
Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of
Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the
son of Shephatiah, the son of Maha-
lalel, of the children of Perez; 5 and
Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son
of Colhozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the
son of Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the
son of Zechariah, the son of the Shi-
lonite. 6 All the sons of Perez who
lived in Jerusalem were four hundred
and sixty-eight valiant men. 7 These
are the sons of Benjamin: Sallu the
son of Meshullam, the son of Joed,
the son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolai-
ah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of
Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah. 8 After
him Gabbali, Sallai, nine hundred and
twenty-eight. 9 Joel the son of Zichri
was their overseer; and Judah the
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son of Hassenuah was second over
the city. 10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the
son of Joiarib, Jachin, 11 Seraiah the
son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshul-
lam, the son of Zadok, the son of
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler
of God’s house, 12 and their broth-
ers who did the work of the house,
eight hundred and twenty-two; and
Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son
of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son
of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur, the
son of Malchijah, 13 and his brothers,
chiefs of fathers’ households, two
hundred and forty-two; and Amash-
sai the son of Azarel, the son of
Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the
son of Immer, 14 and their brothers,
mighty men of valour, one hundred
and twenty-eight; and their overseer
was Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim.
15 Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son
of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the
son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni;
16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, of
the chiefs of the Levites, who had
the oversight of the outside business
of God’s house; 17 and Mattaniah the
son of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the
son of Asaph, who was the praise
leader who began the thanksgiving
in prayer, and Bakbukiah, the second
among his brothers; and Abda the son

that shifted the rubble in Jerusalem decayed... they saw her dust and scattered stones
as a nuisance, and didn’t take pleasure in them (4:10). And so the Lord could not then
appear in glory. Short term attitudes, satisfied with our little lives and homes, rather
than the bigger picture of God’s glory, a failure to perceive our potential as individuals
and as a community — this is what limits so many possibilities which God has poten-
tially enabled. God was therefore especially sensitive to those who had the faith to live
in Jerusalem, and for millennia He has recorded their names and brought them before
Bible readers — hence the detailed list of their names in this chapter. Note that the list
of names of those who lived in the towns outside Jerusalem isn’t so detailed (:25-33).
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of Shammua, the son of Galal, the
son of Jeduthun. 18 All the Levites in
the holy city were two hundred and
eighty-four. 19 Moreover the porters,
Akkub, Talmon, and their brothers,
who kept watch at the gates, were
one hundred and seventy-two. 20 The
rest of Israel, of the priests, the Lev-
ites, were in all the cities of Judah,
each one in his inheritance. 2! But the
Nethinim lived in Ophel; and Ziha
and Gishpa were over the Nethinim.
22 The overseer also of the Levites at
Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani,
the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mat-
taniah, the son of Mica, of the sons
of Asaph, the singers, over the busi-
ness of God’s house. 23 For there was
a commandment from the king con-
cerning them, and a settled provision
for the singers, as every day required.
24 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel,
of the children of Zerah the son of
Judah, was at the king’s hand in all
matters concerning the people.

Other Places Where People Settled

25 As for the villages, with their
fields, some of the children of Judah
lived in Kiriath Arba and its towns,
and in Dibon and its towns, and in
Jekabzeel and its villages, 26 and in
Jeshua, and in Moladah, and Beth
Pelet, 27 and in Hazar Shual, and in
Beersheba and its towns, 28 and in
Ziklag, and in Meconah and in its
towns, 29 and in En Rimmon, and in
Zorah, and in Jarmuth, 30 Zanoah,
Adullam, and their villages, Lachish
and its fields, Azekah and its towns.
So they encamped from Beersheba
to the valley of Hinnom. 31 The chil-
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dren of Benjamin also lived from
Geba onward, at Michmash and Aija,
and at Bethel and its towns, 32 at
Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 33 Hazor,
Ramah, Gittaim, 34 Hadid, Zeboim,
Neballat, 35 Lod, and Ono, the val-
ley of craftsmen. 36 Of the Levites,
certain divisions in Judah settled in
Benjamin’s territory.

CHAPTER 12 Nov.24
List of Priests and Levites

ow these are the priests and

the Levites who went up with
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3 She-
caniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 4 Iddo,
Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5 Mijamin, Maa-
diah, Bilgah, ¢ Shemaiah, and Joi-
arib, Jedaiah. 7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah,
Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of the
priests and of their brothers in the
days of Jeshua. 8 Moreover the Lev-
ites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Shere-
biah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who was
the praise leader, he and his brothers.
9 Also Bakbukiah and Unno, their
brothers, were over against them
according to their offices. 10 Jeshua
became the father of Joiakim, and
Joiakim became the father of Eliash-
ib, and Eliashib became the father
of Joiada, 11 and Joiada became the
father of Jonathan, and Jonathan be-
came the father of Jaddua. 12 In the
days of Joiakim there were priests,
heads of fathers’ households: of
Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Ha-
naniah; 13 of Ezra, Meshullam; of
Amariah, Jehohanan; 14 of Malluchi,
Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 15 of
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Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai;
16 of Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon,
Meshullam; 17 of Abijah, Zichri; of
Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai; 18 of
Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah,
Jehonathan; 19 and of Joiarib, Mat-
tenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20 of Sallai,
Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 2! of Hilkiah,
Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanel.
22 As for the Levites, in the days of
Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and
Jaddua, there were recorded the
heads of fathers’ households; also
the priests, in the reign of Darius the
Persian. 23 The sons of Levi, heads
of fathers’ households, were written
in the book of the chronicles, even
until the days of Johanan the son of
Eliashib. 24 The chiefs of the Levites:
Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua
the son of Kadmiel, with their broth-
ers over against them, to praise and
give thanks, according to the com-
mandment of David the man of God,
watch next to watch. 25 Mattaniah,
and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshul-
lam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters
keeping the watch at the storehouses
of the gates. 26 These were in the
days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua,
the son of Jozadak, and in the days
of Nehemiah the governor, and of
Ezra the priest the scribe.

The Wall of Jerusalem Is Dedicated
27 At the dedication of the wall of
Jerusalem they sought the Levites
out of all their places, to bring them
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to Jerusalem, to keep the dedica-
tion with gladness, both with giv-
ing thanks, and with singing, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and
with harps. 28 The sons of the sing-
ers gathered themselves together,
both out of the plain around Jerusa-
lem, and from the villages of the Ne-
tophathites; 29 also from Beth Gilgal,
and out of the fields of Geba and Az-
maveth. The singers had built them-
selves villages around Jerusalem.
30 The priests and the Levites puri-
fied themselves; and they purified the
people, and the gates, and the wall.
31 Then I brought up the princes of
Judah on the wall, and appointed two
great companies who gave thanks
and went in procession. One went
on the right hand on the wall toward
the dung gate; 32 and after them went
Hoshaiah, and half of the princes
of Judah, 33 and Azariah, Ezra, and
Meshullam, 34 Judah, and Benjamin,
and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah, 35 and
some of the priests’ sons with trum-
pets: Zechariah the son of Jonathan,
the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mat-
taniah, the son of Micaiah, the son
of Zaccur, the son of Asaph; 36 and
his brothers, Shemaiah, and Azarel,
Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, and
Judah, Hanani, with the musical in-
struments of David the man of God;
and Ezra the scribe was before them.
37 By the spring gate, and straight be-
fore them, they went up by the stairs
of the city of David, at the ascent of

12:30 Those who purify others must firstly purify themselves. Whatever spiritual
work we try to do for others must be based upon our first having achieved it in our
own lives; otherwise our appeal to others will lack integrity and power of persuasion.
In our context, our purification is through baptism into Christ.
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the wall, above the house of David,
even to the water gate eastward.
38 The other company of those who
gave thanks went to meet them, and
I after them, with the half of the peo-
ple, on the wall, above the tower of
the furnaces, even to the broad wall,
39 and above the gate of Ephraim,
and by the old gate, and by the fish
gate, and the tower of Hananel, and
the tower of Hammeah, even to the
sheep gate; and they stood still in
the gate of the guard. 40 So stood the
two companies of those who gave
thanks in God’s house, and I, and
the half of the rulers with me; 4! and
the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Mini-
amin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah,
and Hananiah, with trumpets; 42 and
Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Elea-
zar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and
Malchijah, and Elam, and Ezer. The
singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah
their overseer. 43 They offered great
sacrifices that day, and rejoiced; for
God had made them rejoice with
great joy; and the women also and
the children rejoiced; so that the joy
of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.
44 On that day were men appointed
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over the rooms for the treasures, for
the wave offerings, for the first fruits,
and for the tithes, to gather into them,
according to the fields of the cities,
the portions appointed by the law for
the priests and Levites; for Judah re-
joiced for the priests and for the Lev-
ites who waited. 45 They performed
the duty of their God, and the duty of
the purification, and so did the singers
and the porters, according to the com-
mandment of David, and of Solomon
his son. 46 For in the days of David
and Asaph of old there was a chief of
the singers, and songs of praise and
thanksgiving to God. 47 All Israel in
the days of Zerubbabel, and in the
days of Nehemiah, gave the portions
of the singers and the porters, as
every day required: and they set apart
that which was for the Levites; and
the Levites set apart that which was
for the sons of Aaron.

CHAPTER 13 Nov.25

The Mixed Multitude Separated

from Israel

On that day they read in the book
of Moses in the audience of the

people; and therein was found writ-

12:39 Ez. 48:31-34 envisaged the 12 gates of Jerusalem being named after the 12
tribes of Israel. But it seems no accident that twelve separate gates of the city are
mentioned in the restoration record — but they weren’t renamed after the tribes of Is-
rael. Here are the names of the city gates in Nehemiah: valley (3:13); horse (3:28);
east (3:29); Miphkad / muster (3:31); water (8:16); dung (12:31); fountain (12:37);
Ephraim, old, fish, sheep and prison gates (12:39). No wonder some wept when the
rebuilt temple was finally dedicated — the pattern of Ezekiel’s vision hadn’t been fol-
lowed, even on such basic matters as the names of the twelve gates of Jerusalem. They
could have renamed them, but lacked the willingness to see God’s prophetic word as
relevant in detail to their lives, just as we can wish to constantly place a distance be-
tween God’s word, the black print on white paper, and our lives today.

12:43 They... rejoiced; for God had made them rejoice with great joy — God is able
and willing to confirm us in the mental attitudes we choose to have.
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ten, that an Ammonite and a Moabite
should not enter into the assembly of
God forever, 2 because they didn’t
meet the children of Israel with bread
and with water, but hired Balaam
against them, to curse them; how-
ever our God turned the curse into a
blessing. 3 It came to pass, when they
had heard the law, that they separated
from Israel all the mixed multitude.

Nehemiah Makes Other Changes

4Now before this, Eliashib the priest,
who was appointed over the rooms
of the house of our God, being allied
to Tobiah, 5 had prepared for him a
great room, where before they laid
the meal offerings, the frankincense,
and the vessels, and the tithes of the
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grain, the new wine, and the oil,
which were given by commandment
to the Levites, and the singers, and
the porters; and the wave offerings
for the priests. 6 But in all this, I was
not at Jerusalem; for in the two and
thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of
Babylon I went to the king: and after
certain days asked I leave of the king.
7 When I returned to Jerusalem, and
understood the evil that Eliashib had
done for Tobiah, in preparing him a
room in the courts of God’s house,
8 it grieved me severely: therefore
I cast forth all the household stuff
of Tobiah out of the room. 9 Then I
commanded, and they cleansed the
rooms; and there brought I again
the vessels of God’s house, with the

13:1 Their ignorance of God’s word seems amazing (cp. 8:17). This may partly be
because in an illiterate society, access to God’s word depended upon the few literate
ones reading it and faithfully explaining it to them. We note that despite ignorance of
parts of God’s word, and thereby disobedience to them (and sins of ignorance were
still counted as sins), God still accepted them. This shouldn’t lead us to personal com-
placency, but to tolerance and patience with those who are disobedient to and even
ignorant of parts of God’s word.

13:7-9 In the restored Kingdom, there were to be “holy chambers” in the temple for
the Levites (Ez. 46:19 and very often in Ezekiel 40-48). The uncircumcised Gentiles
were not to be brought into the sanctuary (Ez. 44:7). It was God’s intention that when
Judah returned from Babylon, the uncircumcised would not come into Zion (the tem-
ple), and the Kingdom would be established (Is. 52:1,11). There was to be no Ca-
naanite in the house of Yahweh (Zech. 14:21). Yet Tobiah the Ammonite was given a
chamber in the temple for him to use as an office for undermining God’s people. All
this wasted potential is so tragic; and if it is to us who read from such a great distance
in time and understanding, how much more was it for God. We can therefore sense
His eagerness to work with us who have vowed to be His new Israel and become the
seed of Abraham through baptism (Gal. 3:27-29).

13:8 It grieved me severely — Hearts that bleed will feel not only for the world, but for
our brethren too. His grief'led him to discipline Tobiah. Grief should likewise be the
motive for ecclesial discipline today (as in 1 Cor. 5:2). The same word is translated
“sad” in 2:3. The King observed that his “sorrow of heart” was written all over his
face, even though he was trying to conceal it. His sadness for his weak people was en-
graved in his body language. Instead of being naggingly critical of our brethren, there
should be this genuine grief.
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meal offerings and the frankincense.
10T perceived that the portions of the
Levites had not been given them; so
that the Levites and the singers, who
did the work, had fled everyone to
his field. 1! Then I contended with
the rulers and said, Why is God’s
house forsaken? I gathered them to-
gether, and set them in their place.
12 Then brought all Judah the tithe of
the grain and the new wine and the
oil to the treasuries. 13 I made treas-
urers over the treasuries, Shelemiah
the priest, and Zadok the scribe,
and of the Levites, Pedaiah. Next to
them was Hanan the son of Zaccur,
the son of Mattaniah; for they were
counted faithful, and their business
was to distribute to their brothers.
14 Remember me, my God, concern-
ing this, and don’t wipe out my good
deeds that [ have done for the house
of my God, and for its observances.

Abuses of the Sabbath

15 In those days I saw in Judah some
men treading winepresses on the
Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves,
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and loading donkeys; as also wine,
grapes, and figs, and all kinds of bur-
dens, which they brought into Jeru-
salem on the Sabbath day: and I testi-
fied against them in the day in which
they sold food. 16 There also lived
men of Tyre therein, who brought in
fish and all kinds of wares, and sold
on the Sabbath to the children of Ju-
dah, and in Jerusalem. 17 Then I con-
tended with the nobles of Judah and
said to them, What evil thing is this
that you do, and profane the Sabbath
day? 18 Didn’t your fathers do thus,
and didn’t our God bring all this evil
on us, and on this city? Yet you bring
more wrath on Israel by profaning
the Sabbath.

The Sabbath Sanctified

191t came to pass that, when the gates
of Jerusalem began to be dark before
the Sabbath, I commanded that the
doors should be shut, and command-
ed that they should not be opened
until after the Sabbath. I set some of
my servants over the gates, so that
no burden should be brought in on

13:17, 18 The house of the restored Kingdom was not to be profaned (Ez. 44:7); but
Judah profaned the Sabbath and profaned the temple by their marriage with Gentiles
and their “weariness” with the temple ordinances (Mal. 1:12; 2:10,11). They got bored
with the things of the Kingdom, and so they had no part in it.

13:19 Is. 60:10,11 had foretold: “And the sons of strangers shall build up your walls,
and their kings shall minister unto you [as happened in the decree of Cyrus]...There-
fore your gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night”; and
then as Ez. 43 had also described, “I will glorify the house of My glory” (Is. 60:7). But
due to the Jews’ abuse of the Sabbath and their refusal to believe Yahweh would be the
promised wall of protecting fire to them, the gates could not be open continually, and
had to be shut at night (see too 7:3). And Antiochus quite soon after Nehemiah’s time
destroyed them [which shows how the spirituality involved in what we do, e.g. the
building of the wall, is the essential thing, rather than the achievement of anything in
itself]. The implication of the prophecies about Zion’s open gates was that whosoever
wished could then come at any time to seek Yahweh. But men were potentially turned
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the Sabbath day. 20 So the merchants
and sellers of all kinds of wares
lodged outside of Jerusalem once
or twice. 2! Then I testified against
them and said to them, Why do you
stay around the wall? If you do so
again, [ will lay hands on you. From
that time on, they didn’t come on the
Sabbath. 221 commanded the Levites
that they should purify themselves,
and that they should come and keep
the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath
day. Remember me, my God, for this
also, and spare me according to the
greatness of Your loving grace.

Foreign Influences Removed

23 In those days I also saw Jews who
had married women of Ashdod, of
Ammon, and of Moab: 24 and their
children spoke half in the speech of
Ashdod, and could not speak in the
Jews’ language, but according to the
language of each people. 251 contend-
ed with them and cursed them, and
struck certain of them, and plucked
off their hair, and made them swear
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by God, You shall not give your
daughters to their sons, nor take their
daughters for your sons, or for your-
selves. 26 Didn’t Solomon king of Is-
rael sin by these things? Yet among
many nations was there no king like
him that was beloved of his God, and
God made him king over all Israel.
Nevertheless foreign women caused
even him to sin. 27 Shall we then lis-
ten to you to do all this great evil, in
breaking covenant with our God in
marrying foreign wives? 28 One of
the sons of Joiada, the son of Eli-
ashib the high priest, was son-in-law
to Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I
chased him from me. 29 Remember
them, my God, because they have de-
filed the priesthood, and the covenant
of the priesthood, and of the Levites.
30 Thus I cleansed them from all for-
eigners, and appointed duties for the
priests and for the Levites, each one
in his work; 3! and for the wood of-
fering, at times appointed, and for the
first fruits. Remember me, my God,
for good.

away from Him, and His Kingdom not realized... just because greedy, materialistic
Jews wanted to have a few more coins in their pocket as a result of their trading on
the Sabbath. And so with us, our meanness towards God’s word, our selfishness, our
desire to have more than we need to cover us in the case of any eventuality, all this
effectively shuts up the Kingdom against men. If the Pharisees could do just this, it is
possible for us to do it. The salvation of others has been delegated into our hands.
13:19, 20 Ez. 46:3 had predicted that “The people of the land shall worship at the door
of this gate before the Yahweh in the Sabbaths and in the new moons”. But encour-
aged by the materialism of the Jews, “the people of the land” hung around the gates
of the city on the Sabbath in order to do some trading of goods. Petty materialism was
one factor which led even to Christ’s betrayal; and it so easily does so time and again
in the lives of God’s children.

13:27 Nehemiah stridently criticized Israel for yet again marrying Gentiles. He described
their action as “breaking covenant with our God in marrying strange wives”; the Lev-
ites likewise “defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the priesthood” (:29) by their
marriages. Marriage out of the Faith is this serious; it is a breaking covenant with God.
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CHAPTER 1 Nov.26
The King Makes a Feast

ow it happened in the days of

Ahasuerus (this is Ahasuerus
who reigned from India even to Ethi-
opia, over one hundred and twenty-
seven provinces), 2 that in those days,
when the King Ahasuerus sat on the
throne of his kingdom which was
in Shushan the palace, 3 in the third
year of his reign, he made a feast for
all his princes and his servants; the
powerful ones of Persia and Media,
the nobles and princes of the provinc-
es, being before him. 4 He displayed
the riches of his glorious kingdom
and the honour of his excellent maj-
esty many days, even one hundred
and eighty days. 5 When those days
were fulfilled, the king made a seven
day feast for all the people who were
present in Shushan the palace, both
great and small, in the court of the
garden of the king’s palace. 6 There

were hangings of white, green and
blue material, fastened with cords of
fine linen and purple to silver rings
and marble pillars. The couches were
of gold and silver, on a pavement of
red, white, yellow and black marble.
7 They gave them ample drinks in
golden vessels of various kinds, in-
cluding the wine of the kingdom, ac-
cording to the bounty of the king. 8 In
accordance with the law, the drinking
was not compulsory; for so the king
had instructed all the officials of his
house, that they should do accord-
ing to every man’s pleasure. 9 Also
Vashti the queen made a feast for the
women in the royal house which be-
longed to King Ahasuerus.

Queen Vashti Disobeys the King

10 On the seventh day, when the
heart of the king was merry with
wine, he commanded Mehuman,
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha,

1:6 The language here is exactly that used about God’s tabernacle and temple. The
cups used in :7 may well have been those taken from Yahweh’s temple in Jerusa-
lem (Jer. 52:19; Dan. 5:2). The Persian empire is therefore being presented as a fake
Kingdom of God on earth. God’s people living there had to break from it and obey
the command to return to the desolate land of Judah and rebuild God’s true King-
dom there. We have the same call in responding to the Gospel today, in leaving this
world, which appears to be God’s Kingdom but isn’t, and take the hard, self-sacrificial
journey in life towards His true Kingdom which will be re-established on earth at
Christ’s return. “His glorious kingdom” (:4) uses the same two Hebrew words as in
Ps. 145:11,12, where we read [in a Psalm that may well have been written or used by
the righteous remnant in Babylon] that it is Yahweh God of Israel who has a Kingdom
of glory, and who ultimately hears the cry of His people in distress, as Ahasuerus did.
The Kingdom of Media and Persia had books in which the good and bad deeds of the
citizens were written (10:2); and so in the one true Kingdom, there are ‘books’ from
which the ultimate King will judge His people. Clearly, the Kingdom of Ahasuerus is
being set up as an anti-Kingdom of God, with an antichrist figure ruling it, faking the
Kingdom of God.
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Zethar and Carcass, the seven eu-
nuchs who served in the presence of
Ahasuerus the king, !1 to bring Vash-
ti the queen before the king with the
royal crown, to show the people and
the princes her beauty; for she was
beautiful. 12 But the queen Vashti
refused to come at the king’s com-
mandment by the eunuchs. Therefore
the king was very angry, and his an-
ger burned in him. 13 Then the king
said to the wise men who knew the
times, (for it was the king’s custom
to consult those who knew law and
judgement; 14 and those next to him
were Carshena, Shethar, Admatha,
Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Me-
mucan, the seven princes of Per-
sia and Media, who saw the king’s
face, and sat first in the kingdom),
IS What shall we do to the queen
Vashti according to law, because she
has not done the bidding of the King
Ahasuerus by the eunuchs? 16 Me-
mucan answered before the king
and the princes, Vashti the queen
has not done wrong to only the
king, but also to all the princes, and
to all the people who are in all the
provinces of the King Ahasuerus.
17 For this deed of the queen will
become known to all women, caus-
ing them to show contempt for their
husbands when it is reported, ‘King
Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the
queen to be brought in before him,
but she didn’t come’. 18 Today, the
princesses of Persia and Media who
have heard of the queen’s deed will
likewise tell all the king’s princes.
This will cause much contempt and
wrath.
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The King’s Decree

19 If it please the king, let a royal
commandment go from him and let
it be written among the laws of the
Persians and the Medes, so that it
cannot be altered, that Vashti may
never again come before King Ahas-
uerus; and let the king give her royal
estate to another who is better than
she. 20 When the king’s decree which
he shall make is published through-
out all his kingdom (for it is great),
all the wives will give their husbands
honour, both great and small. 2! This
advice pleased the king and the
princes, and the king did according
to the word of Memucan: 22 for he
sent letters into all the king’s prov-
inces, into every province according
to its writing, and to every people
in their language, that every man
should rule his own house, and that it
should be published in the language
of each people.

CHAPTER 2 Nov.27
The King Seeks a New Queen

fter these things, when the wrath

of King Ahasuerus was paci-
fied, he remembered Vashti and what
she had done, and what was decreed
against her. 2 Then the king’s serv-
ants who served him said, Let beau-
tiful young virgins be sought for the
king. 3 Let the king appoint officers
in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather together all the
beautiful young virgins to the citadel
of Susa, to the women’s house, to the
custody of Hegai the king’s eunuch,
keeper of the women. Let cosmetics
be given them; 4 and let the maiden
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who pleases the king be queen in-
stead of Vashti. The thing pleased the
king, and he did so.

Mordecai and Esther

5 There was a certain Jew in the cita-
del of Susa, whose name was Mor-
decai, son of Jair, son of Shimei, son
of Kish a Benjamite, ¢ who had been
carried away from Jerusalem with
the captives who had been carried
away with Jeconiah king of Judah,
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king
of Babylon had carried away. 7 He
brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther,
his uncle’s daughter; for she had nei-
ther father nor mother. The maiden
was fair and beautiful; and when her
father and mother were dead, Mor-
decai took her for his own daugh-
ter. 8 So it happened that when the
king’s commandment and his decree
was heard, and when many maidens
were gathered together to the citadel
of Susa, to the custody of Hegai, Es-
ther was taken into the king’s house,
to the custody of Hegai, keeper of
the women. 9 The maiden pleased
him, and she obtained kindness from
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him. He quickly gave her cosmet-
ics and her portions of food, and the
seven choice maidens who were to
be given her out of the king’s house.
He moved her and her maidens to
the best place in the women’s house.
10 Esther had not made known her
people nor her relatives, because
Mordecai had instructed her that she
should not make it known. 11 Morde-
cai walked every day in front of the
court of the women’s house, to find
out how Esther was doing, and what
would become of her.

Esther Is Made Queen

12 Each young woman’s turn came
to go in to King Ahasuerus after her
purification for twelve months (for
so were the days of their purification
accomplished, six months with oil
of myrrh, and six months with sweet
fragrances and with preparations for
beautifying women). 13 The young
woman then came to the king like
this: whatever she desired was given
her to go with her out of the wom-
en’s house to the king’s house. 14 In
the evening she went, and on the

2:5 Mordecai — So much of later Isaiah is taken up with mockery and criticism of the
Babylonian gods and the Marduk cult. The book of Esther, with Mordecai as the joint
hero, named as he was after Marduk, demonstrates how caught up were the Jews with
the Babylonian gods. Ezekiel repeatedly reveals the idolatry of the Jewish captives.
Isaiah was therefore an appeal for the Jews to quit the Marduk cult and believe in the
radical prophecies about the overthrow of Babylon. The situation is analogous to how
the New Testament is full of references to the Roman imperial cult of empire worship.
So much of the Bible is like Isaiah and the New Testament — a radical, counter-cultural
call to see our present world for what it is, and to perceive that the ways of God simply
can’t be mixed in, watered down or compromised with the way of this world.

2:7 ‘Esther’ in Persian means ‘star’ and appears a reference to Ishtar or to the Persian
stara, or ‘star’, the Babylonian goddess of love. Even her Hebrew name Hadassah
means ‘myrtle’, a tree which is a native of Babylon, not Israel.

2:9 See on 4:1-3.
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next day she returned into the second
women’s house, to the custody of
Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who
kept the concubines. She came in to
the king no more, unless the king de-
lighted in her, and she was called by
name. 15 Now when the turn of Es-
ther, the daughter of Abihail the un-
cle of Mordecai, who had taken her
for his daughter, came to go in to the
king, she required nothing but what
Hegai the king’s eunuch, the keeper
of the women, advised. Esther ob-
tained favour in the sight of all those
who looked at her. 16 So Esther was
taken to King Ahasuerus into his roy-
al house in the tenth month, which
is the month Tebeth, in the seventh
year of his reign. 17 The king loved
Esther more than all the women, and
she obtained favour and kindness in
his sight more than all the virgins;
so that he set the royal crown on her
head, and made her queen instead
of Vashti. 18 Then the king made a
great feast for all his princes and his
servants, even Esther’s feast; and he
proclaimed a holiday in the prov-
inces, and gave gifts according to the
king’s bounty.

Mordecai Saves the King’s Life

19 When the virgins were gathered
together the second time, Mordecai
was sitting in the king’s gate. 20 Es-
ther had not yet made known her
relatives nor her people, as Morde-
cai had commanded her; for Esther
obeyed Mordecai, like she did when
she was brought up by him. 21 In
those days, while Mordecai was sit-
ting in the king’s gate, two of the
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king’s eunuchs who were doorkeep-
ers, Bigthan and Teresh, were angry,
and sought to lay hands on the King
Ahasuerus. 22 This thing became
known to Mordecai, who informed
Esther the queen; and Esther in-
formed the king in Mordecai’s name.
23 When this matter was investigated,
and it was found to be so, they were
both hanged on a tree; and it was
written in the book of the chronicles
in the king’s presence.

CHAPTER 3 Nov.28
Haman Seeks to Destroy the Jews
fter these things King Ahasu-
erus promoted Haman the son
of Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
all the princes who were with him.
2 All the king’s servants who were
in the king’s gate bowed down, and
paid homage to Haman; for the king
had so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai didn’t bow down or
pay him homage. 3 Then the king’s
servants who were in the king’s
gate said to Mordecai, Why do you
disobey the king’s commandment?
4 Now it came to pass, when they
spoke daily to him and he didn’t lis-
ten to them, that they told Haman,
to see whether Mordecai’s position
would stand; for he had told them
that he was a Jew. 5 When Haman
saw that Mordecai didn’t bow down
nor pay him homage, Haman was
full of wrath. 6 But he scorned the
thought of laying hands on Morde-
cai alone, for they had made known
to him Mordecai’s people. There-
fore Haman sought to destroy all
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the Jews who were throughout the
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even
Mordecai’s people. 7 In the first
month, which is the month Nisan,
in the twelfth year of King Ahasu-
erus, they cast Pur, that is, the lot,
before Haman from day to day, and
from month to month, and chose the
twelfth month, which is the month
Adar. 8 Haman said to King Ahasu-
erus, There is a certain people scat-
tered abroad and dispersed among
the peoples in all the provinces of
your kingdom, and their laws are
different from other people’s. They
don’t keep the king’s laws. There-
fore it is not for the king’s profit to
allow them to remain. 9 If it pleases
the king, let it be written that they be
destroyed; and I will pay ten thou-
sand talents of silver into the hands
of those who are in charge of the

ESTHER 3:6-3:12

king’s business, to bring it into the
king’s treasuries.

The Decree to Destroy the Jews

10 The king took his ring from his
hand, and gave it to Haman the son
of Hammedatha the Agagite, the
Jews’ enemy. !l The king said to
Haman, The silver is given to you,
the people also, to do with them as
it seems good to you. 12 Then the
king’s scribes were called in on the
first month, on the thirteenth day of
the month; and all that Haman com-
manded was written to the king’s sat-
raps and to the governors who were
over every province, and to the princ-
es of every people, to every province
according to its writing, and to every
people in their language. It was writ-
ten in the name of King Ahasuerus,
and it was sealed with the king’s ring.

3:7 See on 4:1-3; 7:8. Haman decided on his plan to kill the Jews in the first month,
Nisan, but his roll of the dice dictated that he execute it in the 12" month. This gave
the Jews and Esther / Mordecai nearly a whole year to try to get out of the situa-
tion. The fact this plan was made around Jewish Passover time [hence the mention of
the month Nisan] perhaps suggested to the thoughtful that God would work a similar
Passover deliverance as He had from Egypt. Here we see providence, a Divine hand
intervening (Prov. 16:33). And that Divine hand intervenes and works even through
our own failure.

3:9 It’s apparent that the Jews were no longer sitting weeping by the rivers of Baby-
lon, but had become influential and wealthy throughout the empire — hence Haman’s
desire to kill and plunder them. The vast sum he offered to the King for permission to
do this was presumably on the basis that a percentage of the plunder would be given to
the King; for Herodotus estimated Haman’s offer to approximate to two thirds of the
annual income of the Persian empire. The only way he could realistically have offered
this would’ve been on the basis that the Jews were wealthy and he would totally plun-
der them. Hence when the whole plan was reversed, the Jews were allowed to plunder
their enemies (8:11). They certainly didn’t take any wealth with them into captivity;
they must have experienced meteoric prosperity and success in all their business deal-
ings. Hence their desire to materially support the exiles who wished to return, but
most of them were too caught up in the good life to heed the call to come out from
Babylon / Persia. And we, faced with that same call in these last days, must enquire
whether we’re not the same.
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13 Letters were sent by couriers into
all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to
kill, and to cause to perish all Jews,
both young and old, little children
and women, in one day, even on the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month Adar, and to
plunder their possessions. 14 A copy
of the letter, that the decree should
be given out in every province, was
published to all the peoples, that they
should be prepared against that day.
IS The couriers went forth in haste
by the king’s commandment, and the
decree was given out in the citadel of
Susa. The king and Haman sat down
to drink; but the city of Shushan was
perplexed.

CHAPTER 4 Nov.28

Mordecai Informs Esther about the

King’s Decree

Now when Mordecai found out
all that was done, Mordecai
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tore his clothes and put on sackcloth
with ashes, and went out into the
midst of the city, and wailed loudly
and a bitterly. 2 He came even before
the king’s gate; for no one was al-
lowed inside the king’s gate clothed
with sackcloth. 3 In every province,
wherever the king’s commandment
and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, and fast-
ing, weeping and wailing; and many
lay in sackcloth and ashes. 4 Esther’s
maidens and her eunuchs came and
told her this, and the queen was ex-
ceedingly grieved. She sent clothing
to Mordecai, to replace his sackcloth;
but he didn’t receive it. 5 Then Esther
called for Hathach, one of the king’s
eunuchs, whom he had appointed to
attend her, and commanded him to
go to Mordecai, to find out what this
was, and why it was. 6 So Hathach
went out to Mordecai, to the city
square which was before the king’s

3:13 The decree was made to “destroy... and cause to perish” the Jews throughout
the provinces of Persia / Babylon (3:13; 7:4). This phrase uses the two Hebrew words
which we find together three times in the list of curses to be brought upon a disobedi-
ent Israel (Dt. 28:20,51,63). Yet by her wonderful self-sacrificial mediation, Esther
brought about the deferment and even annulment of those justifiable curses. God’s
prophetic word was again changed — due to a mediator, who of course pointed both
backwards to Moses, and forwards to the Lord Jesus. God is so eager to save us that
He is willing to change His stated purpose about sinners.

4:1-3 The complete absence of God’s Name in Esther indicates how they had forgot-
ten the Name of their God in Babylon. It’s also odd that there is no mention of prayer
in the story — when prayer was the obvious recourse of God’s people. The omission is
so obvious — as if to point out that the Jews were not the prayerful community which
they should’ve been. When we read of Mordecai rending his clothes and putting on
sackcloth and ashes, we expect to read of him praying — for prayer accompanies those
two things in 2 Kings 19:1-4 and Joel 1:14. Even Esther appears to accept her possible
destruction in a fatalistic way rather than in faith — “If I perish, I perish” (:16). There’s
a contrast with Daniel, who gathered his friends and gave himself to prayer before
going in to the King; she gathered her friends and asked them to fast, but there’s no
specific mention of prayer. What she did was brave, but it seems to be more human
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gate. 7 Mordecai told him of all that
had happened to him, and the exact
sum of money that Haman had prom-
ised to pay to the king’s treasuries
for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He
also gave him the copy of the writ-
ing of the decree that was given out
in Shushan to destroy them, to show
it to Esther, and to declare it to her,
and to urge her to go in to the king
to make supplication to him, to make
request before him for her people.

Messages between Mordecai and
Esther

9 Hathach came and told Esther the
words of Mordecai. 10 Then Esther
spoke to Hathach and gave him a
message to Mordecai: 11 All the
king’s servants and the people of the
king’s provinces know that whoever,

ESTHER 4:6-4:16

whether man or woman, comes to the
king into the inner court without be-
ing invited, there is one law for him,
that he be put to death; except those
to whom the king might hold out the
golden sceptre, that he may live. I
have not been called to come in to the
king these thirty days. 12 They told to
Mordecai Esther’s words. 13 Then
Mordecai asked them to return an-
swer to Esther, Don’t think to your-
self that you will escape in the king’s
house any more than all the Jews.
14 For if you remain silent now, then
relief and deliverance will come to
the Jews from another place, but you
and your father’s house will perish.
Who knows if you haven’t come to
the kingdom for such a time as this?
15 Then Esther asked them to answer
Mordecai, 16 Go, gather together all

bravery than an act of spiritual faith. The omission of any mention of prayer seems
intentional — to highlight that the Jewish community were simply not prayerful as they
should’ve been. The book of Esther was surely to encourage the Jews that despite their
weakness, God was prepared to work with them. Esther appears to have slept with
[‘went in unto’] the King before he married her; eaten unclean food (2:9; cp. Dan. 1:5,
8), and finally married a Gentile. And she didn’t tell her husband that she was Jewish
for the first 5 years of their marriage (2:16; 3:7). It’s almost certain that she would’ve
acted like a Persian woman religiously in order for this to be the case; she certainly
wasn’t an observant keeper of the Mosaic law. She’s almost set up in contrast with
Daniel, who refused to defile himself in these ways and maintained his conscience in
the same environment at whatever cost. But the point of Esther is to show that God
was eager to work with such as Esther, He hadn’t quit on His people. And of course if
Esther and Mordecai had done the right thing and returned to Judah as commanded,
the whole situation would never have arisen, and there would’ve been no Jews left in
Babylon to persecute. It seems that the history in the book of Esther is an example of
how God sent ‘fishers and hunters’ to encourage the Jews to return as He commanded
them (Jer. 16:16) — but even then, they didn’t.

4:8 God had said that He would cast Judah out of their land, they would go to Babylon
and serve other gods there, “where I will not show you favour” (Jer. 16:13). But actu-
ally Esther and her people were shown favour there [s.w. Esther 4:8; 8:5]. God was
gracious [s.w. ‘show favour’] to those in exile (Is. 30:18,9; Am. 5:15; Mal. 1:9). Here
we see God’s pure grace to His weak people.

4:16 See on :1-3.
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the Jews who are present in Shushan
and fast for me, and neither eat nor
drink three days, night or day. I and
my maidens will also fast the same
way. Then I will go in to the king,
which is against the law; and if I per-
ish, I perish. 17 So Mordecai went his
way, and did according to all that Es-
ther had commanded him.

CHAPTER 5 Nov.29
Esther Invites the King and Haman
to a Banquet

ow it happened on the third

day that Esther put on her roy-
al clothing, and stood in the inner
court of the king’s house, next to
the king’s house. The king sat on his
royal throne in the royal house, next
to the entrance of the house. 2 When
the king saw Esther the queen stand-
ing in the court, she obtained favour
in his sight; and the king held out to
Esther the golden sceptre that was in
his hand. So Esther came near, and
touched the top of the sceptre. 3 Then
the king asked her, What would you
like, queen Esther? What is your
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request? It shall be given you even
to the half of the kingdom. 4 Esther
said, If it seems good to the king, let
the king come with Haman today to
the banquet that I have prepared for
him. 5 Then the king said, Bring Ha-
man quickly, so that it may be done
as Esther has said. So the king and
Haman came to the banquet that Es-
ther had prepared. ¢ The king said to
Esther at the banquet of wine, What
is your petition? It shall be granted
you. What is your request? Even to
the half of the kingdom it shall be
performed. 7 Then Esther answered
and said, My petition and my request
is this. 8 If I have found favour in
the sight of the king, and if it please
the king to grant my petition and to
perform my request, let the king and
Haman come to the banquet that I
will prepare for them, and I will do
tomorrow as the king has said.

Haman Plots to Have Mordecai
Hanged

9 Then Haman went out that day joy-
ful and glad of heart, but when Ha-

5:4 When Esther’s nerve failed and she cops out of making her request by asking the
King and Haman to come to a banquet, she finds herself saying: “Let the King come
with Haman today”. The Hebrew text reads: “Ybw” Hmlk Whmn Hywm” — the first
letters of those four Hebrew words spells YHWH, the Name of God which never oc-
curs in the book of Esther. Truly God’s strength is made perfect in human weakness.
In that very moment of failure, the cop out, God was revealed in His essence. And
He proceeded to work through the element of suspense which her request created. ..
to pique the King’s desire to help, and to raise Haman’s pride at having been invited,
so that he would act even more foolishly, leading to his downfall. It could also be
noted that Esther’s entire intercession could so easily have been spoilt if Haman had
suspected her machinations against him. But he didn’t; he felt very honoured to have
been invited by Esther to the banquet, and he boasted about it. In other words, Esther
concealed her true feelings towards him. And where did she learn to do that? Surely in
a lifetime of concealing her true Jewish identity and religious feelings, when actually
she shouldn’t have done so.
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man saw Mordecai in the king’s gate,
that he didn’t stand up nor move for
him, he was filled with wrath against
Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless Haman
restrained himself, and went home.
There, he sent and called for his
friends and Zeresh his wife. 11 Ha-
man recounted to them the glory of
his riches, the multitude of his chil-
dren, all the things in which the king
had promoted him, and how he had
advanced him above the princes and
servants of the king. 12 Haman also
said, Yes, Esther the queen let no
man come in with the king to the
banquet that she had prepared but
myself; and tomorrow I am also in-
vited by her together with the king.
13 Yet all this avails me nothing, so
long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting
at the king’s gate. 14 Then Zeresh his
wife and all his friends said to him,
Let a gallows be made fifty cubits
high, and in the morning speak to the
king about hanging Mordecai on it.
Then go in merrily with the king to
the banquet. This pleased Haman, so
he had the gallows made.

CHAPTER 6 Nov.29
The King Remembers Mordecai

n that night, sleep fled from the

king. He commanded the book
of records of the chronicles to be
brought, and they were read to the
king. 2 It was found written that Mor-
decai had told of Bigthana and Ter-
esh, two of the king’s eunuchs, who
were doorkeepers, who had tried to
lay hands on the King Ahasuerus.
3 The king said, What honour and
dignity has been bestowed on Mor-
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decai for this? Then the king’s serv-
ants who attended him said, Nothing
has been done for him. 4 The king
said, Who is in the court? Now Ha-
man had come into the outer court of
the king’s house, to speak to the king
about hanging Mordecai on the gal-
lows that he had prepared for him.
5 The king’s servants said to him,
Behold, Haman stands in the court.
The king said, Let him come in. ¢ So
Haman came in. The king said to
him, What shall be done to the man
whom the king delights to honour?
Now Haman said in his heart, Who
would the king delight to honour
more than myself? 7 Haman said to
the king, For the man whom the king
delights to honour, 8 let royal cloth-
ing be brought which the king wears,
and the horse that the king rides on,
and on the head of which a crown
royal is set. 9 Let the clothing and the
horse be delivered to the hand of one
of the king’s most noble princes, that
they may array the man whom the
king delights to honour with them,
and have him ride on horseback
through the city square, and proclaim
before him, ‘Thus shall it be done to
the man whom the king delights to
honour!”

Mordecai Is Honoured But Haman
Mourns

10 Then the king said to Haman,
Hurry and take the clothing and the
horse, as you have said, and do this
for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the
king’s gate. Let nothing fail of all
that you have spoken. 1! Then Ha-
man took the clothing and the horse,
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and arrayed Mordecai, and had him
ride through the city square, and pro-
claimed before him, Thus shall it be
done to the man whom the king de-
lights to honour! 12 Mordecai came
back to the king’s gate, but Haman
hurried to his house, mourning and
having his head covered. 13 Haman
recounted to Zeresh his wife and all
his friends everything that had hap-
pened to him. Then his wise men and
Zeresh his wife said to him, If Mor-
decai, before whom you have begun
to fall is of Jewish descent, you will
not prevail against him, but you will
surely fall before him. 14 While they
were yet talking with him, the king’s
eunuchs came, and hurried to bring
Haman to the banquet that Esther
had prepared.

CHAPTER 7 Nov.30
Esther Reveals Haman’s Plot to the
King
o the king and Haman came to
banquet with Esther the queen.
2 The king said again to Esther on
the second day at the banquet of
wine, What is your petition, queen

Esther? It shall be granted you. What
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is your request? Even to the half of
the kingdom it shall be performed.
3 Then Esther the queen answered, If
I have found favour in your sight, O
king, and if it please the king, let my
life be given me at my petition, and
my people at my request. 4 For we
are sold, I and my people, to be de-
stroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But
if we had been sold for bondservants
and bondmaids, I would have held
my peace, although the adversary
could not have compensated for the
king’s loss. 5 Then King Ahasuerus
said to Esther the queen, Who is he,
and where is he who dared presume
in his heart to do so? ¢ Esther said,
The adversary and the enemy is even
this wicked Haman!

Haman Put to Death

Then Haman was afraid before the
king and the queen. 7 The king arose
in his wrath from the banquet of wine
and went into the palace garden. Ha-
man stood up to make request for
his life to Esther the queen; for he
saw that there was evil determined
against him by the king. 8 Then the
king returned out of the palace gar-

7:3 Esther made her request for “my life...

my people” in parallel; and when her own

safety was assured, she didn’t just relax and mop her brow with relief, she went on to
petition for them — with all the risks this involved for her (see too 8:3). We can’t pos-
sibly just rejoice in our own salvation, that we have found the Lord and are secured in
Him; if we have truly experienced this, we will wish to share it with others.

7:4 Esther, in an eloquent type of Christ’s mediation for us, risked her life because she
felt that “we are sold, / and my people, to be destroyed”. If she’d have kept her mouth
shut, she wouldn’t have been destroyed. But she fought and won the same battle as
we have daily or weekly before us: to identify ourselves with our weaker and more
suffering brethren.

7:6 The Septuagint here calls the man Haman /o diabolos — the devil (with the definite
article), referring to Haman, not to any supernatural being. The word simply means an
enemy.
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den into the place of the banquet of
wine; and Haman had fallen on the
couch where Esther was. Then the
king said, Will he even assault the
queen in front of me in the house?
As the word went out of the king’s
mouth, they covered Haman’s face.
9 Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs
who were with the king said, Behold,
the gallows fifty cubits high, which
Haman has made for Mordecai, who
spoke good for the king, is standing
at Haman’s house. The king said,
Hang him on it! 10 So they hanged
Haman on the gallows that he had
prepared for Mordecai. Then was the
king’s wrath pacified.

CHAPTER 8 Nov.30

Esther Pleads for Her People

On that day, King Ahasuerus
gave the house of Haman, the

Jews’ enemy, to Esther the queen.

Mordecai came before the king; for

Esther had told what he was to her.

2 The king took off his ring, which

he had taken from Haman, and gave
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it to Mordecai. Esther set Mordecai
over the house of Haman. 3 Esther
spoke yet again before the king, and
fell down at his feet, and begged him
with tears to put away the mischief
of Haman the Agagite, and his device
that he had devised against the Jews.
4 Then the king held out to Esther
the golden sceptre. So Esther arose,
and stood before the king. 5 She said,
If it pleases the king, and if I have
found favour in his sight, and the
thing seem right to the king, and I
am pleasing in his eyes, let it be writ-
ten to reverse the letters devised by
Haman, the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, which he wrote to destroy
the Jews who are in all the king’s
provinces. © For how can I endure to
see the evil that would come to my
people? How can I endure to see the
destruction of my relatives?

The King Grants Esther’s Wish

7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Esther
the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, If
I have freely granted you all that was

7:8 Although Esther was weak spiritually, yet God worked through her to save His un-
deserving people. The story brings out a number of coincidences which on reflection
could only have been from God. The way Haman collapses and it appears he’s tried to
rape Esther is one such. Another is the way that Mordecai isn’t rewarded for revealing
the plot to kill the King — the King seems to have forgotten about it, overlooked it, and
therefore he was all the more inclined to do Esther and Mordecai a real favour when
required. This is all especially remarkable when we read historian Herodotus’ note
that Ahasuerus [or Xerxes] was noted for rewarding loyalty. It was surely no mere hu-
man co-incidence that the very morning the King has had a bad night and remembered
Mordecai and decides to honour him, that Haman arrives to request Mordecai’s death.
See on 3:7.

8:5 See on 4:8.

8:7 The God who has given us His Son will, through His mediation, surely “freely
give us all things” in response to our prayers (Rom. 8:32-34). This passage is alluding
to the LXX here: “If I have freely granted you all that was Haman’s, because he laid
his hand on the Jews, and hanged him on a gallows [cp. the cross], what do you fur-
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Haman’s, because he laid his hand
on the Jews, and hanged him on a
gallows, what do you further seek?
8 Write also to the Jews, as it pleases
you, in the king’s name, and seal it
with the king’s ring; for the writing
which is written in the king’s name,
and sealed with the king’s ring, may
not be reversed by any man. 9 Then
the king’s scribes were called at that
time, in the third month Sivan, on the
twenty-third day of the first month,
which is Nisan; and it was written
according to all that Mordecai com-
manded to the Jews, and to the sat-
raps, the governors and princes of
the provinces which are from India
to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-
seven provinces, to every province
according to its writing, and to every
people in their language, and to the
Jews in their writing and in their lan-
guage. 10 He wrote in the name of
King Ahasuerus, and sealed it with
the king’s ring, and sent letters by
courier on horseback, riding on roy-
al horses that were bred from swift
steeds.

The Jews Are to Defend
Themselves

Il Tn those letters, the king granted
the Jews who were in every city to
gather themselves together, and to
defend their life, to destroy, to kill,
and to cause to perish all the power
of the people and province that
would assault them, their little ones
and women, and to plunder their
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possessions, 12 on one day in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month Adar. 13 A copy
of the letter, that the decree should
be given out in every province, was
published to all the peoples, that the
Jews should be ready for that day
to avenge themselves on their en-
emies. 14 So the couriers who rode
on royal horses went out, hastened
and pressed on by the king’s com-
mandment. The decree was given out
in the citadel of Susa. !5 Mordecai
went out of the presence of the king
in royal clothing of blue and white,
and with a great crown of gold, and
with a robe of fine linen and purple;
and the city of Susa shouted and was
glad. 16 The Jews had light, gladness,
joy, and honour. 17 In every province,
and in every city, wherever the king’s
commandment and his decree came,
the Jews had gladness, joy, a feast,
and a good day. Many from among
the peoples of the land became Jews;
for the fear of the Jews was fallen on
them.

CHAPTER 9 Dec. 1
The Jews Destroy Their Enemies
Now in the twelfth month, which
is the month Adar, on the thir-
teenth day of the month, when the
king’s commandment and his de-
cree drew near to be put into effect,
on the day that the enemies of the
Jews hoped to conquer them, (but it
was turned about so that the oppo-

ther seek?”’; and the King then gives Esther whatever she requests. Note the repetition
of ideas: if death on a cross had been granted, then all other things would be freely
granted to the mediator / intercessor, for the good of her / His people.
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site happened- the Jews conquered
those who hated them), 2 the Jews
gathered themselves together in
their cities throughout all the prov-
inces of the King Ahasuerus, to lay
hands on those who wanted to harm
them. No one could withstand them,
because the fear of them had fallen
on all the people. 3 All the princes of
the provinces, the satraps, the gov-
ernors, and those who did the king’s
business helped the Jews, because
the fear of Mordecai had fallen on
them. 4 For Mordecai was great in
the king’s house, and his fame went
out throughout all the provinces; for
the man Mordecai grew greater and
greater. 5 The Jews struck all their
enemies with the stroke of the sword,
and with slaughter and destruction,
and did what they wanted to those
who hated them. ¢ In the citadel of
Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed
five hundred men. 7 They killed
Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Par-
mashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaizatha,
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of
Hammedatha, the Jew’s enemy; but
they didn’t lay their hand on the
plunder. 1! On that day, the number
of those who were slain in the cita-
del of Susa was brought before the
king. 12 The king said to Esther the
queen, The Jews have slain and de-
stroyed five hundred men in the cita-
del of Susa, including the ten sons of
Haman; what then have they done
in the rest of the king’s provinces!
Now what is your petition? It shall
be granted you. What is your further
request? It shall be done. 13 Then

ESTHER 9:1-9:20

Esther said, If it pleases the king,
let it be granted to the Jews who are
in Shushan to do tomorrow also ac-
cording to this day’s decree, and let
Haman’s ten sons be hanged on the
gallows. 14 The king commanded this
to be done. A decree was given out in
Shushan; and they hanged Haman’s
ten sons. 15 The Jews who were in
Shushan gathered themselves togeth-
er on the fourteenth day also of the
month Adar, and killed three hun-
dred men in Shushan; but they didn’t
lay their hand on the spoil. 16 The
other Jews who were in the king’s
provinces gathered themselves to-
gether, defended their lives, had rest
from their enemies, and killed seven-
ty-five thousand of those who hated
them; but they didn’t lay their hand
on the plunder.

The Custom of Purim Begins

17 This was done on the thirteenth
day of the month Adar; and on the
fourteenth day of that month they
rested and made it a day of feast-
ing and gladness. 18 But the Jews
who were in Shushan assembled
together on the thirteenth and on the
fourteenth days of the month; and on
the fifteenth day of that month, they
rested, and made it a day of feasting
and gladness. 19 Therefore the Jews
of the villages, who lived in the un-
walled towns, made the fourteenth
day of the month Adar a day of glad-
ness and feasting, a good day, and a
day of sending presents of food to
one another. 20 Mordecai wrote these
things, and sent letters to all the Jews
who were in all the provinces of the
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king Ahasuerus, both near and far,
21 to enjoin them that they should
keep the fourteenth and fifteenth
days of the month Adar yearly, 22 as
the days in which the Jews had rest
from their enemies, and the month
which was turned to them from sor-
row to gladness, and from mourning
into a good day; that they should
make them days of feasting and
gladness, and of sending presents of
food to one another, and gifts to the
needy. 23 The Jews accepted the cus-
tom that they had begun, as Morde-
cai had written to them; 24 because
Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews,
had plotted against the Jews to de-
stroy them, and had cast Pur, that is,
the lot, to consume them, and to de-
stroy them; 25 but when this became
known to the king, he commanded by
letters that his wicked device, which
he had devised against the Jews,
should return upon his own head,
and that he and his sons should be
hanged on the gallows. 26 Therefore
they called these days Purim, from
the word ‘Pur’. Therefore because
of all the words of this letter, and of
that which they had seen concerning
this matter, and that which had come
to them, 27 the Jews established and
imposed on themselves and on their
descendants, and on all those who
joined themselves to them, so that it
should not fail, that they would keep
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these two days according to what
was written, and according to its ap-
pointed time, every year; 28 and that
these days should be remembered
and kept throughout every genera-
tion, every family, every province,
and every city; and that these days
of Purim should not fail from among
the Jews, nor their memory perish
from their seed. 29 Then Esther the
queen, the daughter of Abihail, and
Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all
authority to confirm this second let-
ter of Purim. 30 He sent letters to all
the Jews, to the hundred and twen-
ty-seven provinces of the kingdom
of Ahasuerus, with words of peace
and truth, 31 to confirm these days
of Purim in their appointed times,
as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the
queen had decreed, and as they had
imposed upon themselves and their
descendants, in the matter of the
fastings and their cry. 32 The com-
mandment of Esther confirmed these
matters of Purim; and it was written
in the book.

CHAPTER 10 Dec. 1
The Greatness of King Ahasuerus
and Mordecai
ing Ahasuerus laid a tribute on
the land, and on the islands of
the sea. 2 All the acts of his power
and of his might, and the full ac-
count of the greatness of Mordecai
to which the king advanced him,

10 Ezekiel had prophesied that those who survived the famine and invasion of Judah
would go into captivity, “and I will draw out a sword after them” (Ez. 5:2,12). We
would expect from this that the exiles would be persecuted and slain in captivity, and
this surely was God’s intended judgment. But in Esther we find the exiles in pros-
perity, in positions of power and respected by their captors; and Jeremiah concludes
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aren’t they written in the book of the | among the Jews, and accepted by
chronicles of the kings of Media and | the multitude of his brothers, seeking
Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was | the good of his people and speaking
next to King Ahasuerus, and great | peace to all his descendants.

his prophecy with the information that Jehoiachin, Judah’s exiled King, was exalted
“above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon” and he was given
special favour and honour by the King of Babylon (Jer. 52:31-34). We can only un-
derstand these things as pure grace. God showed tenderness and favour to His people
in captivity, far above what He had intended or what they deserved. And He does the
same with us — He gives us so much more than we deserve. And yet most of Judah
abused that grace; they were so taken up with the good life God gave them in captivity
that they chose to remain there and not participate in the restoration. And we so easily
can end up abusing His grace likewise. In this sense the book of Esther has a sad end-
ing — the Jews are even more popular, even richer. Our loving Father gives us as His
children what we beg Him for materially — but so often, it’s not for our good spiritu-
ally. God must be so torn — between giving us what we want, what we whine for, what
humanly we obviously need and would desperately like to have... and yet knowing
that this is not for our spiritual good. We wonder what happened to Esther. Ahasuerus
was slain soon after the events of the book of Esther — typically, the wife and support-
ers of the King would’ve been slain or persecuted. Was this not another prod from
God for Esther and Mordecai to return to Judah?
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CHAPTER 1 Dec. 2
The Prologue: Yahweh, Job and the
Satan

here was a man in the land of

Uz, whose name was Job. That
man was blameless and upright, and
one who feared God and turned away
from the evil. 2 There were born to
him seven sons and three daughters.
3 His possessions also were seven
thousand sheep, three thousand cam-
els, five hundred yoke of oxen, five
hundred female donkeys and a very
great household; so that this man

was the greatest of all the children of
the east. 4 His sons went and held a
feast in the house of each one on his
birthday; and they sent and called for
their three sisters to eat and to drink
with them. 3 It was so, when the days
of their feasting had come to an end,
that Job sent and sanctified them,
and rose up early in the morning, and
offered burnt offerings according to
the number of them all. For Job said,
It may be that my sons have sinned,
and renounced God in their hearts.
Job did so continually. ¢ Now it hap-

1:6 The common idea that Satan in Job was a sinful cosmic being who brought evil
upon Job against God’s will and tried to make him sin is wrong. “Satan” is only men-
tioned in the first two chapters of Job and nowhere in the book is he defined as a
fallen angel. The word means ‘adversary’ and of itself has no negative connotation; it
can be used about good people (Mt. 16:21-23). “Sons of God” can refer to believers
(Rom. 8:14; 2 Cor. 6:17-18; 1 Jn. 3:7). Angels do not bring false accusations against
believers “before the Lord” (2 Pet. 2:11). It cannot be conclusively proved that Satan
was a son of God — he “came among them”. Satan is described as “going to and fro
in the earth” — but there is no implication that he was doing anything sinful; Zech.
1:11 implies that this is a Hebraism for observing. How can Satan be in heaven and
also on earth in Job’s time when, according to popular belief, he was thrown out at
the time of Adam, or in 1914, according to some? There cannot be sin or rebellion
against God in heaven (Ps. 5:4-5; Hab. 1:13; Mt. 6:10; Ps. 103:19-21); Angels don’t
sin (Lk. 20:35,36 cp. Rom. 6:23). The major theme of the book of Job is that God
brought the problems into Job’s life and eventually they made him more righteous
(2:10; 16:11; 19:21; 23:16; 42:11). Job did not believe that only good things came
from God; he nowhere complains about Satan bringing the problems. Job realized that
his sufferings had made him come to know God in practice rather than just in theory
(42:5). Seeing that problems make us more righteous people if we respond correctly
to them (Heb. 12:5-11), why would a sinful, wicked being, who wants to turn us away
from God, bring these things into our lives, when actually they only make us more
righteous and closer to God? The fact that Satan and the sons of God were in “the
presence of the Lord” and presented themselves “before the Lord” (2:7; 1:6) does not
necessarily mean that they were in heaven. The representatives of God carry the name
of God, e.g. the angel which led Israel through the wilderness was called “the Lord”
because it carried God’s name (Ex. 23:20-21), but it was not God Himself in person
(Ex. 33:12,20). Similarly, priests represent God (2 Chron. 19:6) and to come before
them was to come “before the Lord” (Dt. 19:17). Cain “went out from the presence of
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pened on the day when the sons of | fore Yahweh, that Satan also came
God came to present themselves be- | among them. 7 Yahweh said to Satan,

the Lord” (Gen. 4:16) — not out of heaven but probably away from the presence of the
angel — cherubim. Jesus was presented as a baby “before the Lord” (Lk. 2:22) — i.e.
before the priest. Satan had to get power from God (2:3-6); he had none in his own
right, indeed, God brought Job to Satan’s notice (1:8). Job often comments about God
being the source of his sufferings (9:24). Job didn’t believe anyone apart from God
was responsible. There is no indication that anything Satan did was sinful. Satan never
actually says or does anything wrong; he simply makes the observation that there may
well be a relationship between Job’s service of God and the material blessing which
God has given him. He is then empowered by God to bring calamities into Job’s life.
Time and again it is stressed that God brought the problems upon Job, not satan inde-
pendently (1:12,16; 2:3,10; 6:4; 8:4; 19:21; 42:18). Even if the “satan” (adversary) to
Job was an angel, there is no reason to think it was sinful. An angel asked Abraham to
offer Isaac to find out exactly how obedient Abraham would be (Gen. 22:12; see too
Dt. 8:2).A righteous angel was called a “satan” in Num. 22:22. If we follow through
the argument of the book, the orthodox view requires that the logical answer of Job
to the friends’ allegations would have been “I’m suffering because Satan has it in for
me! He’s doing this, not God!”. For the friends were reasoning that God was bring-
ing such affliction into Job’s life because Job was a sinner. The fact Job doesn’t make
this obvious retort indicates that “the Satan” wasn’t understood by either Job nor the
friends as a personal supernatural being of evil. The “sons of God” — the believers at
that time — presented themselves before a priest or angel, perhaps at a religious feast.
Someone there, maybe one of the worshippers, reflected that it was not surprising that
Job was such a strong believer, seeing that God had so richly blessed him. God gave
that person the power to afflict Job, to demonstrate that Job’s love of God was not
proportionate to the blessings God had given him. Maybe the Satan was composed
of Job’s three “friends” — they are rebuked at the end of the book (notice that “satan”
is not rebuked there by name). Their discussions with Job indicate that they had their
doubts as to his integrity and suspected that his faith was now weak because God had
taken away the blessings from him (4:5,7). The prologue to Job is a literary device to
place theological problems before us, e.g. of the relationship between service of God
and receipt of blessing, and sin and suffering. The friends insist that “the destroyer”
[by which they surely meant an early equivalent to ‘the devil’ of popular belief today]
had touched Job — whereas Job insists that it is God who had destroyed him (15:21
cp. 19:10; 13:21). In some ways the book of Job is a deconstruction of the popular
Persian and Canaanite myths about a ‘satan’ figure. Job, both in the story of his suf-
ferings and his specific words, seeks to demonstrate that the essential issue in life is
being “just with God”, and not whether or not we are touched by the hand of an evil
being; for the hand of God which touched Job (19:21) is the hand of ‘satan’ into which
God delivered Job temporarily (1:12). Job says that the attitude of the friends is wrong
— they should be looking into themselves, rather than fantasizing about the action of
some unseen evil being they imagined (19:28,29). The book of Job is a dialogue con-
cerning evil and suffering, with three popular views being represented by the three
friends. These views are examined and corrected by the personal history of Job, as
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Where have you come from? Then
Satan answered Yahweh and said,
From going back and forth in the
earth, and from walking up and down
in it. 8 Yahweh said to Satan, Have
you considered my servant, Job? For
there is none like him in the land, a
blameless and an upright man, one
who fears God, and turns away from
evil. 9 Then Satan answered Yah-
weh and said, Does Job fear God
for nothing? 10 Haven’t You made
a hedge around him and around his
family, and around all that he has
on every side? You have blessed the
work of his hands, and his substance
is increased in the land. 1! But put
forth Your hand now and touch all
that he has, and he will renounce You
to Your face. 12 Yahweh said to Sa-
tan, Behold, all that he has is in your
power. Only on himself don’t put
forth your hand. So Satan went forth
from the presence of Yahweh.

Tragedy Strikes Job

131t fell on a day when his sons and
his daughters were eating and drink-
ing wine in their eldest brother’s
house, 14 that there came a messen-
ger to Job and said, The oxen were
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ploughing and the donkeys feeding
beside them, 15 and the Sabeans at-
tacked and took them away. Yes,
they have killed the servants with the
edge of the sword, and I alone have
escaped to tell you. 16 While he was
still speaking, there also came an-
other and said, The fire of God has
fallen from the sky and has burned
up the sheep and the servants, and
consumed them, and I alone have
escaped to tell you. 17 While he was
still speaking, there came also an-
other and said, The Chaldeans made
three bands, and swept down on the
camels, and have taken them away,
yes, and killed the servants with the
edge of the sword; and I alone have
escaped to tell you. 18 While he was
still speaking, there came also an-
other and said, Your sons and your
daughters were eating and drinking
wine in their eldest brother’s house,
19 and behold, there came a great
wind from the wilderness, and struck
the four corners of the house, and it
fell on the young men, and they are
dead. I alone have escaped to tell
you. 20 Then Job arose, and tore his
robe, and shaved his head, and fell
down on the ground and worshiped.

well as by the epilogue and prologue to the book. Eliphaz seems to be representative
of the idea that Job is being hit by supernaturally controlled evil — Eliphaz speaks of a
force of darkness (22:10,11) and sinful or faulty Angels living in an unclean Heaven
(4:18; 15:15). Yet the answer to all this is that the Satan figure is under God’s con-
trol, all Job’s misfortunes come from God, and His Angels — one of whom may have
been called ‘the adversary’ (‘Satan’) — are in fact perfectly obedient to Him and not
disobedient. And finally, Eliphaz and the friends are rebuked for their various wrong
understandings, with God declaring Himself supreme and ultimate sovereign. Bildad’s
view of Angels in 25:5 “The stars are not pure in God’s eyes” is corrected by God in
Job 38:7, when He says that “the morning stars sang together and all the Sons of God
shouted for joy”.
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21 He said, Naked I came out of my
mother’s womb, and naked shall I
return there. Yahweh gave, and Yah-
weh has taken away. Blessed be the
name of Yahweh. 22 In all this, Job
did not sin, nor charge God with
wrongdoing.

CHAPTER 2 Dec. 2
Job’s Health is Taken Away

gain it happened on the day

when the sons of God came to
present themselves before Yahweh,
that Satan came also among them
to present himself before Yahweh.
2 Yahweh said to Satan, Where have
you come from? Satan answered
Yahweh and said, From going back
and forth in the land, and from walk-
ing up and down in it. 3 Yahweh said
to Satan, Have you considered My
servant Job? For there is none like
him in the land, a blameless and an
upright man, one who fears God
and turns away from evil. He still
maintains his integrity, although
you incited Me against him, to ruin
him without cause. 4 Satan answered

JOB 1:21-2:11

Yahweh and said, Skin for skin. Yes,
all that a man has he will give for his
life. 5 But put forth Your hand now
and touch his bone and his flesh, and
he will renounce You to Your face.
6 Yahweh said to Satan, Behold, he is
in your hand. Only spare his life. 7 So
Satan went forth from the presence
of Yahweh, and struck Job with pain-
ful sores from the sole of his foot to
his head. 8 He took for himself a pot-
sherd to scrape himself with, and he
sat among the ashes. 9 Then his wife
said to him, Do you still maintain
your integrity? Renounce God, and
die. 10 But he said to her, You speak
as one of the foolish women would
speak. What? Shall we receive good
at the hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil? In all this Job didn’t sin
with his lips.

The Three Friends Arrive

1T Now when Job’s three friends
heard of all this evil that had come
on him, they each came from his
own place: Eliphaz the Temanite,
Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the

2:3 To ruin him without cause — We learn here that God can bring suffering into the
lives of His children for reasons other than because they have sinned. There is no
direct relationship between sin and suffering in this life; for the wicked often prosper.
The day of judgment and reward for how life has been lived is ultimately at the final
day of judgment when Christ returns. As Job struggles with the question of “Why
suffering?’, he is progressively driven to a clearer understanding of the future day of
judgment and resurrection of the dead to get the reward which God’s justice requires.
Thus he was driven by experience and reflection on life to the doctrinal truths which
are made explicit in the New Testament. Job begins the book presented as a complete
spiritual person and he ends the book presented the same way. The reason for suffer-
ing isn’t always so that we personally may develop through it; in Job’s case, it was so
that others would learn principles, not least the friends and the ‘satan’ character, and
us the readers of subsequent generations. Some experiences and sufferings we have
are perhaps more for the benefit of others who are observing, rather than for our own
development.
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Naamathite, and they made an ap-
pointment together to come to sym-
pathize with him and to comfort him.
12 When they lifted up their eyes
from a distance and didn’t recognize
him, they raised their voices and
wept; and they each tore his robe,
and sprinkled dust on their heads
toward the sky. 13 So they sat down
with him on the ground seven days
and seven nights, and none spoke a
word to him, for they saw that his
grief was very great.

CHAPTER 3 Dec. 3
Job Wishes to Die
fter this Job opened his mouth,
and cursed the day of his birth.
2 Job responded: 3 Let the day per-
ish in which I was born, the night
in which it was said, ‘There is a boy
conceived’. 4 Let that day be dark-
ness. Don’t let God from above seek
for it, neither let the light shine on
it. 5 Let darkness and the shadow of
death claim it for their own. Let a
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cloud dwell on it. Let all that makes
black the day terrify it. ¢ As for that
night, let thick darkness seize on it.
Let it not rejoice among the days of
the year. Let it not counted in the
number of the months. 7 Behold, let
that night be barren. Let no joyful
voice come therein. 8 Let them curse
it who curse the day, who are ready
to rouse up Leviathan. 9 Let the stars
of its twilight be dark. Let it look for
light, but have none, neither let it see
the eyelids of the morning, 10 be-
cause it didn’t shut up the doors of
my mother’s womb, nor did it hide
trouble from my eyes. !l Why didn’t
I die from the womb? Why didn’t I
give up the spirit when my mother
bore me? 12 Why did the knees re-
ceive me? Or why the breast, that
I should nurse? 13 For now should
I have lain down and been quiet.
I should have slept, then I would
have been at rest, 14 with kings and
counsellors of the earth, who built
up waste places for themselves;

3:3 Job’s depressive lament and desire to die in this chapter is quoted and alluded to
by Jeremiah when he too was in severe depression and struggling with suicidal ten-
dencies (Jer. 15:10; 20:14). Depression happens to God’s people; one simple lesson
from all this is that depression itself isn’t a sin. It’s how we respond to it which can be-
come a moral issue. Jeremiah’s way of coping was to associate himself with the words
of a depressed faithful believer like Job. Our familiarity with Bible characters will pay
great dividends in our hard times, as we see that history — spiritual history, God’s pat-
terns of working with men — is repeating; and the sense of existential loneliness, utter
aloneness, which is part of the nexus of depression will to some extent be alleviated.
Note too that Job’s suicidal tendencies here and bitterness that God wouldn’t take
away his life are not criticized by God; He comments at the end that Job spoke what
was right (42:7,8). Yet Job says many hard things about God as the story proceeds;
but by grace, God imputed righteousness to him; or made allowance for the pressures
upon Job. This isn’t to justify any kind of situational ethic — ‘I did it because the situ-
ation forced me to and I had no choice’. Rather does it simply show God’s compas-
sionate, gracious appreciation of situational pressure; and we should bear the same in
mind in our consideration of others’ words and behaviour under pressure.
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IS or with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver:
16 or as a hidden untimely birth I
had not been, as infants who never
saw light. 17 There the wicked cease
from troubling. There the weary are
at rest. 18 There the prisoners are at
ease together. They don’t hear the
voice of the taskmaster. 19 The small
and the great are there. The servant
is free from his master. 20 Why is
light given to him who is in misery,
life to the bitter in soul, 2! who long
for death, but it doesn’t come; and
dig for it more than for hidden treas-
ures, 22 who rejoice exceedingly,
and are glad, when they can find the
grave? 23 Why is light given to a man
whose way is hidden, whom God has
hedged in? 24 For my sighing comes
before I eat. My groanings are poured
out like water. 25 For the thing which

JOB 3:15-4:7

I fear comes upon me, that of which
I was afraid has happened to me. 26
was not at ease, neither was I quiet,
neither had I rest; but trouble came.

CHAPTER 4 Dec. 3
Eliphaz’s First Speech

hen Eliphaz the Temanite an-

swered, 2 If someone ventures to
talk with you, will you be grieved?
But who can withhold himself from
speaking? 3 Behold, you have in-
structed many, you have strength-
ened the weak hands. 4 Your words
have supported him who was falling,
you have strengthened the feeble
knees. 5 But now it has come to you,
and you faint. It touches you, and
you are troubled. 6 Isn’t your piety
your confidence? Isn’t the integrity
of your ways your hope? 7 Remem-
ber now, whoever perished, being

3:23 There are many connections between Isaiah and the book of Job; those in Is.
40 are especially marked. Is. 40:14 = Job 21:22; 40:17 = 6:18; 40:22 = 9:8; 40:23 =
12:21; 40:24 = 14:8; 40:26 = 25:3; 40:31 = 29:20. The link between Is.40:27 and Job
3:23 is most significant: “Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, My way is hid
from the Lord, and my judgement is passed over from my God?”. These are the words
of Job here. Thus Job is the prototype of the suffering servant and represents Israel.
Israel in captivity in Babylon (which is the context of Isaiah 40) are being bid look to
Job, whose family and home were also destroyed by the Chaldeans (1:17) because of
their sin. As Job sat in grief and perplexity, so did Judah by the rivers of Babylon. The
message of the book of Job to the faithful remnant in captivity was therefore that God
had ultimately brought this calamity, and finally He would restore the fortunes of His
people. We too in our exiles can see in Job the essence of our own pain, and thereby
the sure, ultimate hope of restoration. See on 4:7; 5:14; 21:7; 30:26; 33:27.

3:26 Job complains that although he didn’t have a peaceful life anyway, now yet more
trouble had come upon him. And yet the impression given by 1:14 is that the animals
were quietly grazing and Job was at peace. The simple lesson is that those who appear
to others to have a calm, quiet life often have issues going on which are very

4:7 Whoever perished, being innocent — The friends were reasoning from the position
that suffering only comes as a punishment for sin; and therefore, they concluded, Job
must have been a huge secret sinner. Therefore they laid false guilt upon him, and
urged him to repent for things he hadn’t done. We too live in a world which often
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innocent? Or where were the upright
cut off? 8 According to what I have
seen, those who plough iniquity and
sow trouble, reap the same. 9 By
the breath of God they perish. By
the blast of His anger are they con-
sumed. 10 The roaring of the lion
and the voice of the fierce lion, the
teeth of the young lions, are bro-
ken. 11 The old lion perishes for lack
of prey. The cubs of the lioness are
scattered abroad. 12 Now a thing was
secretly brought to me; my ear re-
ceived a whisper of it. 13 In thoughts
from the visions of the night, when
deep sleep falls on men, 14 fear came
on me, and trembling, which made
all my bones shake. 15 Then a spirit
passed before my face. The hair of
my flesh stood up. 16 It stood still,
but I couldn’t discern its appearance.
A form was before my eyes. Silence;
then I heard a voice saying, 17 ‘Shall
mortal man be more just than God?
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Shall a man be more pure than his
Maker? 18 Behold, He puts no trust
in His servants. He charges His an-
gels with folly. 19 How much more
those who dwell in houses of clay,
whose foundation is in the dust, who
are crushed before the moth! 20 Be-
tween morning and evening they are
destroyed. They perish forever with-
out any regarding it. 21 Isn’t their tent
cord plucked up within them? They
die, and that without wisdom’.

CHAPTER 5 Dec. 4
Eliphaz Continues his Speech
Call now; is there any who will
answer you? To which of the
holy ones will you appeal? 2 For re-
sentment Kkills the foolish man, and
jealousy kills the simple. 3 T have
seen the foolish taking root, but sud-
denly I cursed his habitation. 4 His
children are far from safety. They are
crushed in the gate. Neither is there

loads us with false guilt. We must take guilt for our actual sins, and allow the reality of
our personal relationship with God to free us from the false guilt others wish to place
upon us. The righteous remnant in exile had struggled with the question of how the
righteous had perished in the Babylonian invasion (Is. 57:1), and the book of Job was
an answer to their struggle over this (see on 3:23).

4:8 According to what I have seen — Eliphaz appeals to personal experience and secu-
lar history and wisdom — hence he asks Job to “remember”, to think back and realize,
that only the wicked perish (:7). One theme of the book of Job is that God’s ways,
as revealed in His word and in His history, contradict human wisdom and traditional
conclusions.

4:18 He charges His angels with folly — These are Eliphaz’s words, and God at the
end says that he didn’t speak what was right about God (42:7,8). There cannot be sin
or rebellion against God in heaven (Ps. 5:4-5; Hab. 1:13; Mt. 6:10; Ps. 103:19-21);
Angels don’t sin (Lk. 20:35,36 cp. Rom. 6:23). The book of Job actually deconstructs
such notions, revealing God as the ultimate source of suffering.

5:4 His children are far from safety — The friends often allude to Job’s situation in
describing the fate of the wicked. They assumed that because Job’s children had been
killed, therefore he was wicked. This kind of indirect hitting on a person is very hurt-
ful; when we experience it, we can think of Job.
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any to deliver them, 5 whose harvest
the hungry eats up, and take it even
out of the thorns. They snare gapes
for their substance. ¢ For affliction
doesn’t come forth from the dust,
neither does trouble spring out of the
ground; 7 but man is born to trouble,
as the arrows of the sons of Resheph
fly upward. 8 But as for me, I would
seek God. I would commit my cause
to God, 9 who does great things that
can’t be fathomed, marvellous things

JOB 5:4-5:14

without number; 10 who gives rain
on the earth, and sends waters on
the fields; !1 so that He sets up on
high those who are low; those who
mourn are exalted to safety. 12 He
frustrates the devices of the crafty, so
that their hands can’t perform their
enterprise. 13 He takes the wise in
their own craftiness; the counsel of
the cunning is carried away head-
long. 14 They meet with darkness in
the day time, and grope at noonday

5:7 The sons of Resheph — Significantly, it is the friends who make allusion to the
‘Satan’ figures and gods as if they are real, whereas Job in his responses always denies
their reality and sees God as the direct source of His sufferings. Eliphaz here blames
Job’s troubles upon the “sons of Resheph”; Bildad speaks of how Job’s troubles are to
be associated with “the king of terrors” (18:14); but Job’s response is that the source
of the evil in his life is ultimately from God and not any such being. Resheph was
known as “the lord of the arrow” and the Ugaritic tablets associate him with archery.
Job’s response is that “The arrows of the Almighty are in me” (6:4), and he laments
that God is an archer using him as His target for practice (7:20; 16:12,13). Job refuses
to accept Eliphaz’s explanation that Job is a victim of Resheph’s arrows. For Job, if
God is “the Almighty” then there is no space left for Resheph. Each blow he received,
each arrow strike, was from God and not Resheph.

5:12, 13 The New Testament references to Job suggest that he was seen as a symbol of
the Jewish system of reliance on human status, self righteousness and works, which all
has to be humbled and no longer trusted if we accept God’s grace. Thus Paul quotes
these verses in 1 Cor. 1:19: “For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent”. Eliphaz is explaining why he
thinks Job and his view of life have been brought to nothing. Thus Paul read Job as a
type of those who were influenced by the pseudo-wisdom of the Judaizers. Paul con-
tinues: “Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world?”
(1 Cor.1:20). Job’s constant desire to dispute with God and the friends, and the claims
both he and they made to possessing wisdom, show Job was clearly in Paul’s mind.
“Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” he concludes, maybe thinking
of the humbled Job. Job was the greatest of the men of the east (1:3), people who were
renowned in the ancient world for their wisdom (Mt.2:1; 1 Kings 4:30). Thus Job
would have been full of worldly wisdom, and this is maybe behind Paul’s words of 1
Cor.3:18,19: “If any man among you seems to be wise in this world, let him become a
fool, that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it
is written [quoting Job 5:13, which is Eliphaz speaking about Job], He takes the wise
in their own craftiness”.

5:14 Darkness at noon was understood as Divine judgment; hence when this happened
at Christ’s death, we are invited to understand His death as being the judgment of this
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as in the night. 15 But He saves from
the sword of their mouth, even the
needy from the hand of the mighty.
16 So the poor has hope, and injustice
shuts her mouth. 17 Behold, happy is
the man whom God corrects! There-
fore do not despise the chastening of
the Almighty. 18 For He wounds, and
binds up. He injures, and His hands
make whole. 19 He will deliver you
in six troubles; yes, in seven no evil
shall touch you. 20 In famine He will
redeem you from death; in war, from
the power of the sword. 21 You shall
be hidden from the scourge of the
tongue, neither shall you be afraid of
destruction when it comes. 22 At de-
struction and famine you shall laugh,
neither shall you be afraid of the
animals of the earth. 23 For you shall
be allied with the stones of the field.
The animals of the field shall be at
peace with you. 24 You shall know
that your tent is in peace. You shall
visit your fold, and shall miss noth-
ing. 25 You shall know also that your
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seed shall be great, your offspring as
the grass of the earth. 26 You shall
come to your grave in a full age, like
a sheaf of grain comes in its season.
27 Look this, we have examined it,
so it is. Hear it, and know it for your
good.

CHAPTER 6 Dec. 5
Job’s Response to Eliphaz

hen Job answered, 2 Oh that my

anguish were weighed, and all
my calamity laid in the balances!
3 For now it would be heavier than
the sand of the seas; therefore have
my words been rash. 4 For the arrows
of the Almighty are within me. My
spirit drinks up their poison. The ter-
rors of God set themselves in array
against me. 3 Does the wild donkey
bray when he has grass? Or does the
ox low over his fodder? 6 Can that
which has no flavour be eaten with-
out salt? Or is there any taste in the
white of an egg? 7 My soul refuses
to touch them. They are as loathsome

world (Jn. 12:31). To come before Christ on the cross is to come before our judg-
ment; hence the connection between self-examination at the breaking of bread and at
the last day. There are also links between Job and Deuteronomy 28, as if Job was the
personification of Israel suffering for their sins (see on 3:23). Yet he was personally
spotless to God (1:1,2). Thus he was a type of Christ, who although personally sinless
was totally identified with sinful humanity. Suffering darkness at noon and groping in
the daytime as in the night = Dt. 28:29; Job’s fits of blindness (22:10,11) = Dt. 29:29;
boils from head to foot (2:7) = Dt. 28:35; made an astonishment (= Dt. 28:37) and a
byword (17:6; 30:9) = Dt. 28:37; wishing for night in the morning and for the morning
at night (7:4) = Dt. 28:67; Job’s of children and cattle = Dt. 28:41,51.

6:3 Therefore have my words been rash — Job excuses himself by saying that his rash
words were an inevitable result of the situational pressure upon him; he likens himself
to a donkey who inevitably neighs when there is no grass (:5). Yet seeing the situa-
tions came from God, this was effectively blaming God for his failure. We must rec-
ognize that sin isn’t inevitable. We can only blame ourselves, not the situations which
we have caved in to.

6:4 See on 5:7.
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food to me. 8 Oh that I might have
my request, that God would grant
the thing that I long for, 9 even that
it would please God to crush me; that
He would let loose His hand, and cut
me off! 10 Be it still my consolation,
yes, let me exult throughout my un-
ending pain, that I have not denied
the words of the Holy One. 11 What
is my strength, that I should wait fur-
ther? What is my end, that I should
be patient? 12 Is my strength the
strength of stones? Or is my flesh of
brass? 13 Isn’t it that I have no help in
me, that wisdom is driven quite from
me? 14 To him who is ready to faint,
kindness should be shown from his
friend; even to him who forsakes the
fear of the Almighty. 15 My brothers
have dealt deceitfully as a brook, as
the channel of brooks that pass away;
16 which are black by reason of the
ice, in which the snow hides itself.
17 In the dry season, they vanish.
When it is hot, they are consumed out
of their place. 18 The caravans that
travel beside them turn aside. They
go up into the waste, and perish.
19 The caravans of Tema looked. The
companies of Sheba waited for them.
20 They were distressed because they
were confident. They came there,
and were confounded. 2! For now
you are nothing. You see a terror, and
are afraid. 22 Did I say, ‘Give to me?’
or, ‘Offer a present for me from your
substance?’ 23 or, ‘Deliver me from
the adversary’s hand?’ or, ‘Redeem

JOB 6:7-7:7

me from the hand of the oppres-
sors?’. 24 Teach me, and I will hold
my peace. Cause me to understand
wherein [ have erred. 25 How forcible
are words of uprightness! But your
reproof, what does it reprove? 26 Do
you intend to reprove words, since
the speeches of one who is desperate
are as wind? 27 Yes, you would even
cast lots for the fatherless, and make
merchandise of your friend. 28 Now
therefore be pleased to look at me,
for surely I shall not lie to your face.
29 Please rethink. Let there be no in-
justice. Yes, think again. My cause is
righteous. 30 Is there injustice on my
tongue? Can’t my taste discern mis-
chievous things?

CHAPTER 7 Dec. 5
Job Continues His Response to
Eliphaz
Isn’t a man forced to labour on
earth? Aren’t his days like the
days of a hired hand? 2 As a servant
who earnestly desires the shadow, as
a hireling who looks for his wages,
3 30 am I made to possess months
of misery, wearisome nights are ap-
pointed to me. 4 When I lie down,
I say, ‘When shall I arise, and the
night be gone?’ I toss and turn until
the dawning of the day. 5 My flesh
is clothed with worms and clods of
dust. My skin closes up, and breaks
out afresh. 6 My days are swifter
than a weaver’s shuttle, and are spent
without hope. 7 Oh remember that

6:25, 26 Job seems to be saying that there is nothing tangible for him to be reproved
over apart from some rash words (:3). Thus he minimizes poor speaking; whereas
Christ taught that by our words we are justified or condemned, so important are they

(Mt. 12:37).
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my life is a breath. My eye shall no
more see good. 8 The eye of him who
sees me shall see me no more. Your
eyes shall be on me, but I shall not
be. 9 As the cloud is consumed and
vanishes away, so he who goes down
to Sheol shall come up no more.
10 He shall return no more to his
house, neither shall his place know
him any more. !! Therefore 1 will
not keep silent. I will speak in the
anguish of my spirit, I will complain
in the bitterness of my soul. 12 Am |
a sea, or a sea monster, that You put
a guard over me? 13 When I say, ‘My
bed shall comfort me. My couch
shall ease my complaint’; !4 then
You scare me with dreams, and terri-
fy me through visions: 15 so that my
soul chooses strangling, death rather
than to see my bones. 16 I loathe my
life. I don’t want to live forever.
Leave me alone, for my days are but
a breath. 17 What is man, that You
should magnify him, that You should
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set Your mind on him, 18 that You
should visit him every morning, and
test him every moment? 19 How long
will You not look away from me, nor
leave me alone until I swallow down
my spittle? 20 If T have sinned, what
do I do to You, You watcher of men?
Why have You set me as an archer’s
target for You, so that I am a burden
to myself? 21 Why do You not pardon
my disobedience, and take away my
iniquity? For now shall I lie down in
the dust. You will seek me diligently,
but I shall not be.

CHAPTER 8 Dec. 6
Bildad’s First Speech
hen Bildad the Shuhite an-
swered, 2 How long will you
speak these things? Shall the words
of your mouth be a mighty wind?
3 Does God pervert justice? Or does
the Almighty pervert righteousness?
41If your children have sinned against
him, He has delivered them into the

7:17 That You should set Your mind on him — The Hebrew for ‘to set the mind on’ is
also translated “consider” in 2:3, where God asks the ‘satan’ whether he has “consid-
ered My servant Job..?”. Thus Job sees God as considering him, whilst we are told
carlier that satan / the adversary was told to do this. Thus whoever the ‘satan’ or adver-
sary figure was, Job saw this being as ultimately representing God.

7:18 Test him every moment — God’s level of involvement in our lives is amazing,
considering His greatness and our smallness.

7:20, 21 Job makes several wrong statements here. In his depression, he wonders why
God should be so worried about sin, seeing He is so great. But this is exactly the
point — God despite His greatness is so highly sensitive to human behaviour. Job takes
comfort in his idea that death will as it were hide him from God (:21), and as he
doesn’t want to live for ever (:16), therefore, Job thinks, he will not. But he totally un-
derestimated God’s grace, His desire for us, and to live eternally with us. These things
were said by Job in depression and in the grip of suicidal desires (:15); yet at the end,
God doesn’t rebuke Job but rather justifies him (42:7). This shows the extent to which
God does accept depression as a state which leads to a person saying things which
aren’t reflective of the real person, the one whom God sees, loves and judges. It also
reflects the extent of the righteousness which God imputes to those He loves.
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hand of their disobedience. 5 If you
want to seek God diligently, make
your supplication to the Almighty.
6 If you were pure and upright,
surely now He would awaken for
you, and make the habitation of your
righteousness prosperous. 7 Though
your beginning was small, yet your
latter end would greatly increase.
8 Please inquire of past generations.
Find out about the learning of their
fathers. 9 For we are but of yester-
day, and know nothing, because our
days on earth are a shadow. 10 Shall
they not teach you, tell you, and ut-
ter words out of their heart? 11 Can
the papyrus grow up without mire?
Can the rushes grow without water?
12 While it is yet in its greenness, not
cut down, it withers before any other
reed. 13 So are the paths of all who
forget God. The hope of the godless
man shall perish, 14 whose confi-
dence shall break apart, whose trust
is in a spider’s web. 15 He shall lean
on his house, but it shall not stand.
He shall cling to it, but it shall not
endure. 16 He is green before the sun.
His shoots go forth over his garden.
17 His roots are wrapped around
the rock pile. He sees the place of
stones. 18 If he is destroyed from his

JOB 8:4-9:9

place, then it shall deny him, say-
ing, ‘I have not seen you’. 19 Behold,
this is the joy of his way: out of the
earth, others shall spring. 20 Behold,
God will not cast away a blameless
man, neither will He uphold the evil-
doers. 21 He will still fill your mouth
with laughter, your lips with shout-
ing. 22 Those who hate you shall be
clothed with shame. The tent of the
wicked shall be no more.

CHAPTER 9 Dec. 7
Job’s Response to Bildad

hen Job answered, 2 Truly I

know that it is so, but how can
man be just with God? 3 If He wishes
to contend with him, he can’t answer
Him one time in a thousand. 4 God
who is wise in heart, and mighty in
strength: who has hardened himself
against Him, and prospered? > He
removes the mountains, and they
don’t know it, when He overturns
them in His anger. © He shakes the
earth out of its place. Its pillars trem-
ble. 7 He commands the sun, and it
doesn’t rise, and seals up the stars.
8 He alone stretches out the heav-
ens, and treads on the back of Yam.
9 He makes the Bear, Orion, and the
Pleiades, and the rooms of the south.

8:6 If you were pure and upright — The words of the friends suggest that their view
was in fact that of the satan in the prologue; a case can be made that they are in fact
the ‘satan’ / adversary figure. Satan quibbled with God’s pronunciation of Job as per-
fect and upright (1:8). And here Bildad likewise seems to allude to this when he com-
ments that if Job were indeed pure and upright, then God would help him.

8:8-10 Bildad emphasizes the view of traditional wisdom; and one theme of Job is that
traditionally accepted ideas about God are shown by His word and by actual experi-
ence to be wrong. Bildad insists that Job must have sinned because traditional wisdom
taught that calamity is always the result of sin. We see here how wrong understandings
lead to damaged personal relationships and tragic misjudgements in practice.
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10 He does great things past finding
out; yes, marvellous things with-
out number. 1 Behold, He goes by
me, and I don’t see Him. He passes
on also, but I don’t perceive Him.
12 Behold, He snatches away. Who
can hinder Him? Who will ask Him,
‘What are you doing?’. 13 God will
not withdraw His anger. The cohorts
of Rahab stoop under Him. 14 How
much less shall I answer Him, and
choose my words to argue with Him?
IS Though I were righteous, yet I
wouldn’t answer Him. I would make
supplication to my judge. 16 If I had
called, and He had answered me, yet
I wouldn’t believe that He listened to
my voice. 17 For He bruises me with
a storm, and multiplies my wounds
without cause. 18 He will not allow
me to catch my breath, but fills me
with bitterness. 19 If it is a matter of
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strength, behold, He is mighty! If of
justice, “Who’, says He, ‘will sum-
mon me?’. 20 Though I am righteous,
my own mouth shall condemn me.
Though I am blameless, it shall prove
me perverse. 21 I am blameless. I
don’t respect myself. I despise my
life. 22 1t is all the same. Therefore
I say that He destroys the blameless
and the wicked. 23 If the scourge kills
suddenly, He will mock at the trial of
the innocent. 24 The earth is given
into the hand of the wicked. He cov-
ers the faces of its judges. If it be not
He, then who is it? 25 Now my days
are swifter than a runner. They flee
away, they see no good, 26 they have
passed away as the swift ships, as the
eagle that swoops on the prey. 27 If
I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I
will put off my sad face, and cheer
up’; 28 I am afraid of all my sorrows,

9:16 1 wouldn t believe that He listened to my voice — In times of depression, even
clearly answered prayer fails to spiritually register with us. And the ending of the book
of Job shows that God in His grace understands that.

9:21 See on 21:7.

9:24 The G.N.B. puts it: “If God didn’t do it, who did?”. This is a key verse in under-
standing the book of Job. After all the theories of “Who’s responsible for all this evil in
Job’s life?’, Job concludes that the source simply has to be God — and not anyone else.
If He truly is all powerful, then who else could ultimately be responsible? Job states
that “the cohorts of Rahab [a Canaanite ‘Satan’ figure] shall stoop under [God]” (:13),
clearly alluding to the helpers of Tiamat in the Babylonian myth. “God alone stretches
out the heavens, and treads on the back of Yam” — the sea, or sea-monster (:8). Job
believed that it was God who was seeking to swallow him up in death (10:8) — surely
alluding to how Mot, the god of death, was thought to have jaws encompassing the
earth and swallowing up people at their death into the underworld. But Job rejected
that myth — he saw God as the swallower, and death as a return to the dust, albeit in
hope of bodily resurrection at the last day (19:25-27).

9:28 I know that You — Note the change of pronoun. As Job talks about God as “He”
in replying to Bildad, he moves on to address himself directly to God (see too 16:5-7).
Dialogue with others about our faith and turmoils often leads to our direct approach
to Him in a way which would never have happened if we’d not bothered to have that
dialogue but stored all these things up internally.
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I know that You will not hold me
innocent. 29 I shall be condemned.
Why then do I labour in vain? 30 If T
wash myself with snow, and cleanse
my hands with lye, 3! yet You will
plunge me in the ditch. My own

JOB 9:28-9:35

answer Him, that we should come
together in judgment. 33 There is no
umpire between us, that might lay
his hand on us both. 34 Let Him take
his rod away from me. Let His terror
not make me afraid, 35 then I would

clothes shall abhor me. 32 For He
is not a man, as I am, that I should

speak, and not fear Him; but I am not
in such a position within myself.

9:32 Come together in judgment — The prologue opens with the court of Heaven. The
‘Satan’ figure is not in itself evil, but could refer to an Angel [a ‘good’ one, as there are
no ‘sinful” Angels], or an Angel representative of a fellow worshipper on earth. The
debates in Heaven between the Angels are reflected and carried out on earth — rather
like how in Daniel 1-6 we have events on earth described in historical terms, and then
we are given an insight into what’s been going on in Heaven in Daniel 7-12. Yet the
court / legal language continues throughout the book — e.g. Job is “perfect”, i.e. legally
blameless. Job appeals for ‘witnesses’ (:33-35; 16:18-22; 19:20-27), an advocate in
Heaven (:33), denies his guilt and demands a legal list of his sins (13:19), wishes for
God to come to trial (:3), and thus Job is described as a man who has taken out a ‘case’
with God (23:4; 40:2). Job 29-31 is effectively Job’s declaration of legal innocence
and an appeal to God to hear his case more sympathetically (31:35). God pronounces
a final legal verdict at the end (42:7). It’s as if the whole experience of Job was [at
least partly] in order to test out the Canaanite theories of ‘Satan’, suffering and evil
in the court of Heaven. The friends represent the traditional views of evil, and often
make reference to the myths of their day about ‘Satan’ figures. They speak as if they
are the final court — Eliphaz speaks of how the judges and elders of their day, the “holy
ones”, had concluded Job was guilty, and that they, the friends, were right: “To which
of the holy ones will you appeal [legal language]?... we have [legally] examined this,
and it [Job’s guilt] is true” (5:1,27). This is of great comfort to those who feel mis-
judged by man — above them in Heaven the ultimate Heavenly court is considering
our case, and that is all that matters. Job perhaps perceived this, even though the vi-
sion of the court of Heaven in chapters 1 and 2 was presumably unknown to him as
he endured his sufferings; for in response to the friends” wrong judgment of him, he
comments that “God covers the faces of the judges of the earth” (9:24). The final sum-
ming up speeches from both God and Job simply emphasize the omnipotence of God;
how ultimately He has been the adversary to Job, and there is no room in the cosmos
of His creation for any other power, especially any of the various personal ‘Satan’
figures believed in by the worlds of both Canaan and Babylon. The heavenly court of
“sons of God” is paralleled with all the stars in 38:7. Bear in mind that the stars were
understood as pagan deities. The whole pagan understanding of the cosmos is being
deconstructed. The stars are paralleled with the Angelic sons of God who are all to-
tally under God’s control; they are His Heavenly court.

9:33 There is no umpire between us — Job’s sufferings and mental torments led him to
perceive the need for a mediator; he was led through it all to understand his need for
Christ. And our experiences are designed the same way. See on 10:4.
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CHAPTER 10 Dec. 8
Job Continues His Response to
Bildad

y soul is weary of my life. I

will give free course to my
complaint. I will speak in the bit-
terness of my soul. 2 1 will tell God,
‘Do not condemn me. Show me why
You contend with me. 3 Is it good to
You that You should oppress, that
You should despise the work of Your
hands, and smile on the counsel of
the wicked? 4 Do You have eyes of
flesh? Or do You see as man sees?
5 Are Your days as the days of mor-
tals, or Your years as man’s years,
6 that You inquire after my iniquity,
and search after my sin? 7 Although
You know that I am not wicked, there
is no one who can deliver out of Your
hand. 8 Your hands have framed me
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and fashioned me altogether, yet You
swallow me up. 9 Remember, I beg
You, that You have fashioned me as
clay. Will You bring me into dust
again? 10 Haven’t You poured me
out like milk, and curdled me like
cheese? 11 You have clothed me with
skin and flesh, and knit me together
with bones and sinews. 12 You have
granted me life and grace. Your visi-
tation has preserved my spirit. 13 Yet
You hid these things in Your heart. |
know that this is with You: 14 If I sin,
then You mark me. You will not ac-
quit me from my iniquity. 15 If [ am
wicked, woe to me. If [ am righteous,
I still shall not lift up my head, being
filled with disgrace, and conscious of
my affliction. 16 If my head is held
high, You hunt me like a lion. Again
You show Yourself wonderful to me.

10:4 See on 9:33. Job through his sufferings came to so wish that God could fully
appreciate things from a human perspective. Unknown to him at the time, Job was
coming to long for the real, Biblical Christ — a man of our nature yet God’s Son, our
representative who could empathize with us and reveal the human face of God.

10:8 See on 9:24.

10:9 Will You bring me into dust again — Job had no belief in an ‘immortal soul’;
he believed the Biblical position, that we are made from dust and will return to dust
again, with no inherent immortality. This is alluding to Gen.3:19 — the curse upon
sinful Adam that he would return to the dust. Job seems to be admitting that he is
like Adam in that it appeared God was going to end his life as a result of his sin —
return him to the dust. But he reasons that this is unfair, seeing he has not sinned
(10:7,14,15). Thus he oscillates between saying he has sinned and is like Adam, and
then claiming that although he is being treated like Adam this is unfair. Similarly Job
complains “He bruises me...without cause” (9:17); the same word translated “bruise”
in Gen.3:15, thus implying that he is receiving the result of the punishment in Eden
for no reason. 27:2-4 also alludes to the record of God’s creation of Adam in Gen.2:7.
In 31:33 Job denies that he is like Adam in that unlike him, he has no sin to hide: “If I
covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity...”. And yet like Adam he
was humiliated by God’s questioning at the end of the book. See on 13:20-22; 14:20.
We too oscillate between accepting our sinfulness and yet considering our judgment
for it as unfair. We are all brought like Job to the crushing and total acceptance of it
in the end.

10:16 Again You show Yourself wonderful to me — Job felt as we sometimes do that
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17 You renew Your witnesses against
me, and increase Your indignation on
me. Changes and warfare are within
me. 18 “Why, then, have You brought
me forth out of the womb? I wish I
had given up the spirit, and no eye
had seen me. 191 should have been as
though I had not been. I should have
been carried from the womb to the
grave. 20 Aren’t my days few? Cease
then. Leave me alone, that I may find
a little comfort, 21 before I go where
I shall not return from, to the land of
darkness and of the shadow of death;
22 the land dark as midnight, of the
shadow of death, without any order,
where the light is as midnight’.

CHAPTER 11 Dec. 9
Zophar’s First Speech

hen Zophar the Naamathite re-

sponded, 2 Shouldn’t the multi-
tude of words be answered? Should
a man full of talk be justified?
3 Should your boastings make men
hold their peace? When you mock,
shall no man make you ashamed?
4 For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure. I
am clean in Your eyes’. 5 But oh that
God would speak, and open His lips
against you, ¢ that He would show
you the secrets of wisdom! For true
wisdom has two sides. Know there-
fore that God exacts of you less

JOB 10:17-11:20

than your iniquity deserves. 7 Can
you fathom the mystery of God? Or
can you probe the limits of the Al-
mighty? 8 They are high as heaven.
What can you do? They are deeper
than Sheol. What can you know?
9 Its measure is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea. 10 If He
passes by, or confines, or convenes
a court, then who can oppose Him?
1T For He knows false men. He sees
iniquity also, even though He doesn’t
consider it. 12 An empty-headed man
becomes wise when a man is born
as a wild donkey’s colt. 13 If you set
your heart aright, stretch out your
hands toward Him. 14 If iniquity is in
your hand, put it far away. Don’t let
unrighteousness dwell in your tents.
15 Surely then you shall lift up your
face without spot; yes, you shall be
steadfast, and shall not fear: 16 for
you shall forget your misery. You
shall remember it as waters that are
passed away. 17 Life shall be clearer
than the noonday. Though there is
darkness, it shall be as the morning.
18 You shall be secure, because there
is hope. Yes, you shall search, and
shall take your rest in safety. 19 Also
you shall lie down, and none shall
make you afraid. Yes, many shall
court your favour. 20 But the eyes of
the wicked shall fail. They shall have

one moment God is tender and gracious, but the next almost violent and rough with
us. But this is only because we fail to perceive the full picture of God.

10:21 / go where I shall not return from — Job’s faith in resurrection and ultimate sal-
vation oscillated; for in 19:25-27 he is very clear about it. It could be, however, that
Job was forced to a belief in resurrection, judgment and reward at the last day by his
sustained reflection on the fact that he as a basically good man was so suffering, the
wicked were prospering, and yet God is a God who [for all Job’s doubts of the mo-
ment] must ultimately reward the righteous and the wicked.
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no way to flee. Their hope shall be
the giving up of the spirit.

CHAPTER 12 Dec. 10
Job Responds to Zophar

hen Job answered, 2 No doubt,

but you are the people, and wis-
dom shall die with you. 3 But I have
understanding as well as you; I am
not inferior to you. Yes, who doesn’t
know such things as these? 4 1 am
like one who is a joke to his neigh-
bour, because I called on God, and
He answered. The just, the blame-
less man is a joke. 5 In the thought
of him who is at ease there is con-
tempt for misfortune. It is ready for
them whose foot slips. ¢ The tents of
robbers prosper. Those who provoke
God are secure, who carry their God
in their hands. 7 But ask the animals
now, and they shall teach you; the
birds of the sky, and they shall tell
you. 8 Or speak to the earth, and it
shall teach you. The fish of the sea
shall declare to you. © Who doesn’t
know that in all these, the hand of
Yahweh has done this, 10 in whose
hand is the life of every living thing,
and the breath of all mankind?
11 Doesn’t the ear try words, even
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as the palate tastes its food? 12 With
aged men is wisdom, in length of
days understanding. 13 With God is
wisdom and might. He has counsel
and understanding. 14 Behold, He
breaks down, and it can’t be built
again. He imprisons a man, and there
can be no release. 15 Behold, He
withholds the waters, and they dry
up. Again, He sends them out, and
they overturn the earth. 16 With Him
is strength and wisdom. The deceived
and the deceiver are His. 17 He leads
counsellors away stripped. He makes
judges fools. 18 He loosens the bond
of kings. He binds their waist with
a belt. 19 He leads priests away
stripped, and overthrows the mighty.
20 He removes the speech of those
who are trusted, and takes away the
understanding of the elders. 21 He
pours contempt on princes, and loos-
ens the belt of the strong. 22 He un-
covers deep things out of darkness,
and brings out to light the shadow
of death. 23 He increases the nations,
and He destroys them. He enlarges
the nations, and He leads them cap-
tive. 24 He takes away understanding
from the chiefs of the people of the
earth, and causes them to wander in

11:10 If He... convenes a court... who can oppose Him? — Job disagreed. He felt as did
Moses and others that we can enter dialogue with God, disagree with Him, ask Him
to change His mind. Zophar is reasoning from the perspective that all we can do is to
submit to God, in an almost Islamic sense. Yet God thirsts for relationship with us; and
therefore we can reason with God, even in the court of Heaven.

12:3 I am not inferior to you — Job repeats this in 13:2. Job refused to take false guilt,
nor to feel himself inferior to those who accused him of sinning and who insisted he
take their advice and adopt their perspectives. He realized that those who were trying
to push him down beneath them were mere men like him. We too at times have to con-
sciously refuse to be psychologically pushed down beneath others.

12:19 See on 13:26-28.
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a wilderness where there is no way.
25 They grope in the dark without
light. He makes them stagger like a
drunken man.

CHAPTER 13 Dec. 11
Job Continues His Speech

ehold, my eye has seen all this.

My ear has heard and under-
stood it. 2 What you know, I know
also. I am not inferior to you. 3 Sure-
ly I would speak to the Almighty. I
desire to reason with God. 4 But you
are forgers of lies. You are all phy-
sicians of no value. 5 Oh that you
would be completely silent! Then
you would be wise. ¢ Hear now my
reasoning. Listen to the pleadings of
my lips. 7 Will you speak unright-
eously for God, and talk deceitfully
for Him? 8 Will you show partiality
to Him? Will you contend for God?
9 Is it good that He should search
you out? Or as one deceives a man,
will you deceive Him? 10 He will

JOB 12:24-13:21

surely reprove you if you secretly
show partiality. 11 Shall not His
majesty make you afraid, and His
dread fall on you? 12 Your memo-
rable sayings are proverbs of ashes,
your defences are defences of clay.
13 Be silent, leave me alone, that I
may speak. Let come on me what
will. 14 Why should I take my flesh
in my teeth, and put my life in my
hand? 15 Even if He slays me, still I
will trust in Him. Nevertheless, I will
justify my ways before Him. 16 This
also shall be my salvation, in that a
Godless man shall not come before
Him. 17 Hear diligently my speech.
Let my declaration be in Your ears.
18 See now, I have set my cause in
order. I know that I am righteous.
19" Who is he who will contend with
me? For then would I hold my peace
and give up the spirit. 20 Only don’t
do two things to me; then I will not
hide myself from Your face: 21 with-
draw Your hand far from me; and

13:15 Even if He slays me, still I will trust in Him — The language of ‘slaying’ takes
us back to the Mosaic commands about how a ‘slayer’ of a man might be killed by
the ‘avenger of blood’ (Dt. 19:6). Job saw God as slaying him; yet he also sees God
as the ‘witness’ in the case (16:19), and the avenger of Job’s blood (19:25). Job even
asks God to not let the earth cover his blood, so that God as the avenger of Job’s blood
may avenge Job’s death (16:18). Job does not see ‘Satan’ as his slayer, and God as the
avenger of his blood. Instead Job — in a quite breathtaking set of associations — sees
God in all these things: the slayer, the legal witness to the slayer, the avenger of blood,
and the One who will enforce the doing of justice in this case, the One who will not
let the earth cover Job’s blood. If Job really believed in a superhuman Satan, in Satan
as the bad guy and God as the avenger of the injustice, he surely would’ve expressed
himself differently. As Job imagines God as it were taking vengeance on Himself, so
he came to portray for all time the way that evil and good are indeed both ultimately
from God.

13:20-22 This alludes to the fall of Adam in Eden. Job was recognizing that he had
sinned, that he knew that the sense of spiritual limbo he was in paralleled Adam’s
hiding from God in Eden, but that he would only respond to God’s call and come
out of hiding to confess his sin as he knew God wanted him to, if God withdrew His
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don’t let Your terror make me afraid.
22 Then call, and I will answer; or
let me speak, and You answer me.
23 How many are my iniquities and
sins? Make me know my disobedi-
ence and my sin. 24 Why do You hide
Your face, and hold me for Your ene-
my? 25 Will You harass a driven leaf?
Will You pursue the dry stubble?
26 For You write bitter things against
me, and make me inherit the iniqui-
ties of my youth: 27 You also put my
feet in the stocks, and mark all my
paths. You set a mark on the soles of
my feet, 28 though [ am decaying like
a rotten thing, like a garment that is
moth-eaten.

CHAPTER 14 Dec. 12
Further Words from Job
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ble. 2 He comes forth like a flower,
and is cut down. He also flees like a
shadow, and doesn’t continue. 3 Do
You open your eyes on such a one,
and bring me into judgment with
You? 4 Who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean? Not one. 5 See-
ing his days are determined, the
number of his months is with You,
and You have appointed his bounds
that he can’t pass; ¢ look away from
him, that he may rest, until he shall
accomplish, as a hireling, his day.
7 For there is hope for a tree, If it is
cut down, that it will sprout again,
that the tender branch of it will not
cease. 8 Though its root grows old
in the earth, and its stock dies in
the ground, 9 yet through the scent
of water it will bud, and put forth
boughs like a plant. 10 But man dies,

Man, who is born of a woman, is

of few days, and full of trou- | and is laid low. Yes, man gives up

hand — i.e. relieved him of the immediate trials he was then experiencing. Thus Job
was trying to barter with God — wanting Him to withdraw the trials in return for Job
making the confession which he knew God wanted. See on 10:9; 14:20. In various
but differing ways, we all madly struggle against the call to totally repent; whether by
pure stubbornness, misinterpreting Scripture, or whatever twisted logic and sophistry.
One lesson of the book of Job is the way God seeks to bring us to total and utter re-
pentance.

13:27 The mark on him that was a witness wherever he went echoes that which God
put on Cain. God’s preservation of Cain from death also finds a parallel in Job’s feel-
ing that God is preserving him unnaturally (3:21-23; 10:9-15). As with the similarities
with Adam (see on 10:9), Job complains that although he is associated with Cain, this
is not really fair. “You set a mark on the soles of my feet” because, Job complains,
God observes him with unnecessary detail. Zophar possibly recognized that Job was
like Cain in that his face had fallen and he was so angry, although also fearful of God
(Gen. 4:5); he said that if Job repented he would “lift up his face and not fear” (11:15).
See on 16:17,18. As noted on 13:20-22, all feelings we have that our suffering is un-
fair are all part of our stubborn refusal to face the enormity and just consequences of
our sin.

14:4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? — Job seems to be justifying his
sins by arguing that sin is inevitable because of our nature. This is just a theological
form of the stubborn refusal to face up to our sinfulness as noted on 13:20-22. The
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the spirit, and where is he? !l As
the waters fail from the sea, and the
river wastes and dries up, 12 so man
lies down and doesn’t rise. Until the
heavens are no more, they shall not
awake, nor be roused out of their
sleep. 13 Oh that You would hide me
in Sheol, that You would keep me
secret, until Your wrath is past, that
You would appoint me a set time,
and remember me! 14 If a man dies,
shall he live again? All the days of
my warfare would I wait, until my
release should come. 15 You would
call, and I would answer You. You
would have a desire to the work of
Your hands. 16 But now You number
my steps. Don’t You watch over my
sin? 17 My disobedience is sealed up
in a bag. You fasten up my iniquity.
18 But the mountain falling comes
to nothing. The rock is removed
out of its place; 19 the waters wear
away the stones. The torrents of it
wash away the dust of the earth. So

JOB 14:10-15:6

You destroy the hope of man. 20 You
forever prevail against him, and he
departs. You change his face, and
send him away. 21 His sons come to
honour, and he doesn’t know it. They
are brought low, but he doesn’t per-
ceive it about them. 22 But his flesh
on him has pain, and his soul within
him mourns.

CHAPTER 15 Dec. 13
Eliphaz’s Second Speech

hen Eliphaz the Temanite an-

swered, 2 Should a wise man
answer with vain knowledge, and
fill himself with the east wind?
3 Should he reason with unprofitable
talk, or with speeches with which
he can do no good? 4 Yes, you do
away with fear, and hinder devo-
tion before God. 5 For your iniquity
teaches your mouth, and you choose
the language of the crafty. ¢ Your
own mouth condemns you, and not
I. Yes, your own lips testify against

Lord Jesus had our nature and yet didn’t sin; all that we say about human nature we
say about Him. We aren’t inevitable sinners, victims of a human nature which wasn’t
our fault as it were. See on 15:14,15.

14:12 So man lies down and doesn t rise — Job’s faith in and desire for a future resur-
rection develops throughout the book; in 19:25-27 he is very clear about it and his
earnest longing for it.

14:20 The reference to change and sending away refers to Adam being sent out of
Eden, or also to Cain’s countenance falling and then being sent away from God. Yet in
:15 Job is alluding to God’s calling to Adam in the garden; and Job is full of reasons
which he will give God of his own rightness and innocence. So at this stage, Job is
torn between recognizing his sinfulness and yet justifying it, perhaps only seeing it
in terms of being a victim of the consequences of Adam’s sin in Eden. As the book
progresses, he is brought to the total acceptance of personal sinfulness and the justness
of Divine punishment which God seeks to bring us all to.

15:6 These words are alluded to by Jesus when He taught that our words will be the
basis of our condemnation or acceptance (Mt. 12:37). He also picks up this verse in
His words to the one-talent man in the parable: “Out of your own mouth will I judge
you” (Lk. 19:22). The only ones to be rejected at the last day are those whose words in
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you. 7 Are you the first man who was
born? Or were you brought forth be-
fore the hills? 8 Have you heard the
secret counsel of God? Do you limit
wisdom to yourself? 9 What do you
know, that we don’t know? What do
you understand, which is not in us?
10 With us are both the gray-headed
and the very aged men, much elder
than your father. ! Are the conso-
lations of God too small for you,
even the word that is gentle toward
you? 12 Why does your heart carry
you away? Why do your eyes flash,
13 that you turn your spirit against
God, and let such words go out of
your mouth? 14 What is man, that
he should be clean? What is he who
is born of a woman, that he should
be righteous? 15 Behold, He puts no
trust in His holy ones. Yes, the heav-
ens are not clean in His sight; 16 how
much less one who is abominable and
corrupt, a man who drinks iniquity
like water! 17T will show you, listen
to me; that which I have seen I will
declare, 18 which wise men have told
by their fathers, and have not hidden
it; 19 to whom alone the land was
given, and no stranger passed among
them: 20 the wicked man writhes in
pain all his days, even the number
of years that are laid up for the op-
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pressor. 21 A sound of terrors is in his
ears. In prosperity the destroyer shall
come on him. 22 He doesn’t believe
that he shall return out of darkness.
He is waited for by the sword. 23 He
wanders abroad for bread, saying,
‘Where is it?’. He knows that the
day of darkness is ready at his hand.
They prevail against him, as a king
ready to the battle. 25 Because he
has stretched out his hand against
God, and behaves himself proudly
against the Almighty; 26 he runs at
Him with a stiff neck, with the thick
shields of his bucklers; 27 because
he has covered his face with his fat-
ness, and gathered fat on his thighs.
28 He has lived in desolate cities,
in houses which no one inhabited,
which were ready to become heaps.
29 He shall not be rich, neither shall
his substance continue, neither shall
their possessions be extended on
the earth. 30 He shall not depart out
of darkness. The flame shall dry up
his branches. By the breath of God’s
mouth shall he go away. 3! Let him
not trust in emptiness, deceiving
himself; for emptiness shall be his
reward. 32 It shall be accomplished
before his time. His branch shall not
be green. 33 He shall shake off his un-
ripe grape as the vine, and shall cast

this life have asked for it. Our words will as it were be quoted back to us in that day.
This is how important they are.

15:14, 15 Eliphaz’s view of both human beings and Angels was wrong. We aren’t in-
evitable sinners just because of our nature; it’s no sin to be human, to be alive, and the
wrath of God isn’t kindled upon every baby who is conceived and born just because
they are humans. See on 14:4. God perhaps answers the wrong idea that Angels sin by
commenting that a// of them rejoiced in His creation (38:7).

15:21 Eliphaz says that Job’s sudden problems amid his prosperity were what would
happen to all the wicked. This seems to be alluded to in 1 Thess.5:3 concerning the
sudden destruction of rich, spiritually self confident ‘believers’ at Christ’s return.
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off his flower as the olive tree. 34 For
the company of the Godless shall be
barren, and fire shall consume the
tents of bribery. 35 They conceive
mischief, and bring forth iniquity.
Their heart prepares deceit.

CHAPTER 16 Dec. 14
Job Responds to Eliphaz

hen Job answered, 2 I have heard

many such things. You are all
miserable comforters! 3 Shall vain
words have an end? Or what pro-
vokes you that you answer? 41 also
could speak as you do. If your soul
were in my soul’s place, I could join
words together against you, and
shake my head at you, 5 but I would
strengthen you with my mouth. The
solace of my lips would relieve you.
6 Though I speak, my grief is not
subsided. Though I forbear, what am
1 eased? 7 But now, God, you have
surely worn me out. You have made
desolate all my company. 8 You have
shrivelled me up. This is a witness

JOB 15:33-16:17

against me. My leanness rises up
against me. It testifies to my face.
9 He has torn me in His wrath, and
persecuted me. He has gnashed on
me with His teeth. My adversary
sharpens His eyes on me. 10 They
have gaped on me with their mouth.
They have struck me on the cheek re-
proachfully. They gather themselves
together against me. 11 God delivers
me to the ungodly, and casts me into
the hands of the wicked. 12 T was at
ease, and He broke me apart. Yes, He
has taken me by the neck, and dashed
me to pieces. He has also set me up
for His target. 13 His archers surround
me. He splits my kidneys apart, and
does not spare. He pours out my gall
on the ground. 14 He breaks me with
blow after blow. He runs on me like
a giant. 15T have sewed sackcloth on
my skin, and have thrust my horn
in the dust. 16 My face is red with
weeping. Deep darkness is on my
eyelids. 17 Although there is no vio-
lence in my hands, and my prayer is

15:35 They conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity. Their heart prepares deceit —
Sin is often described as being conceived within the human heart (Acts 5:4; James
1:13-15). Sin is totally our fault; it proceeds out of the human heart (Mk. 7:15-23), not
because of any cosmic ‘Satan’ being making us sin.

16:5-7 See on 9:28.

16:9 My adversary sharpens His eyes on me — The Hebrew word satan means ‘ad-
versary’. Although a different Hebrew word is used here, Job clearly saw God as his
adversary and not any wicked cosmic being.

16:9-14 It was so hard for Job to accept that God and not any orthodox ‘Satan’ figure
was his adversary. It’s one thing to deduce from the Bible that both good and disaster
comes from the Lord, as taught in Is. 45:5-7. It’s of course quite another to accept it
in real life, and Job is an inspiring example. The poetry here speaks of Job’s awesome
and even angry realization that God is in fact [in a sense] his enemy / adversary. See
on 19:26.

16:17, 18 Here Job associates himself with unfairly persecuted Abel; he likens his cry
for justice to the crying of Abel’s blood from the ground in Gen.4:10. He is trying to
justify his refusal to recognize that he, a relatively righteous man, was in fact a serious
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pure. 18 Earth, don’t cover my blood.
Let my cry have no place to rest.
19 Even now, behold, my witness is
in heaven. He who vouches for me
is on high. 20 My friends scoff at
me. My eyes pour out tears to God,
21 that He would maintain the right
of a man with God, of a son of man
with his neighbour! 22 For when a
few years have come, I shall go the
way of no return.

CHAPTER 17 Dec. 14
Job Continues His Response to
Eliphaz

y spirit is consumed. My days

are extinct, and the grave
is ready for me. 2 Surely there are
mockers with me. My eye dwells
on their provocation. 3 Now give
a pledge, be collateral for me with
Yourself. Who is there who will
strike hands with me? 4 For You
have hidden their heart from under-
standing, therefore You shall not
exalt them. 5 He who denounces his
friends for a prey, even the eyes of
his children shall fail. ¢ But He has
made me a byword of the people.
They spit in my face. 7 My eye also
is dim by reason of sorrow. All my
members are as a shadow. 8 Upright
men shall be astonished at this. The
innocent shall stir up himself against
the godless. 9 Yet shall the right-
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eous hold on to his way. He who
has clean hands shall grow stronger
and stronger. 10 But as for you all,
come on now again; | shall not find
a wise man among you. !I My days
are past, my plans are broken off, as
are the thoughts of my heart. 12 They
change the night into day, saying
‘The light is near’ in the presence of
darkness. 13 If I look for Sheol as my
house, if [ have spread my couch in
the darkness, 14 if T have said to cor-
ruption, ‘You are my father’; to the
worm, ‘My mother’, and ‘my sister’;
15 where then is my hope? As for my
hope, who shall see it? 16 Shall it go
down with me to the gates of Sheol,
or descend together into the dust?

CHAPTER 18 Dec. 15
Bildad’s Second Speech

hen Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 How long will you hunt for
words? Consider, and afterwards we
will speak. 3 Why are we counted as
animals, which have become unclean
in your sight? 4 You who tear your-
self in your anger, shall the earth be
forsaken for you? Or shall the rock
be removed out of its place? 5 Yes,
the light of the wicked shall be put
out, the spark of his fire shall not
shine. 6 The light shall be dark in his
tent. His lamp above him shall be
put out. 7 The steps of his strength

sinner. It’s perhaps easier for those the world considers sinners to come to repentance
than it is for those whom the world considers ‘normal’ and even righteous. This in-
cludes many of us; hence the biting relevance of Job to us. See on 13:20-22.

17:9 Shall grow stronger and stronger — There is an upward spiral in spiritual life, and
also a downward spiral, in which, e.g., God hides correct understanding from people
(:4) in response to their not really wanting it. Thus He can even delude people to be-

lieve lies (2 Thess. 2:11).
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shall be shortened. His own coun-
sel shall cast him down. & For he is
cast into a net by his own feet, and
he wanders into its mesh. 9 A snare
will take him by the heel. A trap will
catch him. 10 A noose is hidden for
him in the ground, a trap for him in
the way. !l Terrors shall make him
afraid on every side, and shall chase
him at his heels. 12 His strength shall
be famished. Calamity shall be ready
at his side. 13 The members of his
body shall be devoured. The firstborn
of death shall devour his members.
14 He shall be rooted out of his tent
where he trusts. He shall be brought
to the king of terrors. 15 There shall
dwell in his tent that which is none of
his. Sulphur shall be scattered on his
habitation. 16 His roots shall be dried
up beneath. Above shall his branch
be cut off. 17 His memory shall per-
ish from the earth. He shall have

JOB 18:7-19:5

no name in the street. 18 He shall
be driven from light into darkness,
and chased out of the world. 1° He
shall have neither son nor grandson
among his people, nor any remaining
where he lived. 20 Those who come
after shall be astonished at his day, as
those who went before were fright-
ened. 21 Surely such are the dwell-
ings of the unrighteous. This is the
place of him who doesn’t know God.

CHAPTER 19 Dec. 15
Job Responds to Bildad
hen Job answered, 2 How long
will you torment me, and crush
me with words? 3 You have re-
proached me ten times. You aren’t
ashamed that you attack me. 4 If it
is true that I have erred, my error
remains with myself. 5 If indeed you
will magnify yourselves against me,
and plead against me my reproach;

18:14 The king of terrors — Bildad blamed Job’s calamity upon pagan versions of the
‘Satan’ myth such as this supposed king, and the “firstborn of death” (:13). One inten-
tion of the book of Job is to deconstruct these ideas and to present God as the ultimate
source of both good and disaster.

18:19 Bildad throughout this chapter is alluding to Job’s loss of his home and family,
and is certain that the next step is for Job himself to die without descendants — be-
cause, he assumes, Job has sinned. The restoration of Job’s health and the gift of a new
family at the end of the book proves Bildad so wrong. We need to learn the lesson not
to assume things about others’ relationship with God nor about the meaning of events
in their lives.

19:2 Crush me with words — We should never assume that words are harmless. One
lesson from the book of Job, as we see his mental agony progressing throughout his
responses to the friends, is that words do indeed crush and hurt; they are often remem-
bered for years after they have been spoken or written. God’s law is unique amongst
legal codes for criminalizing words and thoughts as much as actions.

19:4 My error remains with myself — A very true observation. It’s often the case that
when someone sins against one individual, others, or indeed a whole congregation,
consider that the sin has been against them and that they somehow are called to for-
give the sin and to demand repentance towards them. By doing so they are making the
same mistake as the friends. We are to forgive sin against ourselves, and not take upon
ourselves other sins as if they were against us personally.
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6 know now that God has subverted
me, and has surrounded me with His
net. 7 Behold, T cry out because of
injustice, but I am not heard. I cry
for help, but there is no justice. 8 He
has walled up my way so that I can’t
pass, and has set darkness in my
paths. 9 He has stripped me of my
glory, and taken the crown from my
head. 10 He has broken me down on
every side, and I am gone. My hope
He has plucked up like a tree. 11 He
has also kindled His wrath against
me. He counts me among His adver-
saries. 12 His troops come on togeth-
er, build a siege ramp against me,
and encamp around my tent. 13 He
has put my brothers far from me. My
acquaintances are wholly estranged
from me. 14 My relatives have gone
away. My familiar friends have for-
gotten me. 15 Those who dwell in
my house, and my maids, count me
for a stranger. [ am an alien in their
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sight. 16 T call to my servant, and he
gives me no answer. | beg him with
my mouth. 17 My breath is offensive
to my wife. I am loathsome to the
children of my own mother. 18 Even
young children despise me. If 1
arise, they speak against me. 19 All
my familiar friends abhor me. They
whom I loved have turned against
me. 20 My bones stick to my skin
and to my flesh. I have escaped by
the skin of my teeth. 21 Have pity on
me, have pity on me, you my friends;
for the hand of God has touched me.
22 Why do you persecute me as God,
and are not satisfied with my flesh?
23 Oh that my words were now writ-
ten! Oh that they were inscribed in a
book! 24 That with an iron pen and
lead they were engraved in the rock
forever! 25 But as for me, 1 know
that my Redeemer lives. In the end,
he will stand upon the earth. 26 Af-
ter my skin is destroyed, then in my

19:8 Num. 22:22 describes how an Angel of God stood in a narrow, walled path be-
fore Balaam, so that his donkey fell down beneath him. That Angel is described as a
“satan”, an adversary, to Balaam. Job comments how the sufferings which the ‘satan’
brought upon him were God ‘walling up my way that I cannot pass’. The connection
is clear — and may indicate that Job’s satan was a satan-Angel, acting on God’s behalf
as an adversary to Job just as such an Angel did to Balaam. Job and Balaam have
certain similarities — both were prophets (in Job’s case see 4:4; 23:12; 29:4 cp. 15:8;
Amos 3:7; James 5:10,11); both had genuine difficulty in understanding God’s ways,
but they to varying degrees consciously rebelled against what they did understand;
both thus became angry with God, and were reproved by God through being brought
to consider the Angel-controlled natural creation. Job should’ve learnt from Balaam —
or vice versa — that God’s walling us in is because He wants us to go His way, and we
shouldn’t try to force our way past Him.

19:21 The hand of God has touched me — God put Job into the hand of the ‘satan’
(1:12). Job saw the satan as basically God in action, not as a cosmic being outside of
God’s control and not performing His bidding.

19:26 In 2:4-6 we have the ‘Satan’ commenting that Job’s flesh and skin need to be
harmed; but here we have Job stating his faith that even though God destroys his flesh
and skin, yet God shall ultimately save him.
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flesh shall I see God, 27 whom I, even
I, shall see for myself. My eyes shall
see it, and not a stranger’s. My heart
is consumed within me. 28 If you say,
‘How we will persecute him!’; be-
cause the root of the matter is found
in me, 29 be afraid of the sword, for
wrath brings the punishments of the
sword, that you may know there is a
judgment.

CHAPTER 20 Dec. 16
Zophar’s Second Speech

hen Zophar the Naamathite

answered, 2 Therefore do my
thoughts make me answer, even by
reason of my haste that is in me. 3 I
have heard the reproof which seeks
to shame me. The spirit of my under-
standing makes me answer. 4 Don’t
you know this from old time, since
man was placed on earth, 5 that the
triumphing of the wicked is short,
the joy of the godless but for a mo-
ment? 6 Though his height mount up
to the heavens, and his head reach to
the clouds, 7 yet he shall perish for-
ever like his own dung. Those who
have seen him shall say, “Where is

JOB 19:26-20:19

he?’. 8 He shall fly away as a dream,
and shall not be found. Yes, he shall
be chased away like a vision of the
night. 9 The eye which saw him
shall see him no more, neither shall
his place any more see him. 10 His
children shall seek the favour of the
poor. His hands shall give back his
wealth. 11 His bones are full of his
youth, but youth shall lie down with
him in the dust. 12 Though wicked-
ness is sweet in his mouth, though
he hide it under his tongue, 13 though
he spare it, and will not let it go, but
keep it still within his mouth; 14 yet
his food in his bowels is churned. It
is cobra venom within him. 15 He has
swallowed down riches, and he shall
vomit them up again. God will cast
them out of his belly. 16 He shall suck
cobra venom. The viper’s tongue
shall kill him. 17 He shall not look
at the rivers, the flowing streams of
honey and butter. 18 That for which
he laboured he shall restore, and
shall not swallow it down. Accord-
ing to the substance that he has
gotten, he shall not rejoice. 19 For he
has oppressed and forsaken the poor.

19:27 The light at the end of our tunnel is that we will personally see God, with our
own eyes we will behold Him, and not through anyone else’s eyes (see too Is. 33:17).
Job understood God as a personal being.

20:19 Job denies doing these things; if he had, it’s unlikely that God would describe
his earlier life in such positive terms (1:2). Zophar was once Job’s friend, but he now
speaks with a seething anger against him and claims all kind of false things against
Job — which as his “friend” he surely knew weren’t true. This radical change was
related to Zophar’s false understanding that suffering always comes as a result of sin.
He became convinced Job was a sinner, and when he couldn’t prove that, he simply
fabricated things in his mind and then became persuaded they were true. If Zophar had
to admit that Job was righteous, then he would have to revise his view of suffering;
admit he had been wrong; and be prepared to accept that suffering may strike him too,
despite his own apparent righteousness. And it would seem that his jealousy at Job’s
wealth was then vented out. He felt that if Job was a sinner, then he could treat him in
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He has violently taken away a house,
and he shall not build it up. 20 Be-
cause he knew no quietness within
him, he shall not save anything of
that in which he delights. 2! There
was nothing left that he didn’t de-
vour, therefore his prosperity shall
not endure. 22 In the fullness of his
sufficiency, distress shall overtake
him. The hand of each one who is in
misery shall come on him. 23 When
he is about to fill his belly, God will
cast the fierceness of His wrath upon
him. It will rain on him while he is
eating. 24 He shall flee from the iron
weapon. The bronze arrow shall
strike him through. 25 He draws it
forth, and it comes out of his body.
Yes, the glittering point comes out of
his liver. Terrors are upon him. 26 All
darkness is laid up for his treasures.
An unfanned fire shall devour him.
It shall consume that which is left in
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his tent. 27 The heavens shall reveal
his iniquity. The earth shall rise up
against him. 28 The increase of his
house shall depart. They shall rush
away in the day of His wrath. 29 This
is the portion of a wicked man from
God, the heritage appointed to him
by God.

CHAPTER 21 Dec. 17
Job Responds to Zophar

hen Job answered, 2 Listen dili-

gently to my speech. Let this be
your consolation. 3 Allow me, and
I also will speak; after I have spo-
ken, mock on. 4 As for me, is my
complaint to man? Why shouldn’t 1
be impatient? 5 Look at me, and be
astonished. Lay your hand on your
mouth. © When I remember, I am
troubled. Horror takes hold of my
flesh. 7 Why do the wicked live, be-
come old, yes, and grow mighty in

a less than human way. Fear of revising ones’ own understandings, admission of be-
ing wrong forced upon people by others’ experiences, dashed expectations and false
assumptions... can lead to this kind of seething hatred and false accusation, and is the
root of much relationship breakdown today.

21:4 Why shouldn 't I be impatient? — Job falls into the trap of justifying poor behav-
iour because of the extremity of the circumstances. Eventually he is led to the final
climax of chapter 42, where he stops making excuses, blaming his nature, his situation
and the machinations of others — and accepts his sinfulness in toto. It was so hard for
him to do this because relatively speaking he was righteous. But spiritually middle
class believers who keep their noses clean publically and avoid major personal scan-
dals have got to all the same radically repent; and this is the pointed relevance of Job
to so many believers today.

21:7 In 9:21 and by implication in other places, Job effectively says that there is no
point in serving God or striving for obedience to God. This is what the priests of Israel
later said at the time of the restoration from exile (Mal. 3:14). Malachi is alluding to
Job’s words here and in 9:21. Note that Elihu also claimed that Job had said that serv-
ing God was of no profit (34:9). Job has much relevance to the returning exiles — see
on 3:23. Job was ignoring the very fine sensitivity of God to human behaviour; the
fact He is so high and we are so morally low doesn’t mean that our behaviour is ir-
relevant. Job’s problem was a refusal to repent, and he is here making the excuse that
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power? 8 Their child is established
with them in their sight, their off-
spring before their eyes. 9 Their
houses are safe from fear, neither is
the rod of God upon them. 10 Their
bulls breed without fail. Their cows
calve, and don’t miscarry. 1! They
send forth their little ones like a
flock. Their children dance. 12 They
sing to the tambourine and harp,
and rejoice at the sound of the pipe.
13 They spend their days in prosperi-
ty. In an instant they go down to She-
ol. 14 They tell God, ‘Depart from
us, for we don’t want to know about
Your ways. 15 What is the Almighty,
that we should serve Him? What
profit should we have, if we pray to
Him?’. 16 Behold, their prosperity is
not in their hand. The counsel of the
wicked is far from me. 17 How of-
ten is it that the lamp of the wicked
is put out, that their calamity comes
on them, that God distributes sor-
rows to them in His anger? 18 How
often is it that they are as stubble be-
fore the wind, as chaff that the storm
carries away? 19 You say, ‘God lays
up his iniquity for his children’. Let
him recompense it to himself, that
he may know it. 20 Let his own eyes
see his destruction. Let him drink
of the wrath of the Almighty. 2! For
what does he care for his house after
him, when the number of his months
is cut off? 22 Shall any teach God
knowledge, since He judges those
who are high? 23 One dies in his full
strength, being wholly at ease and

JOB 21:7-22:5

quiet. 24 His pails are full of milk.
The marrow of his bones is mois-
tened. 25 Another dies in bitterness
of soul, and never tastes of good.
26 They lie down alike in the dust.
The worm covers them. 27 Behold,
I know your thoughts, the devices
with which you would wrong me.
28 For you say, ‘Where is the house
of the prince? Where is the tent in
which the wicked lived?’ 29 Haven’t
you asked wayfaring men? Don’t
you know their evidences, 30 that the
evil man is reserved to the day of ca-
lamity, that they are led forth to the
day of wrath? 31 Who shall declare
his way to his face? Who shall repay
him what he has done? 32 Yet he will
be carried to the grave. Men shall
keep watch over the tomb. 33 The
clods of the valley shall be sweet to
him. All men shall draw after him, as
there were innumerable before him.
34 So how can you comfort me with
nonsense, because in your answers
there remains only falsehood?

CHAPTER 22 Dec. 18
Eliphaz’s Third Speech
hen Eliphaz the Temanite an-
swered, 2 Can a man be profit-
able to God? Surely he who is wise
is profitable to himself. 3 Is it any
pleasure to the Almighty, that you are
righteous? Or does it benefit Him,
that you make your ways perfect?
41s it for your piety that He reproves
you, that He enters with you into
judgment? 5 Isn’t your wickedness

God’s insensitivity to sin meant he didn’t have to repent. We must learn the lesson —
God’s sensitivity to sin is the very reason we should repent of it.
22:3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that you are righteous? — See on 21:7.
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great? Neither is there any end to
your iniquities.  For you have taken
pledges from your brother for noth-
ing, and stripped the naked of their
clothing. 7 You haven’t given water
to the weary to drink, and you have
withheld bread from the hungry.
8 But as for the mighty man, he had
the earth from you. The honourable
man, he lived in it. 9 You have sent
widows away empty, and the arms
of the fatherless you have broken.
10 Therefore snares are around you.
Sudden fear troubles you, 11 or dark-
ness, so that you can not see, and
floods of waters cover you. 12 Isn’t
God in the heights of heaven? See
the height of the stars, how high
they are! 13 You say, ‘What does
God know? Can He judge through
the thick darkness? 14 Thick clouds
are a covering to Him, so that He
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doesn’t see. He walks on the vault
of the sky’. 15 Will you keep the old
way, which wicked men have trod-
den, 16 who were snatched away
before their time, whose foundation
was poured out as a stream, 17 who
said to God, ‘Depart from us’; and,
‘What can the Almighty do for us?’.
18 Yet He filled their houses with
good things, but the counsel of the
wicked is far from me. 19 The right-
eous see it, and are glad. The inno-
cent ridicule them, 20 saying, ‘Surely
those who rose up against us are cut
off. The fire has consumed their rem-
nant’. 21 Acquaint yourself with Him,
now, and be at peace. Thereby good
shall come to you. 22 Please receive
instruction from His mouth, and lay
up His words in your heart. 23 If you
return to the Almighty, you shall be
built up, if you put away unright-

22:6 You have taken pledges from your brother for nothing, and stripped the naked —
This was absolutely not the case. But Eliphaz was so convinced that suffering comes
as a result of sin that he concluded Job must have sinned and therefore imagined these
things until he became convinced Job had done them. People who start imagining
false things about others because of gut feelings about them end up genuinely believ-
ing those things are true. It all arises from an inability to accept we may be wrong in
our worldview and therefore in our judgment of others.

22:13 You say, ‘What does God know?’ — The fact God sees and knows all things
leads us to right behaviour. Eliphaz here is reasoning that because Job refused to ac-
cept that sin and suffering were related in his case, therefore this implied something
about Job’s view of God. We must be careful of extrapolating like this — if you believe
X then you believe Y about God which means you think God is Z. Such false logic
leads to a perilous path of reasoning which results in the breakdown of relationships,
slander, misrepresentation and judgmentalism which in itself is so wrong before God.
If Eliphaz had left judgment to God and focused instead upon practically helping Job,
he wouldn’t have slid into this path of false logic.

22:22 Please receive instruction from His mouth — Eliphaz is playing God here. What
he means is, ‘Please receive instruction from me’; he assumes too quickly that his
views are God’s. If we accept the Bible as God’s word, then our own intuitions and
life wisdom must be seen by us as just that — and not God’s word. The very specific
existence of God’s word means quite simply that our word isn’t His.
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eousness far from your tents. 24 Lay
your treasure in the dust, the gold
of Ophir among the stones of the
brooks. 25 The Almighty will be your
treasure, and precious silver to you.
26 For then you will delight yourself
in the Almighty, and shall lift up
your face to God. 27 You shall make
your prayer to Him, and He will
hear you. You shall pay your vows.
28 You shall also decree a thing, and
it shall be established to you. Light
shall shine on your ways. 29 When
they cast down, you shall say, ‘Be
lifted up’. He will save the humble
person. 30 He will even deliver him
who is not innocent. Yes, he shall be
delivered through the cleanness of
your hands.

CHAPTER 23 Dec. 19
Job’s Response to Eliphaz
hen Job answered, 2 Even today
my complaint is grievous. His
hand is heavy in spite of my groan-
ing. 3 Oh that I knew where I might
find Him! That I might come even to
His seat! 4 T would set my cause in

JOB 22:23-23:15

order before Him, and fill my mouth
with arguments. 3 I would know the
words which He would answer me,
and understand what He would tell
me. © Would He contend with me in
the greatness of His power? No, but
He would listen to me. 7 There the
upright might reason with Him, so |
should be delivered forever from my
judge. 8 If I go east, He is not there;
if west, I can’t find Him; 9 He works
to the north, but I can’t see Him.
He turns south, but I can’t catch a
glimpse of Him. 10 But He knows
the way that I take. When He has
tried me, I shall come forth like gold.
11 My foot has held fast to His steps.
I have kept His way, and not turned
aside. 12 I haven’t gone back from
the commandment of His lips. I have
treasured up the words of His mouth
more than my necessary food. 13 But
He stands alone, and who can oppose
Him? What His soul desires, even
that He does. 14 For He performs that
which is appointed for me. Many
such things are with Him. !5 There-
fore I am terrified at His presence.

23:10 When He has tried me, I shall come forth like gold — The allusion may be to
a refiner of gold who heats the gold until the dross is purged and becomes so pure
that he sees his own face reflected in the molten gold. This is what the heat of trial is
intended to achieve in our lives. Job perceived God and not any evil ‘satan’ being as
responsible for his trials, and he realized even in his depression that they had a pur-
pose — to bring forth God’s likeness in him.

23:12 The words of His mouth more than my necessary food — As eating is a regular
necessity which we automatically find time for, so our feeding upon God’s word each
day should likewise be regular and natural. In our generation, it ought to be that we
can’t easily lay our head down each night unless we have read or heard His word some
time during the day.

23:15 [ am terrified at His presence — Job’s speeches are full of contradictions. He
feels he is in God’s presence, right before His judgment seat; but at other times he
feels he’s desperately searching for God and trying to get an audience, but God is be-
ing elusive (:8,9). These oscillations in perception of God are part of depression and
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When 1 consider, I am afraid of
Him. 16 For God has made my heart
faint. The Almighty has terrified me.
17 Because I was not cut off before
the darkness, neither did He cover
my face with the thick darkness.

CHAPTER 24 Dec. 19
Job Continues His Response

hy aren’t times laid up by the

Almighty? Why don’t those
who know Him perceive His days?
2 There are people who remove the
landmarks. They violently take away
flocks, and feed them. 3 They drive
away the donkey of the fatherless,
and they take the widow’s ox for a
pledge. 4 They turn the needy out
of the way. The poor of the earth all
hide themselves. 5 Behold, as wild
donkeys in the desert, they go forth
to their work, seeking diligently for
food. The wilderness yields them
bread for their children. ¢ They cut
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their provender in the field. They
glean the vineyard of the wicked.
7 They lie all night naked without
clothing, and have no covering in the
cold. 8 They are wet with the show-
ers of the mountains, and embrace
the rock for lack of a shelter. 9 There
are those who pluck the fatherless
from the breast, and take a pledge
of the poor, 10 so that they go around
naked without clothing. Being hun-
gry, they carry the sheaves. 11 They
make oil within the walls of these
men. They tread wine presses, and
suffer thirst. 12 From out of the popu-
lous city, men groan. The soul of the
wounded cries out, yet God doesn’t
regard the folly. 13 These are of those
who rebel against the light. They
don’t know its ways, nor stay in its
paths. 14 The murderer rises with the
light. He kills the poor and needy.
In the night he is like a thief. 15 The
eye also of the adulterer waits for the

the bi-polar problems Job was obviously experiencing; hence he one moment eagerly
looks ahead to the resurrection, at others he denies a resurrection can happen, or says
he doesn’t want to participate in it. Through it all, God loved and accepted him, so that
at the end of the book He commends Job (42:7). In spiritual terms, we’re all bi-polar.
If we rejoice in God’s gracious acceptance of us and His focus upon our better side,
we urgently need to have this attitude to our brethren, whose weaker side is often right
in our face.

24:1 Whilst God may work according to time periods, those periods aren’t known by
man. We don’t know how long we nor anyone else shall live, nor the exact date of
Christ’s return. Any study of prophetic ‘time periods’ should bear this in mind; that
God wishes us to live as it were in an eternal now, not pacing ourselves according to
our expectations of time, but fully devoted to Him each moment.

24:2 Job in this chapter labours the point that the wicked prosper in this life, and yet
because sin is significant to God, Job concluded that death is the punishment for their
sin. This is stated explicitly in the New Testament (Rom. 6:23). We shouldn’t miss
the significance of death; it is in the end the answer as to why the wicked appear to
prosper in this life. Again, by implication and inference, Job is driven towards hope
in a resurrection from the dead and a recompense in this earth as the result of living
righteously before God.
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twilight, saying, ‘No eye shall see
me’. He disguises his face. 16 In the
dark they dig through houses. They
shut themselves up in the daytime.
They don’t know the light. 17 For the
morning is to all of them like thick
darkness, for they know the terrors
of the thick darkness. 18 They are
foam on the surface of the waters.
Their portion is cursed in the earth.
They don’t turn into the way of the
vineyards. 19 Drought and heat con-
sume the snow waters, so does Sheol
those who have sinned. 20 The womb
shall forget him. The worm shall feed
sweetly on him. He shall be no more
remembered. Unrighteousness shall
be broken as a tree. 2! He devours
the barren who don’t bear. He shows
no kindness to the widow. 22 Yet God
preserves the mighty by His power.
He rises up who has no assurance of
life. 23 God gives them security, and
they rest in it. His eyes are on their
ways. 24 They are exalted; yet a little
while, and they are gone. Yes, they
are brought low, they are taken out
of the way as all others, and are cut
off as the tops of the ears of grain.
25 If it isn’t so now, who will prove

JOB 24:15-26:5

me a liar, and make my speech worth
nothing?

CHAPTER 25 Dec. 20
Bildad’s Third Speech

hen Bildad the Shuhite answered,

2 Dominion and fear are with
Him. He makes peace in His high
places. 3 Can His armies be counted?
On whom does His light not arise?
4 How then can man be just with
God? Or how can he who is born of
a woman be clean? 3 Behold, even
the moon has no brightness, and the
stars are not pure in His sight; ¢ how
much less man, who is a worm, the
son of man, who is a worm!

CHAPTER 26 Dec. 20
Job’s Response to Bildad
hen Job answered, 2 How have
you helped him who is without
power! How have you saved the arm
that has no strength! 3 How have
you counselled him who has no wis-
dom, and plentifully declared sound
knowledge! 4 To whom have you ut-
tered words? Whose spirit came forth
from you? 5 Those who are deceased
tremble, those beneath the waters

25:4 The argument here presented is that because God is so great, man can never be
right with Him. Job who had lived a good life and been declared as righteous by God
must therefore have been driven to wonder how he could be right with God when
he was a sinner, whilst also accepting God’s supreme moral height and the depth of
human failure to be like Him. The answer he was surely driven to is that God would
have to impute His very own righteousness to man. And this is what He does to those
reckoned as “in” Christ. Again we see how the sufferings of Job’s life and his struggle
to understand them led him by inference to the essence of the Christian Gospel, even
if it wasn’t specifically revealed to him in so many words. For the Gospel of imputed
righteousness in Christ had in essence been preached to Abraham (Rom. 4:9; Gal. 3:8).
26:6 Job is alluding to the myths about the supposed ‘satan’ figure Mot having the un-
derworld open before him and pushing into it whoever he wishes. When he speaks of
how “Sheol is naked before God, and Abaddon has no covering” he is saying that God
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and all that live in them. 6 Sheol is
naked before God, and Abaddon has
no covering. 7 He stretches out the
north over empty space, and hangs
the earth upon nothing. 8 He binds up
the waters in His thick clouds, and
the cloud is not burst under them.
9 He encloses the face of His throne,
and spreads His cloud upon it. 10 He
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has defined a boundary on the surface
of the waters, and to the confines of
light and darkness. !! The pillars of
heaven tremble and are astonished at
His rebuke. 12 He stirs up the sea with
His power, and by His understanding
He strikes through Rahab. 13 By His
Spirit the heavens are garnished. His
hand has pierced the swift serpent.

and not Mot has this power; and in that context speaks as if God is the real attacker,
not, therefore, Mot or any other such being. Num. 16:31-35 likewise describes God as
swallowing up Korah, Dathan and Abiram into death in the earth — as if to deconstruct
the idea that Mot did things like this.

26:10 Job understands that it is God who sends the good and evil, the light and the
darkness, into his life (30:26). Significantly, he states his faith that God even marks
out the boundary between light and darkness — a similar idea in essence to the reassur-
ance of Is. 45:5 that God creates both light and darkness. The ‘darkness’, however we
experience and understand it, is framed and limited by God; it is not a power or being
with independent existence outside the realm of God’s power. God confirms Job’s un-
derstanding later, when He says that it is He who can swaddle the sea [another figure
for uncontrollable evil in pagan thought] in bands of darkness (38:9) — as if to say
that it is God who gives things like darkness and the sea their sinister appearance and
perception by men; but He is in control of them, using them in His hand. Job’s idea
that God fixes limits for the darkness is repeated by God saying that He sets limits for
the raging sea (38:10). God controls evil, or human perception of it (e.g. of the sea as
being evil), and He sets limits for it — which was exactly what He did to the power of
‘Satan’ in the prologue to Job. All these statements by God about His use of and power
over things like darkness and sea, which were perceived as being independent forces
of evil, are quite different to Canaanite and Babylonian worldviews. In them, gods
like Baal had to fight Yam, the evil sea god, with clubs provided by other deities; in
the Babylonian version, Marduk has to arm himself with various weapons in order to
try to get supremacy over Tiamat. But Yahweh as revealed in the book of Job has utter
and absolute power over the sea [monster] and the [supposed god of] darkness — for
He created the sea and the darkness and uses them creatively for His purpose. That’s
the whole purpose of the many ‘nature passages’ in the book of Job.

26:11-14 Job understood God to be in control in Heaven; he rejects the idea of a cos-
mic conflict going on ‘up there’ which the friends seem to allude to. More specifically,
Job speaks here of how God’s hand forms and can pierce the “crooked serpent” and
smite any monster. It’s as if Job is mocking the idea that God has let him go into the
hands of the cosmic monsters which the friends believed in. For Job so often stresses
that it is the “hand of God” which has brought His affliction (19:21; 23:2). That Di-
vine hand was far greater than any mythical ‘Satan’ figure. The theme of his speech
in Job 28 is that Yahweh alone is to be feared throughout the entire cosmos. Nobody
else — such as the ‘Satan’ figures alluded to by the friends — needed to be feared.
26:13 His Spirit... His hand — The Spirit of God isn’t a person nor any part of a sup-
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14 Behold, these are but the outskirts
of His ways. How small a whisper
do we hear of Him! But the thunder
of His power who can understand?

CHAPTER 27 Dec. 21
Job’s Parables Continue
Job again took up his parable and
said, 2 As God lives, who has
taken away my right, the Almighty,
who has made my soul bitter. 3 For
the length of my life is still in me,
and the spirit of God is in my nos-
trils; 4 surely my lips shall not speak
unrighteousness, neither shall my
tongue utter deceit. 5 Far be it from
me that I should justify you. Until I
die I will not put away my integrity
from me. 61 hold fast to my right-
eousness, and will not let it go. My
heart shall not reproach me so long
as I live. 7 Let my enemy be as the
wicked. Let him who rises up against
me be as the unrighteous. 8 For what
is the hope of the godless, when he is

JOB 26:14-27:18

cut off, when God takes away his life?
9 Will God hear his cry when trouble
comes on him? 10 Will he delight
himself in the Almighty, and call on
God at all times? !1 T will teach you
about the hand of God. That which
is with the Almighty will I not con-
ceal. 12 Behold, all of you have seen
it yourselves; why then have you be-
come altogether vain? 13 This is the
portion of a wicked man with God,
the heritage of oppressors, which
they receive from the Almighty.
14 If his children are multiplied, it
is for the sword. His offspring shall
not be satisfied with bread. 15 Those
who remain of him shall be buried
in death. His widows shall make no
lamentation. 16 Though he heap up
silver as the dust, and prepare cloth-
ing as the clay; 17 he may prepare it,
but the just shall put it on, and the in-
nocent shall divide the silver. 18 He
builds his house as the moth, as a
booth which the watchman makes.

posed ‘Trinity” — a word which never occurs in the Bible. His Spirit is His ‘hand’, His
power in practical operation.

26:14 How small a whisper do we hear of Him! — We must ever bear this in mind
when speaking of ‘the truth’ and the need for correct Biblical interpretation. When in
difference with other believers about Biblical interpretation, we must remember that
we ourselves only know a fraction of God’s truth. We mustn’t assume that because we
know the Gospel and have responded to it, therefore we know all the truth there is to
know. We know just a whisper about the final fullness of God.

27:2-4 See on 10:9.

27:14 Job comments that if the children of the wicked “are multiplied, it is for the
sword”. Seeing his own children had been destroyed, Job presumably was accepting
that he was among the “wicked”, as he does elsewhere (e.g. 9:2). Hos. 9:13,16 repeats
such language regarding the punishment of sinful Israel: “Ephraim shall bring forth
his children to the murderer”. Dt. 28:41 has the same idea. Job was a symbol of the
suffering servant, Israel, struggling in Babylon to come to terms with their sinfulness
and the rightness of God’s judgments against them (see on 3:23). On a personal level,
Job is here moving closer to the final total acceptance of sinfulness and personal guilt
which brings his sufferings to a close in chapter 42.
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19 He lies down rich, but he shall not
do so again. He opens his eyes, and
he is not. 20 Terrors overtake him
like waters. A storm steals him away
in the night. 2! The east wind carries
him away, and he departs. It sweeps
him out of his place. 22 For it hurls at
him, and does not spare, as he flees
away from his hand. 23 Men shall
clap their hands at him, and shall
hiss him out of his place.

CHAPTER 28 Dec. 22
Job’s Parable about Wisdom
Surely there is a mine for silver,
and a place for gold which they
refine. 2 Iron is taken out of the earth,
and copper is smelted out of the ore.
3 Man sets an end to darkness, and
searches out, to the furthest bound
of thick darkness, in order to find the
stones of obscurity. 4 He breaks open
a shaft away from where people live.
They are forgotten by the foot walk-
ing above. They hang far from men,
they swing back and forth. 5 As for
the earth, out of it comes bread; un-
derneath it is turned up as it were by
fire. 6 Sapphires come from its rocks.
It has dust of gold. 7 That path no
bird of prey knows, neither has the
falcon’s eye seen it. 8 The proud ani-
mals have not trodden it, nor has the
fierce lion passed by there. 9 He puts
forth his hand on the flinty rock, and
he overturns the mountains by the
roots. 10 He cuts out channels among
the rocks. His eye sees every pre-
cious thing. 11 He binds the streams

947

that they don’t trickle. The thing that
is hidden he brings forth to light.
12 But where shall wisdom be found?
Where is the place of understand-
ing? 13 Man doesn’t know its price;
neither is it found in the land of the
living. 14 The deep says, ‘It isn’t in
me’. The sea says, ‘It isn’t with me’.
15Tt can’t be gotten for gold, neither
shall silver be weighed for its price.
16 Tt can’t be valued with the gold
of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or
the sapphire. 17 Gold and glass can’t
equal it, neither shall it be exchanged
for jewels of fine gold. 18 No mention
shall be made of coral or of crystal.
Yes, the price of wisdom is above
rubies. 19 The topaz of Ethiopia shall
not equal it, neither shall it be valued
with pure gold. 20 Where then does
wisdom come from? Where is the
place of understanding? 2! Seeing it is
hidden from the eyes of all living, and
kept close from the birds of the sky.
22 Destruction and Death say, ‘We
have heard a rumour of it with our
ears’. 23 God understands its way, and
He knows its place. 24 For He looks to
the ends of the earth, and sees under
the whole sky. 25 He establishes the
force of the wind. Yes, He measures
out the waters by measure. 26 When
He made a decree for the rain, and a
way for the lightning of the thunder;
27 then He saw it, and declared it. He
established it, yes, and searched it
out. 28 To man He said, ‘Behold, the
fear of the Lord, that is wisdom. To
depart from evil is understanding’.

28:28 This verse is the crunch line of this chapter’s lengthy description of how wis-
dom cannot be found in any specific location or hidden part of the planet. The very
length of the preamble is only to build up to the colossal significance of this verse: that
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CHAPTER 29 Dec. 22
Job Describes His Earlier Life
Job again took up his parable and
said, 2 Oh that I were as in the
months of old, as in the days when
God watched over me; 3 when His
lamp shone on my head, and by His
light I walked through darkness, 4 as [
was in the ripeness of my days, when
the friendship of God was in my tent,
5 when the Almighty was yet with
me, and my children were around
me, © when my steps were washed
with butter, and the rock poured out
streams of oil for me, 7 when I went

JOB 29:1-29:13

forth to the city gate, when I prepared
my seat in the street. 8 The young
men saw me and hid themselves.
The aged rose up and stood. © The
princes refrained from talking, and
laid their hand on their mouth. 10 The
voice of the nobles was hushed, and
their tongue stuck to the roof of their
mouth. ! For when the ear heard
me, then it blessed me; and when
the eye saw me, it commended me:
12 because I delivered the poor who
cried, and the fatherless also, who
had none to help him, 13 the blessing
of him who was ready to perish came

wisdom isn’t located anywhere, it is experienced in the life of the person who fears
God and departs from evil. Especially in the age of over information in which we live,
the idea is strongly felt in us all that wisdom is a set of facts, theological propositions,
pithy sayings, located with somebody, in the care of some group of people, in some
book. But the point is that wisdom isn’t theoretical nor abstract, but intensely practi-
cal. We would all far rather make an academic study of something ‘spiritual’ than in
practice root out evil from our lives; in this lies the attraction of intellectualizing spir-
ituality. But wisdom as defined here is in experience; hence Job realizes that before his
sufferings, he had only heard of God in the ear, but through practical experience he
had as it were seen Him (42:5).

29:12 [ delivered the poor who cried — False allegation leads us to self defence, and
Job seems to fall into the trap of being so self-defensive, listing his good works in
such detail, that he forgets his own sinfulness. False accusation, refusal to accept false
guilt, not being understood and being rejected by others mustn’t lead us to forget our
real and actual sins. In the bigger picture, God used the false accusations to try to
make Job take a serious inward look at his life in order to try to bring him to total re-
pentance for what he actually had done wrong. But it seems Job didn’t respond, he got
caught up on the level of answering the false accusations and didn’t allow the process
of self-examination to go any further as God intended.

29:13 Job’s words of 30:1 certainly smack of arrogance: “Whose fathers I would have
disdained to put with my sheep dogs”. This would mean that his merciful acts to the poor
were done in a ‘charitable’ spirit, thinking that such public acts declared him outwardly
righteous; he thought that his charity towards the widow were thereby his righteous-
ness, a clothing and diadem of glory and beauty. This has clear reference to the cloth-
ing of the Mosaic High Priest with his outward show of righteousness. God was trying
to lead Job beyond this to a trust in the righteousness which God imputes and which
isn’t our own — see on 25:4. There are times when he realizes this, but the need he felt
to clear himself before the friends led him to overlook it; it took God’s final interven-
tion to bring him to throw himself totally upon God’s righteousness and not his own.
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on me, and I caused the widow’s
heart to sing for joy. 141 put on right-
eousness, and it clothed me. My jus-
tice was as a robe and a diadem. 151
was eyes to the blind, and feet to the
lame. 16 1 was a father to the needy.
The cause of him who I didn’t know,
I searched out. 17 T broke the jaws
of the unrighteous, and plucked the
prey out of his teeth. 18 Then I said,
‘I shall die in my own house, I shall
number my days as the sand. 19 My
root is spread out to the waters. The
dew lies all night on my branch.
20 My glory is fresh in me. My bow
is renewed in my hand’. 2! Men lis-
tened to me, waited, and kept silence
for my counsel. 22 After my words
they didn’t speak again. My speech
fell on them. 23 They waited for me
as for the rain. Their mouths drank
as with the spring rain. 24 I smiled on
them when they had no confidence.
They didn’t reject the light of my
face. 251 chose out their way, and sat
as chief. I lived as a king in the army,
as one who comforts the mourners.

CHAPTER 30 Dec. 23
Job Describes His Present Situation
But now those who are younger
than I have me in derision,
whose fathers 1 would have dis-
dained to put with my sheep dogs.
2 Of what use is the strength of their
hands to me, men in whom ripe age
has perished? 3 They are gaunt from
lack and famine. They gnaw the dry
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ground, in the gloom of waste and
desolation. 4 They pluck salt herbs by
the bushes. The roots of the broom
are their food. 3> They are driven out
from the midst of men. They cry
after them as after a thief} ¢ so that
they dwell in frightful valleys, and in
holes of the earth and of the rocks.
7 Among the bushes they bray; and
under the nettles they are gathered
together. & They are children of fools,
yes, children of base men. They
were flogged out of the land. © Now
I have become their song. Yes, I am
a byword to them. 10 They abhor me,
they stand aloof from me, and don’t
hesitate to spit in my face. !! For He
has untied his cord, and afflicted me;
and they have thrown off restraint
before me. 12 On my right hand rise
the rabble. They thrust aside my feet,
they cast up against me their ways
of destruction. 13 They mar my path,
they set forward my calamity, with-
out anyone’s help. 14 As through a
wide breach they come, in the midst
of the ruin they roll themselves in.
15 Terrors have turned on me. They
chase my honour as the wind. My
welfare has passed away as a cloud.
16 Now my soul is poured out within
me. Days of affliction have taken
hold on me. !7 In the night season
my bones are pierced in me, and
the pains that gnaw me take no rest.
18 By great force is my garment dis-
figured. It binds me about as the col-
lar of my coat. 19 He has cast me into

29:16 The cause of him who I didn't know, I searched out — Our goodness to others
shouldn’t be merely a positive response to their requests; rather should we like God
think and plan how we can show grace to others, and therefore ‘search out’ their situa-
tions and how we could be kind and gracious to them.
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the mire. I have become like dust
and ashes. 20 I cry to You, and You
do not answer me. I stand up, and
You gaze at me. 21 You have turned
to be cruel to me. With the might of
Your hand You persecute me. 22 You
lift me up to the wind, and drive me
with it. You dissolve me in the storm.
23 For | know that You will bring me
to death, to the house appointed for
all living. 24 However, doesn’t one
stretch out a hand to stop a fall? Or in
his calamity therefore cry for help?
25 Didn’t I weep for him who was
in trouble? Wasn’t my soul grieved
for the needy? 26 When I looked for
good, then evil came; when [ waited
for light, there came darkness. 27 My
heart is troubled, and doesn’t rest.
Days of affliction have come on me.
28 I go mourning without the sun. I

JOB 30:19-31:5

stand up in the assembly, and cry for
help. 291 am a brother to jackals, and
a companion to ostriches. 30 My skin
grows black and peels from me. My
bones are burned with heat. 3! There-
fore my harp has turned to mourning,
and my pipe into the voice of those
who weep.

CHAPTER 31 Dec. 23
Job Clears Himself
made a covenant with my eyes,
how then should I look lustfully
at a young woman? 2 For what is
the portion from God above, and
the heritage from the Almighty on
high? 3 Is it not calamity to the un-
righteous, and disaster to the work-
ers of iniquity? 4 Doesn’t He see my
ways, and number all my steps? 5 If [
have walked with falsehood, and my

30:19 [ have become like dust and ashes — But we are by nature “dust and ashes”. Job
came to realize his own humanity through his sufferings; God often teaches us those
basic truths again and again because we like to see ourselves as more than we really
are.

30:21 Job recognized that his trials came from the hand of God, but knew that His
hand would not kill him (:24). This was exactly the brief given to ‘satan’ in the pro-
logue — God put Job into Satan’s ‘hand’ in order to try Job, but commanded ‘satan’:
“preserve his life”. Again we see that God was effectively the satan or adversary to
Job. In similar vein God (in the Angel of the presence) “was turned to be (Israel’s) en-
emy” because of their sin (Is. 63:10). Job complains that God through the satan-Angel
has “turned to be cruel to me”.

30:26 When [ looked for good, then evil came; when I waited for light, there came
darkness — Job is learning, slowly. He had previously thought that only good would
come because of his righteousness. He even expected blessing from God; he believed
as do many today who have swallowed the prosperity Gospel. But he learnt otherwise;
and he learnt the truth which God tried to teach Judah in captivity, that good and evil,
light and darkness, all come from God (Is. 45:5-7); see on 3:23.

31:4 Doesn t He see my ways, and number all my steps? — Job dismissed as monstrous
the idea that he had committed adultery or even looked lustfully upon a woman — sim-
ply because God sees and knows all things. We cannot passively accept that fact; it
will mean that sexual sin, which for the most part is committed in ‘secret’, cannot be a
serious option for us because nothing in our lives is secret before God.
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foot has hurried to deceit ¢ (let me
be weighed in an even balance, that
God may know my integrity); 7 if my
step has turned out of the way, if my
heart walked after my eyes, if any
defilement has stuck to my hands,
8 then let me sow, and let another
eat. Yes, let the produce of my field
be rooted out. 9 If my heart has been
enticed by a woman, and I have laid
wait at my neighbour’s door, 10 then
let my wife grind for another, and
let others sleep with her. !! For that
would be a heinous crime. Yes, it
would be an iniquity to be punished
by the judges: 12 for it is a fire that
consumes to destruction, and would
root out all my increase. 13 If I have
despised the cause of my male serv-
ant or of my female servant, when
they contended with me; 14 what
then shall 1 do when God rises up?
When He visits, what shall I an-
swer Him? 15 Didn’t He who made
me in the womb make him? Didn’t
One fashion us in the womb? 16 If
I have withheld the poor from their
desire, or have caused the eyes of the
widow to fail, 17 or have eaten my
morsel alone, and the fatherless has
not eaten of it 18 (no, from my youth
he grew up with me as with a father,
her have I guided from my mother’s
womb); 19 if 1 have seen any per-
ish for want of clothing, or that the
needy had no covering; 20 if his heart
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hasn’t blessed me, if he hasn’t been
warmed with my sheep’s fleece; 21 if
I have lifted up my hand against the
fatherless, because 1 saw my help
in the gate, 22 then let my shoulder
fall from the shoulder blade, and
my arm be broken from the bone.
23 For calamity from God is a terror
to me. Because of His majesty, I can
do nothing. 24 If I have made gold
my hope, and have said to the fine
gold, “You are my confidence’; 25 if
I have rejoiced because my wealth
was great, and because my hand had
gotten much; 26 if I have seen the sun
when it shined, or the moon moving
in splendour, 27 and my heart has
been secretly enticed, and my hand
threw a kiss from my mouth, 28 this
also would be an iniquity to be pun-
ished by the judges; for I should have
denied the God who is above. 29 If [
have rejoiced at the destruction of
him who hated me, or lifted up my-
self when evil found him; 30 (yes, 1
have not allowed my mouth to sin by
asking his life with a curse); 31 if the
men of my tent have not said, “Who
can find one who has not been filled
with his meat?” 32 (the foreigner has
not lodged in the street, but I have
opened my doors to the traveller);
33 if like Adam I have covered my
transgressions, by hiding my iniquity
in my heart, 34 because I feared the
great multitude, and the contempt

31:33 See on 10:9.

31:34 Because [ feared the great multitude — 1t’s so often the fear of losing face and
image, the fear of the multitude, which stops us from confessing sin. But seeing that
all will be open to all our brethren eternally, we should have no need to be hypocritical
in this life. God glories to forgive us, so we should have the same openness and zeal

in repentance.
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of families terrified me, so that I
kept silence, and didn’t go out of the
door— 35 oh that I had one to hear
me! Behold, here is my signature, let
the Almighty answer me; let the ac-
cuser write my indictment! 36 Surely
I would carry it on my shoulder; and
I would bind it to me as a crown. 371
would declare to Him the number
of my steps. As a prince would I go
near to Him. 38 If my land cries out
against me, and its furrows weep
together; 39 if [ have eaten its fruits
without money, or have caused its
owners to lose their life, 40 let briars
grow instead of wheat, and stink-
weed instead of barley. The words of
Job are ended.

CHAPTER 32 Dec. 24
Elihu Is Introduced
So these three men ceased to an-
swer Job, because he was right-
eous in his own eyes. 2 Then the
wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel,
the Buzite, of the family of Ram,
was kindled against Job. His wrath
was kindled because he justified
himself rather than God. 3 Also his
wrath was kindled against his three
friends, because they had found no
answer, and yet had condemned Job.
4 Now Elihu had waited to speak to
Job, because they were elder than he.

JOB 31:34-32:18

5 When Elihu saw that there was no
answer in the mouth of these three
men, his wrath was kindled. ¢ Elihu
the son of Barachel the Buzite an-
swered, I am young, and you are
very old; therefore I held back, and
didn’t dare show you my opinion. 7
said, ‘Days should speak, and multi-
tude of years should teach wisdom’.
8 But there is a spirit in man, and the
breath of the Almighty gives them
understanding. 9 It is not the great
who are wise, nor the aged who un-
derstand justice. 10 Therefore I said,
‘Listen to me; I also will show my
opinion’. 11 Behold, I waited for your
words, and I listened for your rea-
soning, while you searched out what
to say. 12 Yes, I gave you my full at-
tention, but there was no one who
convinced Job, or who answered his
words, among you. 13 Beware lest
you say, ‘We have found wisdom,
God may refute him, not man’; 14 for
he has not directed his words against
me; neither will I answer him with
your speeches. 15 They were amazed.
They answered no more. They didn’t
have a word to say. ¢ Shall I wait, be-
cause they don’t speak, because they
stand still, and answer no more? 171
also will answer my part, and I also
will show my opinion. 8 For I am
full of words. The spirit within me

31:38 If my land cries out against me — Job was sensitive to the natural creation, even

to his land, in the way he farmed it.

32:18 It’s unclear whether Elihu refers to his own spirit, or the fact that he was in-
spired to speak by God’s Spirit, and therefore like Jeremiah (Jer. 6:11) was weary at
trying not to speak forth the words he was inspired to speak. If we accept Elihu as
speaking on God’s behalf, as the mediator which Job so begged for, then we have to
take a somewhat negative view of Job — in that Elihu is critical of Job and accuses him
of arrogant self-righteousness. Note that in God’s final summing up, the friends and
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constrains me. 19 Behold, my breast
is as wine which has no vent; like
new wineskins it is ready to burst.
20 T will speak, that T may be re-
freshed. I will open my lips and an-
swer. 21 Please don’t let me respect
any man’s person, neither will I give
flattering titles to any man. 22 For I
don’t know how to give flattering
titles; or else my Maker would soon
take me away.

CHAPTER 33 Dec. 25
Elihu Criticizes Job
However, Job, please hear my
speech, and listen to all my
words. 2 See now, I have opened my
mouth. My tongue has spoken in my
mouth. 3 My words shall utter the
uprightness of my heart. That which
my lips know they shall speak sin-
cerely. 4 The Spirit of God has made
me, and the breath of the Almighty
gives me life. 3 If you can, answer
me. Set your words in order before
me, and stand forth. ¢ Behold, I am
toward God even as you are. | am
also formed out of the clay. 7 Behold,
my terror shall not make you afraid,
neither shall my pressure be heavy
on you. & Surely you have spoken in
my hearing, I have heard the voice
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of your words, saying, 9 ‘I am clean,
without disobedience. I am innocent,
neither is there iniquity in me. 10 Be-
hold, He finds occasions against me.
He counts me for His enemy. ! He
puts my feet in the stocks. He marks
all my paths’. 12 Behold, I will an-
swer you. In this you are not just, for
God is greater than man. 13 Why do
you strive against Him, because He
doesn’t give account of any of His
matters? 14 For God speaks once,
yes twice, though man pays no at-
tention. 15 In a dream, in a vision
of the night, when deep sleep falls
on men, in slumbering on the bed;
16 then He opens the ears of men,
and seals their instruction, 17 that
He may withdraw man from his pur-
pose, and hide pride from man. 18 He
keeps back his soul from the pit, and
his life from perishing by the sword.
19 He is chastened also with pain on
his bed, with continual strife in his
bones; 20 so that his life hates bread,
and his soul dainty food. 2! His flesh
is so consumed away, that it can’t be
seen. His bones that were not seen
stick out. 22 Yes, his soul draws near
to the pit, and his life to the destroy-
ers. 23 If there is beside him an angel,
an interpreter, one among a thou-

Job are criticized, but He says nothing against Elihu. In this case, God’s final com-
mendation of Job in 42:7 would be strictly within the context of Job’s repentance.
However, whilst Elihu often speaks in harmony with God’s direct words later in the
book, he remains somewhat enigmatic; for his fierce criticism of Job, mixed with what
appears to be youthful arrogance and dogmatism, is hard to fully square with God’s
opening and closing statement that Job was spotless in His sight. Perhaps God didn’t
want to have to personally intervene in revealing Job’s sinfulness to him; He always
seeks to work through people rather than by direct intervention. And so perhaps God
sent this arrogant young man to Job as a final attempt to appeal to him.

33:13 All refusal to repent is a striving against God in that He is constantly working in
our lives to bring us to repentance.
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sand, to show to man what is right
for him; 24 then God is gracious to
him, and says, ‘Deliver him from go-
ing down to the pit, I have found a
ransom’. 25 His flesh shall be fresher
than a child’s. He returns to the days
of his youth. 26 He prays to God, and
He is gracious to him, so that he sees
His face with joy. He restores to man
his righteousness. 27 He sings before
men, and says, ‘I have sinned, and
perverted that which was right, and it
didn’t profit me. 28 He has redeemed
my soul from going into the pit. My
life shall see the light’. 29 Behold,
God works all these things, twice,
yes three times, with a man, 30 to
bring back his soul from the pit, that
he may be enlightened with the light
of the living. 31 Mark well, Job, and
listen to me. Hold your peace, and I
will speak. 32 If you have anything to
say, answer me. Speak, for I desire to
justify you.

33 If not, listen to me. Hold your
peace, and I will teach you wisdom.

CHAPTER 34 Dec. 26

Elihu Criticizes the Friends
oreover Elihu answered, 2 Hear
my words, you wise men. Give

JOB 33:23-34:15

ear to me, you who have knowledge.
3 For the ear tries words, as the pal-
ate tastes food. 4 Let us choose for
us that which is right. Let us know
among ourselves what is good. 5 For
Job has said, ‘I am righteous, God
has taken away my right: 6 notwith-
standing my right I am considered a
liar. My wound is incurable, though
I am without disobedience’. 7 What
man is like Job, who drinks scorn
like water, 8 who goes in company
with the workers of iniquity, and
walks with wicked men? 9 For he
has said, ‘It profits a man nothing
that he should delight himself with
God’. 10 Therefore listen to me, you
men of understanding: far be it from
God, that He should do wickedness,
from the Almighty, that He should
commit iniquity. !! For the work of
a man He will render to him, and
cause every man to find according
to his ways. 12 Yes surely, God will
not do wickedly, neither will the
Almighty pervert justice. 13 Who
put Him in charge of the earth? Or
who has appointed Him over the
whole world? 14 If He set His heart
on Himself, if He gathered to Him-
self His spirit and His breath, 15 all

33:27 Job’s decision to say “I have sinned... and it didn’t profit me” connects with the
prodigal son (Lk. 15:21), thus again associating Job with the Jews in their suffering,
repentance and final return to God from exile in the Gentile world; see on 3:23.

34:8 Goes in company with the workers of iniquity, and walks with wicked men — This
wasn’t true of Job. Elihu may however be sarcastically referring to the three friends of
Job as “wicked men”.

34:9 See on 21:7.

34:14 If He set His heart on Himself — If God were selfish, He wouldn’t have cre-
ated nor maintain the world. We therefore see God’s unselfishness and outgiving grace
every microsecond of our existence.

If He gathered to Himself His spirit and His breath — The Spirit of God is His breath,
His power by which He sustains all creation. It isn’t a person, as the false doctrine of
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flesh would perish together, and man
would turn again to dust. 16 If now
you have understanding, hear this.
Listen to the voice of my words.
17 Shall even one who hates justice
govern? Will you condemn him who
is righteous and mighty? 18 Who
says to a king, “Vile!” or to nobles,
‘Wicked!”? 19 Who doesn’t respect
the persons of princes, nor respects
the rich more than the poor; for they
all are the work of His hands. 20 In a
moment they die, even at midnight.
The people are shaken and pass
away. The mighty are taken away
without a hand. 21 For His eyes are
on the ways of a man. He sees all his
goings. 22 There is no darkness, nor
thick gloom, where the workers of
iniquity may hide themselves. 23 For
He doesn’t need to consider a man
further, that he should go before God
in judgment. 24 He breaks in pieces
mighty men in ways past finding
out, and sets others in their place.
25 Therefore He takes knowledge of
their works. He overturns them in
the night, so that they are destroyed.
26 He strikes them as wicked men in
the open sight of others; 27 because
they turned aside from following
Him, and wouldn’t pay attention
to any of His ways, 28 so that they
caused the cry of the poor to come
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to Him. He heard the cry of the af-
flicted. 29 When He gives quietness,
who then can condemn? When He
hides His face, who then can see
Him? Alike whether to a nation, or to
a man, 30 that the Godless man may
not reign, that there be no one to en-
snare the people. 3! For has any said
to God, ‘I am guilty, but I will not
offend any more. 32 Teach me that
which I don’t see. If I have done in-
iquity, T will do it no more’? 33 Shall
His recompense be as you desire,
that you refuse it? For you must
choose, and not I. Therefore speak
what you know. 34 Men of under-
standing will tell me, yes, every wise
man who hears me: 35 ‘Job speaks
without knowledge. His words are
without wisdom’. 36 T wish that Job
were tried to the end, because of his
answering like wicked men. 37 For
he adds rebellion to his sin. He claps
his hands among us, and multiplies
his words against God.

CHAPTER 35 Dec. 26
Elihu Appeals for Job to Repent
Moreover Elihu answered, 2 Do
you think this to be your right,
or do you say, ‘My righteousness
is more than God’s’, 3 that you ask,
‘What advantage will it be to you?
What profit shall I have, if I had not

the Trinity supposes; although at times His Spirit, His power, can be personified as

many abstract things are.

34:23 The day of judgment is therefore not in order for God to acquire knowledge or
facts about us; He knows that already. The process of judgment day will be for our
benefit. For if Christ came and we immediately entered the Kingdom without that
necessary process, we would have so little appreciation of His grace nor of each other
nor of ourselves. The purpose of judgment, even when it is received in part in this life
as in Job’s case, is to teach us, rather than provide God with information.
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sinned?” 4 1 will answer you, and
your companions with you. 5 Look to
the heavens, and see. See the skies,
which are higher than you. ¢ If you
have sinned, what effect do you have
against Him? If your transgressions
are multiplied, what do you do to
Him? 7 If you are righteous, what do
you give Him? Or what does He re-
ceive from your hand? 8 Your wick-
edness may hurt a man as you are,
and your righteousness may profit a
son of man. 9 By reason of the mul-
titude of oppressions they cry out.
They cry for help by reason of the
arm of the mighty. 10 But none says,
‘Where is God my Maker, who gives
songs in the night, 11 who teaches us
more than the animals of the earth,
and makes us wiser than the birds of
the sky?’ 12 There they cry, but none
gives answer, because of the pride
of evil men. 13 Surely God will not
hear an empty cry, neither will the
Almighty regard it. 14 How much
less when you say you don’t see
Him. The cause is before Him, and
you wait for Him! 15 But now, be-
cause He has not visited in His an-
ger, neither does He greatly regard
arrogance- 16 therefore Job opens his
mouth with empty talk, and he multi-
plies words without knowledge.

CHAPTER 36 Dec. 27

Elihu Speaks Up for God
lihu also continued and said,
2 Bear with me a little, and I will

JOB 35:3-36:17

show you; for I still have something
to say on God’s behalf. 3 T will get
my knowledge from afar, and will
ascribe righteousness to my Maker.
4 For truly my words are not false.
One who is perfect in knowledge is
with you. 5 Behold, God is mighty,
and doesn’t despise anyone. He is
mighty in strength of understanding.
6 He doesn’t preserve the life of the
wicked, but gives to the afflicted their
right. 7 He doesn’t withdraw His eyes
from the righteous, but with kings on
the throne, He sets them forever, and
they are exalted. 8 If they are bound
in fetters, and are taken in the cords
of afflictions, 9 then He shows them
their work, and their transgressions,
that they have behaved themselves
proudly. 10 He also opens their ears to
instruction, and commands that they
return from iniquity. ! If they listen
and serve Him, they shall spend their
days in prosperity, and their years in
pleasures. 12 But if they don’t listen,
they shall perish by the sword; they
shall die without knowledge. 13 But
those who are Godless in heart lay
up anger. They don’t cry for help
when He binds them. 14 They die in
youth. Their life perishes among the
unclean. 15 He delivers the afflicted
by their affliction, and opens their ear
in oppression. 16 Yes, He would have
allured you out of distress, into a
broad place, where there is no restric-
tion. That which is set on your table
would be full of fatness. 17 But you

36:15 He opens their ear in oppression — Our sensitivity to and understanding of
God’s word is heightened during times of trial. Sadly we are such empirical learn-
ers that we have to suffer many things to make us open our ear to His word; and we
needn’t suffer them if we accepted with full meaning the simple foundation truth that
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are full of the judgment of the wick-
ed. Judgment and justice take hold of
you. 18 Don’t let riches entice you to
wrath, neither let the great size of a
bribe turn you aside. 19 Would your
wealth sustain you in distress, or all
the might of your strength? 20 Don’t
desire the night, when people are cut
off in their place. 2! Take heed, don’t
regard iniquity; for you have chosen
this rather than affliction. 22 Behold,
God is exalted in His power. Who is
a teacher like Him? 23 Who has pre-
scribed His way for Him? Or who
can say, ‘You have committed un-
righteousness?’. 24 Remember that
you magnify His work, whereof men
have sung. 25 All men have looked
thereon. Man sees it afar off. 26 Be-
hold, God is great, and we don’t
know Him. The number of His years
is unsearchable. 27 For He draws up
the drops of water, which distil in
rain from His vapour, 28 which the
skies pour down and which drop on
man abundantly. 29 Yes, can any un-
derstand the spreading of the clouds,
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and the thunderings of His pavil-
ion? 30 Behold, He spreads His light
around Him. He covers the bottom of
the sea. 31 For by these He judges the
people. He gives food in abundance.
32 He covers His hands with the
lightning, and commands it to strike
the mark. 33 Its noise tells about Him,
and the livestock also concerning the
storm that comes up.

CHAPTER 37 Dec. 28
Elihu Speaks of God’s Power
Yes, at this my heart trembles, and
is moved out of its place. 2 Hear,
oh, hear the noise of His voice, the
sound that goes out of His mouth.
3 He sends it forth under the whole
sky, and His lightning to the ends of
the earth. 4 After it a voice roars. He
thunders with the voice of His maj-
esty. He doesn’t hold back anything
when His voice is heard. 5 God thun-
ders marvellously with His voice.
He does great things, which we can’t
comprehend. ¢ For He says to the
snow, ‘Fall on the earth’; likewise to

the Bible is indeed God’s word speaking to us. The wonder of the very existence of
God’s inspired word ought to of itself make us open our ears in sensitivity to it. But
because we fail to believe it as we ought to in practice, we are sent tribulation to make
us sensitive to it.

36:30, 31 He covers the bottom of the sea. For by these He judges the people — The
sea was seen by ancient peoples as the abode of ‘satan’ type gods of evil. God is show-
ing that He is in full control of the sea, and any beings there which people might imag-
ine would be in any case under His total control and not hidden from Him.

36:33 The storm that comes up — A thunderstorm was brewing as Elihu spoke. Light-
ning and thunderstorms were seen as the wrath of supposed gods of evil, who were
similar to the ‘satan’ being many believe in today. The point of the thunderstorm was
to demonstrate that it was God in control, it was from Him, and not from the ‘satan’
entities people generally believed in at that time. See on 37:2,15.

37:2 Hear the noise of His voice — See on 36:33. The crash of the thunder in the storm
which came down upon them wasn’t the voice of any radically independent god of
evil, but God'’s voice.
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the shower of rain, and to the show-
ers of His mighty rain. 7 He seals up
the hand of every man, that all men
whom He has made may know it.
8 Then the animals take cover, and re-
main in their dens. 9 Out of its room
comes the storm, and cold out of the
north. 10 By the breath of God, ice is
given, and the breadth of the waters
is frozen. 11 Yes, He loads the thick
cloud with moisture. He spreads
abroad the cloud of His lightning.
12 1t is turned around by His guid-
ance, that they may do whatever
He commands them on the surface
of the habitable world, 13 whether it
is for correction, or for His land, or
for grace, that He causes it to come.
14 Listen to this, Job. Stand still, and
consider the wondrous works of God.
15 Do you know how God controls
them, and causes the lightning of
His cloud to shine? 16 Do you know
the workings of the clouds, the won-
drous works of Him who is perfect
in knowledge? 17 You whose cloth-
ing is warm, when the earth is still
by reason of the south wind? 18 Can
you, with Him, spread out the sky,
which is strong as a cast metal mir-
ror? 19 Teach us what we shall tell
Him, for we can’t make our case by

JOB 37:6-38:7

reason of darkness. 20 Shall it be told
Him that I would speak? Or should
a man wish that he were swallowed
up? 21 Now men don’t see the light
which is bright in the skies, but the
wind passes, and clears them. 22 Out
of the north comes golden splendour.
With God is awesome majesty. 23 We
can’t reach the Almighty. He is ex-
alted in power. In justice and great
righteousness, He will not oppress.
24 Therefore men revere Him. He
doesn’t regard any who are wise of
heart.

CHAPTER 38 Dec. 29
God Himself Speaks about His
Creation

hen Yahweh answered Job out of

the whirlwind, 2 Who is this who
makes counsel dark by words with-
out knowledge? 3 Brace yourself like
a man, for I will question you, then
you answer Me! 4 Where were you
when I laid the foundations of the
carth? Declare, if you have under-
standing. 5 Who determined its meas-
ures, if you know? Or who stretched
the line on it? © Whereupon were its
foundations fastened? Or who laid
its cornerstone, 7 when the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of

37:7 He seals up the hand of every man, that all men whom He has made may know
it — Our hand or power is often limited by God through weakness, illness, dysfunction
of ourselves or others, so that we may know the strength of His hand and power.
37:15 Do you know how God controls them, and causes the lightning — See on 36:33;
the natural creation isn’t just ticking on clockwork, God is actively in control of it all.
We are therefore never far from evidence of God’s active, passionate awareness and
power.

38:7 See on 9:32.

All the sons of God shouted for joy — Note that all the Angels are obedient to God and
on His side as it were. Angels don’t sin (Lk. 20:35,36 cp. Rom. 6:23).
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God shouted for joy? 8 Or who shut
up the sea with doors, when it broke
forth from the womb, 9 when I made
clouds its garment, and wrapped it in
thick darkness, 10 marked out for it
My bound, set bars and doors, 11 and
said, ‘Here you may come, but no
further. Here your proud waves shall
be stayed?’. 12 Have you commanded
the morning in your days, and caused
the dawn to know its place; 13 that it
might take hold of the ends of the
earth, and shake the wicked out of
it? 14 It is changed as clay under the
seal, and stands forth as a garment.
IS From the wicked, their light is
withheld. The high arm is broken.
16 Have you entered into the springs
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of the sea? Or have you walked in
the recesses of the deep? 17 Have the
gates of death been revealed to you?
Or have you seen the gates of the
shadow of death? 18 Have you com-
prehended the earth in its breadth?
Declare, if you know it all. 19 What
is the way to the dwelling of light?
As for darkness, where is its place,
20 that you should take it to its bound,
that you should discern the paths to
its house? 2! Surely you know, for
you were born then, and the number
of your days is great! 22 Have you
entered the treasuries of the snow,
or have you seen the treasures of the
hail, 23 which I have reserved against
the time of trouble, against the day

38:8-11 Who shut up the sea with doors, when it broke forth from the womb — The
supposed sea gods of evil (see on 36:30,31) were under God’s control and limita-
tion even if they existed, just as He specified and limited the power of ‘satan’ in the
prologue. There are several allusions in Job to Babylonian legends concerning Mar-
duk — indicating that the book may have been re-written in Babylon with allusion to
these legends in order to deconstruct them. The Enuma Elish 4.139,140 speaks of how
Marduk limited the waters of Tiamat, and set up a bar and watchmen so that the waters
wouldn’t go further than he permitted. But this very language is applied to God here
and in 7:12. One of the purposes of Job was to urge Judah that Yahweh was greater
than Marduk, He and not Marduk was to be Israel’s God. The sea was understood to
be the abode of evil monsters. Yet Job stresses how God is in control of the raging
sea. Just look out for all the references to the sea in Job. God artlessly claims to have
created the sea. In the Canaanite pantheon, Baal was seen as well matched in conflict
by Yam, the sea god. But it’s emphasized by God that He created the sea, shuts it up
within bounds, brought it out from the womb. In Canaanite myth, Aquhat [another
‘Satan’ figure in their theology] could alone “count the months” — but the same phrase
is used in 39:2 about how God alone has this power. As God ‘shut up’ Job (1:10 Heb.),
so He could ‘shut up’ the sea, with all the evil associated with it in peoples’ minds at
the time (38:8). For at creation, He had commanded the waters where to go and they
obeyed just one word from Him. God is using poetry to reframe these pagan myths in
the context of His omnipotence, to show that His awesome power means that there’s
no room left for these supposed beings to exist. Often the Bible speaks of the power of
God over raging seas — for the sea was so deeply associated with evil in the minds of
Semitic peoples (e.g. Ps. 77:19; 93:4 and the fact that three of the Gospels emphasize
how Jesus walked over raging sea — Mt. 8:23-27; Mk. 4:36-41; Lk. 8:22-25).

38:10 See on 26:10.
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of battle and war? 24 By what way is
the lightning distributed, or the east
wind scattered on the earth? 25 Who
has cut a channel for the flood water,
or the path for the thunderstorm; 26 to
cause it to rain on a land where no
man is; on the wilderness, in which
there is no man; 27 to satisfy the
waste and desolate ground, to cause
the tender grass to spring forth?
28 Does the rain have a father? Or
who fathers the drops of dew? 29 Out
of whose womb came the ice? The
gray frost of the sky, who has given
birth to it? 30 The waters become
hard like stone, when the surface of
the deep is frozen. 31 Can you bind
the cluster of the Pleiades, or loosen
the cords of Orion? 32 Can you lead
forth the constellations in their sea-
son? Or can you guide the Bear with
her cubs? 33 Do you know the laws
of the heavens? Can you establish its
dominion over the earth? 34 Can you
lift up your voice to the clouds, that
abundance of waters may cover you?
35 Can you send forth lightnings,
that they may go? Do they report
to you, ‘Here we are?’. 36 Who has
put wisdom in the inward parts? Or
who has given understanding to the
mind? 37 Who can number the clouds
by wisdom? Or who can pour out the
bottles of the sky, 38 when the dust
runs into a mass, and the clods of
earth stick together?

God Speaks about the Animals
39 Can you hunt the prey for the li-
oness, or satisfy the appetite of the

JOB 38:23-39:13

young lions, 40 when they crouch
in their dens, and lie in wait in the
thicket? 41 Who provides for the
raven his prey, when his young ones
cry to God, and wander for lack of
food?

CHAPTER 39 Dec. 30

o you know the time when the

mountain goats give birth?
Do you watch when the doe bears
fawns? 2 Can you number the months
that they fulfil? Or do you know the
time when they give birth? 3 They
bow themselves, they bring forth
their young, they end their labour
pains. 4 Their young ones become
strong. They grow up in the open
field. They go forth, and don’t return
again. 5 Who has set the wild donkey
free? Or who has loosened the bonds
of the swift donkey, ¢ whose home
I have made the wilderness, and the
salt land his dwelling place? 7 He
scorns the tumult of the city, nei-
ther does he hear the shouting of the
driver. 8 The range of the mountains
is his pasture, he searches after every
green thing. 9 Will the wild ox be
content to serve you? Or will he stay
by your feeding trough? 10 Can you
hold the wild ox in the furrow with
his harness? Or will he till the val-
leys after you? 11 Will you trust him,
because his strength is great? Or will
you leave to him your labour? 12 Will
you confide in him, that he will bring
home your seed, and gather the grain
of your threshing floor? 13 The wings
of the ostrich wave proudly; but are

38:29 Out of whose womb — One of many places where God likens Himself to a

woman.
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they the feathers and plumage of
love? 14 For she leaves her eggs on
the earth, warms them in the dust,
15 and forgets that the foot may crush
them, or that the wild animal may
trample them. 16 She deals harshly
with her young ones, as if they were
not hers. Though her labour is in
vain, she is without fear, 17 because
God has deprived her of wisdom,
neither has He imparted to her under-
standing. 18 When she lifts up herself
on high, she scorns the horse and his
rider. 19 Have you given the horse
might? Have you clothed his neck
with a quivering mane? 20 Have you
made him to leap as a locust? The
glory of his snorting is awesome.
21 He paws in the valley, and rejoices
in his strength. He goes out to meet
the armed men. 22 He mocks at fear,
and is not dismayed, neither does
he turn back from the sword. 23 The
quiver rattles against him, the flash-
ing spear and the javelin. 24 He eats
up the ground with fierceness and
rage, neither does he stand still at the
sound of the trumpet. 25 As often as
the trumpet sounds he snorts, ‘Ahal!’.
He smells the battle afar off, the thun-
der of the captains, and the shouting.
26Ts it by your wisdom that the hawk
soars, and stretches her wings toward
the south? 27 Is it at your command
that the eagle mounts up, and makes
his nest on high? 28 On the cliff he
dwells, and makes his home, on the
point of the cliff, and the stronghold.
29 From there he spies out the prey.
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His eyes see it afar off. 30 His young
ones also suck up blood. Where the
slain are, there he is.

CHAPTER 40 Dec. 31

Moreover Yahweh answered Job,
2 Shall he who argues contend

with the Almighty? He who argues

with God, let him answer it.

Job Admits He Cannot Answer

3 Then Job answered Yahweh, 4 Be-
hold, I am of small account. What
shall I answer you? I lay my hand on
my mouth. 5 T have spoken once, and
I will not answer; Yes, twice, but I
will proceed no further.

God Questions Job

6 Then Yahweh answered Job out of
the whirlwind, 7 Now brace yourself
like a man. I will question you, and
you will answer Me. 8 Will you even
annul My judgment? Will you con-
demn Me, that you may be justified?
9 Or do you have an arm like God?
Can you thunder with a voice like
Him? 19 Now deck yourself with ex-
cellency and dignity. Array yourself
with honour and majesty. 11 Pour out
the fury of your anger. Look at each
one who is proud, and bring him low.
12 Look at each one who is proud,
and humble him. Crush the wicked in
their place. 13 Hide them in the dust
together. Bind their faces in the hid-
den place. 14 Then I will also admit
to you that your own right hand can
save you. 15 See now, Behemoth,

40:8 Will you condemn Me, that you may be justified? — God is as it were placed in the
dock by our allegation that we have not sinned as He claims, and that our sufferings
are unjustified. Paul plays on this idea throughout the legal language of Romans 1-8.
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which I made as well as you. He eats
grass like an ox. 16 Look now, his
strength is in his thighs. His force
is in the muscles of his belly. 17 He
moves his tail like a cedar. The sin-
ews of his thighs are knit together.
18 His bones are like tubes of brass.
His limbs are like bars of iron. 19 He
is the chief of the ways of God. He
who made him gives him His sword.
20 Surely the mountains produce food
for him, where all the animals of the
field play. 2! He lies under the lotus
trees, in the cover of the reed, and

JOB 40:15-41:2

the marsh. 22 The lotuses cover him
with their shade. The willows of the
brook surround him. 23 Behold, if a
river overflows, he doesn’t tremble.
He is confident, though the Jordan
swells even to his mouth. 24 Shall any
take him when he is on the watch, or
pierce through his nose with a snare?

CHAPTER 41 Dec. 31

Leviathan

Can you draw out Leviathan with
a fishhook, or press down his

tongue with a cord? 2 Can you put

41:1 God almost jokes with Job, that he had been trying to draw out Leviathan with a
fish hook; this is a commentary upon so many human attempts to get a handle on the
way God is the adversary / satan figure in our lives. Shrugging it off as chance and bad
luck, believing in a personal Satan in the sea or in Heaven, thinking God is punishing
us... all this is trying to capture Leviathan with a mere fishing rod. The book of Job
isn’t an explanation for specific human suffering — and many who turn to the book
looking for that come away disappointed. Rather is it an account of God’s sovereign
power, putting meaning into the word “All-mighty” when applied to God. On a ‘doc-
trinal’ level it is indeed a deconstruction of the ideas of supernatural ‘Satan’ figures.
But on a more personal level, it challenges us to follow in Job’s faithful footsteps, as it
challenged Judah in captivity. The monster figures of Leviathan and Behemoth appear
at the end of the book of Job, forming a kind of inclusio with the opening reference to
Satan; and they are clearly part of God’s final answer to Job’s “case”. Behe-mot can be
understood as a reference to Mot, the Canaanite god of death; and Leviathan appears
to be the Canaanite version of the orthodox ‘Satan’ figure, perhaps a reference to the
‘Lotan’ of the Ugaritic myths. In great detail, these figures are deconstructed. They are
shown to be created beings — created by the one almighty God of the Old Testament,
to be completely under His control to the point that He can even tease them, so enor-
mously greater is His power than theirs. These Canaanite ‘Satan’ figures are thereby
shown to have no significant existence; and they certainly don’t exist as opposed to
God. They are totally under His control. ‘Evil’ in a form independent of Him, in radi-
cal opposition to Him, simply isn’t there. It is He who not only created Behemoth, but
can effortlessly control him in accord with His purpose (40:15). That’s the comfort
of the message. Indeed the descriptions of the natural world which lead up to the Le-
viathan / Behemoth passages are there to underline this point; and it’s interesting that
those passages zoom in upon the cruelties and even brutalities within nature. Yet these
are all of God’s ultimate design and creation, and under His providential control. Job
had earlier perceived this; for he responds to the friends’ allusions to an evil ‘Satan’
figure as the source of his suffering by observing: “Ask the animals... the birds of the
air... [they show that] the hand of the Lord [and not any supernatural ‘Satan’] has done
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a rope into his nose, or pierce his
jaw through with a hook? 3 Will he
make many petitions to you, or will
he speak soft words to you? 4 Will
he make a covenant with you, that
you should take him for a servant
forever? 5 Will you play with him as
with a bird? Or will you bind him for
your girls? 6 Will traders barter for
him? Will they part him among the

963

merchants? 7 Can you fill his skin
with barbed irons, or his head with
fish spears? 8 Lay your hand on him.
Remember the battle, and do so no
more. 9 Behold, the hope of binding
him is vain. Won’t one be cast down
even at the sight of him? 10 None
is so fierce that he dare stir him up.
Who then is he who can stand be-
fore Me? 11 Who has first given to

this” (12:7-9). The same Hebrew words are used about God’s binding and loosing of
the stars [which were thought to control evil on earth] and His binding, loosing and
opening of Leviathan’s mouth (38:31 cp. 40:29). Whether or not Leviathan / a ‘Satan’
figure, or the bad stars, are for real... God is in utter control of them, and there is thus
no conflict, no war in Heaven, no ultimate dualism at all in the cosmos. Which is just
the message we would expect from a monotheistic Old Testament book. Israel’s God
is truly the Almighty. Just as Job is described as God’s “servant” (1:8), so is Levia-
than (40:28; 41:4). No evil power uncontrolled by God is at work in Job’s life. We
also need to give due weight to the fact that God speaks the Leviathan / Behemoth
passages “out of the storm”, which had been gathering since 37:2. This is significant
because storms were seen as manifestations of evil powers. Yet here (and elsewhere
in Scripture), the one true God speaks out of such storms, to demonstrate how far
greater He is than any storm god; and showing by implication that such storm gods
don’t exist, and the ‘evil” which supposedly came from them was in fact under His
control. Much of the language used about Leviathan and Behemoth is also used about
God’s manifestation of Himself: Smoke from nostrils, flame from mouth (41:11,12)
is said about God in Ps. 18:8; Strength before and dismay behind (Job 41:14) = Hab.
3:5; Strong ones and leaders cringe in fear (41:17 Heb.) = Ps. 18:7; Hab. 3:6; Deep sea
stirred up (41:23,24 Heb.) = Ps. 18:5; terrible teeth = 16:9 about God; breath that car-
ries men away = 15:30 about God; none his equal (41:33) = true about God. Leviathan
is called the ‘cruel one’ (41:10) — and the very same word is used by Job about God
in His afflicting of Job (30:21). Leviathan, the seemingly overbearing power of evil in
the world, is in fact a manifestation of God to such an intense degree that effectively
it ‘is” God; God, ultimately, is the adversary / satan to Job. The epilogue and prologue
to Job are evidently related. Job begins sitting in dust and ashes and ends repenting
in dust and ashes (2:8; 42:4). The silence of the friends at the opening of the book is
matched by the silence after God has finally spoken (40:4). Job intercedes for his chil-
dren (1:5) and ends up interceding for his friends. Job begins with the description of
being the Lord’s servant; and the book concludes on the same note (42:7,8). The ques-
tion of course is: ‘So what’s the equivalent of the ‘Satan’ figure in the epilogue?’. The
omission is intended and obvious. Ultimately the answer is the essence of the whole
book: the ‘satan’, the adversary, is none other than God Himself, in His love.

41:3 Will he speak soft words to you — The emphasis is on you. The animals speak
softly to God; He is in dialogue with them. All around us, God is in active communi-
cation.



964

Me, that I should repay him? Every-
thing under the heavens is Mine. 121
will not keep silence concerning his
limbs, nor his mighty strength, nor
his goodly frame. 13 Who can strip off
his outer garment? Who shall come
within his jaws? 14 Who can open the
doors of his face? Around his teeth is
terror. 15 Strong scales are his pride,
shut up together with a close seal.
16 One is so near to another, that no
air can come between them. 17 They
are joined one to another. They stick
together, so that they can’t be pulled
apart. 18 His sneezing flashes out
light. His eyes are like the eyelids of
the morning. 19 Out of his mouth go
burning torches. Sparks of fire leap
forth. 20 Out of his nostrils a smoke
goes, as of a boiling pot over a fire
of reeds. 2! His breath kindles coals.
A flame goes forth from his mouth.
22 There is strength in his neck. Terror
dances before him. 23 The flakes of
his flesh are joined together. They are
firm on him. They can’t be moved.
24 His heart is as firm as a stone, yes,
firm as the lower millstone. 25 When
he raises himself up, the mighty are
afraid. They retreat before his thrash-
ing. 26 If one attacks him with the
sword, it can’t prevail; nor the spear,
the dart, nor the pointed shaft. 27 He

JOB 41:11-42:6

counts iron as straw; and brass as rot-
ten wood. 28 The arrow can’t make
him flee. Sling stones are like chaff to
him. 29 Clubs are counted as stubble.
He laughs at the rushing of the jave-
lin. 30 His undersides are like sharp
potsherds, leaving a trail in the mud
like a threshing sledge. 3! He makes
the deep to boil like a pot. He makes
the sea like a pot of ointment. 32 He
makes a path shine after him. One
would think the deep had white hair.
33 On earth there is not his equal, that
is made without fear. 34 He sees eve-
rything that is high. He is king over
all the sons of pride.

CHAPTER 42
Job Repents

hen Job answered Yahweh, 2 1

know that You can do all things,
and that no purpose of Yours can be
restrained. 3 You asked, “Who is this
who hides counsel without knowl-
edge?’ Therefore I have uttered that
which I did not understand, things
too wonderful for me, which I didn’t
know. 4 You said, ‘Listen, now, and I
will speak; I will question you, and
you will answer Me’. 5T had heard of
You by the hearing of the ear, but now
my eye sees You. 6 Therefore I abhor
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

42:2 Job came to realize the massive practical extent of what he had previously known
in theory, what he had heard “by the hearing of the ear”. Now his eye saw / perceived
that truly no plan of God can be thwarted, by any of the various ‘Satan’ monsters im-
agined by men. We too may say that we believe in the omnipotence of God; but such
a belief requires us to throw out all beliefs in supernatural satan figures. And that’s not
a merely intellectual exercise; to see the tragedies and cruelties of our lives as being
ultimately from God and under His control is something which shakes us to the core.

42:5 My eye sees You— All the theory we may know about God must be transformed into
personal relationship with God — and that is the purpose of the sufferings of our lives.
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Job Is Restored

71t was so, that after Yahweh had spo-
ken these words to Job, Yahweh said
to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is
kindled against you, and against your
two friends; for you have not spoken
of Me the thing that is right, as My
servant Job has. 8 Now therefore, take
to yourselves seven bulls and seven
rams, and go to My servant Job, and
offer up for yourselves a burnt offer-
ing; and My servant Job shall pray for
you, for I will accept him, that I not
deal with you according to your folly.
For you have not spoken of me the
thing that is right, as My servant Job
has. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad
the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamath-
ite went, and did what Yahweh com-
manded them, and Yahweh accepted
Job. 10 Yahweh turned the captivity of
Job, when he prayed for his friends.
Yahweh gave Job twice as much as
he had before. !! Then came there to
him all his brothers, and all his sisters,
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and all those who had been of his ac-
quaintance before, and ate bread with
him in his house. They comforted
him, and consoled him concerning all
the evil that Yahweh had brought on
him. Each one also gave him a piece
of money, and each one a ring of
gold. 12 So Yahweh blessed the latter
end of Job more than his beginning.
He had fourteen thousand sheep, six
thousand camels, one thousand yoke
of oxen and a thousand female don-
keys. 13 He had also seven sons and
three daughters. 14 He called the name
of the first, Jemimah; and the name of
the second, Keziah; and the name of
the third, Keren Happuch. 15 In all the
land were no women found so beauti-
ful as the daughters of Job. Their fa-
ther gave them an inheritance among
their brothers. 16 After this Job lived
one hundred and forty years, and saw
his sons, and his sons’ sons, to four
generations. 17 So Job died, being old
and full of days.

42:7 Although Job did not speak wrongly about God (see too 2:10) and kept patiently
speaking the word of God despite the mockery it brought from the friends (James
5:10,11), this does not mean that Job or all that he said was blameless. The friends
are not reprimanded for speaking wrongly about Job, but about God. Thus there was
probably a fair degree of truth in their accusations concerning Job’s self righteousness.
Elihu also severely rebukes him for this, and unlike the three friends he is not rebuked
for anything in the final analysis by God in Job 42; not to mention the accusation of
‘darkening counsel without knowledge’ (38:2) by God Himself, backed up by four
chapters of heavy reprimand of Job’s reliance on human strength and wisdom. This
led to Job retracting much of what he had said (40:4,5; 42:3-6). This clearly estab-
lishes that much of Job’s reasoning was faulty, although what he spoke before God
was correct. Therefore the final comment that God had spoken of God “the thing that
is right” could refer to his final repentance. To repent is to admit that God is right; to
refuse to repent is to effectively declare Him wrong. And all his wrong understanding
and hard words about God were overlooked because of that.

42:15 Gave them an inheritance among their brothers — Job’s understanding of the
value and meaning of the human person meant that he valued his daughters as much as
his sons, and gave them equal inheritances — unusual, surely, for those days.
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BOOK 1

Psalm 1 Jan. 1

I Blessed is the man who doesn’t
walk in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stand in the way of sinners, nor
sit in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his de-
light is in Yahweh’s law. On His law
he meditates day and night. 3 He will
be like a tree planted by the streams
of water, that brings forth its fruit in
its season, whose leaf also does not
wither; whatever he does shall pros-
per. 4 The wicked are not so, but are
like the chaff which the wind drives
away. 5 Therefore the wicked shall
not stand in the judgment, nor sin-
ners in the congregation of the right-
eous. ¢ For Yahweh knows the way
of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked shall perish.

Psalm 2 Jan. 1

1 Why do the nations rage, and the
peoples plot a vain thing? 2 The
kings of the earth take a stand, and
the rulers take counsel together,
against Yahweh, and against His
Anointed saying, 3 Let’s break their
bonds apart, and cast their cords
from us. 4 He who sits in the heavens
will laugh. The Lord will have them
in derision. 5 Then He will speak to
them in His anger, and terrify them
in His wrath: 6 Yet I have set My
King on My holy hill of Zion. 7 I
will tell of the decree. Yahweh said
to me, You are My son. Today I have
become your father. 8 Ask of Me,
and I will give the nations for your
inheritance, the uttermost ends of
the earth for your possession. 9 You
shall break them with a rod of iron,

1:5 The wicked shall not stand in the judgment — This may have a literal fulfilment
at the day of judgment. We will all naturally fall before Jesus then (Rom. 14:11), but
the righteous will be stood up (Lk. 21:36), perhaps by an Angel, in the same way as
Daniel had a foretaste of the day of judgment and was stood on his feet and reassured
of God’s acceptance by an Angel (Dan. 10). Those who come to the judgment will be
those who are responsible to God, who have known His ways; yet the wicked amongst
them will be swept away like the chaff (:4), which is the judgment which will come
upon the kingdoms of men, the Gentile world at large (Dan. 2:35,44). They will share
the judgment of this world with which they chose to identify in this life of opportunity
to serve God (1 Cor. 11:32).

2:2 His Anointed — The Greek word “Christ” means ‘anointed’. This Psalm is quoted
in the New Testament in various contexts — e.g. to the Roman and Jewish rulers try-
ing to destroy Christ at His death (Acts 4:26); to the resurrection of Christ (2:7 = Acts
13:33; Heb. 1:5); to the opposition to Christ’s people as they preached the Gospel
(Acts 4:25) and to the situation soon after His return, when the rebellious nations will
seek to overthrow Christ’s rule (2:9 = Rev. 2:27). What this shows is that Old Testa-
ment scripture can have multiple interpretations, in the same way as different people
at different times can find the same Scripture speaking personally to them; and as we
can find a single Bible passage amazingly relevant to us in different contexts and vari-
ous times of our lives.
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you shall dash them in pieces like a
potter’s vessel. 10 Now therefore be
wise, you kings; be instructed, you
judges of the earth. 11 Serve Yahweh
with respect and rejoice with trem-
bling. 12 Give sincere homage to the
Son, lest he be angry and you perish
in the way, for His wrath will soon
be kindled. Blessed are all those who
take refuge in Him.

Psalm 3 Jan. 2

A Psalm by David, when he fled
from Absalom his son.

1 Yahweh, how my adversaries have
increased! Many are those who rise
up against me. 2 Many there are who
say of my soul, There is no help for
him in God! Selah. 3 But You, Yah-
weh, are a shield around me, my glo-
ry, and the one who lifts up my head.
41 cry to Yahweh with my voice,
and He answers me out of His holy
hill. Selah. 5 T laid myself down
and slept; I awoke, because Yahweh
sustains me. 6 I will not be afraid of
tens of thousands of people who have
set themselves against me on every
side. 7 Arise, Yahweh! Save me, my
God! For You have struck all of my
enemies on the cheek bone. You
have broken the teeth of the wick-
ed. 8 Salvation belongs to Yahweh.
Your blessing be on Your people.
Selah.
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Psalm 4 Jan.2

For the Chief Musician; on
stringed instruments. A Psalm by
David.

I Answer me when I call, God of my
righteousness. Give me relief from
my distress. Have mercy on me, and
hear my prayer. 2 You sons of men,
how long shall my glory be turned
into dishonour? Will you love vanity,
and go seeking after falsehood?  Se-
lah. 3 But know that Yahweh has set
apart for Himself him who is Godly:
Yahweh will hear when I call to Him.
4 Be angry, and don’t sin. Search
your own heart on your bed, and
be still. Selah. 5 Offer the sacri-
fices of righteousness, put your trust
in Yahweh. ¢ Many say, Who will
show us any good? Yahweh, let the
light of Your face shine on us. 7 You
have put gladness in my heart, more
than when their grain and their new
wine are increased. 8 In peace I will
both lay myself down and sleep, for
You, Yahweh alone, make me live in
safety.

Psalm S Jan.2

For the Chief Musician, with the
flutes. A Psalm by David.

1 Give ear to my words, Yahweh.
Consider my meditation. 2 Listen to
the voice of my cry, my King and my
God; for to You do I pray. 3 Yahweh,

3:2 Selah — The Psalms were originally sung, and this appears to be a musical instruc-
tion requiring a pause. For readers, it effectively means ‘Pause and meditate on this’.
4:4 Be angry, and don t sin — This verse [from the Septuagint] is applied to us by Paul
in Eph. 4:26. He interprets it as meaning that anger is not in itself wrong, but because
it can so easily lead us to sin, it is better to not go to sleep whilst angry. This kind of
daily self-discipline is vital in the spiritual life; the Psalms often comment upon the
importance of how we start and end each day.
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in the morning You shall hear my
voice; in the morning I will lay my
requests before You, and will watch
expectantly. 4 For You are not a God
who has pleasure in wickedness, evil
can’t live with You. 5 The arrogant
shall not stand in Your sight; you
hate all workers of iniquity. ¢ You
will destroy those who speak lies;
Yahweh abhors the bloodthirsty and
deceitful man. 7 But as for me, in
the abundance of Your grace I will
come into Your house. I will bow
toward Your holy temple in rever-
ence of You. 8 Lead me, Yahweh, in
Your righteousness because of my
enemies. Make Your way straight be-
fore my face. 9 For there is no faith-
fulness in their mouth. Their heart is
destruction. Their throat is an open
tomb. They flatter with their tongue.
10 Hold them guilty, God. Let them
fall by their own advice; thrust them
out in the multitude of their trans-
gressions, for they have rebelled
against You. 11 But let all those who
take refuge in You rejoice, let them
always shout for joy, because You
defend them. Let them also who love
Your name be joyful in You. 12 For
You will bless the righteous. Yah-

THE PSALMS 5:3-6:10

weh, You will surround him with fa-
vour as with a shield.

Psalm 6 Jan. 3

For the Chief Musician; on
stringed instruments, upon the
eight-stringed lyre. A Psalm by
David.

I Yahweh, don’t rebuke me in Your
anger, neither discipline me in Your
wrath. 2 Have mercy on me, Yahweh,
for I am faint. Yahweh, heal me, for
my bones are troubled. 3 My soul is
also in great anguish. But You, Yah-
weh—how long? 4 Return, Yahweh.
Deliver my soul, and save me for
Your grace’ sake. 5 For in death there
is no memory of You. In Sheol, who
shall give You thanks? 6 I am weary
with my groaning; each night I flood
my bed, I drench my couch with my
tears. 7 My eye wastes away because
of grief, it grows old because of all
my adversaries. 8 Depart from me, all
you workers of iniquity, for Yahweh
has heard the voice of my weeping.
9 Yahweh has heard my supplication,
Yahweh accepts my prayer. 10 May
all my enemies be ashamed and dis-
mayed. They shall turn back, they
shall be disgraced suddenly.

5:4 Evil can't live with You — There are therefore no sinful beings in Heaven, contrary
to the popular belief of many.

6:5 Even a righteous man like David didn’t look forward to conscious survival of
death. He wanted to keep on living in this life because he wanted to praise God; and
this should be our motivation for asking God for health and victory against illness. If
the righteous immediately praise God in Heaven after death, then David’s words and
reasoning here make no sense. Instead he looked forward to the Biblical hope of res-
urrection at Christ’s return and the establishment of His Kingdom on earth. Note too
that sheol, the Hebrew word translated “hell” in some Bibles, is clearly understood as
referring to death or the grave. As righteous David expected to go there after death, it
isn’t the place where sinners go after death.
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Psalm 7 Jan.3

A meditation by David, which he
sang to Yahweh, concerning the
words of Cush the Benjamite.

1 Yahweh my God, I take refuge in
You. Save me from all those who
pursue me and deliver me, 2 lest they
tear apart my soul like a lion, ripping
it in pieces while there is none to de-
liver. 3 Yahweh, my God, if I have
done this, if there is iniquity in my
hands, 4 if T have rewarded evil to
him who was at peace with me (yes,
if I have delivered him who without
cause was my adversary), 5 let the
enemy pursue my soul, and overtake
it; yes, let him tread my life down
to the earth, and lay my glory in the
dust. Selah. 6 Arise, Yahweh, in
Your anger; lift up Yourself against
the rage of my adversaries. Awake for
me; You have commanded judgment.
7 Let the congregation of the peoples
surround You. Rule over them on
high. 8 Yahweh administers judgment
to the peoples. Judge me, Yahweh,
according to my righteousness, and
to my integrity that is in me. 9 Oh let
the wickedness of the wicked come
to an end, but establish the righteous;
their minds and hearts are searched
by the righteous God. 10 My shield
is with God, who saves the upright
in heart. 11 God is a righteous judge,
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yes, a God who has indignation eve-
ry day. 12 If a man doesn’t relent, He
will sharpen His sword; He has bent
and strung His bow. 13 He has also
Himself prepared the instruments of
death, He makes ready His burning
arrows. 14 Behold, he travails with
iniquity. Yes, he has conceived mis-
chief, and brought forth falsehood.
15 He has dug a hole, and has fallen
into the pit which he made. 16 The
trouble he causes shall return upon
his own head, his violence shall
come down on the crown of his own
head. 17 T will give thanks to Yahweh
according to His righteousness, and
will sing praise to the name of Yah-
weh Most High.

Psalm 8 Jan. 3

For the Chief Musician; on an
instrument of Gath. A Psalm by
David.

1 Yahweh, our Lord, how majestic
is Your name in all the earth, You
who has set Your glory above the
heavens! 2 From the lips of babes
and infants You have established
strength, because of Your adversar-
ies, that You might silence the enemy
and the avenger. 3 When [ consider
Your heavens, the work of Your fin-
gers, the moon and the stars, which
You have ordained; 4 what is man,

7 Concerning the words of Cush — David’s response to hurtful words and false accusa-
tion (:3) was to share his situation with God, rather than brood on the words.
7:4 Him who without cause was my adversary — A reference to Saul’s senseless per-

secution of David.

7:8 Judge me, Yahweh — David didn’t fear the day of judgment, but rather he eagerly
looked forward to it, as we should. He was secure in his relationship with God, and
so that day wasn’t a day of terrible uncertainty ever before him — and neither need it

be for us.
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that You are mindful of him, and the
son of man, that You care for him?
5 For You have made him a little
lower than the Angels, and crowned
him with glory and honour. ¢ You
make him ruler over the works of
Your hands. You have put all things
under his feet: 7 all sheep and cat-
tle, yes, and the animals of the field,
8 the birds of the sky, the fish of the
sea, and whatever passes through the
paths of the seas. 9 Yahweh our Lord,
how majestic is Your name in all the
earth!

Psalm 9 Jan. 4

For the Chief Musician. Set to

The Death of the Son. A Psalm by
David.

I'T will give thanks to Yahweh with
my whole heart. I will tell others of
all Your marvellous works. 2 I will
be glad and rejoice in You, [ will sing
praise to Your name, O Most High.
3 When my enemies turn back, they
stumble and perish in Your presence.
4 For You have maintained my just
cause. You sit on the throne judg-
ing righteously. 5 You have rebuked
the nations, You have destroyed the
wicked, You have blotted out their

THE PSALMS 8:4-9:16

name forever and ever. 6 The enemy
is overtaken by endless ruin. The
very memory of the cities which
You have overthrown has perished.
7 But Yahweh reigns forever, He has
prepared His throne for judgment.
8 He will judge the world in right-
eousness, He will administer judg-
ment to the peoples in uprightness.
9 Yahweh will also be a high tower
for the oppressed; a high tower in
times of trouble. 10 Those who know
Your name will put their trust in You,
for You, Yahweh, have not forsaken
those who seek You. 11 Sing praises
to Yahweh who dwells in Zion, and
declare among the people what He
has done. 12 For He who avenges
blood remembers them. He doesn’t
forget the cry of the afflicted. 13 Have
mercy on me, Yahweh. See my af-
fliction by those who hate me, and
lift me up from the gates of death;
14 that T may show forth all Your
praise. In the gates of the daughter of
Zion I will rejoice in Your salvation.
15 The nations have sunk down in the
pit that they made. In the net which
they hid, their own foot is taken.
16 Yahweh has made Himself known;
He has executed judgment. The

8:4 This verse is applied to Jesus as the “son of man” in Heb. 2:6-9 in order to prove
that He was of human nature and was not an Angel, as some thought and still think.
8:5 The Angels — This translates the Hebrew word elohim, which is usually translated
“God”. This word can therefore be applied to those who manifest God, although they
aren’t God Himself. This is why Angels, men and God’s Son, Jesus, can be called
“God” without them being God Himself in person.

9:4 God’s judgment is ongoing; it’s not that God is somehow passive and not paying
attention now and will only open the books and consider everything when Christ re-
turns. He is passionately involved in our issues and judges them as they happen.

9:8 He will judge the world in righteousness — Quoted in Acts 17:31 about how God
will judge the world through Jesus when He returns to earth.

9:16 Yahweh has made Himself known; He has executed judgment — In observing how
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wicked is snared by the work of his
own hands. Meditation. Selah.
17 The wicked shall be turned back
to Sheol, even all the nations that
forget God. !8 For the needy shall
not always be forgotten, nor the hope
of the poor perish forever. 19 Arise,
Yahweh! Don’t let man prevail. Let
the nations be judged in Your sight.
20 Pyt them in fear, Yahweh, and let
the nations know that they are only
men. Selah.

Psalm 10 Jan. 4

I Why do You stand far off, Yahweh?
Why do You hide Yourself in times
of trouble? 2 In arrogance the wicked
hunt down the weak. They are caught
up in the schemes that they devise.
3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s
cravings; he blesses the greedy, and
condemns Yahweh. 4 The wicked, in
the pride of his face, has no room in
his thoughts for God. 3 His ways are
prosperous at all times. He is proud,
and Your laws are far from his sight.
As for all his adversaries, he sneers
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at them. 6 He says in his heart, I
shall not be shaken. For generations
I shall have no trouble. 7 His mouth
is full of cursing, deceit, and op-
pression; beneath his tongue is mis-
chief and iniquity. 8 He lies in wait
near the villages. From ambushes,
he murders the innocent, his eyes
are secretly set against the helpless.
9 He lurks in secret as a lion in his
ambush. He lies in wait to catch the
helpless. He catches the helpless,
when he draws him in his net. 10 The
helpless are crushed. They collapse.
They fall under his strength. 11 He
says in his heart, God has forgot-
ten. He hides His face. He will never
see it. 12 Arise, Yahweh! God, lift up
Your hand! Don’t forget the helpless.
13 Why does the wicked person con-
demn God and say in his heart, God
won’t call me into account? 14 But
You do see trouble and grief. You
consider it to take it into Your hand
to deal with. You help the victim and
the fatherless. !5 Break the arm of the
wicked, as for the evil man, seek out

God has judged people and nations, we come to know Him better (see too :20). This
is why the final judgment of individuals will be in a sense public; the whole purpose
of the judgment seat will be for our collective as well as individual benefit, to teach us
of the essence of God and prepare us to enter eternity. If we simply entered eternity at
Christ’s return without this educational process of participating in and observing the
judgment process, we would simply not appreciate His grace as we should.

10:3 Condemns Yahweh — Not consciously, in so many words. But when we face
God’s principles and decide whether or not we will live by them or believe them, we
effectively place God in the dock, and by doing so the wicked condemn Him. But
when He is condemned by human judgment, God overcomes at the last (Rom. 3:4).
10:4 Pride is a sin because it pushes God out of our consciousness, replacing Him
with self.

10:7,8 These verses are clearly about the “wicked” who rebel against God; and yet
before we shake our heads too disapprovingly, remember that they are quoted about us
all in Rom. 3:14. For at some times and in some ways, we are all this wicked — if we
examine ourselves properly.
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his wickedness until You find none.
16 Yahweh is King forever and ever!
The nations will perish out of His
land. 17 Yahweh, You have heard the
desire of the humble. You will pre-
pare their heart. You will cause Your
ear to hear, 18 to judge the fatherless
and the oppressed, that man who is
of the dust may terrify no more.

Psalm 11 Jan. 5

For the Chief Musician. By David.
I'In Yahweh I take refuge. How can
you say to my soul, Flee as a bird
to Your mountain! 2 For, behold,
the wicked bend their bows and set
their arrows on the strings, that they
may shoot in darkness at the upright
in heart. 3 If the foundations are de-
stroyed, what can the righteous do?
4 Yahweh is in His holy temple. Yah-
weh is on His throne in heaven. His
eyes observe, His eyes examine the
children of men. 5 Yahweh exam-
ines the righteous, but the wicked
and him who loves violence His
soul hates. 6 On the wicked He will
rain blazing coals; fire, sulphur, and

THE PSALMS 10:15-12:7

scorching wind shall be the portion
of their cup. 7 For Yahweh is right-
eous, He loves righteousness. The
upright shall see His face.

Psalm 12 Jan.5

For the Chief Musician; upon an
eight-stringed lyre. A Psalm of
David.

1 Help, Yahweh; for the Godly man
is fading away, the faithful fail from
among the children of men. 2 Every-
one lies to his neighbour, they speak
with flattering lips, and with a double
heart. 3 May Yahweh cut off all flat-
tering lips and the tongue that speaks
great things, 4 who have said, With
our tongue we will prevail. Our lips
are our own, who is lord over us?
5 Because of the oppression of the
weak and because of the groaning
of the needy, I will now arise, says
Yahweh; I will set him in safety from
those who malign him. ¢ The words
of Yahweh are flawless words, as
silver refined in a clay furnace, pu-
rified seven times. 7 You will keep
them, Yahweh. You will preserve

10:18 Man who is of the dust — One basic outcome of believing in man’s mortality and
origin from “dust” is that we won’t fear people.

11:4 We are invited to see God enthroned in a Heavenly court which is sitting 24/7,
judging multiple cases at once as they occur worldwide.

11:7 Shall see His face — This in a literal sense was the ultimate hope of David (17:5),
Job (Job 19:27) and all the faithful (Rev. 22:4); for God exists in a personal, corporeal
form, in whose image we are made.

12:3 This verse is alluded to us in James 3:5, which speaks of the tongue being such a
small part of the body and yet boasting great things, having spiritual effect far out of
proportion to its size; James 1:8 and 4:8 also use the idea of double mindedness be-
ing reflected in our words. Note how the tongue is here put for the person — for God
will cut off wicked speaking persons, rather than excise tongues from mouths. Our
words really are to be identified with us; we needn’t think that we can get away with
being one person within and yet projecting a quite different image through carefully
calculated words.
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them from this generation forever.
8 The wicked walk on every side,
when what is vile is exalted among
the sons of men.

Psalm 13 Jan. 5

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm

by David.

I'How long, Yahweh? Will You forget
me forever? How long will You hide
Your face from me? 2 How long shall
I take counsel in my soul, having
sorrow in my heart every day? How
long shall my enemy triumph over
me? 3 Look, and answer me, Yahweh
my God. Give light to my eyes, lest
I sleep in death; 4 lest my enemy say,
I have prevailed against him; lest my
adversaries rejoice when I fall. 5 But
I trust in Your grace. My heart rejoic-
es in Your salvation. ¢ I will sing to
Yahweh, because He has been good
to me.

Psalm 14 Jan. 6

For the Chief Musician. By David.

1 The fool has said in his heart, There
is no God. They are corrupt. They
have done abominable works. There
is none who does good. 2 Yahweh
looked down from heaven on the
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children of men, to see if there were
any who understood, who sought af-
ter God. 3 They have all gone aside.
They have together become corrupt.
There is none who does good, no,
not one. 4 Have all the workers of in-
iquity no knowledge, who eat up my
people as they eat bread, and don’t
call on Yahweh? 5 There they were in
great fear because God is in the gen-
eration of the righteous. ¢ You frus-
trate the plan of the poor, because
Yahweh is his refuge. 7 Oh that the
salvation of Israel would come out of
Zion! When Yahweh restores the for-
tunes of His people, then Jacob shall
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.

Psalm 15 Jan.6

A Psalm by David.

I Yahweh, who shall dwell in Your
sanctuary? Who shall live on Your
holy hill? 2 He who walks blame-
lessly, does what is right, and speaks
truth in his heart; 3 he who doesn’t
slander with his tongue, nor does
evil to his friend, nor casts slurs
against his fellow man; 4 in whose
eyes a vile man is despised, but who
respects those who fear Yahweh;
he who keeps an oath even when it

13:2, 6 David could have sorrow in his heart and yet rejoice in his heart because he
knew that God was listening to his prayers and would one day answer. This is the
almost schizophrenic experience of all believers.

14:1 Atheism was almost unheard of in early Israel. Yet the fool who quietly within
his heart thinks as if there is no God is effectively as atheistic as the most hardened
scientific atheist of our times.

There is none who does good — This is the result of atheism. And yet, frighteningly
for those of us who would insist we are not atheists, this is quoted about each of us
in Rom. 3:12. We are all atheists at times, in practice, and must throw ourselves upon
God’s grace to save us.

15:4 He who keeps an oath even when it hurts, and doesn't change — This is very
much the language the Bible often uses about how God keeps His covenant promises
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hurts, and doesn’t change; 5 he who
doesn’t lend out his money for usury,
nor take a bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things shall never
be shaken.

Psalm 16 Jan. 6

A Poem by David.

I Preserve me, God, for in You do I
take refuge. 2 My soul, you have said
to Yahweh, You are my Lord. Apart
from You I have no good thing. 3 As
for the saints who are in the earth,
they are the excellent ones in whom
is all my delight. 4 Their sorrows
shall be multiplied who give gifts to
another god. Their drink offerings of
blood I will not offer, nor take their
names on my lips. 5 Yahweh assigned
my portion and my cup, you made
my inheritance secure. 6 The lines
have fallen to me in pleasant places;
truly I have a good inheritance. 7 I
will bless Yahweh, who has given
me counsel. Yes, my heart instructs

THE PSALMS 15:4-17:4

me in the night seasons. 8 I have set
Yahweh always before me; because
He is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad,
and my tongue rejoices. My body
shall also lay to rest in hope. 10 For
You will not leave my soul in Sheol,
neither will You allow Your holy one
to see corruption. ! You will show
me the path of life. In Your presence
is fullness of joy, in Your right hand
there are pleasures forevermore.

Psalm 17 Jan.7

A Prayer by David.

1 Hear, Yahweh, my righteous plea;
give ear to my prayer, that doesn’t
go out of deceitful lips. 2 Let my sen-
tence come forth from Your presence,
let Your eyes look on integrity. 3 You
have proved my heart. You have
visited me in the night. You have
tried me, and found nothing. I have
resolved that my mouth shall not
disobey. 4 As for the works of men,

of grace to us. When we are tempted to go back on our word, we must remember how
God doesn’t do that to us.

16:3 They are the excellent ones in whom is all my delight — David often speaks of
how he loves others who also love God, and he speaks of them in terms of great re-
spect (15:4). We likewise should find ourselves naturally attracted to other believers,
and should always be respectful towards them because of the fact they are loved by
God. We cannot believe and keep ourselves in isolation from them, physically or men-
tally.

16:8-11 These verses are quoted about the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, of
whom David was a type (Acts 2:27). Jesus is now at God’s right hand offering our
prayers to God (Rom. 8:34); and yet this is described here as His eternal pleasure
(:11). Jesus takes great joy in offering our prayers to God, and this alone should in-
spire our prayer life.

17:2 We are invited to see our coming before God’s throne in prayer as a foretaste
of the judgment day, when we shall in reality come before His throne. The positive
answer to our prayers now — the sentence going forth from the court of Heaven in
response to God having as it were judged them — is therefore an encouragement of our
final acceptance in that day.
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by the word of Your lips I have kept
myself from the ways of the violent.
5 My steps have held fast to Your
paths, my feet have not slipped. ¢ 1
have called on You, for You will an-
swer me, God. Turn Your ear to me,
hear my words. 7 Show Your marvel-
lous grace, You who save those who
take refuge under Your right hand
from their enemies. 8 Keep me as the
apple of Your eye, hide me under the
shadow of Your wings, 9 from the
wicked who oppress me, my deadly
enemies, who surround me. 10 They
close up their callous hearts. With
their mouth they speak proudly.
I They have now surrounded us in
our steps, they set their eyes to cast
us down to the earth. 12 He is like a
lion that is greedy of his prey, as it
were a young lion lurking in secret
places. 13 Arise, Yahweh, confront
him. Cast him down. Deliver my
soul from the wicked by Your sword;
14 from men by Your hand, Yahweh,
from men of the world, whose por-
tion is in this life. You fill the belly
of Your cherished ones. Your sons
have plenty, and they store up wealth
for their children. 15 As for me, I
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shall see Your face in righteousness.
I shall be satisfied, when I awake,
with seeing Your form.

Psalm 18 Jan. 8

For the Chief Musician. By David
the servant of Yahweh, who spoke
to Yahweh the words of this song in
the day that Yahweh delivered him
firom the hand of all his enemies,
and from the hand of Saul. He said,
1T love You, Yahweh, my strength.
2 Yahweh is my rock, my fortress,
and my deliverer; my God, my rock,
in whom I take refuge; my shield,
and the horn of my salvation, my
high tower. 3 I call on Yahweh, who
is worthy to be praised; and I am
saved from my enemies. 4 The cords
of death surrounded me, the floods
of ungodliness made me afraid.
5 The cords of Sheol were around
me, the snares of death came on me.
6 In my distress I called on Yahweh,
and cried to my God. He heard my
voice out of His temple; my cry be-
fore Him came into His ears. 7 Then
the earth shook and trembled, the
foundations also of the mountains
quaked and were shaken, because

17:4 The word of Your lips I have kept myself — Constant reflection upon God’s word
is the way to victory against temptation, as Jesus showed by continually quoting from
Scripture during His wilderness temptations (Ps. 119:11).

17:8 The apple of Your eye — God is simply so sensitive to us.

Hide me under the shadow of Your wings — Alluding to the wings of the cherubim cov-
ering the ark, where the blood of atonement (representing Christ’s blood) was sprin-
kled. David saw himself as living in the most holy presence of God wherever he was.
17:15 Seeing Your form — Another indication God exists in a literal tangible form, and
we shall see Him.

18:5 ‘Sheol’ is the Hebrew word translated “hell” in some Bibles; it is paralleled here
with “death” (:4, “the cords of death” are “the cords of Sheol”) and is elsewhere trans-
lated “the grave”. It’s not a place where the wicked go for eternal torment; David was
a righteous man, and he too went to the grave, or sheol.
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He was angry. 8 Smoke went out of
His nostrils, consuming fire came
out of His mouth; coals were kin-
dled by it. 9 He bowed the heavens
also, and came down, thick darkness
was under His feet. 10 He rode on a
cherub, and flew. Yes, He soared on
the wings of the wind. 1 He made
darkness His hiding place, His pa-
vilion around Him, darkness of wa-
ters, thick clouds of the skies. 12 At
the brightness before Him His thick
clouds passed, hailstones and coals
of fire. 13 Yahweh also thundered in
the sky, the Most High uttered His
voice: hailstones and coals of fire.
14 He sent out His arrows, and scat-
tered them; yes, great lightning bolts,
and defeated them. 15 Then the chan-
nels of waters appeared, the founda-
tions of the world were laid bare at
Your rebuke, Yahweh, at the blast
of the breath of Your nostrils. 16 He
sent from on high. He took me, He
drew me out of many waters. 17 He
delivered me from my strong enemy,
from those who hated me; for they
were too mighty for me. 18 They
came on me in the day of my calam-
ity, but Yahweh was my support.

THE PSALMS 18:7-18:30

19 He brought me forth also into a
large place. He delivered me, be-
cause He delighted in me. 20 Yahweh
has judged me according to my right-
eousness, according to the cleanness
of my hands has He recompensed
me. 2! For I have kept the ways of
Yahweh, and have not wickedly de-
parted from my God. 22 For all His
ordinances were before me, I didn’t
put away His statutes from me. 23 1
was also blameless with Him, I kept
myself from my iniquity. 24 There-
fore Yahweh has rewarded me ac-
cording to my righteousness, ac-
cording to the cleanness of my hands
in His eyesight. 25 With the merciful
You will show Yourself merciful.
With the perfect man, You will show
Yourself perfect. 26 With the pure,
You will show Yourself pure; with
the crooked You will show Yourself
shrewd. 27 For You will save the af-
flicted people, but the proud eyes
You will bring down. 28 For You will
light my lamp, Yahweh. My God
will light up my darkness. 29 For by
You I advance through a troop. By
my God, I leap over a wall. 30 As for
God, His way is perfect. The word

18:16 He drew me out of many waters — This is an allusion to the name ‘Moses’ which
means just this (Ex. 2:10); :19 alludes to how Israel were brought out of Egypt to
the large place of Canaan, and there are many other Moses / Exodus allusions in this
Psalm. We like David are to see similarities between our lives and those of Bible char-
acters, taking them as our warnings, inspiration and friends, as David evidently under-
stood Moses. And of course we will one day eternally be united with our heroes and
encouragers in faith.

18:22-24 David speaks like this of his own righteousness, although this Psalm was
written in later life, after his sin with Bathsheba (:1 =2 Sam. 22:1). He can only speak
like this because he had learnt the lesson that God’s righteousness really is imputed to
us who are sinners; and he rejoices in this reality, believing it to the point that he really
felt it and his self-perception reflected it.

18:30 The word of Yahweh is tried in the furnace — The experiences of our lives are
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of Yahweh is tried in the furnace.
He is a shield to all those who take
refuge in Him. 3! For who is God,
except Yahweh? Who is a rock be-
sides our God, 32 the God who arms
me with strength, and makes my
way perfect? 33 He makes my feet
like deer’s feet, and sets me on my
high places. 34 He teaches my hands
to war, so that my arms bend a bow
of bronze. 35 You have also given me
the shield of Your salvation. Your
right hand sustains me. Your gentle-
ness has made me great. 36 You have
enlarged my steps under me, My feet
have not slipped. 37 T will pursue my
enemies, and overtake them. Neither
will I turn again until they are con-
sumed. 38 I will strike them through,
so that they will not be able to rise.
They shall fall under my feet. 39 For
You have armed me with strength to
the battle, You have subdued under
me those who rose up against me.
40 You have also made my enemies
turn their backs to me, that I might
cut off those who hate me. 4! They
cried, but there was none to save;
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even to Yahweh, but He didn’t an-
swer them. 42 Then I beat them small
as the dust before the wind. I cast
them out as the mire of the streets.
43 You have delivered me from the
strivings of the people, You have
made me the head of the nations. A
people whom I have not known shall
serve me. 44 As soon as they hear of
me they shall obey me; the foreign-
ers shall submit themselves to me.
45 The foreigners shall fade away,
and shall come trembling out of their
close places. 46 Yahweh lives; and
blessed be my rock. Exalted be the
God of my salvation, 47 even the God
who executes vengeance for me, and
subdues peoples under me. 48 He
rescues me from my enemies. Yes,
You lift me up above those who rise
up against me. You deliver me from
the violent man. 49 Therefore I will
give thanks to You, Yahweh, among
the nations, and will sing praises to
Your name. 50 He gives great deliv-
erance to His king, and shows grace
to His anointed, to David and to his
seed, forevermore.

like the intense fire of a furnace, and God’s word like gold comes through those tests;
it is proved not only true but wonderful and beautiful, time and again.

18:43 You have made me the head of the nations — But David speaks in :44 as if this
had not yet happened. He imagined the things he prayed for as having already hap-
pened, just as Jesus taught we should too (Mt. 21:22 Gk.). God speaks of those things
which don’t exist as if they do, so certain are they of coming to pass (Rom. 4:17), and
we are asked to have this same perspective when it comes to prayer.

18:49 [ will give thanks to You, Yahweh, among the nations — God’s intention was that
Israel should be a missionary nation, the light of the Gentile world. But generally they
failed to perceive this; David was one of the few who did, because his Psalms often
speak of telling the Gentile nations how great God is. He came to this simply from the
colossal desire he had to praise God as widely and far as possible because of what God
had done for him personally by grace. We should be likewise motivated to take the
Gospel to the world around us, on the basis of simply having to tell others the wonder-
ful things which we personally have experienced from God.
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Psalm 19 jan.9

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm

by David.

I The heavens declare the glory of
God, the expanse above shows His
handiwork. 2 Day after day they pour
forth speech, and night after night
they display knowledge. 3 There is
no speech nor language where their
voice is not heard. 4 Their voice has
gone out through all the earth, their
words to the end of the world. In
them He has set a tent for the sun,
5 which is as a bridegroom coming
out of his room, like a strong man re-
joicing to run his course. 6 His going
forth is from the end of the heavens,
his circuit to its ends; there is noth-
ing hidden from its heat. 7 Yahweh’s
law is perfect, restoring the soul.
Yahweh'’s testimony is sure, making
wise the simple. & Yahweh’s pre-
cepts are right, rejoicing the heart.
Yahweh’s commandment is pure,
enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of
Yahweh is clean, enduring forever.
Yahweh’s ordinances are true, and
righteous altogether. 10 More to be
desired are they than gold, yes, than
much fine gold; sweeter also than
honey and the extract of the honey-
comb. 11 Moreover by them is Your

THE PSALMS 19:1-20:6

servant warned; in keeping them
there is a great reward. 12 Who can
discern his own errors? Forgive me
from sins of ignorance. 13 Keep back
Your servant also from presumptu-
ous sins, let them not have dominion
over me. Then I will be upright, 1
will be blameless and innocent of the
great transgression. 14 Let the words
of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart be acceptable in Your sight,
Yahweh, my rock and my redeemer.

Psalm 20 Jan. 9

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm

by David.

1 May Yahweh answer you in the day
of trouble. May the name of the God
of Jacob set you up on high, 2 send
you help from the sanctuary, grant
you support from Zion, 3 remember
all your offerings and accept your
burnt sacrifice. Selah. 4 May He
grant you your heart’s desire, and
fulfil all your word. 5 We will tri-
umph in Your salvation, in the name
of our God, we will set up our ban-
ners. May Yahweh grant all your
requests. © Now I know that Yahweh
saves His anointed; He will answer
him from His holy heaven, with the
saving strength of His right hand.

19:4 This is quoted in Rom. 10:18 about the preaching of the Gospel into all the world.
Thus in the same way as the sun and stars witness to God’s existence worldwide, so
the Gospel is to be taken world-wide. The Psalm therefore moves on to talk about the
power of God’s word (:7,8) which is being preached.

19:12 If we hope for forgiveness for sins of ignorance, we are accepting that we will
be forgiven without specific repentance. As we forgive, according to the principles we
apply to forgiving others, so we will be forgiven. If we hope ourselves for forgive-
ness for sins we’ve not specifically repented of, because we are unaware of them, we
likewise must forgive others the sins they do against us without repentance. To insist
that we will only forgive others if they repent would mean that we would be unable to
pray this prayer.



THE PSALMS 20:7-22:1

7 Some trust in chariots and some
in horses, but we trust the name of
Yahweh our God. 8 They are bowed
down and fallen, but we rise up, and
stand upright. 9 Save, Yahweh! Let
the King answer us when we call!

Psalm 21 Jan.9

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm

by David.

1 The king rejoices in Your strength,
Yahweh! How greatly he rejoices in
Your salvation! 2 You have given him
his heart’s desire, and have not with-
held the request of his lips. Selah.
3 For You meet him with the bless-
ings of goodness, You set a crown
of fine gold on his head. 4 He asked
life of You, You gave it to him, even
length of days forever and ever. 5 His
glory is great in Your salvation; You
lay honour and majesty on him, ¢ for
You make him most blessed forever.
You make him glad with joy in Your
presence; 7 for the king trusts in Yah-
weh. Through the grace of the Most
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High, he shall not be moved. 8 Your
hand will find out all of Your en-
emies; Your right hand will find out
those who hate You. 9 You will make
them as a fiery furnace in the time
of Your anger. Yahweh will swallow
them up in His wrath, the fire shall
devour them. 10 You will destroy
their descendants from the land, their
posterity from among the children
of men. ! For they intended evil
against You, they plotted evil against
You which cannot succeed. 12 For
You will make them turn their back
when You aim drawn bows at their
face. 13 Be exalted, Yahweh, in Your
strength; so we will sing and praise
Your power.

Psalm 22 Jan. 10

For the Chief Musician; set to The
Doe of the Morning. A Psalm by
David.

I My God, my God, why have You
forsaken me? Why are You so far
from helping me, and from the

20:7 Solomon speaks of “my father David” so often that it appears he was dominated
by the need he felt to live out David’s parental expectations of him. But Solomon’s
obsession with chariots and horses shows that he didn’t follow David in real spiritual
terms, just externally. Those whose parents were believers and were raised to believe
must ask themselves whether they too are merely living out parental expectation ex-
ternally.

21:4 David felt that he had been given eternal life in the sense that the covenant bless-
ings had an eternal quality to them (:6). And yet he often speaks about death as the end
of conscious existence. We have here an Old Testament equivalent to Christ’s teaching
that we can now have eternal life (Jn. 6:54); we will die, in hope of resurrection to
eternal life, but we can live now the kind of life which we will eternally live. Hence
the parables of the Kingdom of God teach about how life can be lived right now.

22:1 Quoted by Christ on the cross (Mt. 27:46). The way Christ calls God “my God”
(see :10 also) and prays to Him is not only disproof of the Trinitarian view of Christ;
it enables us to find in Christ true inspiration and comfort knowing that He was our
representative, of our nature. We are also comforted that to have doubts, even a crisis
of faith and understanding as to why God isn’t acting, isn’t a sin; for Christ had these
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words of my groaning? 2 My God,
I cry in the daytime, but You don’t
answer; in the night season, and am
not silent. 3 But You are holy, You
who inhabit the praises of Israel.
4 QOur fathers trusted in You- they
trusted, and You delivered them,
5 they cried to You, and were deliv-
ered. They trusted in You, and were
not disappointed. ¢ But I am a worm,
and no man; a reproach of men, and
despised by the people. 7 All those
who see me mock me, they insult
me with their lips, they shake their
heads and say, 8 He trusts in Yahweh;
let Him deliver him. Let Him rescue
him, since He delights in him. 9 But
You brought me out of the womb,
You made me trust at my mother’s
breasts. 10 T was thrown on You
from my mother’s womb; You are
my God since my mother bore me.
11 Don’t be far from me, for trouble
is near; for there is none else to help.
12 Many bulls have surrounded me,

THE PSALMS 22:1-22:22

strong bulls of Bashan have encir-
cled me. 13 They open their mouths
wide against me, lions tearing prey
and roaring. 14T am poured out like
water, all my bones are out of joint.
My heart is like wax; it is melted
within me. 15 My strength is dried
up like a shard of pottery; my tongue
sticks to the roof of my mouth. You
have brought me into the dust of
death. 16 For dogs have surrounded
me, a company of evildoers have
enclosed me; they have pierced my
hands and feet. 17 I can count all of
my bones, they look and stare at me.
18 They divide my garments among
them, they cast lots for my cloth-
ing. 19 But don’t be far off, Yahweh.
You are my help: hurry to help me.
20 Deliver my soul from the sword,
my precious life from the power of
the dog! 2! Save me from the lion’s
mouth! Yes, from the horns of the
wild oxen, You have answered me.
22 1 will declare Your name to my

feelings and yet never sinned. Christ said these words “about the ninth hour” (Mt.
27:46), and yet He died at the ninth hour (Mk. 15:34). That He had some sense of
crisis at the very end adds the ultimate in drama to the crucifixion account, and makes
His final victory yet more glorious.

22:8 Quoted against Christ on the cross (Mt. 27:43). We are encouraged by the New
Testament application of this Psalm to Christ to see the whole Psalm as giving a
unique window into the thoughts of God’s Son in His time of dying.

22:14 My bones are out of joint — The Messianic Psalms often stress the pain Christ
felt in His bones; crucifixion was designed to make the bones of the crucified suffer.
We who are baptized into the body of Christ are described as His bones (Eph. 5:30);
and yet not one of Christ’s bones was broken (Jn. 19:36). In all this we have profound
encouragement. We are to suffer with Christ, sharing His cross; and yet ultimately we
will not be broken, but rise again to eternity, just as His body and bones did. From the
awkward and unnatural position of the crucified, Christ could look down upon His
literal bones and feel they were as persons looking at Him (:17); thus it seems He had
an awareness of us as He hung there.

22:18 Fulfilled in Mt. 27:35; Jn. 19:24.

22:22 This is quoted in Heb. 2:12 to demonstrate Christ’s identity with us, having had
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brothers, in the midst of the con-
gregation I will praise You. 23 You
who fear Yahweh, praise Him! All
you descendants of Jacob, glorify
Him! Stand in awe of Him, all you
descendants of Israel! 24 For He has
not despised nor abhorred the afflic-
tion of the afflicted, neither has He
hidden His face from him; but when
he cried to Him, He heard. 25 Of You
comes my praise in the great as-
sembly; I shall pay my vows before
those who fear Him. 26 The humble
shall eat and be satisfied, they who
seek after Him shall praise Yahweh.
May your hearts live forever. 27 All
the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn to Yahweh, all the families
of nations shall worship before You.
28 For the kingdom is Yahweh’s, He
is the ruler over the nations. 29 All
the rich ones of the earth shall eat
and worship, all those who go down
to the dust shall bow before Him,
even he who can’t keep his own
soul alive. 30 Posterity shall serve
Him, future generations shall be told
about the Lord. 3! They shall come
and shall declare His righteousness
to a people that shall be born, for He
has finished it.
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Psalm 23 Jan. 11

A Psalm by David.

1 ' Yahweh is my shepherd: I shall be
in need of nothing. 2 He makes me
lie down in green meadows, He leads
me beside still waters. 3 He restores
my soul, He guides me in the paths
of righteousness for His name’s
sake. 4 Even though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for You are with
me; Your rod and staff, they comfort
me. 5 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies; You
anoint my head with oil, My cup
runs over. 6 Surely goodness and
grace shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I will dwell in Yahweh’s
house forever.

Psalm 24 Jan. 11

A Psalm by David.

I The earth is Yahweh’s, with all its
fullness; the world, and they who
dwell in it. 2 For He has founded
it on the seas, and established it on
the floods. 3 Who may ascend to
Yahweh’s hill? Who may stand in
His holy place? 4 He who has clean
hands and a pure heart; who has not
lifted up his soul to falsehood, and

human nature. He was especially close to us in His death, and we likewise can look
to Him there and feel close to Him and His closeness to us. The tone of the Psalm
now becomes more positive, as Christ comes to think of us, the “congregation” [LXX
ekklesia, the church] who would be brought into being on account of His suffering.
It could be that He quoted the entire Psalm out loud; “He has finished it” (:31) in the
LXX is “It is finished”, which were the very last words of Christ (Jn. 19:30).

23:5 A table before me in the presence of my enemies — Sometimes in the depths of
despair God will provide an amazing grace to us; and He did this when David fled
from his own son through the wilderness, and Barzillai unexpectedly laid out a feast
table for David in the semi-desert (2 Sam. 17:27-29). This act of kindness transformed
the dry terrain into “green meadows” for David (:2). Our thoughtful grace to others
can do the same for them.
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has not sworn deceitfully. 3 He shall
receive a blessing from Yahweh,
namely righteousness from the God
of his salvation. 6 This is the gen-
eration of those who seek Him, who
seek Your face—even that of the
God of Jacob. Selah. 7 Lift up your
heads, you gatekeepers! Be lifted up,
you everlasting doors, and the King
of glory will come in. 8 Who is the
King of glory? Yahweh strong and
mighty, Yahweh mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, you gatekeep-
ers; yes, lift them up, you everlast-
ing doors, and the King of glory
will come in. 10 Who is this King of
glory? Yahweh of Armies is the King
of glory! Selah.

Psalm 25 Jan. 11

By David.

I To You, Yahweh, do I lift up my
soul. 2My God, I have trusted in You;
don’t let me be shamed. Don’t let my
enemies triumph over me. 3 Truly,
no one who waits for You shall be
shamed. They shall be shamed who
deal treacherously without cause.
4 Show me Your ways, Yahweh, teach
me Your paths. 3 Guide me in Your
truth, and teach me, for You are the

THE PSALMS 24:4-25:18

God of my salvation; I wait for You
all day long. 6 Yahweh, remember
Your tender mercies and Your grace,
for they are from old times. 7 Don’t
remember the sins of my youth, nor
my transgressions. Remember me
according to Your grace, for Your
goodness’ sake, Yahweh. 8 Good and
upright is Yahweh, therefore He will
instruct sinners in the way. 9 He will
guide the humble in justice; He will
teach the humble His way. 10 All the
ways of Yahweh are grace and truth
to such as keep His covenant and His
testimonies. 11 For Your name’s sake,
Yahweh, pardon my iniquity, for it is
great. 12 What man is he who fears
Yahweh? He shall instruct him in the
way that he shall choose. 13 His soul
shall dwell at ease, His descendants
shall inherit the land. 14 The friend-
ship of Yahweh is with those who
fear Him; He will show them His
covenant. 15 My eyes are ever on
Yahweh, for He will pluck my feet
out of the net. 16 Turn to me, and
have mercy on me, for I am desolate
and afflicted. 17 The troubles of my
heart are enlarged. Oh bring me out
of my distresses! 18 Consider my af-
fliction and my travail, forgive all

24:5 God’s blessing is defined here as His righteousness; the blessing of God promised
to Abraham and his seed involves the blessing of forgiveness of sins (Acts 3:25,26).
This is achieved by God counting His righteousness to us, looking at us another way —
and this becomes possible for us who are baptized into Christ, whereby His righteous
character is counted to us.

25:8, 9 He will instruct sinners in the way... He will teach the humble His way —
The humble here therefore refer to repentant sinners. This is the frame of mind which
makes us most teachable by God, and in this way God works through sin, in that re-
pentance for it makes people more open to His teaching.

25:10 The more we live daily life in harmony with God’s will, the more we will per-
ceive that all His ways, His workings, both over history and in our lives, reflect His
grace. We will not see Him as hard and unreasonable.
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my sins. 19 Consider my enemies, for
they are many; they hate me with to-
tal hatred. 20 Oh keep my soul, and
deliver me; let me not be disappoint-
ed, for I take refuge in You. 2! Let in-
tegrity and uprightness preserve me,
for I wait for You. 22 Redeem Israel,
God, out all of His troubles.

Psalm 26 Jan. 12

By David.

I Judge me, Yahweh, for I have
walked in my integrity. I have trust-
ed also in Yahweh without wavering.
2 Examine me, Yahweh, and prove
me; test my heart and my mind. 3 For
Your grace is before my eyes, I have
walked in Your truth. 4 I have not sat
with deceitful men, neither will I go
in with hypocrites. 5 I hate the assem-
bly of evildoers, and will not sit with
the wicked. ¢ I will wash my hands in
innocence, so I will go around Your
altar, Yahweh; 7 that I may make the
voice of thanksgiving to be heard,
and tell of all Your wondrous works.
8 Yahweh, I love the habitation of
Your dwelling place, the place where
Your glory dwells. 9 Don’t gather my
soul with sinners, nor my life with
bloodthirsty men; 10 in whose hands
is wickedness, their right hand is full
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of bribes. 1 But as for me, I will walk
in my integrity. Redeem me, and be
merciful to me. 12 My foot stands in
an even place; in the congregations I
will bless Yahweh.

Psalm 27 Jan. 12

By David.

1 Yahweh is my light and my salva-
tion- whom shall I fear? Yahweh is
the strength of my life- of whom
shall T be afraid? 2 When evildoers
came at me to eat up my flesh, even
my adversaries and my foes, they
stumbled and fell. 3 Though an army
should encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear. Though war should
rise against me, even then I will be
confident. 4 One thing I have asked of
Yahweh, that I will seek after: That I
may dwell in the house of Yahweh all
the days of my life, to see Yahweh’s
beauty, and to inquire in His temple.
5 For in the day of trouble He will
keep me secretly in His pavilion, un-
der the shadow of His tabernacle He
will hide me. He will lift me up on a
rock. © Now my head will be lifted
up above my enemies around me, I
will offer sacrifices of joy in His tent.
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to
Yahweh. 7 Hear, Yahweh, when I

25:22 Redeem Israel, God — Many of the Psalms are David’s personal pleas for mercy,
but they merge towards the end of them into a request for God to show mercy to all
His people. He looked out of his own sufferings to those of others, and took comfort
in the fact that God’s ultimate plan is to have a redeemed people living eternally on
earth.

26:1 Without wavering — This Psalm appears very self-righteous, with David consider-
ing himself separate from sinners (:9); it contrasts with the Psalms written after the sin
with Bathsheba, which often talk of David’s desire to reach out to sinners rather than
about separating from them.

26:3 God’s truth refers to a way of life and being, rather than to a set of pure theologi-
cal propositions. “Truth” is paralleled here with “grace”, which is the ultimate truth.
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cry with my voice. Have mercy also
on me, and answer me. 8 When You
said, Seek my face, my heart said
to You, I will seek Your face, Yah-
weh. 9 Don’t hide Your face from
me; don’t put Your servant away in
anger. You have been my help, don’t
abandon me, neither forsake me,
God of my salvation. 10 When my fa-
ther and my mother forsake me, then
Yahweh will take me up. 11 Teach
me Your way, Yahweh. Lead me in a
straight path, because of my enemies.
12Don’t deliver me over to the desire
of my adversaries, for false witness-
es have risen up against me, such as
breathe out cruelty. 13 I am still con-
fident of this: I will see the goodness
of Yahweh in the land of the living.
14 Wait for Yahweh, be strong, and
let your heart take courage. Yes, wait
for Yahweh.

Psalm 28 Jan. 12
By David.
1 To You, Yahweh, I call. My rock,

THE PSALMS 27:7-28:8

don’t be deafto me; lest, if You are si-
lent to me, I would become like those
who go down into the pit. 2 Hear the
voice of my petitions when I cry to
You, when I lift up my hands toward
Your Most Holy Place. 3 Don’t draw
me away with the wicked, with the
workers of iniquity who speak peace
with their neighbours, but mischief
is in their hearts. 4 Give them accord-
ing to their work, and according to
the wickedness of their doings. Give
them according to the working of
their own hands; bring back on them
what they deserve. 5 Because they
don’t respect the works of Yahweh,
nor the working of His hands, He will
break them down and not build them
up. 6 Blessed be Yahweh, because
He has heard the voice of my peti-
tions. 7 Yahweh is my strength and
my shield. My heart has trusted in
Him, and I have been helped; there-
fore my heart greatly rejoices. With
my song I will thank Him. 8 Yahweh
is their strength, He is a stronghold

27:9 Don t abandon me — Contrast this with the utter confidence expressed elsewhere
in this Psalm. We can have the emotions of fear, even of panic, and yet at the same
time feel deep faith in God. In this time of need, David reflected how God had earlier
delivered him (:2), and this should feature in our response to crises.

27:10 The classic middle aged crisis of loneliness as parents die, the links with the
past being cut, is here resolved in the feeling of God’s personal parenthood toward us.
27:14 Wait — So often the Psalms speak of the need to “wait” for God. We assume
His response must be immediate, but the ‘gap’ between our prayer and His response
is necessary, for the sake of the development of our faith. It maintains that appropriate
distance which has to be between God and man at this stage.

28:2 Hear the voice of my petitions — Yet within the same prayer, David can rejoice
that God “has heard the voice of my petitions” (:6). We are to pray for things believing
and feeling that we have received them (Mk. 11:24); we are to have the perspective of
God Himself, who speaks of things which currently aren’t as if they are (Rom. 4:17).
Therefore David can conclude this prayer with praise that God has actually answered
it already (:7).

28:8, 9 Again David looks out of himself in his immediate need to others, rejoicing as
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of salvation to His anointed. 9 Save
Your people, and bless Your inher-
itance. Be their shepherd also, and
bear them up forever.

Psalm 29 Jan. 13

A Psalm by David.

1 Ascribe to Yahweh, you sons of the
mighty, ascribe to Yahweh glory and
strength. 2 Ascribe to Yahweh the
glory due to His name. Worship Yah-
weh in holy array. 3 Yahweh’s voice
is on the waters. The God of glory
thunders, even Yahweh on many
waters. 4 Yahweh’s voice is power-
ful. Yahweh’s voice is full of maj-
esty. 5 The voice of Yahweh breaks
the cedars. Yes, Yahweh breaks in
pieces the cedars of Lebanon. ¢ He
also makes them to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young
wild ox. 7 Yahweh’s voice strikes
with flashes of lightning. 8 Yahweh’s
voice shakes the wilderness, Yahweh
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9 Yahweh’s voice makes the deer
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calve, and strips the forests bare. In
His temple everything says, Glory!
10 Yahweh sat enthroned at the flood;
truly, Yahweh sits as King forever.
11 'Yahweh will give strength to His
people, Yahweh will bless His peo-
ple with peace.

Psalm 30 Jan. 13

A Psalm. A Song for the Dedication
of the Temple. By David.

I'T will extol You, Yahweh, for You
have raised me up, and have not
made my enemies to rejoice over me.
2 Yahweh my God, 1 cried to You,
and You have healed me. 3 Yahweh,
You have brought up my soul from
Sheol. You have kept me alive, that I
should not go down to the pit. 4 Sing
praise to Yahweh, You saints of His,
give thanks to His holy name. 5 For
His anger is but for a moment; His
grace is for all our lifetime. Weep-
ing may stay for the night, but joy
comes in the morning. © As for me,
I said in my prosperity, I shall never

he often does at the end of his Psalms that kis positive experience of God will be that
of all God’s people. We can at least take the lesson that we are to look out of ourselves
to others rather than be swamped by the immediacy of our own issues.

29:5 Here and in :8 we have “the voice of Yahweh” paralleled with Yahweh in person.
God is His word — hence we read that “the word was God” (Jn. 1:1). Our attitude to
God’s word is our attitude to God; it’s therefore not possible to claim to be in relation-
ship with God if we ignore His word as we now have it in the Bible. There’s much talk
about “God” but unless this is based upon His word, we are believing in a ‘God’ of our
own creation rather than the true God who is revealed in the Bible.

30:6 David seems to be reflecting upon some life threatening illness he suffered after
his sin with Bathsheba (:2,3); the title of the Psalm shows he wrote this as he was
preparing for his son Solomon to build the temple, towards the end of his life. He is
reflecting how he had fallen into sin as a result of assuming that he could never fall
from the spiritual place he felt he was at. Whilst we should be confident that if Christ
returns today we shall be saved by grace, we cannot assume that we shall always be
where we are now spiritually, and we should always maintain a keen sense of the eter-
nity we may miss if we turn away.
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be moved. 7 You, Yahweh, when You
favoured me, made my mountain
stand strong; but when You hid Your
face, I was troubled. 81 cried to You,
Yahweh; to Yahweh I made suppli-
cation: 9 What profit is there in my
destruction, if I go down to the pit?
Shall the dust praise You? Shall it
declare Your truth? 10 Hear, Yahweh,
and have mercy on me. Yahweh, be
my helper. 1! You have turned my
mourning into dancing for me. You
have removed my sackcloth, and
clothed me with gladness, 12 To the
end that my heart may sing praise to
You, and not be silent. Yahweh my
God, T will give thanks to You for-
ever!

Psalm 31 Jan. 14

For the Chief Musician. A Psalm

by David.

I'In You, Yahweh, I take refuge. Let
me never be disappointed. Deliver me
in Your righteousness. 2 Bow down
Your ear to me, deliver me quickly.
Be to me a strong rock, a house of
defence to save me. 3 For You are my
rock and my fortress, therefore for

THE PSALMS 30:6-31:13

Your name’s sake lead me and guide
me. 4 Pluck me out of the net that
they have laid secretly for me, for
You are my stronghold. 5 Into Your
hand I commend my spirit. You have
redeemed me, Yahweh, God of truth.
6 I hate those who regard lying vani-
ties, but I trust in Yahweh. 7T will be
glad and rejoice in Your grace, for
You have seen my affliction. You
have known my soul in adversities.
8 You have not shut me up into the
hand of the enemy, You have set my
feet in a large place. 9 Have mercy
on me, Yahweh, for I am in distress.
My eye, my soul, and my body waste
away with grief. 10 For my life is
spent with sorrow, my years with
sighing. My strength fails because of
my sin, my bones are wasted away.
11 Because of all my adversaries [
have become utterly contemptible
to my neighbours, a fear to my ac-
quaintances. Those who saw me on
the street fled from me. 12 1 am for-
gotten from their hearts like a dead
man; [ am like broken pottery. 13 For
I have heard the slander of many,
terror on every side, while they con-

30:7 Mountain — Used in Scripture to refer to a Kingdom or family; David’s ‘moun-
tain’ in this sense was “troubled” as a result of his sin with Bathsheba.

30:9 This request indicates that David didn’t go to Heaven on death (Acts 2:34), but
understood death as total unconsciousness until Christ’s return.

31:2, 3 Be to me a strong rock... for You are my rock — David is asking God to be to
him in practice what he accepted God to be theoretically. Time and again we seek to
make this same conversion from theory to practical reality as we face life’s situations.
31:5 Into Your hand I commend my spirit — Chosen by Jesus as His last words from
the cross as He died (Lk. 23:46). Perhaps the next half of the sentence were His
first thoughts on awaking in resurrection: “You have redeemed me, Yahweh, God of
truth”.

31:7 You have known my soul in adversities — God as it were gets to know us when He
sees us in crises. Although He knows all things, we reveal ourselves to Him by how
we feel and respond in those times.



THE PSALMS 31:13-32:6

spire together against me, they plot
to take away my life. 14 But I trust
in You, Yahweh. I said, You are my
God. 15 My times are in Your hand.
Redeem me from the hand of my en-
emies, and from those who persecute
me. 16 Make Your face to shine on
Your servant; save me in Your grace.
17 Let me not be disappointed, Yah-
weh, for I have called on You. Let the
wicked be disappointed, may they be
silent in Sheol. 18 Let the lying lips
be mute, which speak against the
righteous insolently, with pride and
contempt. 19 Oh how great is Your
goodness, which You have laid up
for those who fear You, which You
have worked for those who take ref-
uge in You, before the sons of men!
20 In the shelter of Your presence
You will hide them from the plotting
of man. You will keep them secretly
in a dwelling away from the strife
of tongues. 2! Praise be to Yahweh,
for He has shown me His marvellous
grace in a fortified city. 22 As for me,
I said in my haste, [ am cut off from
before Your eyes. Nevertheless You
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heard the 